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Trees are poems that earth writes upon the sky. 
We fell them down and turn them into 
That we may record our emptiness. 

~Kahlil Gibran 



KKitMtlfe trees 


On Monday, February 14, 2011, 

Wr swamp anarchists and Journal editors 
strapped on their developer-skin harnesses 
and shimmied up several pine trees to defend 683 w| 
acres of endangered Florida flat-woods. Called the 
W Briger Forest, this tract is one of the last forests of its ’ttg 
J kind in Southeast Florida. The biotech company, Scripps, ^ 
wants to supplant this lush piece of Florida heritage, replete ' 
with threatened and endangered species like hand fern, bald 
eagle, wood stork, bromeliad and gopher tortoise, with a new 
Biotech City. Scripps and its affiliates have worked hand-in-hand 
with Phillip Morris, Kraft Foods, Primate Products Inc, Novartis 
and Monsanto to perform tests on primates and other animals in 
order to genetically engineer industrial products that destroy the 
Earth as well as toxic drugs that pollute the mental environment. 
As we go to print, the canopy occupation continues, blocking 
L vivisection, deforestation, and the corporate ownership of life. 
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for the last wild giants of the pr; 


6 Fighting for the Forests 
• b Anna WiJJow 
Grassy Narrows First Nations Sto, 


Verboten: Forbidden Interview with the 
SHAC7 

by Lilac 

A roundtable interview forbidden by the State. 


Moving Stuff for the Revolution 

by Max Cranger 

A brief history of the Seeds of Piece Collective 
and the art of logistical support. 
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Rising Tide’s Tenth Anniversary 

by Various 

Climate Justice from coast to coast and around 
the world. 


Thirty Things (Part II) 

by Mick 

Mick s picks on the does and 
better don’ts during an action. 


Ape Crusaders 
by Melanie Jay Martin 
Direct action for th 
Orangutans in Borneo. 
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® Editorial ® 


"Earth First! (EF) is a movement that supports 
environmental protection through grassroots organizing, 
civil disobedience, vandalism, and property destruction. 
Similar to other eco-terror or animal extremist groups, EF 
has no single leadership, but rather small autonomous cells 
or individuals. EF has routinely employed direct action 
resistance tactics, notably equipment sabotage and arson." 

There you have it, our very own government-saric- 
tioned definition, adorning page 68 of a 2009 docu- 
ment entitled Virginia Terrorism Assessment Threat, acci- 
dentally released by the Virginia Fusion Center, a local 
law-enforcement affiliate of the Department of Home- 
land Security (DHS), during a routine Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act (FOIA) request in January of this year. 

Should we question the competence of a secretive 
"Homeland Security" agency that accidentally re- 
leases documents? Forget that they got their infor- 
mation wrong — Earth First! does not have any offi- 
cial stance on property destruction, and Earth First! 
groups are not commonly known to partake in such 
actions. In the document, our logo stands menac- 
ingly between the puppy-hugging ALF and the elves 
of the Earth Liberation Front. We're the other green 
fist — not As-Sabiqun , the pan-Islamic group whose 
involvement in anti-war protests, prison outreach, 
and (gasp) fundraising has landed their green fist 
squarely on page 44. 

Like most of the law enforcement documents re- 
leased to the public, accidentally or through legal 
channels, this DHS document speaks authoritatively 
without grace or understanding. It even goes so far 
as to admit an "intelligence gap" on the question of 
"leadership overlap" between Earth First!, the ELF, 
and what they call "Greenpeace/Rainforest Action 
Network." What's this? Have Greenpeace and Rainfor- 
est Action Network merged? Was this a hostile take- 
over? Will they finally be able to contend with the 
big boys — you know, the Sierra Club/ Audubon Soci- 
ety/Sea Shepherd merger that happened back in '04?! 
We're talking about a chimeric intelligence gap that 
Crime Intel programmers have been hacking away at 
for some time. 


Accidentally released in .the same FOIA, one 
Emergency Response Plan includes a telling "Hazard 
and Vulnerability Analysis". The paper paints a 
picture of a justice system turned inside out, insisting 
that "Correctional center disturbances and riots are 
happening more frequently" due to "overcrowding", 
"corruption", "staff brutality", "lack of programs", 
"lack of medical aid", "lack of education", "poor 
food quality", "poor grievance policy", "poor 
communications", and "drastic changes in policy". 

But when it comes to "civil disturbances" (protests and 
the like) no valid rationale is proffered. We are told that 
"protestors are becoming more proficient in the meth- 
ods of assembly", but no mention is made of alienating 
militarization that's as unsustainable as ice in the desert, 
redoubled by dispossession and environmental destruc- 
tion that is unparalleled in human history. 

If law enforcement admitted the rationale for large 
scale protests, they would have to get over their own 
cognitive dissonance. They would actually have to 
think of putting the Earth first, and honoring those 
of us who do so. 

Since the attempted assassination of Arizona rep- 
resentative Gabrielle Giffords, many have taken note 
' that law enforcement has been wasting far too much 
time on peaceful, mostly-law-abiding groups like an- 
ti-war protestors and Earth First!, while Sarah Palin's 
gun-toting disciples are free to run amok. (That's not 
to say that folks courted by the Right, in general, are 
totally off-base. Traditional and conservative com- 
munities are often fighting for the same place-based 
ethics that give a lot of the US its activist grass roots 
across the political spectrum.) 

A look back at the US Justice Department's 2003 
report, The Federal Bureau of Investigation's Efforts to 
Improve the Sharing of Intelligence and Other Informa- 
tion, provides some insight on the internal conflicts 
between the State and industry interests: "[T]he FBI's 
priority mission to prevent high-consequence terror- 
ist acts would be enhanced if the Counterterrorism 
Division did not have to spend time and resources on 
lower-threat activities by social protestors." The Jus- 
tice Department went further by insisting the FBI fo- 
cus on "domestic terrorist activities aimed at creating 
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mass casualties or destroying critical infrastructure, Vat her 
than information on social protests and domestic radicals' 
criminal activities." The FBI refused, explaining that envi- 
ronmentalist direct action has "caused considerable damage 
to the US economy." Damage, no doubt, that Sarah Palin's 
own faux-environmentalist posturing does not encourage. 

We understand by now that economics and ecology don't 
make for good bedfellows. That's why it was not surprising to 
learn that the FBI has been so busy protecting US economic 
interests that they committed up to 40,000 "intelligence vio- 
lations" documented between 2001-2008. In persecution of 
Earth First!, as well as of other movements, the FBI accessed 
password protected files without warrants, took years to as- 
sess complaints, and misused evidence to get Grand Jury sub- 
poenas. While this is consistent with what we know of the 
US justice system, this evidence exposes a more widespread 
campaign of deception concerning activists. 

Our movement is considered dangerous, not because of 
vandalism or civil disobedience, but because of its connec- 
tion to nature and desire to defend land-based cultures. 
Perhaps the authorities see the roots spreading, evidenced 
by specific examples, like alliances between Appalachian 
Mountain Justice and Black Mesa Indigenous Support, and 
more generally, advocacy for prisoners, immigrants and 
the dispossessed. Earth First! has cross-pollinated these sort 
of efforts for multiple decades, because of its biocentrism, 
not in spite of it. Like the sweeping revolutions of the Arab 
world this year and the mass protests throughout Wiscon- 
sin, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, etc., our movement has the 
potential to rise from the roots of human outrage. 

In nearly two and a half years working at the Journal, dat- 
ing back to my first mailing party in October 2008, I wit- 
nessed frequent attempts to pigeon hole the movement, 
from both participants and onlookers. I have found that it's 
better just to know what the movement stands for — deep 
ecology, no-compromise, biocentric direct action — and 
move from there. The movement cannot be defined beyond 
that, least of all by the DHS or FBI. 

Everywhere we look, new forms of struggle are emerging. 
As this issue of the Journal goes to print, we have asked 
ourselves, "Where does Earth First! belong in the midst of the 
new?" Now we pose this question to you, our readers and 
contributors. 

I leave the Journal after this issue knowing that, although I 
do not agree with everything I helped publish, I always tried 
to let Earth First! speak for itself. 

— Sasha 


[Editors' Note: The remaining editorial collective would like 
to say, "We'll miss you Sasha. Your contributions to this Journal 
and the movement are an inspiration. Our love goes out to you 
and your new family. Keep keepin’ it wild!"] 
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I n the spring of 1457 , a grue* 
some murSer tooR pface in the 
french village of Savign^sur* 
€tang. X five^>ear*o(<5 60 ^ Ra5 6 een 
Ri(Te5 an5 fits 6o5p partiadp com 
sume5. X focaf f amity was accuse5 of 
this frightfuf crime by focaf resiSents 
who cfaimeS to have witnesse5 the 
mur5er. Ithe seven suspects, a motfp 
er an5 her six children, were soon 
tracRe5 Sown 6p focaf authorities, 
who SiscovereS them stiff staineS 6p 
the boy s 6foo5. tThe? were arresteS, 
inSicteS on charges of infanticiSe anS 
hef5 in the focaf jaif for triaf ... 




By Jeffrey St. Clair 

'7i"*he defendants were indigent and the court appointed 

VL-'a lawyer to represent them. A few weeks later a trial 
was convened in Savigny's seigneurial court. Before a crowd- 
ed room, witnesses were called. Evidence was presented and 
legal arguments hotly debated. The justices considered the 
facts and the law and rendered a verdict and a sentence. The 
mother was pronounced guilty and ordered to b.e hanged 
to death by her legs from the limb of the gallows tree. Her 
six children, however, received a judicial pardon. The court 
accepted the defense lawyer's argument that the youngsters 
lacked the mental competence to have committed a crime 
in the eyes of the law. The orphaned children were sent into 
custodial care at the expense of the state. 

This is an interesting case to be sure, featuring important 
lessons about the legal rights of the poor and the historic 
roots of juvenile justice in western jurisprudence, lessons 
that seem entirely lost on our current "tradition-obsessed" 
Supreme Court. But here's the kicker: the defendants in these 
proceedings were not members of our species. They were, it 
must be said, a family of pigs. 

The Savigny murder case, even in its ghastly particulars, 
was unexceptional. In medieval Europe (and even colonial 
America) thousands of animals were summoned to court 
and put on trial for a variety of offenses, ranging from tres- 
passing, thievery and vandalism to rape, assault and murder. 
The defendants included cats, dogs, cows, sheep, goats, slugs, 
swallows, oxen, horses, mules, donkeys, pigs, wolves, bears, 
bees, weevils, and termites. These tribunals were not show 
trials or strange festivals like Fools Day. The tribunals were 
taken seriously by both the courts and the community. 

Though now largely lost to history, these trials followed 
the same convoluted rules of legal procedure used in cases 
involving humans. Indeed, as detailed in E. P. Evans' remark- 
able book, The Criminal Prosecution and Capital Punishment of 
Animals (1906), humans and animals were frequently tried 
together in the same courtroom as co-conspirators, especially 
in cases of bestiality. The animal defendants were appointed 
their own lawyers at public expense. Animals enjoyed appeal 
rights and there are several instances when convictions were 
overturned and sentences reduced or commuted entirely. 
Sometimes, particularly in cases involving pigs, the animal 
defendants were dressed in human clothes during court pro- 
ceedings and at executions. 

Animal trials were held in two distinct settings: ecclesiasti- 
cal courts and secular courts. Ecclesiastical courts were the 


venue of choice for cases involving the destruction of public 
resources, such as crops, or in crimes involving the corrup- 
tion of public morals, such as witchcraft or sexual congress 
between humans and beasts. The secular and royal courts 
claimed jurisdiction over cases where animals were accused 
of causing bodily harm or death to humans or, in some in- 
stances, other animals. 

When guilty verdicts were issued and a death sentence 
imposed, a professional executioner was commissioned for 
the lethal task. Animals were subjected to the same ghastly 
forms of torture and execution as were condemned humans. 
Convicted animals were lashed, put to the rack, hanged, be- 
headed, burned at the stake, buried alive, stoned to death 
and drawn-and-quartered. In 14th century Sardinia, trespass- 
ing livestock had an ear cut-off for each offense. In an early 
application of the three-strikes-and-you're-out mle, the third 
conviction resulted in immediate execution. 

The flesh of executed animals was never eaten. Instead, 
the corpses of the condemned were either burned, dumped 
in rivers or buried next to human convicts in graveyards 
set aside for criminals and heretics. The heads of the con- 
demned, especially in cases of bestiality, were often displayed 
on pikes in the town square adjacent to the heads of their 
human co-conspirators. 

The first recorded murder trial involving an animal took 
place in 1266 at Fontenay-aux-Roses (birthplace of the paint- 
er Pierre Bonnard) on the outskirts of Paris. The case involved 
a murder of an infant girl. The defendant was a pig. Though 
the records have been lost, similar trials almost certainly date 
back to classical Greece, where, according to Aristotle, secular 
trials of animals were regularly held in the great Prytaneum 
of Athens. 

Interestingly, Thomas Aquinas's Summa Theologiae, written 
in 1269, is in part an attack on Aristotle's ideas and his "radi- 
cal acolytes" who had infiltrated the universities of thirteenth 
century Europe. In the Summa, Aquinas laboriously tried to 
explain the theological basis for the trials of animals. 

While most of the animal trials, according to the records 
unearthed by Evans, appear to have taken place in France, 
Germany and Italy, nearly every country in Europe seems 
to have put beasts on trial, including Russia, Poland, Ro- 
mania, Spain, Scotland and Ireland. Anglophiles have long 
claimed that England alone resisted the idea of hauling 
cows, dogs and pigs before the royal courts. But Shake- 
speare suggests otherwise. In The Merchant of Venice, Portia's 
friend, the young and impetuous Gratiano, abuses Shylock, 
comparing him to a wolf that had been tried and hanged 
for murder: 
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"Thy currish spirit 

Govern'd a wolf, who, hang'd for human slaughter, 

Even from the gallows did his fell soul fleet, 

And, whilst thou lay'st in thy unhallow'd dam, 

Infus'd itself in thee.." 

Even colonial Brazil got in on the act. In 1713 a rectory at 
the Franciscan monastery in Piedade no Maranhao collapsed, 
its foundation ravaged by termites. The friars lodged charges 
against the termites and an ecclesiastical inquest soon issued 
a summons demanding that the ravenous insects appear be- 
fore the court to confront the allegations against their con- 
duct. Often in such cases, the animals who failed to heed 
the warrant were summarily convicted in default judgments. 
But these termites had a crafty lawyer. He argued that the ter- 
mites were industrious creatures, worked hard and enjoyed 
a God-given right to feed themselves. Moreover, the lawyer 
declared, the slothful habits of the friars had likely (Con- 
tributed to the disrepair of the monastery. The monks, the 
defense lawyer argued, were merely using the local termite 
community as an excuse for their own negligence. The judge 
returned to his chambers, contemplated the facts presented 
him and returned with a Solomonic ruling. The friars were 
compelled to provide a woodpile for the termites to dine at 
and the insects were commanded to leave the monastery 
and confine their eating to their new feedlot. 

A similar case unfolded in the province of Savoy, France in 
1575. The weevils of Saint Julien, a tiny hamlet in the Rhone 
Alps, were indicted for the crime of destroying the famous 
vineyards on the flanks of Mount Cenis. A lawyer, Pierre 
Rembaud, was appointed as defense counsel for the accused. 
Rembaud wasted no time in filing a motion for summary 
judgment, arguing that Are weevils had every right to con- 
sume the grape leaves. Indeed, Rembaud asserted, the wee- 
vils enjoyed a prior claim to the vegetation on Mount Cenis, 
since, as detailed in the Book of Genesis, the Supreme Deity 


had created animals before he fashioned hu- 
mans and God had promised animals all of 
the grasses, leaves and green herbs for their 
sustenance. Rembaud’s argument stumped 
the court. As the judges deliberated, the 
villagers of Saint Julien seemed swayed by 
the lawyer's legal reasoning. Perhaps the 
bugs had legitimate grievances. The towns- 
folk scrambled to set aside a patch of open 
land away from the vineyards as a foraging 
ground for the weevils. The land was sur- 
veyed. Deeds were drawn up and the prop- 
erty was shown to counselor Rembaud for 
his inspection and approval. They called the 
weevil reserve La Grand Feisse. Rembaud 
walked the site, investigating the plant com- 
munities with the eyes of a seasoned bota- 
nist. Finally, he shook his head. No deal. 
The land was rocky and had obviously been 
overgrazed for decades. La Grand Feisse was 
wholly unsuitable for the discriminating palates of his cli- 
ents. If only John Walker Lindh had been appointed so 
resolute an advocate! 

The Perry Mason of animal defense lawyers was an ac- 
claimed French jurist named Bartholomew Chassenee, 
who later became a chief justice in the French provin- 
cial courts and a preeminent legal theorist. One of Chas- 
senee's most intriguing essays, the sixteenth-century 
equivalent of a law review article, was titled De Excom- 
municatore Animalium Insectorium. In another legal mon- 
graph, Chassenee argued with persuasive force that local 
animals, both wild and domesticated, should be con- 
sidered lay members of the parish community. In other 
words, the rights of animals were similar in kind to the 
rights of the people at large. 

In the summer of 1522, Chassenee was called to the an- 
cient village of Autun in Burgundy. The old town, founded 
during the reign of Augustus, had been recently overrun 
by rats. French maidens had been frightened, the barley 
crop destroyed, the vineyards placed in peril. The town 
crier issued a summons for the rats to appear before the 
court. None showed. The judge asked Chassenee why he 
should not find his clients guilty in absentia. The lawyer 
argued that the rat population was dispersed through the 
countryside and that his clients were almost certainly 
unaware of the charges pending against them. The judge 
agreed. The town crier was dispatched into the fields to 
repeat his urgent notice. Yet still the rats failed to appear at 
trial. Once again Chassenee jumped into action. Showing 
tactical skills that should impress Gerry Spence, Chassenee 
shifted his strategy. Now he passionately explained to the 
court that the rats remained hidden in their rural nests, 
paralyzed by the prospect of making a journey past the 
cats of Autun, who were well-known for their ferocious 
animosity toward rodents. 

In the end, the rats were spared execution. The judge 
sternly ordered them to vacate the fields of Autun within 


six days. If the rats failed to heed this injunction, the 
animals would be duly anathematized, condemned to 
eternal torment. This sentence of damnation would be 
imposed, the court warned, regardless of any rodent 
infirmities or pregnancies. 

hat are we to make of all this? Why did both the 
secular and religious courts of Europe devote so 
much time and money to these elaborate trials of trouble- 
some animals? Some scholars, such as James Frazer, argue 
that the trials performed the function of the ancient rituals 
of sacrifice and atonement. Others, such as the legal theorist 
Hans Kelsen, view the cases as the last gasp of the animistic 
religions. Some have offered an economic explanation sug- 
gesting that animals were tried and executed during times 
of glut or seized in times of economic plight as property by 
the Church or Crown through the rule of deodand or "giving 
unto God.” Still others have suggested that the trials and ex- 
ecutions served a public health function, culling populations 
of farm animals and rodents that might contribute to the 
spread of infectious 'diseases. 

Our interest here, however, is not with the social purpose 
of the trials, but in the qualities and rights the so-called me- 
dieval mind ascribed to the defendants: rationality, premedi- 
tation, free will, moral agency, calculation and motivation'. 
In other words, it was presumed that animals acted with 
intention, that they could be driven by greed, jealousy and 
revenge. Thus the people of the Middle Ages, dismissed as 
primitives in many modernist quarters, were actually open " 
to a truly radical idea: animal consciousness. As demon- 
strated in these trials, animals could be found to have mens 
Tea, a guilty mind. But the courts also seriously considered 
exculpatory evidence aimed at proving that the actions of 
the accused, including murder, were justifiable owing to a 
long train of abuses. In other words, if animals could commit 
crimes, then crimes could also be committed against them. 

The animal trials peaked in the late-sixteenth and early-sev- 
enteenth centuries, then faded away. They came to be viewed 
through the lens of modem historians as comical curiosities, 
grotesquely odd relics of the Dark Ages. The legal scholar W. 
W. Hyde succinctly summed up the smug, self-aggrandizing 
view of the legal scholars of the 20th century: "the savage in 
his rage at an animal's misdeeds obliterates all distinctions be- 
tween man and beast, and treats the latter in all respects as 
the former." 

Of course, the phasing out of animal trials didn't mean that 
the cruel treatment of domesticated animals improved or that 
problematic beasts stopped being put to death in public ex- 
travaganzas. While the trials ceased, the executions increased. 

Recall the death warrant issued in 1903 against Topsy the 
Elephant, star of the Forepaugh Circus at Coney Island's Luna 
Park. Topsy had killed three handlers in a three-year period. 
One of her trainers was a sadist, who tortured the elephant by 
beating her with clubs, stabbing her with pikes and feeding 
her lit cigarettes. 

Tospy was ordered to be hanged, but then Thomas Edison 
showed up and offered to electrocute Topsy. She was shack- 


led, fed carrots laced with potassium cyanide and jolted with 
6,600 volts of alternating current. Before a crowd of 1,500 
onlookers, Topsy shivered, toppled and died in a cloud of 
dust. Edison filmed the entire event. He titled his documen- 
tary short, Electrocuting the Elephant. 

Topsy received no trial. It was not even imagined that she 
had grievances, a justification for her violent actions. Topsy 
was killed because she'd become a liability. Her death was a 
business decision, pure and simple. 

So what happened? How did animals come to be viewed 
as mindless commodities? One explanation is that moderni- 
ty rudely intruded in the rather frail form of Rene Descartes. 
The great Cartesian disconnect not only cleaved mind from 
body, but also severed humans from the natural world. Des- 
cartes postulated that animals were mere physical automa- 
tons. They were biological machines whose actions were 
driven solely by bio-physical instincts. Animals lacked the 
power of cognition, the ability to think and reason. They 
had a brain but no mind. At Port-Royal the Cartesians cut 
up living creatures with fervor, and in the words of one of 
Descartes' biographers, "kicked about their dogs and dis- 
sected their cats without mercy, laughing at any compassion 
for them and calling their screams the noise of breaking ma- 
chinery." Across the Channel Francis Bacon declared in the 
Novum Organum that the proper aim of science was to restore 
the divinely ordained dominance of man over nature, "to 
extend more widely the limits of the power and greatness 
of man and so to endow him with "infinite commodities." 
Bacon's doctor, William Harvey, was a diligent vivisector of 
living animals. 

Thus did the great sages of the Enlightenment assert hu- 
manity's ruthless primacy over the Animal Kingdom. The 
materialistic view of history, and the fearsome economic and 
technological pistons driving it, left no room for either the 
souls or consciousness of animals. They were no longer our 
fellow beings. They had been rendered, philosophically and 
literally in resources for guiltless exploitation, turned into ob- 
jects of commerce, labor, entertainment and food. 

Conveniently for humans, the philosophers of the Indus- 
trial Age declared that animal had no sense of their miser- 
able condition. They could not understand abuse, they had 
no conception of suffering, they could not feel pain. When 
captive animals bit, trampled or killed their human captors, 
it wasn't an act of rebellion against abusive treatment but 
merely a reflex. There was no need, therefore, to investigate 
the motivations behind these violent encounters because 
there could be no premeditation at all on the animal's part. 
The confrontations could not be crimes. They were mere ac- 
cidents, nothing more. 

One wonders what Descartes would have made of the 
group of orangutans, who stole crowbars and screwdrivers 
from zookeepers in San Diego to repeatedly break out of their 
enclosures? How’s that for cognition, cooperation and tool 
use, Monsieur Descartes? 

Part II continues on page 98 




PVounmain kat: Wafhing the Worth 



Ms. Romero, from Yukpa Clan, in a vigil for her father, Sabino Romero, currently encarcirated in Trujillo state, along with Alexander 
Fernandez from Wayuu clan, accused by the Venezuelan Public Ministry of various charges which have not been proven, Maracaibo, 2009 


By David Hernandez Palmar 
Translated By Aguamala 

In all indigenous nations around the world, the 
land marks the life and history of every man and 
woman, but, above all, it provides the only teach- 
ing for understanding our existence. Wounmainkat is 
an entity which is feminine and sacred, fertilized by 
Juyaa (rain), and is currently being affected by mega- 
projects, armed conflict and plans which consoli- 
date it’s destruction. To conceive Wounmainkat as a 
great woman and mother, unique and irreplaceable, 
makes it possible to reflect on the multiple forms of 
violence which are endured by both women and our 
mother Earth. 

The history which we live in indigenous communi- 
ties on a daily basis is not new, nor are the environ- 
mental offenses that our mother is subjected to, nor 
is our fight to save her and ourselves new. The pains 
and battles have no time, no owner, we were born in 
the midst of them and they belong to all. That is to 
say, the pain connects us and makes us one. Survival 
and a continuation of planetary health are at a critical 
point. That is why we must clarify the relationship 
between the land and us as care-takers. We human be- 
ings are not the center of the world and much less 
it's owners. This anthropocentric vision is one of the 


main foundations of sexism, and exploitation of hu- 
man beings and nature. 

Ecology, beyond it’s semantic weight, is the practice 
of ancestral indigenous values, since it deals with the 
relationship between spirit, mind, body, nature and 
the idea that everything on Earth is alive. These reali- 
ties demand respect towards the sacred ecology and 
the spiritual connection between places and people. 
These values include respect for the land, indigenous 
nations and their children, the main defenders and 
inheritors of the planet. The hypocrisy becomes clear 
when we critique and demand democracy but we are 
not democratic with nature. Practices of domination 
and exploitation, besides unjust and anti-ecological, 
are contrary to the way nature functions, and we are 
brothers and sisters of everything alive. 

Nature is the source of life and the human being 
is also nature. For others, nature is an "economic re- 
source" and the human being is a "human resource" 
and this is the root of the destruction of the planet and 
the ecological problems that we're witnessing today. 
In Venezuela, in Zulia state, is the Serrania de Perija, 
the land of the indigenous communities Yukpa, Bari, 
Japreria and Wayuu. Evelin Acosta, Wayuu from the 
Iipuana Clan, expresses, "In these lands it is not we in- 
digenous people which have value but instead the re- 
sources that are in her land. The earth bleeds because 











of the coal and the coal makes money for those who 
exploit; additionally it is a misfortune for us, smaller 
is the air that remains, as well the ground and the sky. 
The plain demarcation of indigenous territories that is 
being managed leaves it clear that our good lands are 
occupied and us displaced and thrown to the rocks, 
where you can barely harvest a sigh." 

The Sierra de Perija (Perija Mountain range) extends 
into the Colombian Guajira, where the world's larg- 
est open pit mining exploit is taking place. Because 
of that there is collective discussion about "Defense 
of all of the Sierra de Perija" which is not compatible 
with the squared vision that proposes to define it as 
a simple "National Park." The United Nation's Inter- 
national Labor Organi- 
zation Agreement 169 
(ILO 169). emphasizes 
the right to dissent from 
consent to the transna- 
tionals in indigenous 
territory and from their 
so-called benefits. 

In this context, there 
is open discomfort and 
nonconformity, because 
to question the model 
of development of mega- 
projects is to set off a so- 
phisticated strategy which 
stigmatizes, disqualifies, 
pressures and even co- 
opts the voices that de- 
nounce them. It was 
very well for-shadowed 
by grandfather Seattle: 

"Everything that hap- 
pens to the earth will 
happen to man." If we 


do not sensitize, we 
will do the dirty deed 
of erasing the color of 
the earth. Only through 
previous consultation 
that is binding in char- 
acter and direct partici- 
pation of all the affected 
communities, can it be 
dialogued and solved. 
We highlight the sacred 
condition of our indig- 
enous land, demanding 
it's exclusion from all 
forms of violence and 
that it be protected by 
the state as biological 
and spiritual reserves for 
humanity. We are united 
by hope, nothing will make sense if we do not unite, 
alone we can not: Either we do it together or nothing 
changes. 

David is Wayuu. From the Iipuana Clan. He would 
like to give thanks to the following persons for their sup- 
port: Evelin Acosta, Wayuu Iipuana, Granted scholarship 
from the United Nations; Nicanor Cifuentes, especialist 
in Aquatic Ecology and environmental procedure; Coor- 
dination Climat et Justice Sociale; the Purepecha de Nurio 
community, Michoacan; PUTCHIPU'UI, traditional au- 
thorities, professionals and leaders who are members of 
the Wayuu Nation. 


van 



Run Free With the Buffalo, or Die 




spring surge to na- 
tal calving grounds, 
where it is good to 
raise young. Like 
a great wooly tide 
rolling in, every year 
the buffalo come ... 
And in coming they 
cross imaginary lines 
falling straight into 
the traps set for 
them by the feder- 
al government and 
Montana's livestock 
interests. 


It is bittersweet and heart-heavy 
to celebrate this awesome migration 
and at once fear for them, know- 
ing a few short steps over ecologi- 
cally meaningless boundaries will 
lead to their eminent harassment, 
imprisonment, or death. Hazed, 
hunted, captured, slaughtered, or 
quarantined: the insults and fatal 
blows against wild buffalo are mul- 
tifarious, threatening their evolu- 
tionary potential, impeding their 
natural restoration, violating their 
right to roam. 

Wild buffalo continue to migrate 
despite all odds, and Buffalo Field 
Campaign (BFC) is still with them, 
battling for the lives and freedom 
of America's last wild buffalo. We 
are now in our fourteenth season 
on the front lines. 

Snow came early and deep this 
Winter, and with it migrations be- 


gin. Rifle shots crack the crisp 
cold winter air. The sharp 
sounds echo the mournful 
deaths of America's last wild 
buffalo. Blood-red, snow- 
white, and raven-black starkly 
contrast one another, paint- 
ing the sorrowful portrait of 
the buffalo hunt taking place 
here on this slice of Paradise 
in southwest Montana, along 
the northwest fringes of Yellow- 
stone National Park. A hunt of a 
creature forbidden access to habitat 
outside Yellowstone, the Park acts 
more like a zoo, consequently mak- 
ing wild buffalo ecologically extinct 
throughout their native range. Buf- 
falo are only allowed to leave Yel- 
lowstone to be shot by hunters 
who are doing the dirty work of the 
Montana Department of Livestock 
(DOL). Once the hunt is over, haz- 
ing, capture and slaughter opera- 
tions resume. In some cases, hazing 
and hunting happen simultane- 
ously. Along Yellowstone's northern 
border, hunting is allowed east of 
the Yellowstone River, while hazing 
takes place on the West. 

This winter, state and federal 
agencies involved in the nefari- 
ous Interagency Bison Management 
Plan are already anticipating taking 


By Stephany Seay 


They are not gone. Wild buffalo 
still exist. They are few in number 
and have no protections, but they 
roam. They are the direct descen- 
dants of those tens of millions that 
blanketed the continent. They walk 
bits of the ancient paths their kind 
has roamed since buffalo time be- 
gan. Hooves beat like earth’s heart- 
beat, drumming them down from 
Yellowstone's high-country, migra- 
tion of the ancient giants still with 
us. The Yellowstone region is not 
their prime habitat, but it is where 
they found shelter to survive ex- 
termination, and where they exist 
today. Now they are locked in by 
politics. But, ageless -instincts tell 
the buffalo to go where seasons are 
less formidable, where winter snows 
are less deep and grass more plen- 
tiful; to follow the 


12 


(L) Helicopter hazing buffalo through private land, (R) sign posted by property owners to protect the bison 



severe actions 
against buf- 

falo, chanting 
their mantra 
of capture and 
slaughter. BFC 
will not tolerate 
another win- 
ter like 2008, 
when over 

1,600 wild buf- 
falo were killed 
by Yellowstone 
National Park, 
the - Montana 
DOL, and hunt- 
ers. Since 1985 nearly 7,000 wild 
buffalo have been killed to appease 
livestock interests who claim they 
must prevent the spread of brucel- 
losis to "save" their filthy industry. 
But, brucellosis is just a scare tactic 
to cover up the truth: a war over 
grass. It's a battle for the buffalos' 
right to access their native habitat. 

These crimes against wild buf- 
falo are all federally funded. Ev- 
ery year, millions of tax dollars are 
used to wage war pn the ecosystem 
and treat wild buffalo as nothing 
more than livestock. State and 
federal agencies, complete with 
escorts of law enforcement, use 
horses, ATVs, trucks, snowmobiles, 
cracker-rounds, helicopters, etc. 
to chase buffalo off of their native 
habitat, most of which is public 
land. Wild buffalo are the rightful 
roamers. These government cow- 
boys run the buffalo for 5, 10, 20 
miles, over rough terrain, without 
rest. Horses and helicopter pursu- 
ing them deep into Yellowstone. 
No mercy, even for little calves or 
birthing mothers. Buffalo suffer 
broken legs, separation from the 
herd, calves separated from moth- 
ers, exhaustion, starvation, humili- 
ation. Hazing wild buffalo is an 
ultimate disrespect. Grizzly bears, 
wolves, moose, elk, badgers, eagles, 
Trumpeter swans, Sandhill cranes 
and the sensitive riparian areas and 
forests — all area wildlife and the 
land herself is negatively impacted. 
So are area residents. 

The good people of Horse Butte 


co-exist peacefully with wild buf- 
falo and want them to roam free. 
Wildlife is the reason they chose 
to live on the edge of Yellowstone. 
They have made it clear in nu- 
merous ways that wild buffalo are 
welcome, but the agencies are not. 
The DOL responds by sending in 
their helicopter, flying low to the 
g round over the backs of buffalo— 

WANTED: Room to Roam 
WANTED: Wild Buffalo All 
Over This Land! 

Not All Who Wander are Lost 

and BFC volunteers — who are on 
private land where they are wel- 
come. This is how they "avoid" ter- 
restrial trespassing. The helicopter 
uses the air space to scare the buf- 
falo out of their safe zone towards 
the government cowpokes waiting 
on the public lands of Gallatin Na- 
tional Forest. The cowpokes pick 
up the haze, and together riders 
and helicopter continue pushing 
the frightened buffalo many long 
and difficult miles to Yellowstone 
National Park, or into a capture fa- 
cility from where they are tortured 
and shipped to slaughter. 

The wild buffalo of the Yellow- 
stone region are all that remain 
of the tens of millions that once 
graced the vast prairies, grasslands 
and forests of North America since 
the dawn of the Pleistocene Era. 
This last wild population are the 
only ones to have continuously 


lived on their 
habitat since 
prehistoric 
times, the last 
to still follow 
their migra- 
tory instincts, 
and blessedly 
free of cattle- 
genes. Buffalo 
are an integral 
part of the 
land and their 
restoration is 
medicine to 
the earth. What 
will it take for the buffalo to roam? 
Pressure, endlessly applied. And 
maybe a little crack cake. It's not 
a question of where will they go, 
millions of acres of habitat is there, 
the buffalo only need to be able to 
access it. ' 

In the throes of this centuries-old 
range war, wild buffalo continue 
to roam against all odds. BFC re- 
mains steadfast and determined, 
using every tool and opportunity 
to work in the buffalos' defense. 
We've also taken legal action, join- 
ing with other buffalo advocates, 
including Western Watersheds Proj- 
ect. We have filed suit against the 
National Park Service and National 
Forest Service, contending that they 
are breaking the law by participat- 
ing in wild bison harassment and 
slaughter. Ultimately, we want to 
gain Endangered Species status for 
this remaining wild population of 
American buffalo. It's a long road, 
but we will get there. We need your 
help. Together, we can forever halt 
the crimes against North America's 
largest land mammal, ensuring a 
landscape where wild buffalo will 
once again fill the plains and prai- 
ries, healing the wounded land. Per- 
sistence. Resistance. Endurance. 

Buffalo Field Campaign is the only 
group working in the field every day in 
defense of the last wild bison popula- 
tion in the US. Learn more, get in touch, 
spread the word, and join us on the front 
lines: BUFFALOFIELDCAMPAIGN.ORG Or 
call (406) 646-0070 
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By Lierre Keith 

"In dreams begin responsibilities," wrote Yeats. But 
to be alive right now — if the heart is more than a brute 
pump — is to live in a dream from which, try as we might, 
we cannot awaken. The dream repeats, we struggle, it 
pulls us deeper, and it is possible to drown in despair. 

Knowledge is now double — edged. It can be a sandbar 
of sanity in a world gone mad (populations of plank- 
ton — beginning of the food chain, makers of oxygen- 
have plummeted 40 percent — will 
someone please make this stop?) or it 
can drive us into the desperate de- 
nial of magical thinking (a fuel cell 
by any other name). Some people 
need the rough shock of numbers, an 
emotional defibrillation, to jolt them 
to life: old-growth forests, 98 percent 
gone; prairies, 99 percent gone; yes, 

£his culture is killing the planet. For 
others, god is in the details, a god 
who needs us if not to pray then at 
least to notice: the lacework of life is 
rent and suffering. 

Take the detail of prairie dogs, who, 
along with the bison (of which there 
are only 1,500 pure-bred left), are the 
keystone species of the North Ameri- 
can grasslands. Something like 160 
species need them for food and shel- 
ter. Their towns, which can get as big 
as 25,000 square miles — an extraor- 
dinary feat of both social and struc- 
tural engineering — increase, well, ev- 
erything, from the protein quality of the forage around 
them to the number of other species that can live there, 
too. Golden eagles, magnificence in flight, with their 
gold-glowing crowns and seven foot wingspans. Kit foxes, 
who may mate for life. Homed larks, the only native lark 
of this continent. "Destroy prairie dogs," says Terry Tem- 
pest Williams, "and you destroy a varied world." 

The prairie dogs are indeed rent and suffering. They've 
been reduced to less than 1 percent of their native range. 
Understand what that reduction means: 96-98 percent 
of all black-tailed, prairie dogs have been poisoned, 
gassed, or shot. The survivors are. now "overwhelmed 
with stress." They stop eating, lose weight, spend too 
much time underground, and reproduce less. Anyone 
who has survived an assault will recognize this pattern — 


it's Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. Prairie dogs also have 
a specific alarm call, a word they've now had to add to 
their language: "Man with a gun." 

Let us join the prairie dogs and shout that alarm to 
everyone we love. The instruction manual for that gun 
is the religious texts that give men dominion over the 
rest of us: women, animals, the earth. The gun itself is 
agriculture and the biotic drawdown of civilization that 
agriculture incurs. The bullet is corporate power, espe- 
cially the doctrine of corporate personhood. The target, 
of course, is what is left of this planet: 
the 2 percent of prairie dogs, the 1,500 
bison, your life, mine. We cannot af- 
ford to burrow in and go off our feed. 

But hope is useless without a plan. 
So here's the only one that can de- 
liver: repair, restore, rejoin. Repair the 
broken prairie, all 400 million acres, 
one holding at a time if we have to. 
I'm not the only one saying this. Drs. 
„ Frank and Deborah Popper intro- 
s' duced the idea of the Buffalo Com- 
mons in 1987. The idea was vilified. 
Yet two decades later, even the Kansas 
I Star is backing the concept, 
f The numbers, all of them, speak for 
1 themselves. As William Ruddiman ex- 
f plained in his book Ploughs, Plagues, 
[• and Petroleum, agriculture marks the 
s’ beginning of global warming. That's 
' what happens when you destroy prai- 
ries and forests, whose underlying 
goal is the creation of soil. All land life 
depends on that soil and we should 
be humbled with reverence at what grass and trees, in 
concert with fauna both micro and macro, can do. The 
basic building block of that soil is, of course, carbon. 
Grass is so good at building soil that repairing 75 per- 
cent of the planet's rangelands would bring atmospheric 
C02 to under 330 parts per million (ppm) in 15 years or 
less. Read that again if you have to, as the world entire 
depends on us getting this. 

It's not the math that's difficult. It's the ideological — 
which is to say, emotional — framework. After 10,000 
years of civilization, and a few decades of the veganiza- 
tion of the Left, most environmentalists have no con- 
cept that agriculture is biotic cleansing, wiping clean the 
slate of species-rich communities to be replaced by the 
monocrops of humans. As Richard Manning points out 



A prairie dog munching 
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in Grassland, a book that’is. equal parts love-letter and 
plainsong, "A wheat field is nothing more than a clear- 
cut of the grass forest." Com, wheat, rice, and barley col- 
lectively occupy half a billion hectares around the globe, 
which means that bison, black terns, and prairie dogs 
don't. The relationship is direct, causal, and self-evident. 
And all tillage systems contribute to global warming, at 
1,000 pounds of carbon per acre for corn, wheat, and 
soy. Meanwhile, perennial grasses store carbon at ex- 
actly that rate. 

What this planet needs is the people who will repair 
it, acre by acre. The young and idealistic — the people 
most likely to haye the passion- and the physical abil- 
ity — are not being called to the work that most needs 
them. They're being led astray into a political dead end 
of personal purity via consumer choices that will change 
exactly nothing. Indeed, if that purity involves eating 
highly processed soy products — grown by farmers who 
have been turned into serfs of Monsanto, and then 
manufactured by companies like DuPont — it's only add- 
ing to the problem. 

So let this act as a call. There are groups out there, 
organized and working hard to restore the prairie and 
protect its residents. The Great Plains Restoration Coun- 
cil (a group that's actually working on the Buffalo Com- 
mons), the InterTribal Bison Council (57 tribes, 15,000 
bison, and counting), and the Buffalo Field Campaign, 
(whose members put themselves bodily between the last 
true bison and physical harm). 

My proposal is an addition to the good work of these 
groups. We need a new Bleeding Kansas. The Kansas- 
Nebraska Act of 1854 proclaimed that the residents of 
each state or territory would decide whether slavery was 
allowed. People felt the emergency of slavery and knew 
that the entire west could fall if Kansas didn't hold as a 
free state. Thousands of abolitionists moved to the mid- 
dle of nowhere — the cultural edge of the universe for 
Boston urbanites — to stop slavery, and they succeeded. 

If environmentalists would only understand that the 
prairie is desperate to return and do its part, that all it 
needs is people willing to help it, then acre by acre hope 
could take root. The young and idealistic have been will- 
ing to fight fascism in Spain, to harvest sugar in Cuba, 
to pick coffee in Nicaragua. They're needed now to plant 
prairie, only no one is calling them. Let this be the call 
you've been listening for: repair, restore, rejoin. Repair 
the broken rivers, the exhausted soil. Restore the grasses 
and their animal cohorts. Rejoin as participants, never 
again to dominate. Stop buying barely edible industrial 


waste products manufactured from soybeans, and start 
dreaming of prairies. 

There are stream beds in western Kansas that have been 
dry for decades because the Ogallala aquifer has fallen so 
far. The population has fallen along with it. There are 
entire counties with less than 2,700 people, which is be- 
low two people per square mile. There are towns in the 
west that will give you a lot if you only promise to build 
a house on it. There are also ghost towns for the taking. 

Understand that corporations don't own the land— 
they are very clear that if they owned the land, they'd 
have to pay farmers as employees. Now, they can corrn 
mand prices below production costs and the federal 
government makes up the difference. Our tax dollars are 
turning farmers into serfs and the world into an ever- 
heating hell. 

It will take a village to raise a prairie. The concen- 
tred efforts of a few hundred people could win not 
just a town but an entire county. With a county comes 
the whole apparatus of law and justice: the Board of 
Supervisors, the County Commissioners (who now order 
the gassing of prairie dogs, even on private land), and last 
but not least the courthouse itself. What if local power 
was, for once, lined up against the destructive institu- 
tions that are gutting our planet to the bone, to stand 
instead in defense of communities both biotic and 
human? Four or five groups of 150 emigrants would 
be enough in some places. This could be done. 

Maybe Yeats had it backwards. In responsibilities be- 
gin dreams. We need to dream, and dream big, 400 mil- 
lion acres big, 330 ppm big, 10,000 years of destruction 
big. Repair, restore, rejoin, from the despairing shards of 
your heart to this broken world on the edge of the end. 

The bison are dreaming that deep and endless promise 
of grass; the prairie dogs are dreaming of men without 
guns; the grass itself is dreaming of rain and soil, roots 
and sun. The prairie is dreaming o'f its return, of a world 
restored when the nightmare of industrial wheat and 
com has finally ended. Surely your heart is dreaming of 
home, a place both wild and quiet where you finally be- 
long. It's not too late for this planet, not yet, not if we 
put those hearts — animal hearts, still — and both hands 
to work. 

Lierre Keith is a writer, small farmer and radical feminist 
activist. She is the author of two novels, as well as a work of 
nonfiction, The Vegetarian Myth. You can read excerpts of 
her work at vwvw.lierrekeith.com 
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Fighting For Their Forest: 

The Grassy Narrows First Nation Story 



by Anna Willow 

It was below zero degrees Fahrenheit on the night of 
December 2, 2002, when three young mothers drove 
from their home on the Grassy Narrows Reserve — lo- 
cated along the southern edge of northwestern On- 
tario's vast Boreal Forest — to a logging road just a few 
miles away. The sisters felled trees over the road in a 
desperate attempt to stop Abitibi Consolidated from 
logging on their land. They then headed home, afraid 
their father would be mad at them. 

Instead, he was proud. Their act was the spark that 
lit the flames of protest among the 1,000 members of 
the Grassy Narrows community. From that day on, 
First Nation citizens maintained a permanent en- 
campment on the road and turned back all the log- 
ging trucks that tried to pass. The reserve's school 
conducted classes at the blockade site for a season 
and the community encouraged outside supporters — 
including national and international environmental 
and human rights groups — to campaign with them. 

As Grassy Narrows resident Roberta Keesick said in 
an interview with CBC radio in June 2008, the block- 
ade has given Grassy Narrows a new chance to claim 
its future: "It gives us hope that we're being listened 


to. It gives our young people a purpose in life. With 
our persistence, we've been able to accomplish this, 
and it encourages us to keep on fighting, standing up, 
speaking and reaching out." 

Proposals for new clearcut logging and mines con- 
tinue to threaten the territory. The community con- 
tinues to push for restitution on a long list of histori- 
cal and ongoing injustices. Simultaneously, they are 
working to heal their people, revitalize their culture 
and assert their inherent right to control their lives 
and lands. The stand taken by Grassy Narrows First 
Nation has a long, complex history. 

In the fall of 1873, the ancestors of Grassy Narrows 
First Nation joined nearly 1,400 other Anishinaabe 
people assembled at the northwest angle of the Lake 
of the Woods to participate in the negotiation and 
signing of Treaty Three which guaranteed that An- 
ishinaabe people retain the "right to pursue their avo- 
cations of hunting and fishing throughout the tract 
surrendered." Like other historical documents — the 
United States constitution is a good example — age has 
not diminished the legal standing of Treaty Three. 

Grassy Narrows First Nation is a semi-remote com- 
munity located at the northern periphery of On- 
tario's paved highway system. It is known to the 
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Anishinaabe people who live there as Asubpeescho- 
seewagong Netum Anishinabek. While the First Na- 
tion's fourteen square mile reserve is tiny, the land 
claimed by citizens of Grassy Narrows as their Tra- 
ditional Land encompasses 2,500 square miles of 
closed canopy boreal forest. People at Grassy Nar- 
rows still depend on this forest for food, spiritual 
and mental solace, and cultural identity. Although 
store-bought items from the supermarkets of Kenora 
(a timber-and-tourism town located fifty slow, wind- 
ing miles to the south) are available, every family has 
members who hunt, fish, trap, and gather wild rice 
and berries. These anticipated seasonal staples make 
many meals complete. Perhaps* even more impor- 
tant, as respected harvester and community leader 
Andy "Shoon" Keewatin once pointed out, partici- 
pating in land-based subsistence helps Grassy Nar- 
rows youth remember "who they are." This hasn't 
always been easy. 

In recent generations, people at Grassy Narrows 
have been forced to cope with a series of devastating 
environmental changes. The 1920s and 1950s saw the 
construction of hydroelectric dams along the Eng- 
lish-Wabigoon River, the economic and cultural life- 
blood of the community. As a result, traditional burial 
grounds were flooded and wild rice crops continue to 
be adversely effected. The Canadian government relo- 
cated the people of Grassy Narrows to a new land base 
in 1963. Geographically, the move was only a stone's 
throw, but its social consequences were profoundly 
negative. Prior to relocation, the people of Grassy 
Narrows lived with their extended families along the 
river's winding peninsulas and on scattered islands. 
On the new reserve, nuclear families were assigned to 
prefabricated homes in Euro-Canadian-style subdivi- 
sions with little regard for traditional Anishinaabe so- 
cial organization. 

Even worse, mercury was detected in the English- 
Wabigoon River in 1970. The mercury originated in 
effluent dumped by the Reed Paper Company in far- 
upstream Dryden, Ontario. As the 20,000 pounds of 
mercury traveled down the river, it bioaccumulated in 
the tissues of fish, animals and Anishinaabe people. 
The economic impacts of mercury were immediate. 
When commercial fisheries and tourist resorts closed, 
unemployment at Grassy Narrows jumped from 20 to 
80 percent. The health effects of the mercury have 


been even more horrific. Forty years after mercury's 
initial discovery, an estimated 80 percent of Grassy 
Narrows residents continue to experience tremors, 
tunnel vision, loss of coordination or other long-term 
symptoms of mercury poisoning. Some children born 
two generations after the contamination also exhibit 
symptoms of mercury poisoning. 

Large-scale industrial logging, including clearcutting 
of old growth boreal forests within Grassy Narrows' 
Traditional Land, is the First Nation's most recent en- 
vironmental challenge. Throughout the 1990s, people 
at Grassy Narrows watched as clearcuts grew ever larg- 
er and drew ever closer to their homes. They wrote let- 
ters to the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and 
to the logging companies licensed to work in the area 
and conducted peaceful protests in Kenora, Toronto, 
and Montreal, but received little response. 

By the end of 2002, people at Grassy Narrows de- 
cided enough was enough. Bundled against the bitter 
cold of a boreal Winter, protestors stood on the log- 
ging road just north of Ontario Provincial Highway 
671 to halt the passage of logging trucks. When the 
truck drivers began to detour around the blockade to 
reach Kenora's mills, the blockaders adopted a "rov- 
ing blockade" strategy. As the months wore on, th'e 
logging trucks quit testing the blockade. In response, 
activists' presence at the blockade shifted from con- 
stant to periodic, but blockaders and their families 
continued to gather regularly at the site for ceremo- 
nies, campfire strategy sessions and potluck meals. 
Although today the blockade is more symbolic than 
confrontational, it remains in place and is now the 
longest standing protest of its type in Canadian histo- 
ry. Nearly eight years after the blockade began, Gloria 
Keejick, a Grassy Narrows grandmother and blockad- 
er, emphasized that Grassy Narrows activists' funda- 
mental message has remained — and will remain — the 
same: "NO clearcuts, NO logging, NO tree planting, 
NO aerial seeding, and NO dumping of wastes on wa- 
ter and land resources." 

For the people of Grassy Narrows, protecting the 
forest is about saving trees, but it is also about con- 
tinuing a way of life. It is about making sure that the 
children of tomorrow will be able to experience a self- 
defined Anishinaabe way of life. 

For more or to get involved visit: FREEGRASSY.ORG 
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(PART TWO) 

In Volume I of the 30th Anniversary, Use brought us through the first encounter with the FBI's operation 
to suppress ecological resistance and discredit the Earth First! movement. Her story continues here. 


By Ilse Asplund — b Y late Fall, 1988, there was 
plenty of intelligence to arrest the 
Prescott 4 for overt criminal acts, 
but still insufficient evidence to 
connect our deeds to a prosecut- 
able offense against the politically 
subversive DaVe Foreman. 

According to David Cunning- 
ham, author of There's Something 
Happening Here, there are two 
broad types of police investigations; intelligence, in which 
police maintain a passive role, focused on information 
gathering, which may be legitimately used to further a 
criminal investigation, and counter intelligence, which re- 
stricts a target's ability to carry out legal actions or which 
facilitates illegal activities. Both strategies may be used 
to either further a criminal investigation or to repress or 
neutralize political targets. Cunningham defines repres- 
sion as anything that raises the cost of a target's ability 
to legally act. I believe it was Foreman's legal acts of free 
speech which were the actual target of the investigation 
o’f the illegal acts of the Prescott 4. 

Illegal acts by the affinity group, EMETIC (Evan 
Mecham Eco Tea-Sippers International Conspiracy), 
and individual others, were intended to raise the bar 
of public outrage and focus attention on genocidal 
and, apparently, regulatorily inevitable developments 
in the Four Corners. From October 1987 through No- 
vember 1988, EMETIC undertook several strategic 
acts of vandalism, accompanied by widely distributed 
communiques. In addition to delaying and adding 
to the cost of operation at Snow Bowl and uranium 
mines around the Grand Canyon, it was hoped that 
the multitude of injuries and injustices associated 
with these operations would, through radical action, 
be made visible in a way that bespoke their gravity. ' 
Mark came up with the acronym EMETIC for actions 
by the group in Prescott; we were noxious purgatives for 
toxic development on sacred lands. Initially the "T" had 
been "terrorist," but the folly of that moniker, for what 
was intended as a humorous play on words became ob- 
vious so the "T" word was changed. Unfortunately, me- 
dia, law enforcement and all subsequent references to 
EMETIC wouldn’t let it go. We cribbed the name of then 


Arizona Governor, Evan Mecham. Mecham, the only 
governor ever to be simultaneously impeached, indict- 
ed and recalled was driven from office in /April, 1988, 
after a little more than a year. The beleaguered Mecham 
publically confessed that he had nothing to do with the 
group that carried his name. 

The FBI worked closely with both Snowbowl and Canyon 
mine during the EMETIC investigation. Snowbowl offered 
a $25,000 reward for leads in the case and hired extra secu- 
rity at a cost of around $30,000. Canyon Mine hired extra 
security based on FBI information that they were "possible" 
targets. The mine supervisor cooperated fully with the FBI, 
and patriotically reported license plate numbers and physi- 
cal descriptions of anyone who happened to drive down 
the dirt road toward the mine and Red Butte. 

The investigation of EMETIC began in January, 1988, 
a month before I moved in with Mark. This is not en- 
tirely by chance. As the wretched complexities of hu- 
man relationships can go, a rejected ex-lover fled to 
the arms of the FBI. Ron Frazier, identified in FBI docu- 
ments as PX-3483-DJ, was a metal artist and diesel me- 
chanic, known to people in Prescott from around 1986. 
By 1987 he was teaching Mark the art of oxy-acetylene 
welding and cutting. In January, 1988, as Mark and I 
began falling in love, pot-smoking, LSD-dealing Ron 
made a secret trip to FBI headquarters in Phoenix. He 
returned to Prescott with a smug little smile and a Na- 
gra body tape. Nobody suspected a thing. 

Citizen Frazier attended the 1987 Rendezvous at the 
North Rim of the Grand Canyon. He spent most of his time 
poaching deer (unsuccessfully) in the side canyons with his 
rifle. He hung out with the "New Mexico anarchists," and 
developed a strong dislike for Dave Foreman over some- 
thing to do with Ed Abbey, whom he also disliked. 

In a way, Frazier attended the Rendezvous twice. In 
March, 1988, Informant Frazier flew with Agent Bai- 
ley to San Antonio, Texas for a bizarre session of re- 
mote-viewing field work. Frazier was taken to an FBI 
hypnotist where it was suggested that he was now 
safe and among people with whom he belonged. 
Informant Frazier was then, in trance, guided back 
seven months to those happy fireside conversations 
with his friends from New Mexico and prompted to 
recall names, physical descriptions and conversa- 
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tions which might help widen the net of the inves- 
tigation. Later, in court, he reported the experience 
was a pleasant one. Also under oath he acknowl- 
edged ingesting four hits of LSD at the Rendezvous, 
but testified, to the government's satisfaction, that it 
hadn't affected his memory or perception. 

In 1988, at the Okanagan Rendezvous, Frazier led a 
well attended workshop on how to disable a diesel en- 
gine. Now on federal payroll, PX-3483-DJ made nice with 
Foreman, who gave him a signed copy of the newly pub- 
lished Field Guide to Monkeywrenching — this would later 
prove fateful. Sea Shepherd folks invited Frazier aboard 
their ailing vessel, Divine Wind, to assist with repairs to 
its diesel engine. En route he made a stop at the "office" 
of the Earth First! Legal Offense Fund and recorded con- 
versations about the source and use of these donations to 
help activists. Another paid narc at the Okanagon Ren- 
dezvous, observing Frazier in action, reported to the FBI 
that "this individual appears very dangerous." 

It was at the 1988 Rendezvous that Frazier intro- 
duced special agent Mike Fain as his old friend, a 
fellow roughneck, from the oil fields of Texas. Fain 
possessed the useful FBI trait of being forgettable in 
a crowd of three. Aside from his height (tall), he was 
generic, bland and diplomatic. Fain's loosely config- 



ured identity, like an old house with rooms added on 
as-needed, went something like this: Dyslexic (to ac- 
count for his useful slowness and the need for others 
to explain things in detail), Recovering Alcoholic (so as 
to not have a beer on the job), Vietnam Veteran (with 
connections to underground sources of explosives 
from some "old 'Nam buddies"), raised on a ranch in 
Nevada (hence handy with tools, firearms and such 
practical things) and former member of the Clamshell 
Alliance (too far away to check out). 

It was Fain, the professional, who was charged with 
the legalistic challenge of connecting the Prescott group, 
EMETIC, with some form of participation by Foreman. 

By the time of the actions against the Canyon ura- 
nium mine (September 25, 1988) and Fairfield Snow 
Bowl (October 25, 1988), Mark, Peggy, Marc and I were 
under "continuous monitoring, surveillance, surrep- 
titious recording and reporting," yet there was no at- 
tempt to arrest, dissuade or impede any actions against 
these sites. We were hijacked — and didn't know it. 

Even the law abiding facility managers were played 
along in the plot. During the trial, Mark Chalmers, 
lanky and even-keeled Canyon mine supervisor, mo- 
mentarily lost composure when during cross examina- 
tion he learned that his friends at the FBI had full fore- 
knowledge of the planned property destruction and let 
his mine take the fall. The federal police lifted not a fin- 
ger as local law enforcement scrambled for clues. 

On September 22, 1988 Peg said to Agent Fain, 
"We're cutting down lines to Canyon Mine on Sep- 
tember 25," and invited him to a logistics meeting 
on Friday, September 23 at 9:00 a.m. She told him 
again on September 24, and again on Sept. 25— the 
day of the strike. Nonetheless, notations by the FBI 
informant in Prescott characterize the investigation at 
this time as, "moving along uneventfully." They were 
hardly uneventful for Canyon mine or Snowbowl. 

In February, 1989 the FBI placed bugs in the home I 
shared with Mark: one above the dining table and the 
other above our bed. Wire taps and pen registers had 
long been installed on our phone. Pre-trial documents 
report that by the time the court was petitioned for 
this more intrusive surveillance, "approximately 20 of 
the 42 overt acts had already occurred," but the FBI 
obtained authorization by claiming that "there has 
[sic] not yet been a number of clear, overt acts which 
would allow the FBI to prevent proposed sabotage by 
arresting the participants." 

I try not to think about the reality that strangers 
sat in rooms for weeks and months on end, listening 
to the details of my daily life. I had managed to fend 
them off fairly well, cordially ignoring the lurking 



Fain and limiting conversation with the informant; 
but within the most intimate possible relations 
of lovers, and of parents caripg for their children 
there was no defense. 

In contrast to the seeming indifference toward pole- 
cutting at Snow Bowl and Canyon mine, communica- 
tion between Agent Fain and the FBI field office in- 
dicates strong interest in averting, or redirecting the 
planned pole-cutting at the Central Arizona Project 
on the night of May 30, 1989. An arrest at a power 
line connected to an actual nuclear power plant, and 
a more direct connection to Dave Foreman, would 
yield better payoff for the major case investigation. 

When it became apparent that the Central Arizona 
Project power line sabotage was going to happen any- 
way, anti-terrorist SWAT teams were dispatched to the 
desert and Agent Fain once again offered to drive. His 
old F-210, with the humorously chosen environmen- 
tal bumper stickers, "Clear Cut Wal-Mart" and "Don't 
Nuke my Fruit", ferried Mark and Marc and Peg west- 
ward, down the winding spars, to their demise. 

The Phoenix FBI division immediately released pre- 
written lead stories to major papers throughout the 
west, claiming to have intervened in a plot which 
could have caused nuclear meltdowns. They reported 
that "the arrests are a result of a three year investiga- 
tion... as a result of damage done to power lines lead- 
ing into Palo Verde Nuclear Facility in 1986," linking 
the EMETIC investigation to an event that none of 
us had been involved in. (However, internal agency 
memoranda reiterate; "The captioned case is not, nor 
has ever been, an investigation of the organization 
known as Earth First)". 

An FBI spokesman told national media that automat- 
ic weapons had been seized from the defendants. Be- 
tween the three at power lines, there was nothing more 
menacing than a broken Swiss Army knife in the pock- 
et of Dr. Baker. It may be that Dave had registered guns 
at his home in Tucson, 300 miles from the power lines. 
More likely, any automatic weapons seized belonged to 
Agent Fain who was, technically, at the scene. 

I see from the case logs that my name is included among 
those arrested at the poles that night, in the prepared me- 
dia statements and in criminal charges to be made at the 
scene. But I am not at the poles; I am home with the chil- 
dren. The press release and the charges were amended. 

A few weeks after the arrests I had a visit from Ron 
Frazier who had been "out of town" for awhile. No 
one knew yet about his double identity and he had 
come to finally let me in on the secret. He was proud 
of what he had done, proud of the secret power he'd 
held over us, proud that he had been the real insider 
all along; he was nobody's fool. He looked at me as if 1 
should be proud of him too. 1 suddenly became aware 
of how completely alone 1 was then, in that room, in 
that house, in the forest all around with this psycho- 
path who thought I might love him. He looked at me, 



first as if I weren't "getting" what he was telling me 
and then as if I just didn't understand. "I had to," he 
insisted, "it was either go to the FBI or pull a Rambo at 
an Earth First! gathering." 

For over six months 1 was constantly pressured to 
cooperate in the case and threatened with indictment 
and arrest. From Lori Bailey's attempted "interview" 
the morning of the arrests [see Part I ], through endur- 
ing a Grand Jury inquiry on June 8, 1988 and into the 
Fall. On November 24, Agent Bailey and two lawyers 
from the Attorney General's office met with my court 
appointed lawyer "demanding cooperation in the 
pending case." Finally, in retaliation, on December 20, 
1988, a week before Christmas, a second indictment 
was released along with a warrant for my arrest. 

I placed the kids in the care of a friend and drove 
myself to the US Marshall's office, a hundred miles 
to the south in Phoenix, to turn myself in. In a bi- 
zarre Nightmare Before Christmas type scenario, I was 
taken, wrists pinned behind my back in hand cuffs, by 
two gun- wearing Marshalls through the labyrinthine 
hallways of some cavernous federal building in down 
town Phoenix. As we entered an empty elevator on a 
half-deserted hallway cul de sac, one of the men inex- 
plicably burst into holiday song: "Happy Holidays... 
BLAM! BLAML. .Happy Holidays BLAM! BLAML.." 

A few months later I was issued a subpoena to tes- 
tify as a witness for the prosecution on charges against 
Baker, Davis, Foreman and Millett. 

A year later, on December 13, 1990 all charges on the two 
existing indictments were combined into a single, massive 
indictment linked by far reaching charges of conspiracy. 
Each of the 17 counts carried a mandatory minimum 
sentence of 6-8 years. Again, in the spring before the trial, 
more heavy pressure came down to take a plea in exchange 



for cooperation. The FBI had a list of about 10 names they 
wanted more information on. My lawyer advised, ’"I think 
if we go to trial we're going to lose. If you choose not to 
cooperate assume you'll be sent to a prison facility for a 
significant number of years." There was no way out. 

I wanted more than anything to be with my chil- 
dren, free among the canyons 
and mountains of my home 
and to continue my work in 
public health. But I found my- 
self at a crossroads; everything 
that kept me strong and spiri- 
tually alive was on one side of 
the line and my freedom was 
on the other. Everything good 
and hopeful I might experi- 
ence or accomplish had its source in the regenerating 
cycles of the life I had crossed the line to fight for. 

I couldn't find it in myself to agree to terms that re- 
quired recanting, betraying what I knew to be true or 
injuring others who had fought, in their way, for the 
same thipg. But as the reality of the trial approached 
I shook with fear, like a clattering shell of old bones 
in the wind, down to my core. 

We went to trial in June 1991 — five defendants each 
with our own unique lawyer. The process of getting 
separate lawyers to defend us each individually while 
not using a defense that would endanger any other 
defendant had, in itself, been a monumental negotia- 
tion. It went against their instincts and training, but 
in the end they walked that tightrope with passion 
and fierce skill. It was the structure of the legal sys- 
tem itself that proved the greatest impediment to our 
cause. What can and cannot be brought into evidence 
is determined, in great detail, before the trial begins. 
No mention of radioactive contamination, no refer- 
ence to ecological or cultural degradation could enter 
the courtroom. This was a criminal trial, and the only 
question under consideration was: were criminal acts 
committed and are these scoundrels responsible? 

It is true that issues connected to the overreach 
of surveillance, entrapment and political repression 
were raised, within limits, throughout the trial and 
in the media. What could not be presented was the 
story of the places themselves. The harm to earth, 
water, critters and human displacement occurring at 
actual locations had no voice in the courtroom. 

A criminal trial is not the place for a battle about un- 
derlying environmental issues. In this arena the best 
always suffer the most. Just saying. 

Our liberal friends said they agreed with our senti- 
ments but not our methods, our lawyers claimed it was 
all the FBI's idea. 

The trial dragged on into late August with the govern- 
ment still presenting their evidence. It appeared that we, 
the defense, might not begin our arguments until some- 
time in the fall. Just before a 2 week break the govern- 


ment called what turned out to be their final witness — 
the man responsible for the production of plutonium 
triggers at Rocky Flats. 

It is hard to conceive of such a human existing, but 
I have seen him. He looks like any other human. This 
man, whose job it is to assemble a device that will, with 
certainty, ignite a nuclear fusion 
reaction by raising the tempera- 
ture to 50 million degrees, took 
his seat between the flags of the 
USA and the land called Arizona. 
He answered cooperatively and 
factually each question posed to 
him — how the triggers are pro- 
duced, where the parts come 
from, how they are transported, 
what materials are used, where they are assembled. It 
would have been out of order — or "irrelevant" — to ques- 
tion the effect of these actions on any living being. Even 
so, the usual small rustlings and stirrings in the crowded 
room slowly faded and then ceased altogether. The jury 
seemed to recoil as they absorbed the content of this 
prolonged testimony; the complete and permanent de- 
struction of life described as a merely logical, even re- 
spectable, enterprise. The entire room seemed to draw 
back and fall mute. 

Immediately following this testimony, Judge 
Broomfield adjourned the court for a late summer 
break. During this time the lawyers began negotiating 
a deal that would allow each of the five defendants 
to plead guilty to one charge each without having to 
cooperate in any government investigation or pro- 
vide testimony on any one else. It was an all or none 
deal — if any one defendant refused, the offer was off 
for everyone. Mark wanted to fight it to the end. Dave 
took an eventual misdemeanor charge on a count of 
conspiracy — giving a copy of his book, A Field Guide 
to Monkeywrenching, to Ron Frazier at the 1988 Ren- 
dezvous. Marc and Peg and I were ready to get out 
of the legal machine and begin the long road to get- 
ting our lives back. After much discussion and debate 
we accepted the deal. Miraculously we'd managed to 
hold together for two years through intense pressure, 
heartbreak and personal differences. 

At sentencing in September, the prosecuting US 
attorney reassured the court that the most danger- 
ous group of terrorists ever to operate in the state 
of Arizona had been brought to justice. I imagined 
lassoes whirling overhead. She spoke of the terror of 
Hobbes’ (imagined) "State of Nature" and how we 
had struck fear in the hearts of decent citizens who, 
unlike us, honored The Contract. I thought about 
the "bugs" in my bedroom, the uranium sleeping in 
the Belly of the Mother, secret cold springs gently 
pumping in hidden lava flows in the folds of the 
mountain. Oddest of all, she explained to the media 
assembled on the stately portico of the US 
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Federal building in downtown Phoenix that the govern- 
ment had done no less than rescue the mainstream en- 
vironmental movement from ruin. She stated, "[these 
sentences will aid in] crushing this radical deviant 
pseudo-environmental movement that has besmirched 
legitimate environmental movements like the Audubon 
Society and the Sierra Club." Besmirched! 

Her statement, hyperbolic as it was, gives substance 
to the insight of one of the most useful political phi- 
losophers of our age, Antonio Gramsci, who observed, 
"Civil society is, indeed, the state itself," and serves 
the critical function of "securing the permanent con- 
sent of the governed." The real threat was that the en- 
vironmental movement as a whole might grow teeth 
and redraw the conceptual boundaries of legitimacy 
around the corporate-state paradigm of 'highest use 
value' within which all the world now suffers. 

As for myself, I walked out of the Federal Court in 
Phoenix into a sea of news cameras and microphones. 
My kids were there, sitting on the landscaped earth 
playing in the gravel next to me in the midst of the 
pandemonium of it all. The news people wanted to 
know what I felt, what I thought about what had hap- 
pened. All I could think was that, after this entire aw- 
ful ordeal, the beautiful heart of Red Butte and the San 
Francisco Peaks are still under siege — what will it take 
to stop the destruction of these places? 

I am an unlikely subject for such high-profile, high-roll- 
ing goings on. Frankly, I am a square. Boring, introverted 
and for most of my life worked a regular job. Fireside bac- 
chanals scare me; I look bad in tribal attire. But I under- 
stood what was happening in the earth beneath my feet 
and the waters cycling around and through me. 

I could see clearly that the thihg devouring the fu- 
ture had to be stopped in the present. I don't think 
there is one way to do it — there is no manual, nor 
would we trust one if there were. There would not be 
a clear ending — as in victory — to our struggles. The 
meaning of the word hope is radically undone. What 
there is are innumerable acts of resistance- requiring 
immeasurable forms of imagination, rooted in the 
material reality of our common existence. 

Earth First! has done well to keep a healthy distance 
from the numbing blandishments of formal power and 
to develop within our own culture, over time, an analy- 
sis and repertoire of actions that draw upon the fullest 
range of possibilities for human response to an unprec- 
edented crisis. It falls on each of us to find that path be- 
tween freedom and survival as an individual, and the 
instinctual — I believe genetic — knowledge that our ex- 
istence is inseparable from that of our fellow creatures 
and the Earth that we know to be our only home. ^ 

Use suggests checking out www.savethepeaks.org tq get in- 
volved with the ongoing struggle in the San Fransisco Peaks. 
Part I of this story can be ordered online www.earthfirstjour- 
nal.org or through the Earth First! Journal's mailing address. 


EMETIC’S LETTER TO SNOW BOWL 

The following text was taken from the original court tran- 
scripts of the Arizona 5 case. It's a legendary letter in it's 
ruthless humor and tongue-in-cheek reference to the right- 
wing-nut Governor at the time. 

"The lift cables have been rendered unusable... 

We realize that this is getting expensive. So we are go- 
ing to propose a compromise. It is colder than a Bruce 
Babbitt speech, crawling around that mountain at 
night, and all of us would prefer to return to our usual 
nocturnal diversion of pursuing meaningless relation- 
ships in sleazy but warm bars. 

The positions: 

EMETIC — Get the machinery totally off The Peaks. 
Let the trees grow back, and the scars heal. Chain Fair- 
field's CEO to a tree at the 10,000 foot level, and feed 
him shrubs and roots until he understands the sui- 
cidal folly of treating this planet primarily as a tool for 
making money. 

Fairfield — Catch, draw and quarter all members 
of EMETIC. Pave the Snowbowl road at taxpayer ex- 
pense. A bill accomplishing this just passed Congress. 
Put up more lifts. Cut down lots of trees. Turn this 
mountain into a garbage strewn money machine. Sell 
hundreds of tacky condos, take the bucks and go back 
to looking for someplace else to turn into a crappy 
imitation of Los Angeles. 

The Compromise — Fairfield agrees to the following 
actions: they will withdraw their ongoing attempts to 
get Forest Service permission to expand the ski area, 
and not pave the existing dirt road. They will consult 
with appropriate spiritual authorities on the Navajo 
and Hopi reservations, and agree not to operate at all 
on the days of greatest religious significance. In return, 
EMETIC will go away and stop bothering them, and 
everybody will be happy. i 

Sounds good to us. 

In passing, it seems necessary to clear up some 
of the confusion surrounding our name. We would 
like to state clearly here and now that we firmly 
support Governor Mecham in his courageous battle 
against the militant, liberal faggots trying to hound 
him from office. He has done more in a few months 
to slow economic growth in Arizona than EMETIC 
could hope to with years of dedicated, conscientious 
destruction. If he is recalled, and someone compe- 
tent elected, then Arizona's rampaging business com- 
munity will be free to return its full attention to the 
process of turning one of the loveliest places on earth 
into a giant shopping mall. 

We aren't really terrorists. We refuse to do anything 
that will physically injure anyone. We just needed a T 
word to make the acronym work. 

If our compromise is accepted, Fairfield should 
just place a small ad in the classified personals sec- 
tion, of next Thursday's Arizona Republic. It should 
say, in capital letters, UNCLE. Otherwise, better 
hire more security." 
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1. Tell the Earth, “I love you. I can’t live without you.” 

2. You may feel embarrassed to be lovers with the Earth. Let it go. 

3. Spend time with her. 

4. Ask her what she likes, wants, and needs — then try to give it to her. 

5. Massage the Earth with your feet. 

6. Admire her views often. 


ZCirculate erotic energy with her. 
8.Smell her. 

9. Taste her. 

1 0. Touch her all over. 

1 l.Hug and stroke her trees. 

1 2. Talk dirty to her plants. 

1 3. Swim naked in her waters. 


25 Ways to Make 
Love to the Earth 

by Elizabeth Stephens and Annie Sprinkle 


M. Lay on top of her, or let her get on top. 

1 5. Do a nude dance for her. 



16. Sing to her. 

1 7. Kiss and lick her. 

1 8. Bury parts of your body deep inside her soil. 

1 9. Plant your seeds in her. 

20. Love her unconditionally even when she’s angry or cruel. 

2 1. Keep her clean. Please recycle. 

22. Work for peace. Bombs hurt. 

23. If you see her being abused, raped, exploited, protect her 
as best you can. 

24. Protect her mountains, waters and skys. 

25. Vow to love, honor and cherish the Earth 
until death brings you closer together forever. 


Elizabeth Stephens & Annie Sprinkle are com- 
mitted to doing art projects that inspire more 
love for the Earth and our environment. They 
have had seven, big eco-themed performance 
art weddings in five countries; they married the v 
Earth, the Sky, Sea, Moon and the Appalachian 
Mountains. They aim to make the environ- 
mental movement more sexy, fun and diverse 
with their theater piece, visual art, and printed 
matter. Beth is a professor of art at University 
of California Santa Cruz and is working on a 
film about MTR. Annie holds a Ph.D. in human 
sexuality and is a renowned performance artist. 
They are out ecosexuals. L0VEARTLAB.ORG 
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philosophical game; it is about addressing a carefully-craftedi 


been deliberately contrived by governments and corporations. ^ ' 




M.i David Brower, the Sierra Club’s first executive director, told me that the greatest 
^Shortcoming of mainstream environmentalism is that it had never taken advantage of its 
power base, the millions who support it, by mobilizing it. 

; f The radical environmental movement should be the force that gathers those millions. 
- It is oh a moral crusade, it cannot win through destructive means.” 

•; — Rik Scarce, “End Ecotage” for full article, seeNEwswiRE.EARTHFinsTjouRNAL.ORG 
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“I fully praise those individuals who take direct action, by any means necessary, 
to stop the destruction of the natural world and threats to all life... 


(The) drive for profits at any cost needs to be fiercely targeted, and those responsible 




' 
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for the massive injustices punished. If there is any real concern for justice, freedom, 
and, at least, a resemblance of a true democracy, this revolutionary ideal must become 
a reality. All power to the people. Long live the Earth Liberation Front. Long live the 


- Craig Rosebraugh, Written Testimony Presented to The U.S. House Subcommittee on 
•; Forests and Forests Health 
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Re-visiting Uncle Ted 


A look at MnologicalSIam: 
the collected i votings ofllieodore J. Kecmki 

ala. “the Unabomher" 


August 14, 1983: "The fifth of August I begun u hike to the east. I got to my hiihleu earn/) that I Imre in a gulch 
beyond what I call " Diagonal Gulch." I stayed there through the following day, August 6. 1 felt the peace of the forest 
there. But there are few huckleberries there, and though there are deer, there is very little small game. Furthermore, it 
had been a long time since I had seen the beautiful and isolated plateau where the various branches of Trout Cheek 
originate. So I decided to take off for that area on the 7th of August. A little after crossing the roads in the neighborhood 
of Crater Mountain 1 began to hear chain saws; the sound seemed to be coming from the upper reaches of Rooster Rill 
Creek. I assumed they were cutting trees; I didn't like it but I thought I would be able to avoid such things when I got 
onto the plateau. Walking across the hillsides on my way there, I saw down below me a new road that had not been 
there previously, and that appeared to cross one of the ridges that close in Stemple Cheek. This made me feel a little 
sick. Nevertheless, 1 went on to the plateau. What I found there broke my heart. The plateau was criss-crossed with 
new roads, broad and well-made for roads of that kind. The plateau is ruined forever. The only thing that could save 
it now would be the collapse of the technological society'. I couldn't bear it. That was the best ami most beautiful ami 
isolated place around here and I have wonderfiil memories of it. 

One road passed within a couple of hundred feet of a lovely spot where I camped for a long time a few years ago ami 
passed many happy hours. Full of grief and rage I went back and camped by South Fork Humbug Creek. 

The next day I started for my home cabin. My route took me past a beautiful spot, a favorite place of mine where 
there was a spring of pure water that could safely be drunk without boiling. I stopped and said a kind of prayer to the 
spirit of the spring. It was a prayer in which I swore that I would take revenge for what was being done to the forest, 
"/...land then I returned home as quickly as I could because I have something to do!" 


By Panagiotis Evangelos Nasios Tsolkas 

Many of us grew up with a wild-ass grandpa or grumpy 
uncle. Whether they were preaching conspiracy theories, 
needling us to invest in gold or embarrassing us in front 
of our friends by gleefully threatening to get revenge on 
the techno-industrial empire, they usually made quite 
an impression. Ted Kaczynski might just be that relative 
to those of us in the radical ecological movement. Over 
the past few decades, some have cringed at his sight and 
others have cheered, but we've all had to ask ourselves, 
is he really related to us?! 

Did he subscribe to the Earth First! Journal? Didn’t I see 
him eating at the Food Not Bombs picnic once? Was he at the 
Rendezvous? (or did he get kicked out?!) 

While the speculations could take on mythical propor- 
tions, the only evidence to surface suggested an obscure 
relation at best — despite some persistent attempts to con- 
nect him to an organized movement. For example, in 
April '96, Tampa Tribune columnist Cal Thomas reported, 
"Kaczynski went to an Earth First! meeting at the Uni- 
versity of Montana where a hit list of enemies of the en- 
vironment was distributed." Thomas, a former publicist 
for Jerry Falwell, conflated both allegations: the meeting 
was actually a Native Forest Network conference and the 
list came from Live Wild or Die, not the Earth First! Journal 
(although when FBI agents raided Kaczynski's Montana 
cabin, they claimed to find copies of both). 

According to the Center for Consumer Freedom's fa- 
mous Earth Firsti-bashing website, www.activistcash.com, 


the FBI said Earth First! Journal was one of Kaczynski's favor- 
ite periodicals. As annoying as these industry fronts tend 
to be, their sources are occassionally solid. In this case, a 
1998 court transcript stated that a letter titled "Suggestion 
for Earth Firstiers from FC" (said to be the Unabomber's 
pseudonym) was found in Kaczynski's cabin, which read in 
part: "As for the Mosser bombing, our attention was called 
to Burston-Marsteller [sic] by an article that appeared in the 
Earth First! Litha [sic]." The transcript also states "the cabin 
searchers also found a copy of a letter to a radical environ- 
mental group known as Earth First!, and that letter began: 
'This is a message from FC. The F.B.I. calls us Unabom. We 
are the people who recently assassinated the president of 
the California Forestry Association.'" 

In the Beltane '96 issue bf the Journal, co-editor Leslie 
Hemstreet authored a thorough rebuttal to media accu- 
sations following Ted's bust, primarily by distancing the 
movement from him to the greatest extent possible (in- 
cluding inaccuracies). The editorial collective went as far 
as filing the first stages of a lawsuit against the FBI, which 
was mostly fruitless. With the Journal bearing the brunt of 
the pressure, the angle taken by the Eugene collective at 
the time is understandable. The anxiety, fear ahd confu- 
sion show most clearly when Hemstreet asserts that "to 
even identify the Unabomber as environmentally moti- 
vated is stretching it. Of his 26 victims, only two had any 
environmental connection." [see A Few FC Targets] 

Little else ever appeared about Uncle Ted in the Journal — 
no analysis of targets, no critique of the manifesto— but 
plenty of whispers, rants and arguments could be heard 
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around our campfires. In June '99, a former Journal editor, first appearance. According to Ted, "Whenever a movement 
Theresa Kintz, attempted to break the silence by conduct- of resistance begins to emerge, these leftists (or whatever you 
ing the first interview with Ted Kaczynski; however, at that choose to call them) come swarming to it like flies to honey 
year's Round River Rendezvous in Colorado the movement until they outnumber the original members, take it over, and 
rejected the idea of running it. Instead Anarchy: a Journal of turn it into just another leftist faction, thereby emasculating 
Desire Armed and the UK edition it. The history of Earth First! pro- 

of Green Anarchist published it IF THE UHABOMBER PREVAILS vides an elegant example of this 


jointly. Neither of which was, for 
better or worse, constrained by 
public process or movement ac- 
countability. 

In response to Kintz's question 
about his influences, Kaczynski 
responded: "I read Edward Abbey 
in mid-eighties and that was one 
of the things that gave me the idea 
that, 'yeah, there are other people 
out there that have the same at- 
titudes that I do.' I read The Mon- 
keywrench Gang, I think it was. But 
what first motivated me wasn't 
anything I read. I just got mad see- 
ing the machines ripping up the 


AND WE RETURN TO WILD NATURE.. 



process." He reiterates this idea 
throughout the book in various let- 
ters to correspondents. 

Uncle Ted obviously preferred 
the overly-masculine, right-wing 
patriarchal days of Earth First!. 
Even if the reality is that his pre- 
ferred faction couldn't hold its 
own in the Earth First! move- 
ment and much of it has since 
gone status quo, obsessing over 
pro-border policy and popula- 
tion, does that mean we should 
dismiss everything he has to say? 
I don't think so. In my opinion, 
it's far past time we take a deeper 


woods and so forth... CAN I STILL HAVE MY CARPHONE? look for ourselves. 

To reflect on three decades of the 


ecological resistance movement while ignoring the dialogue Industrial Society's Future 

about industrial civilization that Tiki's endeavors sparked In his famous treatise to the developed world, "Industrial So- 

would be negligent. For the most part, however, Earth First! defy and Its Future" (ISAIF), originally published in the New 
has shied away from any open discussion about Kaczynski. York Tunes and Washington Post in exchange for an end to the 
At what point can we move on past that? bombing, there were some thoughtful, basic tips on strategy: 

Feral House Publishers offered a guiding step in their "The line of conflict should be drawn between the mass of 

opening note to the readers of Technological Slavery by re- the people and the power holding elite of industrial sodety . . . 
minding us that even technophiles like Bill Joy, founder For example, it would be bad strategy for the revolutionar- 
of Sun Microsystems, have been able to express their re- ies to condemn Americans for their habits of consumption, 
gard for Ted's writing: Instead the average American should be portrayed as a vic- 

"Iike many of my colleagues, I felt that I could easily tim of the advertising and marketing industry, which has 
have been the Unabomber's next target. He is clearly a suckered him into buying a lot of junk that he doesn't need 
Luddite, but simply saying this does not dismiss his argu- and that is a very poor compensation for his lost freedom, 
ment. . . As difficult as it is for me to acknowledge, I saw Either approach is consistent with the facts. . . As a matter of 
some merit in the reasoning in [Kaczysnki's writing]." strategy one should generally avoid blaming the public." 

"One should think twice before encouraging any oth- 
About the book er social conflict than that between ^the power holding 

Technological Slavery opens with an author's note from elite (which wields technology) and the general public 
Ted: "I expect it to be advertised and promoted in ways (over which technology exerts its power)... [which] may 
that I will find offensive. Moreover, I do not like the new actually encourage technologization, because each side 
title..." (Editions Xenia published a first edition in French in such a conflict wants to use technological power to 
in 2008 as The Road to Revolution, as well as a limited release gain advantages over its adversary. This is clearly seen in 
of 400 copies in English). Ted again expresses his deep dis- rivalries between nations. It also appears in ethnic con- 
satisfaction with the book in the first line of his forward. flicts within nations," (from paragraphs 190 and 191). 

In case you don't get the picture, Uncle Ted is bitter. Uncle Ted must have had doubts about the efficacy 
Despite the author's discouragement, I kept reading. And of some of his strategies (like 204 and 205 where he 
I'm glad I did. In fact, Technological Slavery took me back to encourages revolutionaries to have as many babies 
age 17 and my telemarketing cubicle job, where I read his as possible!), because he then says in 206: "If expe- 
words for the first time. A dozen years later, it still evoked rience indicates that some of the recommendations 
much of the same intellectual stimulation (only now I made in the foregoing paragraphs are not going to 
was staring at a computer in the EF! Journal office). give good results, then those recommendations 

Speaking of EF!, only four pages into his book EF! makes its should be discarded . " 
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A Critique of Anarcho-Primitivism 

The book's next essay, “The Truth About Primitive Life", is 
in agreement with what Ted sees as the philosophical posi- 
tion of the green anarchist tendency, but focuses on a deep 
challenge to what he sees 
as the tamed, mythical ver- 
sion of anthropology it bases 
itself on, concluding "you 
can't build an effective revo- 
lutionary movement out of 
soft-headed dreamers, lazies, 
and charlatans. You have to 
have tough-minded, realistic, 
practical people, and people 
of that kind don't need the 
anarcho-primitivists' mushy 
utopian myth." And he backs 
up his position with a whop- 
ping 313 footnotes to his an- 
thropology research. 

The System's Neatest Trick and Hit Where It Hurts 

In this short essay, Uncle Ted points out what "the Sys- 
tem" is, and how it turns rebellion to its own advantage. 
He observes that "commentators like Rush Limbaugh 
help the process by ranting against activists: Seeing that 
they have made someone angry fosters the activists' illu- 
sion that they are rebelling." 

He warns that university intellectuals also play an im- 
portant role in carrying out the system's trick: "Though 
they like to fancy themselves independent thinkers, the 
intellectuals are (allowing for individual exceptions) the 
most oversocialized. The most conformist, the tamest 
and most domesticated. The most pampered, dependent, 
and spineless group in America today." 

Kaczynski's grudge with Universities might have some- 
thing to do with throwing away his youth by going to 
Harvard at 16, not to mention the CIA-sponsored MKUL- 
TRA studies he endured there in which he was subjected 
to extremely stressful and prolonged psychological attack, 
strapped into a chair and connected to electrodes that 
monitored physiological reactions, while facing bright 
lights and a two-way mirror. . . Just saying. 

Uncle T also waxes briefly on the topic of veganism, viv- 
section and animal rights: "...opposition to mistreatment 
of animals may be useful to the System: Because a vegan 
diet is more efficient in terms of resource-utilization than a 
carnivorous one is, veganism, if widely adopted, will help 
to ease the burden placed on the Earth's limited resources 
by the growth of the human population. But activists' in- 
sistence on ending the use of animals in scientific experi- 
ments is squarely in conflict with the system's needs, since 
for the foreseeable future there is not likely to be any work- 
able substitute for living animals as research subjects." 

In "Hit Where it Hurts"(originally published in Green 
Anarchy, 2002), he continues on a similar theme, respond- 
ing to a letter from an animal liberationist in Denmark: 


"I agree that keeping wild animals in cages is intoler- 
able, and that putting an end to such practices is a noble 
cause. But there are many other noble causes, such as 
preventing traffic accidents, providing shelter for the 

homeless, recycling, or 
helping old people cross 
the street. Yet no one is 
foolish enough to mistake 
these for revolutionary ac- 
tivities, or to imagine that 
they do anything to weak- 
en the system." 

Only half that original 
article made it into the Fe- 
ral House book (at Ted's re- 
quest). The article in its en- 
tirety can be found in Green 
Anarchy or - gasp! online. It 
is interesting for his identi- 
fication of the vital organs 
of the "System" for revolu- 
tionary targeting, "...but only [for] legal forms of protest 
and resistance," of course. 

Excerpts from letters 

Although the book's republished letters and essays are re- 
petitive, some excerpts lend themselves to interesting dialogue 
and insight about Ted’s life and the choices he made. 

From his letter to MK (a Turkish anarchist), October 
2003: "Because I found modem life absolutely unaccept- 
able, I grew increasingly hopeless until, at the age of 24, 
I arrived at a kind of crisis: I felt so miserable that I didn't 
care whether I lived or died. But when I reached that point, 
a sudden change took place: I realized that if I didn't care 
whether I lived or died, then I didn't need to feat the con- 
sequences of anything I might do. Therefore I could do 
anything I wanted. I was free! That was the great turning- 
point in my life because it was then that I acquired cour- 
age, which has remained with me ever since. It was at 
that time, too, that I became certain that I would soon 
go to live in the wild, no matter what the consequences. 

I spent two years teaching at the University of California 
in order to save some money, then 1 resigned my position 
and went to look for a place to live in the forest." 

"Whatever philosophical or moral rationalizations 
people' may invent to explain their belief that violence 
is wrong, the real reason for that belief is that they have 
unconsciously absorbed the system's propaganda." ... 
"Green anarchist, anarcho-primitivists, and so forth (the 
'GA Movement') have fallen under such heavy influ- 
ence from the left that their rebellion against civilization 
has to a great extent been neutralized. Instead of rebel- 
ling against the values of civilization, they have adopted 
many civilized values themselves and have constructed 
an imaginary picture of primitive societies that embodies 
these civilized values. "... "I don' t mean that there is any- 
thing wrong with gender equality, kindness to animals, 



tolerance of homosexuality, or the like. But these values 
have no relevance to the effort to eliminate technological 
civilization. They are not revolutionary values. An effec- 
tive revolutionary movement will have to adopt instead 
the hard values of primitive societies, such as skill, self- 
discipline, honesty, physical and mental stamina, intoler- 
ance of externally-imposed restraints, capacity to endure 
physical pain, and, above all, courage." 

In another excerpt, from FC to Scientific American, 
1995, Ted had this to say: "The engineers who initiated the 
industrial revolution can be forgiven for not having antici- 
pated its negative consequences. But the harm caused by 
technological progress is by this time sufficiently apparent 
so that to continue to promote it is grossly irresponsible." 

The (Coming) Road to Revolution 

These two essays, "The Coming Revolution" and "The 
Road to Revolution", have the same premise. The former 
was originally written in Spanish (no publication date or 
location is provided). It opens with a quote from Albert 
Einstein: "Our entire much-praised technological prog- 
ress, and civilization generally, could be compared to an 
ax in the hand of a pathological criminal." 

Kaczynski makes the case tha't a "great revolution is 
brewing", likening it to revolutionary social changes in 
centuries past. "The values linked with so-called prog- 
ress — that is, with immoderate economic and techno- 
logical growth — were those that in challenging the val- 
ues of the old regimes created the tensions that led to the 
French and Russian Revolutions. The values linked with 
'progress' have now become the values of another domi- 
neering regime: the technoindustrial system that rules 
the world today." 

Disappointingly, the second version of the essay opens 
with a quote from Mao Tsetung. Yes, Ted, the revolution 
is not a dinner party. We know. Maybe not a vegan pot 
luck either. But where does that leave us — those who feel 
affinity with much of Ted's convictions but who engage in 
the Earth First! movement because of its decentralization, 
non-hierarchal structure and rejection of a narrow strategy? 
I know what Ted would say, but by the end of the book, I 
was ready to know what the rest of y'all think. 


Why now? 

The final chapter explains the reason for the timing of 
the book's publication. Ted runs through several pages of 
legalese explaining his efforts as a jailhouse attorney to 
defend his rights to maintain control of his writing under 
First Amendment protections and, essentially, losing. The 
rest of his property was sold with the money going to- 
wards restitution of injured recipients of his bombs. Now 
his papers may also go to auction. 

In 2000, his enemies' quest for profit took a strange 
path. The SF Weekly reported that Gellen, who lost his 
left arm as a result of one of Kaczynski 's mail bombs, took 
Kaczynski to court in an effort to repossess his property 
and offer it for sale to the highest bidder. "There were 
interested parties who were willing to pay more than 
$1 million dollars for the property," claims Julian Hill, 
lawyer for timber industry executive and Unabomber 
victim, Dick Gellen, "and instead it was sold for only 
$7,500. That $1 million should have gone to the fami- 
lies of his victims." 

The property was sold to Joy Richards, with whom Ted 
maintained correspondence for ten years. She told the 
Sacramento Bee that she ( hoped to eventually live on the 
property, build a residence and to preserve it. "His ideas are 
what really matter, and I thought his ideas were brilliant." 

She passed away in 2006. His book is dedicated to her 
memory, with love. 

When Kintz asked him in 1999 if he was afraid of losing 
his mind in prison, Kaczynski replied: 

"No, what worries me is that I might in a sense adapt to 
this environment and come to be comfortable here and 
not resent it anymore. And I am afraid that as the years go 
by that I may forget, I may begin to lose my memories of 
the mountains and the woods and that's what really wor- 
ries me, that I might lose those memories, and lose that 
sense of contact with wild nature in general. But I am not 
afraid they are going to break my spirit." 

X 

Ted is serving a life sentence without the possibility of parole. Letters 
can be sent to: Ted Kaczynski # 04475-046 , US Pen-Admin Max Facil- 
ity, P.O. Box 8500, Florence, CO 81226. 


TOP TEN REASONS TO VOTE UNABOMBER, Your presidential write-in choice for ‘96, by Lydia Eccles: “If the Unabomber put a hairline crack in the myth 
of progress, we should apply a wedge now-the Unabomber’s fifteen seconds are fust about up. But an election lasts a year. An anti-technological rallying 
point only came into being because of the criminal chase. There's not going to be another opportunity. . . HE's GOT THE CREDENTIALS. The Urtabomber's 
use of violence should not disqualify him from consideration. His willingness and ability to effectively use violence to achieve strategic political goals merely 
demonstrate the essential qualifications to be president. " — From UNAPAC's write-in campaign to elect Unabomber for president 


Don 'f bleme me! 
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A Few FC Targets 

In all, 16 bombs — which injured 23 people and killed three — were attributed to Kaczynski. All but the 
first few contained the initials "FC", which Ted later asserted stood for "Freedom Club." 


Timber Industry 

In April, 1995, a bomb killed Gilbert 
Murray, president of the timber industry 
lobbying group California Forestry Asso- 
ciation. Murray was described as a "Wise 
Use Leader" by Ron Arnold's Center for 
Defense of Free Enterprise. 

Corporate Public Relations 

In 1994, Burson-Marsteller (BM) ex- 
ecutive Thomas J. Mosser was killed by 
a mail bomb sent to his North Caldwell, 
New Jersey home. In a letter to the New 
York Times FC stated that the company 
"helped Exxon clean up its public image 
after the Exxon Valdez incident" and, 
more importantly, because "its business 
is the development of techniques for 
manipulating people's attitudes." 

BM is one of the largest public rela- 
tions agencies in the world. It is now a 
unit of Young & Rubicam, owned by 
WPP Group. The firm has 58 wholly- 
owned and 45 affiliated offices in 59 
countries across six continents. 

BM works with global producers and 
marketers of petroleum products in train- 
ing their employees how to respond to 
crises and working on key communica- 
tions of specific crisis situations such as 
oil spills and serious accidents. Among 
those served by BM are Shell, Exxon Mo- 
bil, Conoco, Chevron, BP and Gulf. 

BM represented Union Carbide, joint- 
ly responsible for the Bhopal disaster 
in 1984 that killed some 2,000 people. 
After the Three Mile Island accident of 
1979 became the most significant ac- 
cident in the history of US commercial 
nuclear power generation, BM conduct- 
ed public relations work for the plant's 
manufacturers, Babcock & Wilcox. 

The Indonesian government paid BM 
millions to help improve the country's 
human rights and environmental im- 
age, following the 1991 Santa Cruz mas- 
sacre in East Timor. They campaigned 
against human rights organizations at 
the behest of the last Argentine military 
dictatorship and conducted a PR cam- 
paign in the Czech Republic on behalf 
of TVX Gold, which threatened the Su- 
mava Mountains. 


In 1991 BM began a PR campaign for 
Dow-Coming to handle the growing 
public health controversy over silicone 
breast implants. 

Most recently, BM represented Black- 
water USA following a 2007 incident in 
which Blackwater employees killed 17 
Iraqi civilians. 

Computers, Robotics, 

In May of 1982 Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity, Nashville, Tennessee received 
an FC bomb, injuring university 
secretary Janet Smith. Vanderbuilt's 
Institute for Space and Defense Elec- 
tronics housed in the Department of 
Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Science, is the largest such academic 
facility in the world. 

In 1985, a California computer store 
owner was killed by a bomb placed in 
the parking lot of his store. A similar at- 
tack against a computer store occurred 
in Salt Lake City, Utah 1987. 

Electrical Engineering 

Diogenes J. Angelakos who served for 
four decades as a professor at the Berke- 
ley campus, had his labs attacked by 
bombs twice, in 1982 and 1985. Ange- 
lakos served as director of the Electron- 
ics Research Laboratory at Berkeley from 
1964 to 1985 and was widely credited 
with building one of the university's 
largest research laboratories. He was rec- 
ognized as one of the world's foremost 
experts on scattering of electromagnetic 
waves, as well as on the design of wire- 
less antennas. One injured him, the 
other, a Berkeley graduate student. 

In 1993, David Hillel Gelemter, a 
neoconservative professor of com- 
puter science at Yale University, was 
critically injured. He helped found the 
company Mirror Worlds Technolo- 
gies based on his book Mirror ^ Worlds: 
or the Day Software Puts the Universe 
in a Shoebox... How It Will Happen and 
What It Will Mean, 1992. Among his 
other published books are American- 
ism: The Fourth Great Western Religion, 
2007; Machine Beauty: Elegance and the 
Heart of Technology, 1998; The Muse in 



the Machine: Computerizing the Poetry of 
Human Thought, 1994. 


Geneticists 

June 1993, geneticist Charles Epstein 
from University of California, San Fran- 
cisco was injured by a bomb. Gelemter' 
brother, a behavioral geneticist, received 
a "You are next" call. Geneticist Phil- 
lip Sharp at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology also received a threatening 
letter two years later. Kaczynski wrote a 
letter to the New York Times claiming 
that FC was responsible for the attacks 
and threats. 

Behavioral Sciences 

James V. McConnell was also a target 
of FC. In 1985, he was injured along with 
his research assistant Nicklaus Suino by 
a bomb, disguised as a manuscript, sent 
to his house in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
McConnell was a biologist and animal 
psychologist known for his research on 
planarians. His paper "Memory transfer 
through cannibalism in planarians" , 
published in the Journal of Neuropsychia- 
try, reported that when planarians con- 
ditioned to respond to a stimulus were 
ground up and fed to other planarians, 
the recipients learned to respond to the 
stimulus faster than a control group 
did. His findings were eventually com- 
pletely discredited. He also believed that 
memory was chemically based and that 
in the future humanity would be pro- 
grammed by drugs, commenting that 
he would rather be "a programmer than 
a programee." 




VERBOTEN: 

a forbidden 
nterview with 

the SHAC7 



The SHAC7 Trial Was One 
of the Defining Trials of the 
21 st Century. 

As the EF!J reported, “SHAC 
Sleeps with One Eye Open,” seven 
activists were being indicted on 
charges related to maintaining a 
website used by the animal rights 
community to protest vivisection. 
In an utter violation of free speech, 
six people were convicted and 
sentenced to up to six years each. I 
interviewed them separately. The 
following is a re-creation. 


r 


By Lilac 

At what point does a community 
of resistance become "underground"? 
The arrest and sentencing of Rod 
Coronado for "friending" Mike Ro- 
selle on facebook has provided a dif- 
ficult point of reference for me in that 
question. Who can I talk to? What 
can I talk about? 

I wanted to conduct a roundtable 
interview with defendants of the Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC) 
case, but the state forbids them to 
communicate. I suppose it's suitable, 
after all — their only charge was 
communicating, through the inter- 
net, with activists. I have, on the oth- 
er hand, interviewed separately Josh 
Harper, Darius Fulmer and Andy 
Stepanean, three of the activists who 
are now technically free, and turned 
it into a kind of imaginary roundta- 
ble interview. If free speech exists, it 
is only in our hearts. The following 
is a creative article about something 


that did not take place, none of the 
co-defendants have had any corre- 
spondence with each other. 

Instead, we are perhaps taken to the 
darkest recess of the mind — the space 
behind the retinal cone where the win- 
dows of the soul, weary from absorb- 
ing alien light, seek shelter beneath 
eyelids. SHAC has slept with one eye 
open for too long. I close my eyes and 
voices take hold out of utter darkness. 

I address Josh Harper first. "A 
lot of people think the SHAC cam- 
paign is doing better than ever." I 
say, "What do you think?" 

"I am not sure if it has grown or 
gotten stronger." Josh responds. "I 
certainly hear very strident rhet- 
oric, but in the US at least I am 
not seeing people take the kind of 
actions that made the campaign 
effective. It's disappointing. We 
need to face our failings if we ever 
want to see progress, and the truth 
seems to be that the government 
caused a great blow to the move- 


ment here in the US by conducting 
a campaign of harassment, surveil- 
lance, and malicious prosecutions. 
What we do with that information 
now is the important thing." 

The prominent features of Andy 
Stepanian take shape through the 
shadowy dark. He nods in agree- 
ment, "It's simple," he says, "HLS 
still exists. Any rational, empa- 
thetic human being feels outrage 
when they watch Michelle Rokke's 
tape or similar footage from the 
numerous undercover investiga- 
tions that shows HLS' vicious cru- 
elty, sloppy science, and a disre- 
gard for the health and well being 
of the consumers who ultimately 
would be exposed to the end prod- 
ucts they were testing. Additionally 
the animal rights movement is not 
one that is easily scared off. Yes the 
prosecution of the SHAC 7 served 
to scatter some of the flock, but 
it also served to invigorate others 
pledging to double their efforts." 




My thoughts turn to the SHAC7 trial. People 
throughout the world lent their efforts to support the 
SHAC7 under Freedom of Speech rights. If you didn't 
agree with all ani- 
mal rights activists, 
at least you could 
see that the SHAC7 
hadn't been charged 
with actions outside 
of making infor- 
mation available. 

Clearly, it was a 
symbolic trial to 
show activists that 
state was more into 
repressing dissent 
than learning from 
it. The sentencing of 
the SHAC7 created 
shock waves around 
the world. If you 
didn't hear about 
it, you felt it. Some- 
how, you knew. 

For a while, Andy's 
hope touches mine, 
and I wonder if 
things aren’t as bad 
as they seem. 

Then Darius Ful- 
mer speaks: "Re- 
grettably, I have to 
disagree. While I 
am excited to see so 
many activists fight- 
ing on in the face 
of government in- 
timidation, the cam- 
paign against HLS 
is nowhere near the 
force it once was. At 
its height, rarely did 
a day go by without a 
significant action, ei- 
ther aboveground or 
underground, against 
the lab or their fi- 
nancial supporters. 

It is that kind of relentless pressure that is necessary 
to close them down. We need to bring the campaign 
back to that level. 

"For now it seems we have fallen back into our usual 
template of scattered and unfocused protests against a 
wide array of targets with no clear path to success with 
any of them. Another aspect of the campaign that 
proved crucial was conducting an honest appraisal of 
our target, pinpointing their weaknesses, and devel- 


oping a realistic plan to succeed. We now have SF1AC- 
North America providing that vision and analysis. 1 
hope that people across the country take advantage 

of that blueprint and 
pour their hearts and 
souls into a focused 
campaign again." 

Darius's desperate 
but courageous tone 
strikes a chord, and I 
imagine what hell the 
three activists must 
have gone through. 
"The SHAC 7 are al- 
most totally out," I 
say, "What kind of 
support would you 
like to have from the 
radical community 
over the next five 
years?" 

A silence gathers 
like a still pond, un- 
til Josh speaks up, 
sending chills down 
my spine. "The kind 
where people hon- 
or the sacrifices we 
made by helping 
make ofir shared vi- 
sion a reality." 

I feel like the majes- 
tic statement breaks 
the ice, and Andy re- 
joins, "I have to sec- 
ond Josh, seeing our 
shared activist vision 
become a reality. 
There is no stronger 
support than know- 
ing that the fight 
that you held so dear 
was not a fight held 
in vain." 

Inspired, Darius 
boldly shares in the 
sentiment, "Finish 
the job. We have 
a tremendous opportunity before us. This could be 
the first time a social justice movement has actually 
closed down an unscrupulous multinational corpora- 
tion. The lab has been surviving on a $100 million 
loan which comes due in the summer of 2011. The 
time for action is now, HLS's finances can not be al- 
lowed to recuperate before then. 

"We need concerned people across the country 
and around the world to get involved, take action, 


WE NEED CONCERNED 
PEOPLE ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY AND AROUND 
THE WORLD TO GET 
INVOLVED, TAKE ACTION 
AND MAKE HISTORY. 



and make history. Seeing the campaign that they 
sacrificed so much for end successfully is, the best 
support any political prisoner could hope for. We 
need everyone to step into the ring and put HLS 
on the canvas." ( 

Pondering the power of their words, I wonder 
how the anti-heirarchal SHACtivists have been 
impacted by their case. 

"How do you feel about 
the publicity surrounding 
your case? How has it af- 
fected your interactions 
with friends, relatives and 
people you meet on the 
street?" 

Josh cracks up, exclaim- 
ing, "The best part of the 
publicity, aside from the 
support we received in 
prison, is that my mom 
gets to feel all 'gangster 
when she meets other veg- 
ans. Once she visited me 
in prison and she was just 
beaming as she explained, 

'Last night at. a vegan res- 
taurant I ate for free when 
the waiter found out I was 
your mom!' Don't get me 
wrong, I recognize how 
important the publicity is 
from a political perspec- 
tive, but from a personal 
perspective that is what 
made me happiest." 

May not be a free lunch, 
but what the hell, I think 
to myself, grinning. Andy 
is less stoked. "I can't fig- 
ure out if I like the public- 
ity or not. Publicity can 
be a double edged sword, it can serve to benefit a 
prisoner, an activist or a movement, while also at 
times also serving to erode security, create a sort 
of predictability, and bind the activist to have to 
Continue doing or employing whatever tactics 
garnered such attention in order to feed some sort 
of publicity monster." 

"It's ironic that I say this, because I work full- 
time as a publicist both for authors and for activ- 
ists, however I feel like that gives me a unique 
perspective. An example of my bound hands anal- 
ogy could be foynd a few weeks ago when I was 
pitching a TV show to run a story about activists 
who want to stop the construction of an offshore 
liquid natural gas terminal, mid way through my 
pitch they wanted me to come into their studio to 


talk about my experiences in prison. As I try to move on 
with my activism, I find a lot of people want to talk about 
the stuff I am trying to move past, and as much as I adore 
the Earth First! Journal this interview is no exception." 

The downcast response throws me off for a second, but 
Darius soon speaks up. "The publicity surrounding our 
case," he says, "has brought a lot of attention to the issue 
of animal experimentation and ex- 
ploitation in general. At this point, 
however, I am much more inter- 
ested in talking about the present. 
The trial and my incarceration were 
yesterday. What are we going to do 
today to shut down HLS?" 

So I change the subject. No more 
nostalgia, let's get to the brass tacks. 
"What kind of roles do you think 
you'll try to fill in the future?" 

Still beaming, Josh says, "Oh, I've 
got some fight left in me! Prison was 
traumatic and I am taking it slow on 
probation, but on the scale between 
'radical' and 'otherwise' I hope peo- 
ple can guess ■which end they'll al- 
ways find me on." 

Again, Andy is a little more re- 
served, but hopeful. "I hit the 
ground running when I got out 
of prison." he says, "Three friends 
and I started The Sparrow Project, 
a grassroots publicity agency for 
activists and artists committed to 
relevant social change. In a nutshell 
we aim to create moments where 
very typical people can question 
their current existence as well some 
of the oppressive institutions they 
may contribute to on a daily ba- 
sis. It's about creating those nexus 
moments when an otherwise non- 
activist finds themselves nodding 
their head to an activist effort. Now that my probation 
has finished, I have begun speaking at colleges and similar 
venues, and resumed my involvement in a documentary 
film project." 

Darius, who looked thoughtful while the other two 
spoke, answers slowly and provocatively: "Activists and 
even entire organizations too frequently choose one tactic 
or method of activism and stick with it, trying to apply it to 
every campaign. This reduces our ability to effectively cre- 
ate change. The SHAC campaign has been so successful pre- 
cisely because it didn't do this. Rather than using the same 
game plan as always, it looked at this particular target and 
developed the most effective means for this specific situa- 
tion. As far as I am concerned, it does not matter if a tactic 
is radical, moderate, conservative, militant, etc. The only 
question J have is this: is it going to get the job done?" 





“THE SHAC MOVEMENT WAS SO SUCCESSFUL BECAUSE IT MOVED AWAY FROM THE TYPICAL PROTEST MOLD 
OF YELUNG AT A BUILDING AND PLACED FOCUS ON THE MONEY THAT FED THAT ABUSIVE BUSINESS. IT 
. DIRECTLY CHALLENGED THE CAPITAL THAT KEPT HLS ALIVE.” ANDY STEPANIAN 
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My mental space is almost full, and I try to 
resolve the questions in my head with a final 
pregunta: 

"What do you think of the animal rights move- 
ment today? Has it changed? Do you have any 
ideas or thoughts about the future?" 

"When I was a kid we : all wanted to be Rod Coro- 
nado." Josh proclaims, "Now everyone wants to be 
a blogger. The animal rights movement has an in- 
credible amount of potential, sadly much of it gets 
wasted on tough words, angry t- shirts, and macho 
posturing on Facebook. All of that stuff is corny. I 
want to see people doing the hard work that needs 
to be done, not just posting pictures of guns and 
bullshit like that on the internet. 

"As far as the future goes, I love militancy, but 
I hate the silly culture that at- 
taches itself to the term. I want 
to see a mass movement that in- 
cludes, but is not limited to, kids 
in Earth Crisis hoodies or dread- 
locked crushes. Angry grannies, 
subversive yuppies with access 
to boardrooms, straight laced 
middle aged soccer moms — 
there is not reason any of those 
people couldn't get involved. 

We need millions of people to 
do the work that needs to get 
done, let's stop limiting our- 
selves within the confines of 
one subculture or another." 

Andy chimes in, "I think that 
it is unfortunate that our ani- 
mal rights movement is often 
single issued and myopic. I would be excited to 
see our movement adopt a solid critique of capi- 
talism. Capitalism is a predicate to myriad forms 
of oppression, often rewarding the oppressor with 
widened profit margins, this is true for animal op- 
pression, environmental degradation, gender op- 
pression, racism, sexism and homophobia. 

"The SHAC movement was so successful because it 
moved away from the typical protest mold of yelling 
at a building and placed focus on the money that fed 
that abusive business. It directly challenged the capi- 
tal that kept HLS alive. Our movements could gain 
a whole lot by taking a serious look at capitalism and 
adopting an anti-capitalist stance. 

"Additionally I think we should challenge this 
single-issue predisposition we have as a movement. 
I agree wholeheartedly that it is best not to spread 
yourself ineffectively thin on various issues when 
you can be really effective on one issue, however 
we should still recognize, respect, and show solidar- 
ity with, the struggles of womyn, struggles in com- 
munities of color, queer community, movements in 


the global south, etc, etc." 

Darius seems to agree, but maintains a contemplative 
distance. "When I was first involved in this movement I 
had plenty of passion, but little focus or strategy. I was in- 
furiated by animal exploitation and wanted to express that 
rage. This might have made me feel better, but often failed 
to create palpable change for abused animals. I was unfo- 
cused in my approach, wanting to speak out against every 
incidence of animal abuse rather than focusing on a single, 
winnable campaign. 

"The organizations I have come to most respect are 
those which, like SHAC, think strategically about what 
they want to achieve and how to make that happen. Your 
actions need not be on a grand scale to be effective. You 
don't have to close down a multinational corporation to 
make a change. Start with small, workable goals and meet 
them. Once you have your strategy, 
be flexible and creative in your ap- 
proach, but tenacious in your deter- 
mination and never back down." 

Yes. No Compromise. My mind 
begins to clear. "Anything else you 
want to communicate to the EFIf's 
readership?" 

"I would just like to thank everyone 
for their activism." Josh insists, "In a 
world where so few people lift a fin- 
ger to help others, y'all give me hope! 
We might be in the last generation of 
people who have a chance to make 
meaningful change, and I can not 
wait to be off of probation and back 
in the trenches with all of you." 

Andy responds in kind, "Likewise, 
I too would like to thank every- 
one who is out there fighting for the rights of animals, 
people, and the earth we share as home. Seeing others’ 
hard work is a shot in the arm for me to keep trudg- 
ing on as an activist, I owe that to each of you. Never, 
never doubt the effectiveness of even the smallest ac- 
tions. Stay inspired because inspiration is contagious, I 
see it regularly when someone contacts me and says my 
actions or words inspired them to become active, little 
do those folks know that it's their words at that very 
moment that give me the hope to keep doing what I do. 
I am so thankful for that, and hence I love each of you 
beyond words. 

Darius sums it up: "Every one of us has the power to 
change the world. The first step is to believe that we can 
and. will bring about animal liberation. But wanting it 
and believing in it is not enough. There is a lot of hard 
work that needs to be done. Don't wait for someone else 
to make it happen. Take the responsibility on yourself 
and make it happen. The stakes could not be higher, and 
the animals and Earth have nobody but you." 

Thank you to the SHAC7, whose words and sacrifices 
have made a million dreams possible. 





StayingoPut-and Telimgl Stories 


Histoi^anaTResistan’GelinfAppalachia 


by Wrenna Rust 

photos by Cheshire Tongkat 

In 2001, an attorney with the Robinson & McEl- 
wee law firm in Charleston, West Virginia wrote a 
depopulation plan for coal-producing areas in that 
state. The receiving address, presumably a coal com- 
pany, has been blacked out, but the content is avail- 
able. It reads: 

The state should make annual assistance grants 
for a period of years to low-income families who 
choose to relocate outside of the state of West Vir- 
ginia. If they came back, they'd lose their entitle- 
ment. ..the State should offer free college education 
at State-supported schools to the coal-field kids 
whose families move out and stay out . . .the State 
should condemn the land of stubborn people in the 
way of surface mine projects... 

The firm's plan has not (yet) been set into mo- 
tion. But the document's very existence points to 
a hundred years of smaller forced migrations in 


southern Appalachia, and King Coal's desire to 

erase a people and a culture. 

* 

It's an insane idea, blowing up geology, not 
to mention the layers of forest and human life 
that cling to it. I'm in the passenger seat of a car 
curving north on West Virginia Route 3. Along 
the ridge bald spots and high walls betray the 
existence of a mountaintop removal mine, and 
a row of spindly trees form a buffer between the 
mixed mesophytic forest below and the barren 
wasteland behind. 

Once over the old rail bridge, Andrew and I are 
in the town of Edwight. We've come to speak to 
Rick Bradford, community historian and retired 
schoolteacher, about his visions for a sustainable 
Coal River Valley. Andrew and I work with Coal 
River Mountain Watch, a local nonprofit fight- 
ing mountaintop removal mining. Andrew is an 
organizer and I am some sort of filler-of-holes. 
We are in Edwight to -write the profile of Rick 
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that will become part of a community mapping 
project on an educational web site Journey Up 
Coal River. 

The screen door slams behind Rick as he walks 
out into his yard, preceded by his pack of dogs 
and their cacophonic barking. Rick scolds the 
pups, who have encircled Andrew and I, in his 
thick Appalachian drawl. 

Railroad tracks run just behind the houses 
across the street, and I ask Rick how often the 
trains pass. Sometimes he doesn't hear the train 
for three or four days. Then it will pass sever- 
al times a day, dusting the town in toxins and 
heavy metals as crushed carbon escapes from 
the boxcars. 

* 

Sometime in the mid-20th century, a woman 
crosses the street in downtown Edwight. She carries 


a wooden basket and a cup of coffee, balanced in a pair 
of high-heeled shoes. Her shadow begins where her 
shoes hit the dusty road, and it stretches almost to the 
edge of the photograph. 

The woman is wearing short sleeves and it looks like 
early spring — the trees on the mountains in the dis- 
tance are spindly and bare. Closer to the camera, three 
men walk towards a passenger car, its' rear-half parked 
in the frame. A hedge divides the road they are on from 
a white house with a covered porch and shed. 

I am in that very house, half a century later, going 
through an album of old photographs. Rick, who owns 
both the house and the photographs, is in his mid-60s. 
He's lived in Edwight all his life, moving into town a 
few years ago, when his mother grew unable to climb 
the hill to the home where he was born and raised. 
He's a quiet man, but his shy nature is belied by the tee 
shirts he wears — plain except for slogans like "Rowland 



Left: After heavy rain and snowfall, a dam on, a retention pond in Gauley Bridge, 
WV broke, spilling toxic coat wastewater into Big Creek and the Gauley River for 
days. Although locals called the WV Department of Environmental Protection, the 
incident was attributed to loggihg, and Appalachian Fuels, the mining company 
which operated the minesite above the retention ponds, was never fined. 


Above: Larry Gibson, a renowned and outspoken anti- 
mountaintop removal activist from Kayford, WV, speaks 
at Mountain Justice Summer 2010 as Wendell Berry 
looks on from behind. 





Land Company Sucks" and "Massey Energy Sucks" 
printed on them. 

While he deplores mountaintop removal mining, 
Rick struggles to imagine a future for the Coal River 
Valley no longer dependent on coal. 

"The government and the companies are trying to 
push people out," he tells us. "They are closing the 
school and passing zoning laws that make it harder to 
build here." 

★ * 

The photographs in Rick's albums are celluloid mani- 
festations of the memories he's been collecting over the 
decades. Several years ago he wrote and self-published 
Edwight, Near the Mouth of Hazy, a history of the town. 
Before Andrew and I head back upriver to the activist 
houses where we live, Rick gives me a copy. 

I stay up late that night, coffee keeping my mind 
sharp as I wend my way through his narrative. I am 
soon lost in the story of one town that could be the 
story of many Appalachian communities, a slide reel 
history of a place where the contours of the land are 
now rapidly disappearing: 

Edwight was "discovered" by Dr. Thomas Walker in 
1750 and first settled by whites after the Revolution- 
ary War. The early pioneering families have names like 
Pettry, Clay and Gunnoe, all still common along the 
river. A hundred years of history pass by in laundry 
lists of land sales and marriages, and in sinister tales 
of poisoned food and young girls charmed to death by 
rattlesnakes (Rick weaves legend into fact and claims it 
all as history). The industrial revolution stumbles in, 
followed by the timbering, hollowing and stripping of 
the mountains. 

Agents of the large industrial corporations of the 
North burst into this sylvan wilderness of peace and 
contentment. As Rick writes it, northern speculators 
knew of the great wealth of this area, and rumors flew 
of building railroads into the mountains to exploit the 
coal resources, but first the large stands of timber had 
to be bought and moved to the sawmills. 

Families signed Broad Form Deeds, selling their 
property to Rowland Land Company while retaining 
the right to live on the land (mineral rights trump sur- 
face rights, and these deeds allow coal companies to 
do whatever they need to the ground in order to reach 
coal seams below). The railroad was built, and the Ra- 
leigh- Wyoming Coal Company began a fifty-year lease 
with Rowland. They turned Edwight into a company 
town, building a company store and company houses 
to fill up with recruits. The text is punctuated by deadly 
mine accidents and United Mine Workers' anecdotes, 
like when Jimmy Hendricks, a hot union man, saw his 
house burned to the ground. 

In the late 1950s, the Raleigh- Wyoming coal com- 
pany gave up its lease, and residents of Edwight experi- 
enced a depopulation push: 

The school was gone; the church discontinued be- 


cause people were leaving, and the post office was no 
longer needed... Joe Fish, from Logan, was given the 
contract to dismantle the mining equipment and the 
tipple. Roland Land Company even sold the pump to 
Joe Fish. Joe removed the pump because the people 
were not moving out fast enough . . . With no water, 
the people remaining in Edwight town, and in Colored 

Camp and in Straintown had to move. 

* 

I do not believe we'll develop the political guts to lead the 
kind of depopulation we need in the coalfields, reads the 
punch line of the depopulation report. It'll happen, but 
more slowly and more painfully than it ought to. 

Strip mining and mountaintop removal, which are 
highly mechanized and employ far fewer workers 
than underground mining, have become increasingly 
common in southern West Virginia. Companies once 
needed human-power to run their underground opera- 
tions, but this has been eclipsed by the desire to empty 
coal-producing areas of human inhabitance. Without 
a pesky landowner refusing to sell or neighbors filing 
claims regarding bad air and water, a coal operator can 
extract unimpeded until the hills themselves are gone. 

Both out-migration and the coal industry's grasp 
on the region are evident on the landscape. Founda- 
tions and shuttered churches line West Virginia Route 
3, the main artery of the Coal River Valley. At the end 
of Edwight's main street, you can see the entrance to 
a processing plant that prepares coal to be delivered 
across the eastern United States. The town sits below 
a mountaintop removal mine of the same name and 
the Shumate slurry impoundment, filled with the toxic 
byproduct of washing processes that allow carbon to 
burn "cleaner." 

Rick has taken walks up the hollows adjacent to 
Edwight for years. Recently, mine guards have told 
him that he's not permitted to go by certain routes, 
because he would be trespassing onto property owned 
by Massey Energy. Unused land owned by Rowland or 
coal companies -has traditionally been treated as the 
commons, a place for hunting, gathering wild foods or 
simply getting lost. Now, the mountains sit gated and 
guarded. 

* 

Rick wrote Edwight, Near the Mouth of Hazy because 
he was tired of people only knowing Edwight as the 
name of a mountaintop removal mine. He wants the 
history of his town, and the stories it contains to be 
remembered. 

Like Rick, I believe in the power of telling stories. 
Much like physically staying put, the act of telling 
what once was, or what remains, constitutes a refusal to 
be disappeared. Stories complicate social and environ- 
mental issues, trigger indignation and catalyze action. 

I first came to southern West Virginia as part of a civil 
resistance campaign to end mountaintop removal coal 
mining. My work with the campaign was primarily 



Activists survey the desolate winterscape of a reclaimed mountaintop removal site on Kayford Mountain 


media-related — crafting press releases, action updates 
and fundraising letters. When activists locked down 
to heavy equipment or blocked the doors to a gov- 
ernment building, I was among those conveying the 
tragedy of mountaintop removal (MTR) to the public 
and the press. 

I learned to articulate calamity: an area the size . 
of Delaware mined, over 2000 miles of headwater 
streams buried, astronomically high rates of cancer 
near mine sites, 998 people dead by Massey's own es- 
timates if the 7 billion gallon Brushy Fork Sludge Dam 
were to break. 

The closer I looked and listened, the more narra- 
tive currents I found running behind these numbers. 

I heard, and then read, about 1921's Battle of Blair 
Mountain — a pitched battle between union miners 
and a private, coal-funded army which was the larg- 
est armed labor insurrection in United States history. 
Friends from Coal River told me about the mine wars 
of the late 1980s, when Massey Energy nearly eradi- 
cated the United Mine Workers of America in south* 
em West Virginia. 1 

I learned to whittle from a craftsman who, in turn, 
had learned from '-the best teachers, the old people'' 
and volumes of Foxfire Magazine. He rebuilt an early 
mountaineer's cabiip in his front yard, timber-by- 
marked-timber, ini his own effort to preserve history.' 

Activist Ed Wiley recalled the forest where the 


Bmshy Fork Sludge Impoundment is currently located. 
Black bears’ gathered there in summer, and made tunnels 
through the thickets of laurel that covered the ridges. 
It was the deepest, darkest patch of woodland on Coal 
River Mountain. 

One night a friend and I thumbed through his old 
high school yearbook. He pointed out which of his for- 
mer teachers had died from cancer and which of his fel- 
low students moved to Ohio or North Carolina, leav- 
ing their homes for the economic opportunity afforded 
elsewhere. 

The struggle to end mountaintop removal is a strug- 
gle for the right to land and life. Staying put and telling 
tales — about what once was and what remains — are poi- 
gnant acts of resistance. 

Wrenna Rust is the nom de plume of a young activist 
and writer who strives to tell the stories that lurk behind 
the facts. When she isn't lost in books, furiously knitting 
or organizing against mountaintop removal, she blogs at 
WWW.SEAMSANDSTORV.WORDPRESS.COM 

Cheshire is a tonguecat, a nomad, and a feral photogra- 
pher. He believes in synchronicity, shooting intuitively, and 
the realness of all people. You can see more of his photos at 
CHESHIRETONGKAT.CARBONMADE.COM 
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A Brief History of 
the Seeds of Peace 
Collective 


"At the risk of seeming ridiculous, let me say that the 
true revolutionary is guided by a great desire to move 
stuff. It is impossible to think of a genuine revolutionary 
lacking this quality." 

- Ernesto Che Guevara 


We move, for example, big pots of water or barrels 
of waste vegetable oil from one place to another; 
we move a bus filled with kitchen equipment, food, 
and medical supplies from one coast to the other; we 
move snacks, water, and liquid antacid solutions to 
the front lines of marches and blockades; we train 
people to move tri-pod poles and oil drums filled with 
cement and rebar. 

Seeds of Peace emerged out of the historic Great 
Peace March for Global Nuclear Disarmament in 1986 
as an organization committed to moving stuff. It is 
our sincere belief that moving stuff is very likely the 
most important, though perhaps the most overlooked, 
element in our struggle for a-better world. As the in- 
defatigably insightful Margaret Mead once observed, 
"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful citi- 
zens dedicated to moving stuff can change the world. 
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has." 

Most of what we move, as you have probably al- 
ready ascertained, is food and kitchen equipment, but 
we have, over the years, been known to move oth- 
er stuff as well (port-a-potties, for example, or slash 
piles). We are a small collective currently based out of 
Missoula, Montana, and are committed to providing 
the basics — namely, food, water and medical aid — 
to communities and organizations stmggling on the 
front lines for social, environmental, and economic 
justice. Much of our early work focused on confront- 
ing the nuclear complex and working in solidarity 
with the Western Shoshone in their struggle against 
the Nevada Test Site and the unjust exploitation of 
their traditional lands by the Department of Energy's 
nuclear programs. > ' 

To this day, we focus considerable energy on 
supporting indigenous communities in the South- 
west who are resisting cultural genocide and en- 
vironmental injustice. Last November, we cooked 


By Max Granger 

We thought we would take this opportunity, on the 
30 th anniversary of the founding of the EF! Journal, to 
tell you a little bit about ourselves. Some of you already 
know who we are; many have never heard our name 
(though you have probably eaten our food). Whether 
by intention (the result of a general disinclination to- 
ward notoriety, perhaps) or out of irresponsibility and 
accident (the consequence, we would hope, of being 
too busy to worry about self-promotion), we ordinar- 
ily remain more or less behind-the-scenes, cooking, 
cleaning, and, above all, moving stuff. 

In point of fact, most of what we do is move stuff. 
Also, we coordinate and train people to move stuff. 
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"It is our sincere belief that moving stuff is very likely 
the most important, though perhaps the most overlooked, 
element in our struggle for a better world" —Margaret Mead 


for the annual food, supply and work caravan to 
Black Mesa, Arizona, where Dine (Navajo) elders 
continue to struggle against forced relocation and 
mountaintop removal coal mining (for more about 
this amazing solidarity project and the struggle on # 
Black Mesa, visit www.blackmesais.org). 

Now, as we face the impending horrors of a national 
"nuclear renaissance" (part of a larger governmental 
and corporate conspiracy to greenwash the dirtiest and 
most devastating of industrial endeavors), we are also 
witness to the initial signs of a revitalized antinuclear 
environmental justice movement in the US. Late July 
of this year, Seeds of Peace traveled to Chimayo, New 
Mexico, (near Los Alamos) to provide food support for 
an action camp organized by Think Outside The Bomb 
(TOTB), a national, youth-led nuclear abolition net- 
work that works to educate and mobilize young peo- 
ple to actively resist the nuclear cycle. The camp was 
the culmination of TOTB's "Disarmament Summer," a 
nation-wide series of conferences and actions aimed at 
"re-ignitfingj hope from below and build[ing] a grass- 
roots, consensus-based, nonviolent direct action move- 
ment" to confront the further development of nuclear 
weapons and to resist the nuclear renaissance. 

Over the years, in addition to our work with Earth 
First!, Seeds of Peace has provided logistical support 
for the Coalition of Immoklee Workers, Homes Not 
Jails, Veterans Against the War, the Ruckus Society, 
Greenpeace, the Common Ground Collective, Rising 
Tide, Climate Ground Zero, the Shundahai Network, 
United for Peace and Justice, and a number of other 
organizations and movements, both big and small. 

In the early 1990s, we moved to the Northern Rock- 
ies (from the Southwest) to support what would be- 
come a decade-long campaign to halt the Cove/Mal- 
lard timber sale in central Idaho. Around that same 
time, we began working with local environmental 


activists to help start the Buffalo Field Campaign — 
an ongoing movement to stop the slaughter of Bison 
that wander outside the Yellowstone National Park 
boundaries — while continuing our commitment to 
the Cove/Mallard Campaign. 

In 1999, Seeds of Peace fed the tens of thousands 
of activists who converged in Seattle to demonstrate 
against the World Trade Organization summit and, 
since then, we have supported dozens of mobiliza- 
tions around the country calling for an end to the 
neoliberal nightmare. In 2004, we spent over a month 
cooking for the DNC2RNC march, which traveled 
between the Democratic- and Republican National 
Conventions (in Boston and New York, respectively) 
as well as for the demonstrations at the conventions 
themselves. For the past 5 years — between support- 
ing the Common Ground Collective's relief efforts in 
New Orleans, the 2005 and 2009 EF! Round River Ren- 
dezvous, the 2006 Biojustice mobilizations in Boston, 
the 2007 Northwest Climate Convergence in Wash- 
ington, the demonstrations against the 2008 Republi- 
can National Convention in St. Paul, Minnesota, and 
the 2009 mobilizations against the G20 in Pittsburgh 
(among other events) — we have been working on 
converting our waste-vegetable-oil-powered school 
bus into a mobile kitchen, office and clinic. 

By the time of publication, we will have gotten back 
from Appalachia Rising, a mass mobilization against 
mountain-top removal mining, and will be heading 
back West to move some stuff and to work on our bus. 
Seeds of Peace, we should mention, relies heavily on 
volunteers, so if you would like to help us move stuff, 
visit our website (www.seedsofpeacecollective.org) 
and see what we're up to, or email us at seedsofpeace@ 
riseup.net. 

Seeds of Peace also did a great job at the kitchen during 
the 201 1 EF! Organizer's Conference. 
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a Crimethlnc Special Report 
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Resistence ancBRepression in Russia 
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By A Khimki Butterfly 

Prelude: A Spiking We Will Go 

We learned of Moscow city authorities' plans to de- 
stroy the Khimki forest in summer of 2008, when lo- 
cal environmentalists started an outreach campaign' 
to drum up support for their cause. Even then it was 
already late, since the forest — one of the three major 
forests surrounding Moscow — had already been exten- 
sively logged and was pockmarked with cottages for the 
nouveau-riche, warehouses, parking lots, and malls. 

Without a minute to lose, we grabbed some spikes 
and rushed in. The logging site was patrolled by guards, 
but their attention was distracted by the official "eco- 
camp" in front of their cabin so it was easy to sneak in 
and spike every tree we could get our nails into. This 
was our first experience of eco-action and it was excit- 
ing and inspiring: we didn't get caught and we accom- 
plished what we had come to do. We were sure that 
between our action, the constant pressure liberal ecolo- 
gists were putting on the authorities, and the popular 
movement gaining momentum in the local suburbs, 
the tree-killers would retreat and leave the forest for 
good. Soon we learned better. 

Foreword: The Russian Context 

"Those numbers are murdered antifascists only. We 
don't know exactly how many immigrants are killed by 
Nazis every year." 

— Anarchist spokesperson at an int'l Antifascist conference 

In Fall 2008, Khimki journalist Mikhail Beketov, who 
played a major role in news coverage of the corrupt 
road plans of local and government officials, was bru- 
tally attacked by thugs. The attack left him in a coma 
and he later had to have his legs amputated. That same 
month, elsewhere in Moscow, several well-known 
activists were attacked or threatened with violence. 
That’s not to say that cops haven't beaten ecologists 
before. But it was the first time such blatant attempts 
were made on the lives of our comrades. 


We were sucked into "the wormhole of violence" 
in the dead of Winter 2009, when Stanislav Markelov, 
who provided legal support for Beketov, and Anasta- 
sya Baburova, an eco-anarchist and journalist, were 
shot dead in the center of Moscow. By the time some 
of us returned to the surface, the whole activist land- 
scape had changed. 

Interlude: We Don’t Need No Water 

It was the first night of the resumed logging op- 
eration when we disembarked from our special 
eco-defense vehicle and ran for the cover of the 
nearby tree line. In several minutes we changed 
clothes and double-checked our comms, camou- 
flage, and the presents we had brought along for 
the construction vehicles. Soon several shadows 
glided silently over the nocturnal plain under the 
pale moonlight towards the faraway forest, which 
was still alive and foreboding. 

When we arrived at the logging encampment, we 
split up. Some of us lay in the romantic cover of some 
bushes, enjoying the stars and the sound of each 
other's breath; our friends who were more eager to do 
reconnaissance bounded off toward the black shapes 
of tractors and excavators. Then all hell broke loose. 
Suddenly we could hear the all-too-familiar sound of a 
vehicle going up in flames, which sometimes reminds 
one of a jet plane flying overhead. The entire forest 
was bathed in dancing red and orange light, and the 
comms scouts were yelling in surprise. We tried to fig- 
ure out what had happened. Luckily we evaded the 
guards' attention and made it back- to our transport 
on the remote and empty road. Red lights, comm 
talk — and we were sound and safe/ 'spirited away to 
another town. 

As it turned out, ours was not the only group sneak- 
ing around the site that busy night-. Needless to say, 
the inhabitants of the eco-camp were blamed for the 
arson. In fact, the presence of the camp prevented 
eco-defenders from damaging everything they want- 
ed- to — that is why only one vehicle was torched at 
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the site. But this didn't occur to the logging manager, 
who immediately requested a police investigation of 
the arson and the ecologists' suspected part in it; soon 
enough, he got his revenge on them in a perverse but 
typically Russian manner. 

Over the following days, our scouts reported in- 
creased guard and cop. nighttime activity around the 
logging site, including roadblocks and patrols in the 
vicinity, so eco-defenders had to cancel their initial 
plans and shift focus. 

The incident did raise serious questions regarding 
overall security: ELF groups do not share their plans 
with each other, so such accidental encounters are 
bound to happen again and again as these methods 
are propagated. 

Enter the Nazis 

As we found out later, one early morning we barely 
missed a mob of hired Nazi thugs who were marching 
towards the eco-camp at about the same time we were 
escaping, yet again, into the mist after another scout- 
ing mission. Upon arriving, they started verbally and 
physically abusing every eco-protestor present, but 
settled for guarding the logging equipment once the 
police made their appearance. A top manager of the 
logging company later admitted that he had hired the 
Nazis "for security reasons." 

This episode showed every doubting critic how eas- 
ily capitalists fall back upon fascist support — a truism 
not yet obvious even to most activists in Russia — and 
sparked a fire in the hearts of the previously dormant 
antifascist wing of our movement. The confrontation 
that morning did more to popularize and escalate the 
conflict than any eco-camp, internet PR campaign, 
or eco-defense action ever could have. Some of our 
comrades reflected that what we had witnessed was a 
fine example of how an unforeseen, unplanned, cha- 


otic event — even one deemed negative — can push the 
movement and its supporters in the right direction — a 
revolutionary one. 

At the doorstep of the ecological riots 

The loggers had made a major mistake. Employing 
Nazis in what was perceived by almost every citizen as 
an anti-human project broke the ranks of the extreme 
right; most fascist groups tried to capitalize on the 
situation by posing as opponents of the destruction 
of the forest. More importantly, now every antifascist 
in the vicinity had enemies in sight and rushed to the 
battle. 

The next day, the announcement went out that a 
huge unpermitted show would take place in the cen- 
ter of Moscow. Hundreds of anti-authoritarian activ- 
ists, antifascists, and party-goers gathered in anticipa- 
tion of a street-party with a long-disbanded famous 
antifascist band as the headliner. Instead, as every- 
body arrived at the meeting place, a guy in sunglasses 
announced that there would be no show, no street- 
party, and that the plan all along had been to go to 
the suburbs and attack the logging camp and the Na- 
zis gathered there. Some people left, but the majority 
set out for Khimki. 

While most of the protesters were traveling via rail- 
way, scouts reported multiple riot police squads at the 
logging site. It was then decided to head for the Khimki 
municipal building, which was defenseless. Dressed for 
a party, people gathered in a bright and colorful bloc at 
the railway station and started marching towards the 
target. The bloc was accompanied by two scooters that 
acted as lookouts and rear guard during the action. At 
first local residents reacted with fear or suspicion, but 
after hearing the slogans and reading the banner or 
talking to protestors many expressed approval and sup- 
port. Cars continued honking throughout the march 



and assault on the building. 

Participants immediately commenced 
breaking windows, painting anti-logging and 
pro-forest graffiti, opening fire on the build- 
ing with handguns, and even chopping the 
front door with an axe. Throughout this ac- 
tion, no police officer showed up to protect 
state property. 

Cops fleeing anarchists 

Satisfied with the damage done, and hav- 
ing received word from lookouts that riot 
police were loading up into busses at the 
logging camp, anarchists and antifascists 
started back towards the railway station. 
At this moment, two encounters with po- 
lice took place. The first to face the angry 
mob were several cops on foot, who were 
strolling down the street when it suddenly 
flooded with anarchists. 


Peaceful eco-protesters say “Save the Khimki Forest" 
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Anarchists and Anti-Authoritarians chasing a police car 


The cops retreated to the sound of breaking bottles 
and crashing stones. Then a police patrol made the 
mistake of trying to intervene in the protest; they 
quickly realized their mistake and retreated. Unfor- 
tunately, antifascists on foot couldn't catch up with 
the swiftly retreating police car. It should be pointed 
out that, although the local populace supported the 
action verbally and symbolically via honking horns, 
the action failed to entice onlookers into any sort of 
participation. 

The protestors reached the railway station and 
crowded into the train, where they waited patiently for 
the doors to close. The doors, however, did not close. 
As it turned out, the locomotive driver was at that mo- 
ment involved in a tense conversation with the police 
commander. A group of antifascists with handguns was 
quickly dispatched to explain to him the negative con- 
sequences of siding with our class enemies, and finally 
the engine started moving, pulling the train towards 
the safety of the big city with no trees. 

Criticism has been raised in the aftermath of this 
event about the distribution of information, the lack 
of advance organizing, and on-site video recording. 
Most of the people who took part had initially ex- 
pected to attend a street party and arrived unprepared 
for direct action, without matching clothes, masks, 
or gloves and with working cell phones. Many young 
participants used social transport cards with ID tags in 
them to gain entrance to the subway. The few organiz- 
ers who did know the whole plan from the beginning 
hadn't prepared accordingly and failed to provide 
even the most minor riot gear such as face masks. This 
led to a huge number of protestors being videotaped 
with their facial features clearly distinguishable. 

Later, people interrogated by the police reported 
that they were presented with a frame-by-frame break- 
down pf the video that circulated on the internet. 
Some comrades have been forced to leave the country 
because of this evidence. 



Free Alexei and Maxim, spokespersons for Russian antifascism 


The Fallout: Repression and Solidarity 

Alexei Gaskarov and Maxim Solopov, public spokes- 
persons for the Russian antifascist movement, were 
arrested on July 30. This was followed by attempts to 
capture several other suspected organizers (because 
of their frustrating failure to turn themselves in, they 
were placed on a wanted list). 

Facing intense pressure from government officials, un- 
able to catch the elusive anarchists, and receiving little 
cooperation from anyone, the police opted for massive 
sweeps of "prophylactic arrests." Throughout August 
and September more than 500 antifascists, activists, and 
anarchists were detained,, put in custody, tortured, and 
bullied into providing information on the movement — 
not only in Moscow, but in Nizhni Novgorod, Vladimir, 
and other cities as well. Police harassed people at public 
Antifa and animal rights events, football matches, and 
gatherings. Following this sweep, the sheer volume of 
data on the movement has swelled tenfold. As of this 
writing it seems that our enemies have moved on to the 
next phase, probing further into the network in what 
appears to be a third wave of interrogations of a select 
few activists who have been apprehended and deemed 
"interesting." 

Only two people are in jail awaiting trial, the main 
reason for their apprehension being their public pro- 
files. The choice to rely on sweeping arrests and the 
total failure of the authorities to round up any direct 
action group despite all their attempts to convert de- 
tained activists into informants indicate that the Rus- 
sian police approached 2010 unprepared in terms of 
provocateurs and informants within the Russian anti- 
authoritarian movement. This situation, of course, 
may yet change. 

With all this said, it seems that the repression succeed- 
ed soundly in several ways. First, the movement seems 
to be isolated in a cocoon of fear. Support from outside is 
meager at best; social activists are second-guessing their 
cooperation with known antifascists. Second, almost ev- 
ery known "leader" or "organizer" has either been jailed 
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or driven into hiding. Third, the authorities have man- 
aged to gather an ever-increasing amount of informa- 
tion, since those who read about security practices and 
try to implement them in their daily lives are frequently 
not the ones who end up being arrested and answering 
questions. Finally, and most importantly, almost every- 
one has forgotten about the original problem. We are 
watching the original environmental campaign fade 
into the background while prisoner support actions de- 
mand more and more attention. 

Two Cocktail Parties 

On September 2, the Russian embassy in Minsk, the 
capital of Belarus, was firebombed by anarchists. One 
of the Molotov cocktails hit a car parked in the yard. 
The car burned up. Evidently, this was the only dam- 
age inflicted by the attackers. Soon a communique 
was published on Belarusian anarchist websites, stat- 
ing that the attack had taken place in solidarity with 
the Russian anarchists fighting for the Khimki forest 
and that Belarusian anarchists held the Russian gov- 
ernment responsible both for the continuing defores- 
tation and the repression of the movement. 

The next morning repression hit the Belarusian 
scene. It took the Belarusian KGB several days to round 
up and arrest almost every known or suspected anar- 
chist in Minsk, Gomel, Soligorsk, and other Belaru- 
sian cities. Our comrades were pressed for confessions 
of having cooperated with the Russian secret services 
in an attempt to discredit the Belarusian government 
and bring down Lukashenko's regime. Most were for- 
mally questioned, then locked away and "forgotten" 
in cells for several days. ' 

Some of our friends were not so lucky. One girl was 
hospitalized after she cut her veins during interroga- 
tion; another person, with previously existing serious 
health issues, developed major health problems as a 
result of the prison conditions and the severe beatings 
he received. -Some lucky few fled the country; others 
stayed, taking it upon themselves to organize prisoner 
support campaigns. 

Among those who stayed were the comrades brave 


enough to carry out a follow-up attack on the Minsk 
detention center three days after the KGB started mass- 
arresting anarchists. A group calling itself "Friends of 
Liberty" firebombed a guard post in the detention cen- 
ter perimeter and claimed responsibility for both fire- 
bombing attacks — the Russian embassy and the police 
guard post — on the internet. In their second commu- 
nique, "Friends of Liberty" stated that the KGB reacted 
by arresting innocent people simply because the latter 
had already been on the KGB's radar. The aim of their 
second attack was evidently noble and brave: to dem- 
onstrate that the KGB got the wrong suspects. But the 
KGB was acting on Lukashenko's direct order to "pacify 
the opposition," a common practice in both Russia and 
Belarus shortly before presidential elections; so arrests, 
disappearances, and tortures continued unabated. 

The Wings of a Butterfly 

Two notable events marked the Fall of 2010: a deep- 
ening crisis in Belarusian-Russian relations and the 
removal of Luzhkov from his position as the mayor 
of Moscow. Anarchists did their best to bring about 
both events. 

Luzhkov, who'd been abusing his position as mayor 
for more than 10 years, was relieved of his duties by 
presidential decree "for incompetence and failure to live 
up to expectations." This occurred immediately after he 
returned from vacation, a month after the Khimki riots. 
Among the reasons cited by experts and analysts was Lu- 
zhkov's failure to cope with the Khimki crisis. 

Lukashenko, the Belarusian National-Socialist dicta- 
tor, gave in to fits of rage and anti-Russian rhetoric af- 
ter the anarchist attacks. An exchange of notes at the 
highest levels of diplomacy failed to. avert the crisis, 
which had already been brewing before the Molotovs 
hit their targets. 

It is important not to iose sight of the political 
perspective; we should consider the ways our ac- 
tions can sometimes contribute to significant social 
changes and political upheavals. Hope for change 
and be the change. . 



The Khimki Forest is one of three major forests surrounding Moscow 




" Corporate and Tourist Sectors are Developing Disaster " 


A Statement from the Forum for Zirahuen in Defense of the Blue Lake: 


"The indigenous community of Zirahuen is 
moving towards a legitimate and necessary 
struggle. The struggle starts with rescuing our 
humanness that has lost its essence in the pro- 
cess of creating tricks that allow us to dominate 


the natural world. This demonstrates how the 
promise of "progress" that runs in the mouth of 
the governments confines clarity and destruc- 
tion behind a fine glittery wrapper." 

— Zirahuen, Michoacan-Mexico 
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Prisoner Bio 


w v.abm 

Poem 1 

by Marie Mason 

I am filled with the need to do something sensible 
I am filled with the dread of the perceived inevitable 
I am fired with the passion of a love unconquerable 
k I am filled with the poetry that runs a blood river 
1 Deep within me, moving through me 

f Coming out in ways where I’ve been wounded. 


Marie Mason is a loving mother of two and a long-time an, Sadie, Exile, Briana Waters, Tre Arrow, Rod Coro- 

activist in the environmental and labor movements. In nado, Eric McDavid and several others ... these folks are 

March 2008, she was arrested by federal authorities for wholeheartedly deserving of our support as activists that 

charges related to two acts of property destruction that have maintained their integrity in the face of political per- 

occurred in 1999 and 2000— damaging an office con- secution by the federal government.” 

nected to Genetically Modified Organism research, and 

destroying a piece of logging equipment. No one was in- Marie Mason #04672-061 

jured in either act. She faced a Life sentence before ac- FMC Carswell 


cepting a plea bargain in September 2008. 


Federal Medical Center 


Mason was sentenced on February 5, 2009 in fed- 


P.O. Box 27137 


eral court in Lansing, Michigan. She received almost 22 


Fort Worth, TX 76127 


years— the longest sentence of any “Green Scare” pris- 


oner. The sentence is currently being appealed. Under no circumstances mention any illegal acts. Letters 



Supporting Marie Mason does not mean agreeing with that mention other Green Scare prisoners may be rejected, 
her acts. It does mean opposing the fear-mongering tactics Everyone must use their first and last name when writing, 
of the federal government, and the outrageous sentences Please also include a return address on the envelope as 

they have imposed. “I hope to protect my community and well as on your letter. We strongly suggest that you write 

the Earth,” says Marie, “to respond in defense of the living her name and prisoner number on each piece of corre- 

systems of animals, land and water. I tried to preserve the spondence, as well, as the prison tends to discard the 

natural world from destruction because it is all of our home, envelope and then may “lose” track of who the letter is 

because its health is necessary for all of use to live well.” going to. 

According to Lauren Regan of the Civil Liberties De- For more on Marie, visit supportmariemason.org. For 
fense Center, “Marie joins Jonathan Paul, Daniel McGow- more ecoprisoners, visit earthfirstjournal.org/prisoners. 


All drawings by Marie Mason 
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After forming the North American Earth Liberation Front Press 
Office and serving as press officers from 1997 - 2002 , Craig Rosebraugh 
and Leslie James Pickering helped found the radical publishing 
company, Arissa, which has produced numerous books concerning 
liberation, solidarity and revolution. We caught up with them about 
the role of press officers as well as dealing with Grand Juries. The 
full interviews can be found at newswire.earthfirstjournal.org. 


Q: Do you think there is a place for a press officer during budding campaigns? 

A: I don't necessarily think that one is needed in terms of "required". A resis- 
tance movement can be built without that, for sure. I think if there are skilled, 
knowledgeable people involved that know how to get the message out to the me- 
dia, themselves, using anonymous means that are secure, and they're able to get 
the message out internationally over the internet as well as to the international 
press agencies, there's a lot that can be done. It's just a matter of weighing the 
cost-benefit analysis and looking at whether or not having someone in that role 
of publicly explaining what is going on will assist things overall. If it's not, then 
there are ample reasons for not having that position, because it places a lot of 
focuses on one individual; a lot of law enforcement focus will be placed on that 
one individual as well as a lot of media focus. Of course that's not what this is 
about, it's about the planet, it's about the animals, it's about life in general, it's 
not focused just on one person. 

Q: As one who has been through Grand fury investigations without cracking under the 
pressure of facing prison time, what words of encouragement or advise would you have 
to share with people who have friends or are themselves being harassed by the State and 
especially the Grand Jury system? 

A: I guess in terms of Grand Juries, a few things: First, the Grand Jury system in 
the United States thrives off of people caving. It thrives off of pressure, it thrives 
off of secrecy. So if you stay strong, if you expose the Grand Jury, and what it's in- 
vestigating, the subject it's investigating and who it's investigating. If you expose 
that — if you expose its use, frequently in harassing political activists within the 
United States — you show a strength that the US Justice Department does not care 
for too much, and the US Attorney and the US Attorney's office will not appreci- 
ate that very much, either. 

The truth of dealing with that stress of at least facing a Grand Jury investiga- 
tion, or even a Congressional investigation, makes you look at the bigger picture 
about why you as an individual got involved in the struggle in the first place... 
I knew there was nothing that could be done to me to make me cooperate fully 
and give them any information to help in their investigation, because it's an is- 
sue that's not about me. It's about a larger goal of, for me, protecting life on the 
planet, protecting the environment, protecting animals, protecting the world we 
live in. It's an issue that's going to be around after I'm long gone and dead, so 
why in the world would I cooperate with any entity that is trying to destroy life? 
That's not why I personally got in the struggle, and I'd like to think that it's not 
why most people got involved in the struggle. 

Look for Craig Rosebraugh in the new documentary film about indigenous struggles, Sev- 
enth Generation, coming soon. 


mmm 



Q: What's a good Way of supporting comrades under grand jury indictment ? 

A: From my experience organizing around the over half-dozen Grand Jury sub- 
poenas served against Craig Rosebraugh and others in Oregon, popular outcry is 
our best defense. Large, powerful demonstrations outside the Grand Jury proceed- 
ings, focusing on the human rights violations associated with Grand Juries and 
support for the liberation struggle targeted, played a significant role in support- 
ing those subpoenaed. This support better enabled them to resist the Grand Jury 
and remain free. Significant media attention and cross-movement support, based 
on the common ground of resisting state repression, are essential in creating the 
kind of environment where those subpoenaed are able to resist and not be held 
in contempt of court as a result. 

Q: What have your experiences as ELF Press Officer taught you about the movement 
and its relationship to the mainstream? 

% 

A: My negative assumptions about the American public were surprisingly shaken 
by some of my experiences with the Earth Liberation Front Press Office. For ex- 
ample, following the second FBI raid on the Press Office, our computer equipment, 
office supplies and funds were drastically upgraded by donations. Much of this 
came from the general public who were not actively involved in the environmental 
movement. There were instances where unknown people approached me on the 
street and gave me money from their wallets to support the Press Office. Casual, 
apolitical acquaintances offered material support as well. Against the odds, some- 
how, at some level, we were getting through to the general public. 

Q: Do you feel like solidarity with other movements is stronger or weaker than it was 
ten years ago? 

Solidarity between the Earth liberation struggle and liberation struggles that have 
taken place in this country over the last half century or so is much stronger now 
than it has been, in my experience. Unfortunately, the common ground on which 
this has taken place is largely government repression. We now have prisoners serv- 
ing significant amounts of time in prison from the Earth liberation movement 
alongside prisoners still locked up from the black liberation, anti-imperialist and 
other movements of decades past. Even so, this solidarity has a long way to go if we 
are to move from the symbolic support and solidarity to the material realm. 

Black liberation and anti-imperialist prisoners have suffered as the support they 
receive from their movements has lessened over the decades. What we are just 
beginning to see is support coming from the Earth liberation, and other more 
contemporary movements, bringing a new level of energy and support to the 
overall, cross-generational revolutionary struggle. This clearly helps all parties to 
recognize the evolution and generational legacy of revolutionary struggle. 
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CONFRONTING THI ROOT CAUSE! 

OF CLIMATE CHANCE 

Rising Tide formed in 2000 with 
these demands: 

*A Just Transition to 
renewable energy sources, 
with a low consumption 
lifestyle 

•Repayment of the 
ecological debt of the north 
to the south. 

•Equal access to — and 
responsibilityfor— common 
global resources for alb 
peoples. 

•That solutions to climate 
chaos and the achievement 
of climate justice must 
be' defined by those most 
severely affected. 

•Current and future support' 
for refugees of all kinds. 

*A minimum of 60 percent 
reductions in carbon 
emissions now leading to a 
90 percent cut. 


You may well ask: 
'why direct action? Isn't 
negotiation a better path?' 
You are quite right in calling 
for negotiation. Indeed, this 
is the very purpose of direct 
action. Non-violent direct 
action seeks to create such 
a crisis and foster such a 
tension that a community 
which has constantly refused 
to negotiate is forced to 
confront the issue. It seeks 
to dramatize the issue that it 
can no longer be ignored." 

— Martin Luther King 
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By Matt Wallace 

After years of community organizing and direct ac- 
tion in the coalfields of Appalachia the movement 
to abolish mountaintop removal (MTR) took to the 
streets of Washington DC on Sept 27. Under the 
banner "Appalachia Rising" 2000 people marched 
through the nation's capital while over 100 engaged 
in civil disobedience at the White House. 

The mobilization brought together coalfields com- 
munity groups from Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia, 
and West Virginia as well as supporters from around 
the country. 

Before the main event, 40 people with Rising Tide 
paid a visit to the Army Corp of Engineers (ACE), who 
along with the EPA issue permits for MTR mines. 10 
people entered the main lobby of the ACE and sat 
down in front of the security checkpoint, blocking all 
foot traffic into the building. Meanwhile another ac- 
tivist climbed onto the awning over the entrance to 
hang a banner reading, "Stop the War on Appalachia." 
Those engaging in the sit in were literally dragged out 


of the building by private security, though no arrests 
were made. As a result of the action two residents of 
Harlan County, KY were able to secure a meeting with 
a representative of the Army Corp of Engineers. 

Rising Tide wasn't the only group that got an 
early start. As things were winding up at the ACE 
another affinity group of about 30 people took over 
the lobby of the Department of Interior. This affin- 
ity group managed to shut down the entrance for 
over 2 hours and were able to eventually leave with- 
out arrest as well. 

Despite the rain a sizable crowd of 2,000 eventu- 
ally rallied at Freedom Plaza. After a round of moving 
testimonials from coalfield residents describing how 
King Coal terrorizes communities the march wound 
its way past EPA headquarters where the marchers 
yelled "Do your job!" The march continued on to a 
PNC bank, a major funder of MTR, where 30 people 
with Rainforest Action Network occupied the build- 
ing, 4 people were arrested. 

' The march continued to its final destination, the 
White House. After another round of fired up speeches, 
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“BEING ARRESTED? THAT’S SUCH A SMALL PRICE TO PAY FOR BEING HEARD. MY HOME AND 
PEOPLE ARE PAYING THE REAL PRICE FOR MOUNTAINS REMOVAL. THEY ARE DYING.” 


over 100 people proceeded to the gates of the White 
House and sat down. After several orders to disperse 
from the police, officers moved in to make arrests. It 
took well over an hour to remove everyone engaging 
in the act of civil disobedience. 

"Being arrested? That's such a small price to pay for 
being heard. My home and people are paying the real 
price for mountaintop removal. They are dying," said 
Mickey McCoy of Inez, KY. 

Appalachia Rising was an important step for the 
struggle to abolish mountaintop removal mining. Not 
only was it the largest mobilization yet against moun- 
taintop removal, it brought together groups from the 
different coal states of Appalachia in a way that had 
not been accomplished before. The combination of 
morning affinity group actions and the larger sym- 
bolic action in the afternoon allowed for more direct 
forms of action without alienating groups that aren't 
comfortable with more confrontational tactics. We 
hope the momentum generated by this historic pro- 
test will lead to a new wave of resistance that will suc- 
ceed in abolishing MTR. 
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By Olympia Rising Tide 

After a long hiatus, Olympia Ris- 
ing Tide (ORT) is back and going 
strong... and we've been busy! Our 
main campaign is currently fo- 
cused on stopping the construction 
of over 25 biomass incinerators 
proposed throughout the State of 
Washington. Olympia Rising Tide 
sees biomass incinerators as a false 
solution to climate change and, 
accordingly, has followed through 
with some fun actions to show we 
mean business! 

Locally, one incinerator is being 
pushed for at The Evergreen State Col- 
lege here in Olympia, WA. In opposi- 
tion to the Evergreen administration's 
attempts to main^in a greenwashed, 
liberal, and progressive image of the 
college, ORT has consistently coun- 
tered Evergreen's lies by revealing the 
true dangers of biomass — air pollu- 
tion and deforestation — to Olympia 
and the surrounding communities. 

The first week of fall quarter at 
Evergreen this year saw ORT's "Wel- 
come to Nevergreen" campaign 
posters plastered throughout the 
campus. Friendly folks also tabled 
in the school's main square during 
this week, distributing free anti- 
biomass literature and engaging in 


discussion. ORT members then dis- 
rupted Evergreen workshops with 
skits and mass walkouts. 

Disruptions included grabbing 
the microphone at a welcoming 
event and shaming the Evergreen 
administration in front of hun- 
dreds of new students and then dis- 
tributing info outside the event. At 
a biomass workshop put on by the 
school's "sustainability council," 
ORT members threw fake money 
into a room filled with school staff 
and then performed a skit exposing 
the connection between biomass 
and big business. A killer dance-out 
to "Burn Baby Bum" then ensued. 

The group's most recent action 
took place at an Evergreen Board of 
Trustees' meeting. Here, ORT peeps 
dumped several bags of wood chips 
on the Board's table to give them a 
taste of what would be burned daily 
by the ton. They also made a state- 
ment as to why biomass is a false 
solution to climate change. This 
action was followed by applause 
from other meeting attendees who 
were not involved with ORT. The 
group has also done several banner 
drops on campus with messages 
like "No Biomass No Compromise" 
and "Defend our Forests." 

The campaign has thus far 


proven successful, as the ad- 
ministration is being forced to 
be much more transparent with 
students. By maintaining a con- 
sistent presence, ORT's targets 
feel less secure in their ability to 
get away with greenwashed lies. 
And though the Nevergreen cam- 
paign hasn't yet entirely halted 
the proposed incinerator, every 
step towards its construction is 
being met with resistance. 

ORT's recent efforts to work with 
the wider community have includ- 
ed hosting several open meetings 
and movie nights. Community 
members were invited to partici- 
pate with the group and to learn 
what ORT has been up to and why. 
We've also been forming relation- 
ships with, and supporting folks 
in Shelton, WA, who are fighting a 
huge biomass incinerator that has 
been proposed. 

Our campaign Tias been success- 
ful in gaining public support and 
local media outlets have been fol- 
lowing ORT's work. Bottom line, 
people are pissed about biomass 
and are demanding real solutions 
to climate change. Olympia Rising 
Tide is havingjun, fighting with a 
relentless compassion for life, hold- 
ing it down and can't be stopped! 


Demands of the Ecojustice Assembly 

At the 2010 US Social Forum in Detroit 


By US Ecojustice Peoples' Movement Assembly 

1) Leave Fossil Fuels in the Ground. We call for 
a moratorium on all new oil, gas, coal and tar sands 
exploration as a first step in the phase out of fossil 
fuels. No drilling, digging, damming, chopping, burn- 
ing or bombing. We must phase out fossil fuels, min- 
ing, mega-dams, agro-fuels, waste incineration, and 
nuclear energy. All these resource-intensive energy 
systems compromise the life-support systems of com- 
munities and Mother Earth herself. Furthermore, we - 
both frontline communities and workers — will guide 
the just transition towards dismantling climate pol- 
luting industries and ending the corporate control of 
our economies. 

2) An End to False Solutions. No more business as 
usual — no commodification of atmospheric space or 
people's rights through carbon markets, carbon offsets, 
or offsets associated with the protection of Indigenous 
People's lands, agriculture and forests such as REDD 
program. We reject "clean" coal, natural gas, nuclear 
power, biomass and waste incineration, landfill gas to 
energy, geo-engineering, industrial agro-fuels, and all 
other corporate techno-fixes which fail to address the 
root causes and deepen existing inequalities and envi- 
ronmental problems. 

3) Real and Effective Solutions. Our communities 
will win back control of our land, food, water, labor, 
energy, and decision-making. We will fight for sov- 
ereignty for Indigenous Peoples. We demand invest- 
ment in infrastructure for participatory budgeting, 


public transportation, local food systems, local water- 
shed and wetlands management, worker cooperative 
business development, and local economies that take 
care of the places we live in. 

4) Rapid Reductions and Rejparations for Eco- 
logical Debt. We shall hold responsible the govern- 
ments, of all industrialized "developed" nations and 
the corporations that control them. We demand that 
North American federal governments move towards a 
zero emission economy by 2050 and honor its respon- 
sibility for both local and global climate and ecologi- 
cal debt. 

5) Respect the Cochabamba Protocol and the 
Rights of Mother Earth. We call on the North 
American federal governments and all governments 
engaged in the UN to incorporate proposals from the 
Cochabamba Protocol and to adopt and implement the 
Universal Declaration of the Rights of Mother Earth. 

6 ) Transformation, not Criminalization and 
Militarization. We reject government responses 
that criminalize Black, Arab, immigrant, and other 
communities in North American' and around the 
world as manifested through SB 1070 in Arizona, 
police-ICE collaboration and raids, increased border 
militarization, Fortress Europe, the E.U. Directive and 
many other such inhumane and unjust policies. We 
demand full employment in the roles we need to 
transform our communities — healers, counselors, me- 
diators, facilitators, organizers, bus drivers, bike me- 
chanics, deconstruction and reconstruction workers, 
(zero) waste workers, and more. 


Aprirf ZO, ZOTh Tafre ft to the Fofnt of Productfon 

Rising Tide is calling for a day of direct action against extraction on the one year anniversary of the BP oil spill. 

Communities around the world are under attack from extractive industries that poison our families, kill our loved 
ones on the job, and destroy the ecosystems we cherish. The BP oil spill was unfortunately just one of an endless 
string of disasters born of an economic system that must endlessly consume the Earth’s resources. 

Extraction Is the act of taking without gfvfng anything back. Extraction take* worker* 
live* so corporation* can make a few more buck*. Extraction take* clean water and air 
and give* us blackened ocean* and a climate In chaos. Extraction take* the natural wealth 
of communities and ecosystem* and leave* behind poverty and ecological wasteland*. 

For a stable climate, clean air and water, we must stop the extraction of fossil fuels and other “resources.” From 
the tar sands of Alberta to the Gulf Coast, people are fighting back against the extractive industries that have de- 
clared war on our planet. 

On April 20th take it to the point of production. Shut down a well site, occupy a mine, 
take over an office, blockade a bank. Nobody’s community should be a sacrifice-zone. 

For climate justice and a livable planet, 

Rising Tide North Arfterica 

WWW.RISINGTIDENORTHAMERICA.ORG/EXTRACTION EXTRACTION @ RISINGTIDENORTHAMERICA.ORG 




By Russ McSpadden 
Art by Jill Lavetsky 

S omewhere outside of the old mining town of Ru- 
by — nothing more than a ghost town — and not too 
far from the Arizona/Mexico border, we run across a 
group of migrants. They are moving fast through a can- 
yon cutting the San Luis and Atascosa Mountains. They 
are young, mostly women, and nervous. I offer water, 
food, and directions in Spanish, and the guia offers me 
water and food in English. He's unsure of my intentions. 
I explain that we had seen la migra along Ruby road and 
we part ways — good luck, buena suerte. Back up the wash 
I find that the group had stopped to pick up clean socks 
we'd left in a bucket. A pair of old bloody socks hang 
from a manzanita tree. 

A week before, a good friend was a part of a humani- 
tarian team that found the body of a young woman who 
had died, just hours before, in the open desert a couple 
miles from Ruby. The best guess as to the cause is that 
her group was scattered by Border Patrol, by a helicopter 
or drone or men on horseback, and that she lost her way 
in the panic, wandered this section of the Coronado Na- 
tional Forest and died of thirst. Having found an emer- 
gency contact, my friend learned that the woman was 
trying to reach her husband and children in Texas. Her 
husband cried on the phone at the news. 

Just a bit north of here, around Arivaca, is one of 
hundreds of border check points scattered throughout 


Southern Arizona. "US Citizens?" asks a guard. There's 
no question about whether or not we are drug run- 
ners, just whether or not our human bodies are legally 
sanctioned. Though he probably knows the car and 
suspects we've been providing aid to undocumented 
migrants, the officer doesn't ask if we've found any 
injured or dead people. There is no care for the refugee 
blood that spills in the desert, dries up, and cakes into 
the hard caliche soil. 

The check point is one small impersonal com- 
ponent of the border control system, a part of state 
control over human migration, labor, and solidarity 
against Empire. The surveillance apparatus staring us 
down from the side of the road, a giant rod packed 
with dozens of cameras, sways in the wind, mocking 
the ocatillo cacti around it. I ask the guard if he knows 
that the Coronado National Forest is named after a 
conquistador who, after brutally capturing large por- 
tions of Northwest Mexico, crossed through the area 
that is now the border, seeking gold and conquest. I 
ask if he knows that Coronado's path laid the ground 
work for the theft of the land Border Patrol is now 
guarding. He says he’s not heard this before — his into- 
nation says he's bored with the history — and he waves 
us through. 

Its no matter that this National Forest, just another 
compartmentalized wilderness area, honors the pas- 
sage of a murderer, a tyrant, and, at the same time, is 
patrolled by police, the national guard, and right-wing 
militias, to stop the trek of the poor. Its no matter that 



imperialist policy has pulled them away from the land 
of their families. 

Today nearly 700 miles of wall stretch across a nearly 
2,000 mile border between the US and Mexico. Other in- 
frastructure-surveillance equipment, giant towers with 
cameras and sensors and thousands of miles of road for 
patrols — dismpts a borderland of rich biological diversity 
and sensitivity. The intolerant, homogenous, and hyper- 
security needs of the North openly supports racism and 
ecocide at the border. As state surveillance zooms from all 
angles, seeing all, thousands of humans and thousands 
of non-humans die, cut off from ancient and necessary 
migration paths. 

In 2009 the last jaguar in all of North America was eu- 
thanized by the US Fish and Wildlife Service. But the bor- 
der had long cut off its natural path to and from Northern 
Mexico. Its unfettered self was already murdered. Like- 
wise, ocelots, bighorn sheep, and pronghorns, — all en- 
dangered — have been deprived of their migration paths. 
In order to expedite the closing of the border, and to dem- 
onstrate the priorities of the government to contain the 
movement of people from an economy under attack by 
US interests, Congress waived all environmental laws that 
interfere with construction. Homeland Security director 
Michael Chertoff waived the Coastal Zone Management 
Act, the National Environmental Policy Act, the Endan- 
gered Species Act, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the Clean 
Water Act, the Clean Air Act, and the National Historic 
Preservation Act in the name of national security. 

In order to expedite the closing of peoples minds, the 
state of Arizona, through HB2281 has outlawed ethnic 
studies programs in all grade schools. The law also pro- 
hibits courses "that promote the overthrow of the US 
Government." The connection between fear, racism, ho- 
mogeneity, environmental destruction and state security 
needs becomes obvious. 

Natural borders are fluid, changing — negotiated at every 
step. Autonomy and collectivity intercourse and blend. 
Bodies, human or otherwise, are beautiful borders. Fingers, 
lips, eyes, tails, tentacles, and whiskers all negotiate space, 
touch, freedom, relationships, food, love, knowledge and 
movement. They are fragile and, in return for any boundaries 
or restraints laid, offer longing, organic reciprocity and 
the rhythms of heart and hunger. They follow the rules 
of the sky and the terrain, rain and physical need. They 
follow the rides of relationship and reproduction. Political 
borders are rigid, controlling, autocratic, murderous. They 
impede without giving back, without emotion. They offer 
the rhythms of abstraction and control: national anthems, 
speeches on nationhood, sirens, police banter across radio 
waves. They follow the laws of abstractions: property, profit, 
and techno-progress. 

B ack at home in Florida, I realize one never leaves 
the border. We are constantly in its presence in 
the US. Many of my neighbors made the trek here 



through Arizona, and a certain restraint — as well as 
power — in their eyes, in the movement of their bodies, 
reflects that journey. ICE raids happen often in my town, 
pulling communities apart, ensuring the dominance of 
xenophobia and alienation through intimidation. I've 
watched from my roof the bodies of ICE agents, SWAT, 
and the Sheriffs raiding a neighbor. They are tormented 
and ugly and unyieldingly cold bodies, armored with 
kevlar, ammunition, helmets, goggles, plated gloves and 
rifles. They are almost not bodies at all. They are more 
like border walls. As long as these kinds of borders ex- 
ist, the kind that stunt the movement of bodies and the 
exchange of life, that sever neighbors and watersheds 
and minds, wilderness and our place in it will remain a 
compartment of the state. 

After the helicopters and police cars leave, friends and 
allies of the victims of the raid slowly stroll by the house 
to see if anyone remains, if they can help comfort, re- 
build, and support. Some help clean up the mess left by 
the police intrusion, the twisted gate, the flung chairs 
and the broken door. After the helicopters leave I notice 
the return of a small flock of juvenile ibis to a nearby 
yard and the return of a Cooper's hawk to its perch in a 
mango tree. After they leave, the community begins to 
rebuild. The same will be true when the border wall is 
expelled from the sacred land it currently torments. 

Russ McSpadden is an editor with the Earth First! Journal 
and an agitator with Everglades Earth First 1 

To learn more about solidarity work at the border visit 
NOMOREDEATHS.ORG 
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Three Days 

that Shook the New World Order 


An Excerpt 


By Franklin Rosemont 
and David Roediger 


AFTER THE RAIN 

The long-range significance of the LA rebellion [April, 
1992] cannot be appreciated apart from the global eco- 
logical crisis. The fact that the largest urban upheaval 
in the US in this century has been ignored by the en- 
vironmental press is one more sign — and a definitive 
one — that middle-class environmentalism is indissolu- 
bly allied to the pollutocratic Establishment it pretends 
to oppose. * 

Clearly the rebellion, and the nationwide response 
it engendered, are seething with ecological implica- 
tions. An extraordinary example of "acting locally," 
inevitably it will affect global thinking for a long time 
to come. 

The rebellion provided, for example, a dramatic eye- 
opening prelude to the Earth-rapers' orgy known as 
the "Earth Summit" in Rio de Janeiro a few weeks later. 
The delegates (mostly heads of state) straight-facedly 
resolved that capitalism — an inherently ecocidal social 
system — is compatible with a healthy planet. But LA's 
smoldering ruins and overflowing prisons joined the 
polluted air that always afflicts the city to give these 
bureaucrats the lie, and showed all the world that the 
Land of Capitalism par excellence is one of the sickest 
societies anywhere. 

In this era of massive destruction of rainforests and 
other wild places, the contradiction between city and 
"countryside" has become central to all struggles for 
social change. Anyone who knows the ABCs of ecology 
knows that massive restoration of wilderness is today 
an urgent priority, second to none — indeed, the pre- 
condition for the continuation of life on this planet — 
and that such restoration requires, in turn, massive 
dismantling of industrial society's deadly cities. In this 
light, the festive community burning of LA's shopping 
malls can be regarded not only as a sensible response to 
unlivable ghetto conditions, but also as an ecologically 
sound step toward doing away with America's poison- 


ous urban wastelands. Objectively, in the US govern- 
ment's war against wildlife and wilderness, the LA 
rebels were on the side of the wild. 

Subjectively, however, the rebellion's ecological 
dimension stands out in even bolder relief. The fact 
that Black teenagers increasingly recognize them- 
selves as an endangered species — this was in fact the 
theme of one of the most popular local rap record- 
ings just before and during the rebellion — is surely 
one of the major revolutions in consciousness of our 
time. Equally suggestive in this regard is the fact that 
the planting of new trees — to bring beauty to LA’s 
minority communities — is a major demand in the 
program put forth by the Bloods and Crips for the 
reconstruction of the city. j 

The rebels' point of departure, moreover, was light- 
years beyond the phony "jobs versus environment" 
dichotomy that miserabilist demagogues of all per- 
suasions use to paralyze the unwary. In demanding 



not jobs but life, and all the freedom and fullness there- 
of, the LA rebels — among whom registered voters were 
undoubtedly a rarity — revealed strong affinities with 
the most radical "no-compromise" wing of the envi- 
ronmental movement. ; 

"Mainstream" environmentalism continues to be 
dominated by racist, corporate-minded executives 
who, by definition, are unwilling to challenge the in- 
terests of white supremacy, Capital and the capitalist 
state. In the past twenty years, the mushroom growth 
of the National Wildlife Federation, the Audubon So- 
ciety, the Sierra Club, etc., has coincided with the de- 
struction of more US wilderness than was destroyed 
in the preceding half-century. These groups, which 
are run as businesses by bureaucrats who think and 
act like businessmen, 
are to the rank-and- 
file eco-activist what 
the AFL-CIO bureau- 
cracy is to the working 
class: a privileged 'elite 
whose prime function 
is to control the fury— i.e., the revolutionary creativi- 
ty — of those at the bottom. 

The LA rebels manifested exactly what is needed to 
turn environmentalism into a real and effective move- 
ment: desperation, defiance, energy, a sense of the 
unbearable boredom and the misery of American life 
today a readiness to improvise, a willingness to take 
risks and a beautiful determination to win release from 
misery. With such an outsiders' perspective to inspire 
and guide the actions of a new movement, an ecologi- 
cally healthy planet could become a reality instead of 
a slogan. 

Those who are farthest from the administration of 
power, no matter how powerless they often feel, retain 
always the power to disrupt and therefore, potentially, 
the power to overturn the entire repressive order. 

In the solidarity of all those who are outside exist- 
ing power relations lies our only chance of vanquish- 
ing the ecocidal megamachine. Coming at a time when 
the infrastructures of America's cities are on the verge 
of collapse, the LA rebellion has opened exciting possi- 
bilities for the development of heretofore undreamed- 
of combat-alliances that could cut across and even de- 
stroy the debilitating barriers set up by short-sighted 
and self-serving "Single-issue" groups. 

Now is a time of rtew beginnings, and thus a time to 
make new connections. There is not an eco-activist any- 
where who would nbt benefit from reading Malcolm 
X — the favorite author of the LA rebels — and radical 
ecologists and conservation biologists would do well 
not only to make their knowledge more accessible to 
those who need it most, but also to find ways of linking 
their struggles to the. struggles of the oppressed people 
who can really change things for the better. Such links 
would seem to be particularly feasible — and even long 


overdue — in the city that gave us the word smog, and 
which is today a major dumpsite for toxic waste and 
Daryl Gates' radio commentaries. 

Such new connections are the inevitable fruit of the 
revolutionary imagination. If the LA rebels drew in- 
spiration from the poetry of rap, the rebellion itself re- 
mains a crucial factor in renewing the practice of poet- 
ry everywhere, as a revolutionary activity. The boldest 
dreams of poets always have expressed humankind's 
deepest aspirations, and any "program" that denies 
them is a sure ticket to misery. Any would-be "revolu- 
tion" willing to settle for less than the realization of 
poetry in everyday life is a revolution at a dead-end 
before it starts. 

As eco-activists, radical feminists, point-of-production 

rebel workers and ghet- 
to/barrio street-fighters 
begin to understand 
each other, to find their 
common ground and to 
pool their resources in 
united struggle and mu- 
tual aid, we shall begin to see a movement that might 
just be capable of toppling the inhuman structures that 
are killing us all. 

Steeped in humor, open to poetry, aiming at a fun- 
damental reintegration of humankind and the planet 
we live on and the creatures with whom we share it, 
this new global revolutionary movement naturally will 
be the most playful and adventurous of all time. How 
could it be otherwise? 

The struggle for wilderness is inseparable from the 
struggle for a free society, which is inseparable from 
the struggle against racism, whiteness and imperialism, 
which is inseparable from the struggle for the libera- 
tion of women, which is inseparable from the strug- 
gle for sexual freedom, which is inseparable from the 
struggle to emancipate labor and abolish work, which 
is inseparable from the struggle against war, which is 
inseparable from the struggle to live poetic lives and, 
more generally, to do as we please. 

The enemies, today, are those who try to separate 
these struggles. 

In April-May '92 the world witnessed one of the trau- 
matic first flights of this revolution which must go far- 
ther than any revolution has ever gone. 

Outsiders of the world, unite! Freedom NowFJEarth 
First! these three watchwords are for us but one. 

This excerpt, commonly read around the campfire at 
recent Earth First! gatherings, was taken from an article 
which first appeared in the journal Race Traitor #2 

Franklin Rosemont, who passed in 2009, was a poet, 
historian and revolutionary scholar and a co-founder of the 
Chicago Surrealist Group. , 

David Roediger is professor of History and African 
American Studies at the University of Illinois. 


The struggle for wilderness is inseperable from 
the struggle for a free society, which is inseperable 
from the struggle against racism... 




If we really believed 

what scientists are telling us about global warming, the 
fire engines of every fire department would sound their 
sirens and race to the nearest factory to extinguish its 
furnaces. Every high school student would run to the 
thermostat of every classroom, turn it off, and tear it 
out of the wall, then hit the parking lot to slash tires. 
Every responsible suburban parent would don safety 
gloves and walk around the block pulling the electrical 
meters out of the utility boxes behind houses and 
condominiums. Every gas station attendant would press 
the emergency button to shut off the pumps, cut the 
hoses, and glue the locks on the doors; every coal and 
petroleum corporation would immediately set about 
burying their unused product where it came from — 
using only the muscles of their own arms, of course. 
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But we're too out of touch to grasp what’s happening, 
let alone put a stop to it. 

We can't count on those who learn about the destruc- 
tion of the environment from books or the internet to 
rescue anything. The decimation of the natural world has 
been going on around us for cenmries now; it takes a par- 
ticularly bourgeois brand of blindness to drive by felled 
trees, spewing smokestacks, and acres of asphalt every day 
without noticing that anything is happening until it shows 
up in the newspaper. People for whom reality is composed 
of news articles, rather than the world they see and hear 
and smell, are bound to destroy everything they touch. 
That alienation is the root of the problem; the devastation 
of the environment simply follows from it. 

When profit margins are more real than living things, 
when weather patterns are more real than refugees fleeing 
hurricanes, when emissions cap agreements are more real 
than new developments in our own neighborhoods, the 
world has already been signed over for destruction. The 
climate crisis isn't an event that might happen, looming 
into view ahead; it is the familiar setting of our daily lives. 
Deforestation isn't just taking place in national forests or 
foreign jungles: it is as real at every strip mall in Ohio as 
it is in the heart of the Amazon. The buffalo used to roam 


right here. Our disconnection from the land is catastrophic 
whether or not the sea level is rising, whether or not the 
desertification and famine sweeping other continents have 
reached us yet. 

As usual, the people who brought this crisis upon us 
are eager to explain that they are the best qualified to rem- 
edy it. But there's no reason to believe that their motives or 
methods have changed. The results are in — smoking causes 
cancer — but they're still trying to sell us low-tar cigarettes. 

Forget about nuclear power, solar power, clean coal, 
and wind turbines. Forget about carbon trading, biofuels, 
recycling programs, organic superfoods. Forget about new 
legislation, along with even' other inefficient, insufficient 
response involving ballots, petitions, or some other proxy. 
Our only hope is to fight with our own hands, to take a 
stand on the ground beneath our feet — rediscovering in 
the process what it means to be a part of the world, not 
separate from it. Every tree they try to cut down, we can 
stop them. Every poison they try to release into the atmo- 
sphere, we can block them. Every new “sustainable” tech- 
nology they introduce, we can unma*k them. 

They aren't going to stop destroying the planet until 
we make it too costly for them to continue. The sooner ire 
do. the better. 




from the makers of global warming — “sustainable” energy! 


The Corporate Solution 

Where others see hardship and tragedy, entrepreneurs see 
an opportunity for financial gain. Putting the “green” in 
greenhouse gases and the “eco” in economy, they greet 
the apocalypse with outstretched wallets. Are natural 
disasters wrecking communities? That’s great — sell thp 
survivors disaster relief and put up luxury condominiums 
where they used to live. Are food supplies contaminated 
with toxins? Slap “organic” on some of them and jack up 
the price — presto, what was once taken for granted in 
every vegetable is suddenly a selling point! Is consumer 
culture devouring the planet 5 Time for a line of 
environmentally friendly products, cashing in on guilt 
and good intentions to move more units. 

So long as being “sustainable” is a privilege reserved 
for the rich, the crisis can only intensify. All the better for 
those banking on it. ' 


Thu Conservative Solution 

Many conservatives deny that our society is causing 
global warming; of course, some still don’t believe in 
evolution, either. But what they themselves believe is 
immaterial; they’re more concerned with the question 
of what it is profitable for others to believe. For example, 
when the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change released its 2007 report, an ExxonMobil-funded 
think tank linked to the Bush administration offered 
$10,000+ to any scientist who would dispute its findings. 

That is to say — some people consider it a better 
investment to bribe experts to deny that anything is 
happening than to take any steps to avert catastrophe. 
Better that the apocalypse snatches us unawares so long 
as they can maintain their profits one more year. Sooner 
the end of life on earth than the possibility of life 
beyond capitalism! 




The Liberal Solution 

Certain do-gooders would like to claim credit for 
bringing global warming to the attention of the 
public, even though radicals have been clamoring 
about it for decades. But politicians like A1 Gore are 
not trying to save the environment so much as to 
rescue the causes of its destruction. They are pressing 
for government and corporate recognition of the 
crisis because ecological collapse could destabilize, 
capitalism if it catches them off guard. Small 
wonder corporate initiatives and incentives figure so 
prominently in the solutions they propose. 

Like their conservative colleagues, liberals would 
sooner risk extinction than consider abandoning 
industrial capitalism. They’re simply too invested in it to 
do otherwise — witness the Gore family’s long-running 
relationship with Occidental Petroleum. In this light, 
their bid to seize the reins of the environmentalist 
movement looks suspiciously like a calculated effort to 
prevent a more realistic response to the crisis. 


The Malthusian Solution 

Some people attribute the crisis to overpopulation — but 
how many shantytown dwellers and subsistence farmers 
do you have to add up to equal the ecological impact of a 
single high-powered executive? 


The Socialist Solution 

For centuries, socialists have promised to grant everyone 
access to middle class standards of living. Now it turns 
out that the biosphere can’t support even a small 
minority pursuing that lifestyle; one might expect 
socialists to adjust their notion of utopia accordingly. 
Instead they’ve simply updated it to match the latest in 
bourgeois fashions: today every worker deserves to eat 
organic produce and live in a “green” condominium. 

But these products only came to be as a marketing ploy 
to differentiate high-end merchandise from proletarian 
standard fare. If you’re going to think big enough to 
imagine a society without class differences, you might 
as well aim for a future in which \Ve share the wealth of 
a vibrant natural world rather than chopping it up into 
inert commodities. 


The Communist Solution 

In practice, Marxism, Leninism, and Maoism served 
as a convenient means to jerk “underdeveloped” 
nations swiftly into the industrial age, utilizing state 
intervention to “modernize” peoples who still retained 
a connection to the land before finally dropping them 
unceremoniously at the margin of the free market. Today, 
party communists have gotten no further than blithe 
assurances that new management would take care of 
everything. Sing along to the tune of “Solidarity Forever”: 

If the workers owned the factories, climate change would not exist 
All the smoke from all the smokestacks would be changed to 
harmless mist . . . 


The Individual Solution 

An individual or community can live a completely 
“sustainable” lifestyle without doing anything to hinder 
the corporations and governments responsible for the 
vast majority of environmental devastation. Keeping one’s 
hands clean — “setting an example” that no statesman or 
tycoon will emulate — is meaningless while others lay the 
planet to waste. To set a better example, stop them. 


The Radical Solution 

Too many radicals respond to the crisis with despair or 
even a kind of wrongheaded anticipation. There’s no 
reason to believe the exhaustion of the planets petroleum 
supply will put an end to patriarchy or white,supremacy. 
Likewise, it’s all too likely that hierarchy can make it 
through ecological collapse intact, so long as there are 
people left to dominate and obey. 

We’ll get out of the apocalypse what we put into it: 
we can’t expect it to produce a more liberated society 
unless we put the foundations in place now. Forget about 
individualistic survival schemes that cast you as the Last 
Person on Earth — Hurricane Katrina showed that when 
the storm hits, the most important thing is to be part of a 
community that can defend itself. The coming upheavals 
may indeed offer a chance for fundamental social change, 
but we have to come up with a compelling vision and 
the guts to implement it. 

Another End of the World Is Possible! 



Crimethlnc. is a network of think tanks and action squads bent on 
enabling humanity to survive the downfall of capitalism. We have been 
honored to struggle alongside Earth First ! for the past decade and a half 
For strategic analysis and practical tools , visit www.crimethinc.com. 



Where Are They Now? 

Earth First! Old Guard ( Round II) ' 


Compiled by EF! Journal Collective 

As we promised in Voulme I of the 
30th Anniversay edition, below is another 
glimpse into the lives of active longtime 
EFlers and instrumental people who have 
moved on. Again, some names might be 
new, some may have beeti heard before 
(some you might wish you never had!) 
These are what we lovingly refer to as the 
old guard of our movement, along with 
some "mid-guard" in the mix. 

The questions: name, age, residency; 
first and last EF! Round River Rendez- 
vous (RRR); what you're most known 
for; your wildest memory; what you've 
been doing lately; message to younger 
generations; if you'll be coming to an- 
other Rondy; and any pseudonyms you 
wanna divulge. 

If we get more responses, we may con- 
tinue this feature into future issues of the 
Journal. So keep 'em coming! 

Christopher Manes 

Palm Springs, California, 53. First and 
last Rondy: 1985 and 1987. "1 was the 
self-proclaimed 'pseudo-intellectual' 
of the movement." Wildest memory: 
"At the Colorado RRR back in 87, Wolf 
arrived with a 5th of vodka, some 
grapefruit juice and a hankering to 
get mightily drunk. So he, Bill Turk, 
the much under-appreciated Roger 
Candee, and I joined him, and plied 
with liquor, we decided that EF! had 
become too soft. So we wandered the 
area shouting "Fuck Humanity!" and 
"No Man's Land!" with Turk cracking 
his bull whip for emphasis. (Yes, he 
carried a bull whip). At one point we 
almost fell into the Grand Canyon, 
which would have been an appropriate 
demise for us indeed. Now (stay with 
me here), unbeknownst to us, earlier 
that day, before we arrived, Ed Abbey 
had gotten into some kind of verbal 
altercation with some anarchists. Fair 
enough. However, when darkness fell 
and they heard some drunken men 
cracking a bull whip and making 
vague threats and apparently prowl- 
ing the area looking for victims, they 


thought Abbey had somehow sent 
out his "shock troops" (their words 
not mine) to hunt them down for the 
ideological heresies. Shortly thereafter, 
the incident was printed in an anar- 
chist journal as evidence of the "fas- 
cist" nature of Earth Firstl's old guard, 
with the bull whip playing a major 
role in the narrative... But it was just 
us all along. After that the rift between 
the old guard (or as Roselle likes to call 
them the "buckaroos"), and the more 
traditional leftists widened. It was of 
course inevitable. But I think it all start- 
ed with Turk's bull whip and too many 
greyhounds." Lately: "I wrote a couple 
books, and became an attorney." To 
younger generation EFlers? "Only 
young people can change things. It's 
your world. The rest of us are just com- 
mentators now." Pseudonyms: "Oh, I 
used many, which has caused a lot of 
confusion about who wrote what. Best 
to leave it at that." Coming to a Rondy 
again? "1 hadn't given it any thought. 
It might be fun. As long as there are no 
bull whips present." 

Karen Coulter 

Age 52; used psuedonyms in both 
the Journal and in the Earth First! 
Campfire Poetry Book (to shift the fo- 
cus off a personality onto the ideas); 
residency: Cascadia — divided between 
a mountainside in eastern Oregon 
from late spring through fall, and 
Portland, Oregon for winter. First RRR: 
1988 (involved since 1984), last: 2009. 
Most known for: "my ongoing legal 
forest defense in eastern Oregon and 
helping organize the End Corporate 
Dominance Conference and related 
workshops." Wildest memories: "... 
the all night torch-lit building of the 
immense Jack Road blockades in the 
Cove Mallard sales area of Idaho, us- 
ing nothing but our hands and co- 
operation; the hunt sabotage against 
the hunting of endangered Big Horn 
sheep in the Mojave, experiencing the 
diverse unique rock formations there 
. and seeing Big Horn sheep rams stand- 
ing on peaks against the blue sky; the 


first wild tribal dance at the Rendez- 
vous in 1989... There's too many wild 
memories to limit it to just one." Late- 
ly: "struggling to keep Blue Mountains 
Biodiversity Project going financially, 
field-checking proposed timber sales in 
eastern Oregon with wonderful volun- 
teers each summer, working on a book 
about the foundations of corporate 
rule in 19 Century US history, writing 
biocentric poems, making wine, danc- 
ing, hiking, hanging out with my son, 
friends, cats, dogs and wildlife." To 
younger generations: "Really plan out 
a long-term strategy for meeting your 
goals as a group. Don't stay in tactical 
ruts or be an exclusive clique. Don't let 
your group die due to a few disruptive 
people. Read Brian Click's handbook 
for dealing with infiltrators: The War 
at Home. Keep developing a movement 
culture of resistance — with art, music, 
poetry, dance theater... Really get to 
know the wild and wildlife — ground 
yourself in wild nature. Don't wait for 
a campaign, an action, or a group to 
come to you: start one. Follow your 
passion to find your focus. Ask me or 
other 'old guard' folks what else we've 
learned that might help your situation. 
We too were young and still are radi- 
cal. I'm an anarchist too..." Another 
Rondy? "Of course... see you this year 
in Idaho." 

Use Asplund 

Currently living in Cascadia and 
Atzlan. First Rondy: '87; most recent: 
'02. "Recently dealing with some 
health challenges, finding plants to be 
wonderful allies in healing." Favorite 
EF! Memory: "Sending the KUTV News 
car back to Salt Lake City after the 
North Rim Rondy (-400 mile journey) 
with a new bumper sticker, Another 
Mormon on Drugs. To younger genera- 
tions: "You are the present upwelling 
of life's fierce impulse to renew itself 
once again. ' Humans and other crit- 
ters have come to certain crossroads 
over the millennia and it is always the 
willingness to act against impossible 
odds that brought them through the 


Art by K Bunny 



breach... As bad as things are, we're 
just a small part of the picture and 
we only have partial knowledge. Any- 
way, it's arrogant to think otherwise." 
Coming to another Rondy? "Is there 
a geriatric rendezvous planned? No, 
seriously, a token out of the way shtetl 
within the larger rendezvous for the 
old pre-post-modem relics of ancient 
times (the 1980s). No running water 
or flush toilets required, just a place 
where we can wear our red bandanas. 
We don't really want to contaminate 
the minds of the young with our un- 
purged droppings of memory and ex- 
perience, but we are always in danger 
of doing so if left on the loose! Was 
that a yes or no question?" 

Dirt 

Living in Olympia, WA, 42. First, EF! 
Rondy, 1994 Western Regional Lake 
Davis, Oregon; most recent, 2009 RRR, 
Umpqua, OR. Known for rigging tree 
sits in Luna, Fall Creek and two dozen 
other similar campaigns in 1990's. 
Wildest memory: "Real Rendezvous' 
with wild raucous and mostly naked 
drunken behavior around the camp- 
fire. Including side-splitting hilari- 
ous music with too many talented 
musicians trying to get a single song 
squeezed into a very musical camp- 
fire that went till nearly sunrise..." 
Lately? "Building an EF! Warrior Poets 
website... doing lots of environmental 
activism with mainstreamers too. Also 
earned a grad degree (Master's Public 
Administration.)" To the youth: "Why 
don't /all smile? You smile at people 
who are the Same age as you, why 
not the rest of us? Do you think older 
EF!ers are the enemy or something? 
Rendezvous' used to be a place where 
we knew solidarity and trust and we 
smiled and said hi to everyone we 
passed on the trail. What made y’all so 
cruel, elitist and cold? Do you think 
because 1 don't dress like you and am 
older than you that I'm not worthy of 
a smile back? You think I'm not down 
with your cause? The lack of respect 
for diversity from your generation is 
abysmal." 

John Davis 

Westport, NY, 47. First Rondy 1986; 
last: 1990. Edited Journal for a few years 
with Dave Foreman. Wildest memo- 
ries: "Camping in Sonoran desert with 
A Z EF! friends; glimpsing a wolverine 


as I took a hike at Rendezvous in Ida- 
ho; raft trips down San Juan and Green 
Rivers; Actions in the woods best kept 
as inside memories." Lately? "On vari- 
ous conservation boards of directors, 
including Wildlands Network, Restore: 
The North Woods, Champlain Valley 
Conservation Partnership and Heron 
Dance. I serve as Conservation Direc- 
tor of the Adirondack Council." To the 
Youth: "No matter how diverse your 
interests and causes, keep wild nature 
foremost in mind. Boldly confront its 
greatest threats: human population 
and over-consumption." Coming to 
a Rondy again? "Not likely, as I at- 
tend too many meetings already, and 
I'm too old now to keep up with you 
young folks! May you succeed wildly 
in putting Earth first!" 

Peg Millett, 

Bradshaw Mountains, central AZ, 
57; used to be called Gristle, back in 
the '80s. First Rondy, 1985 Uncom- 
podray Plateau CO; Last, Wyoming 1 
think. I went to the AZ Winter Rondy 
in '08. Known for "Dancing, singing, 
AZ 5, doing fed time (20 years ago), 
Woo Woo Queen." Lately: "Playing 
with horses, going on a few river trips 
with the Usual Suspects." To younger 
generations: "Learn from herstory, 
smile fiercely, live from a spiritual per- 
spective, leam from the earth and the 
animals, celebrate." Coming to anoth- 
er Rondy: "Probably." 

Dennis Fritzinger 

Bay Area Bioregion, CA, 67. First 
RRR: Kalmiopsis, Oregon 1983; most 
Recent RRR: 2009. Most known for: 
"At rallies: the tea song. At campfires: 
my poem "Donuts Galore". In the 
Journal : Editor of Armed With Visions. 
At OC’s: the Night to Howl." Wildest 
memory? "Seeing a mountain lion on 
the way to the 1987 RRR on the North 
Rim of the Grand Canyon. The funni- 
est memory was being part of a herd 
of caribou at our post-rondy demo in 
Albany, NY in 1991." Lately: "Writing 
stuff to send in for the 30th Anniver- 
sary issue." To younger generation: 
"Don't get burned out. Taking time to 
go camping, hiking, river-rafting and 
just getting out in nature is a good an- 
tidote to living in cities and working 
on campaigns. Do your homework. 
It’s important to understand the sci- 
ence. Leam basic survival skills so you 


can be self-sufficient when you need 
to. Keep a sense of humor." Coming 
to a Rondy again? “Definitely. I plan 
to go to next year's and as many as I 
can after that." 

Mike Petersen 

Spokane, WA, 57. First: 1986 in 
Idaho; last Rondy: maybe 2000? Or- 
ganized 1988 RRR and the follow-up 
Okanogan Highlands Action. Wild- 
est memory: "Going to northern BC 
in the middle of winter to stop the 
aerial wolf kill, setting up road block- 
ades during Redwood Summer. Other 
things I can't talk about.” Lately? "Ex- 
ecutive Director of The Lands Council, 
and on many Boards." To younger 
generations: "In my mind EF! inspired 
environmental activism in a unique 
way that was focused on direct action. 
The focus has been diffused by others 
wanting to capture some of that spirit, 
whether it be anarchism, prison ac- 
tivism, or any of the other isms that 
can be good causes, but not earth 
centered." Any pseudonyms? "Better 
not, since I am unsure if the statute of 
limitations has run out..." Coming to 
a Rondy again? "Possible. I still get the 
Journal." 

Daniel Barron 

Oakland CA, 48. First Rondy: Colo- 
rado 1985; last: Oregon 1998. Most 
known as: main San Francisco EF! 
contact 1986-1990; action with Mike 
Roselle & Helen to kick off part 2 of 
Kalmiopsis campaign (April 1987); or- 
ganizer of EF! Whitewater trips." Wild- 
est memory: "post-Rondy action 1988 
at Okanogan Nat'l Forest HQ, a hun- 
dred of us shut down Freddie office for 
the day, blockaded the entrances, oc- 
cupied the roof, put cowpies in the air 
conditioning intakes, played music, 
danced, yelled, drew chalk murals on 
sidewalks. Freddies brought in every 
law enforcement officer in 3-county 
area resulting in over 20 arrests, 3 
days in jail, and jail solidarity on hun- 
ger strike so that all arrestees were 
released with equal minimum fine... 
shook the Forest Service nationwide." 
Lately: "Disappearing into obscurity." 
To younger generations: "think long 
and hard about appropriate tactics 
for each situation, study the history 
of the movement and of all eco-social 
change, leam from the successes and 
failures of your elders." Coming to a 



Rondy again? "No. Some of my best 
memories are from past Rondys; I re- 
member past years by where the Ron- 
dy took place and who was there; but 
I've passed the torch on to others who 
can make their own memories.” 

Angela Wartes Kahl 

"Been Garlic for the last 14 years", 
35, Alsea, OR. "First Rondy was Twin 
Lakes in 1997 or 1999, don't remember 
the year but the hike in was a night- 
mare." Last Rondy: 2010, in the North 
Woods of Maine. "We drove all the 
way from Oregon with a three year old, 
that's dedication folks..." Known for? 
"Jail and Legal support of the Head- 
waters Forest Campaign in Northern 
California, WTO, and volunteering 
with lawyer teams that represented 
the pepper spray plaintiffs and Gypsy's 
family." Wildest memories: "Fall of '96 
in Headwaters. The legal team saw 
more than 300 arrests in two months, 
every other day there was an action — 
tripods in the road, sleeping dragons, 
endless lockdowns, so many lock boxes 
and bags of concrete, I lost count. I 
felt like we were surviving off air, no 
sleep and pure adrenaline. All the old 
guards were firecrackers. Judi was still 
alive and very much involved. It was 
an incredible time to be in EF!" Lately, 
"Garth and I have an organic farm 
called Common Treasury. Recently I 
have been working on going back to 
college in the textile field, essentially 
working on sustainable fiber manufac- 
turing. Joined the Seeds of Peace Col- 
lective after the RNC in St. Paul and 
enjoy cooking meals for 5,000." To 
younger generations: "I am so happy 
you are here. Please stick around but 
breaks from activism are necessary no 
matter what. people tell you. Always 
be honest and open to new Ideas, it is 
the only way we are going to succeed." 
Coming to a Rondy again? "Fm help- 
ing organize the 2011 Rondy — Idaho! 
See you there!" 

Art Goodtimes 

Norwood, CO. A former poetry 
editor for Earth First! Journal and Wild 
Earth, Ed Abbey mentions Art by name 
in the 1987 Rondy scene from Hay- 
duke Lives. He's now a 4-term Com- 
missioner in San Miguel County, with 
the Green Party. According to famed 
author Terry Tempest Williams, "If 
there's hope in the American West, it's 


that Art Goodtimes is one of our coun- 
ty commissioners." He didn't respond 
to our questions, but in another inter- 
view he said this of Earth First!, "It's 
become a warrior clan whose effective- 
ness is limited... Every tribe needs its 
warriors, but their anger wasn't always 
targeted very well. And (direct action), 
that's dangerous and scary." I guess 
that's what the voters wanted to hear. 

Laura B. 

Eugene, Oregon, 29. "Can’t remem- 
ber the first, late 90s, early 2000s? It 
was probably a regional affair. The 
last was the one in the Mount Hood 
area. Was that 2005?" (little young to 
be losing memory, no?) Known for: 
"Tree-sitting in Oregon. Biscuit fire 
campaign. Northwest Ecosystem Sur- 
vey Team (NEST)." Wildest memory: 
"Getting arrested twice in three days at 
the Biscuit fire campaign trying to pro- 
tect the Fiddler Timber Sale area. The 
second time, they weren't as keen to 
let me out of jail." Lately: "Law school. 
Finishing up my last year, then I'm 
going after the federal land manage- 
ment and wildlife management agen- 
cies in their own courts of law." To the 
youth: "Keep on fighting, but don't 
get stuck in a rut. Be creative in your 
tactics. Some of our most successful 
work came from someone's random 
idea, thinking out of the box. Like, 
'Hey, I know, why don’t we try con- 
ducting our own surveys for red tree 
voles?'" Coming to a Rondy again? "If 
the Rondy and myself are in the same 
area at the same time, I would love to. 
People will probably judge me for be- 
ing all old and normal, though." 

Dave Foreman 

Lives in New Mexico, co-founded 
Earth First! and the Journal. Left the 
movement in 1990 to found Wild 
Earth, a magazine which has since 
folded, and The Rewilding Institute, 
which, among legitimate wildlands 
advocacy, also advocates for bringing 
elephants, lions and camels back to 
North America (yes, really). Foreman 
is, sadly, also now a leading voice in 
Apply The Brakes, a newly formed 
anti-immigrant coalition under the 
white supremacist network of John 
Tanton. He did not respond to us. 



Slugthang 

The following are excerpts from a 
poem sent by "Sluggo" in response to 
our Old Guard questionnaire: 

Now I was a radical once 
I ran with the forest loving crew 
To demos downtown Portland we would go 
Region 6 Forest Service bureau 

Logs exports, spotted owl, denied native rights 
Had us uptight 
so it was 

Consensus meetings all day 
And parties every night 

We had a group house 
I$hone ringing with eco emergency calls 
A few of us puked red white and blue at shop- 
ping malls 

Undercover agents where knocking at our door 
We fed the homeless from the dumpster store 

We drove to Actions and Rendezvous 
For this we had a ravenous thirst 
We started to call ourselves 1-5 Earth First! 

There was drama, more than we could possibly use 
We watched ourselves eagerly on the evening 
news 

We spawned a culture of music 

Wild music the best kind 

We howled at the moon 

Round campfires that burned out too soon 

I watched successful comrades 
form non-profits groups sustaining 
I taught many workshops on non-violence 
training 

And as the years drug on, the banner was 
passed on 

Strangers' voices began the angry shout 
As the years drug on my friends one by one 
began to burn out 

Fpr the movement mutated and is unforgiving 
The movement is not friendly to making a living 

And the "more radical" started to bum things down 
Which in turn made things more difficult 
all over town 

So began much consternation 

That tactic I always considered a lack of 

imagination 

So now every day 
1 work for change in subtler ways 
Now every day i focus on proactive and kind 
I engage others as a way to change their minds 

But the greenfire still bums bright 

And sometimes i can still hear the howling 

in the night 

Ah, the' work is endless and of constant variety 
Earth lovers stay alert! Ain't nothing wrong 
with sobriety 





Camp Etticket 

16) If you can carry a tune, learn a few songs. If 
not, memorize a good poem and break that out for 
us at the next fire. Then you can get pissed at those 
noisy asshole drunks with the rest of the artists. 

1 7) Dogs. You know. 


Issues Vehicular 

18) Before launching your covert op, make sure 
your turn signals, lights, etc. are all in working or- 
der. Duhh! 

19) If you are in deer country, get a deer whistle 
for your bumper. Its cheap, the deer and your bun- 
ny-huggin friends will be thankful, and you'll look 
like someone who knows their way around. And the 
irony of your stout direct action ass getting taken 
out by Bambi; you’ll just want to avoid that. 

20) Do not pick up souvenirs from the logging 
site, put them in the back seat of your stuffed-with- 
dready-firstlers vehicle,, have a flat, and have 
the first vehicle to render assistance be from 
the opposing team. We won't get tired of that 
story for a while. 

21) If you don't have a vehicle of your 
own, make sure you have the permission of 
the person who owns the vehicle you are 
borrowing, or at least... 

22) Don’t "borrow" the vehicle of some- 
one who currently hates your dysfunc- 
tional junkie ass, and at least... 

23) Make sure when you bring back the 
vehicle you "borrowed" from the person 
who currently hates your dysfunctional 
junkie ass, you put it back where 
so no one goes down to the local < 
ask stupid questions. 


Hot Topics 

24) Don't test your flammable accelerants in a pan 
in the brambles next to your residence, or at least... 

25) Make sure you have a fire extinguisher or at 
least a hose hooked up and running nearby so the 
local fire department doesn't get deployed to address 
the suspicious three-fourths acre brushfire they find 
your dumb ass dancing around in. Another story 
that doesn't get old. 


Basic Stuff 

26) Memorize the phrase, "I am not resisting." 

27) Don't be a junkie or a tweek. Don't work with 

same. • 

28) It really is about the sex. Study after study con- 
firms that it is the best you will ever have. Don't cry 
now. 

29) Watch the movies Clearcut and Camosaur. With 
friends. You will be a better activist for it. 

30) Dedicate as much of your energy and passion to 
the upkeep and maintenance of your friends as you 
do to the thwarting and frustration of your enemies. 
While the latter are never in short supply, a good 
friend is impossible to replace. 


For the first 15 bits of snail crap, check 
out Volume I of the 30™ anniversary issue. 


By Mick 


Someday you may find yourself in a strange wild 
place far from your forest, and everyone in your camp is 
younger than your kids. If you're lucky, they won't roll 
you for your jar of moon. If you're really lucky, they'll 
put up with your unsought pearls of wisdom that dribble 
out around the fire between sips. And if the gods then 
laugh at you, your ego gets played by some nice young 
joumalista, and now you have to actually produce some- 
thing — like 30 or so bits ofmollusk excretia that decades 
with the Earth First! mob has bestowed. I'm screwed. If 
you live long enough, this 
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In Memory of 


Mark Blecher, Judy Bonds 


Mark Blecher, Australian Forest Activist 

by Col Gibson 

Mark Blecher has been praised for his contribution to the 
conservation cause in the South East Forests over many dif- 
ficult years, as a local stalwart of the Towamba Valley Catch- 
ment Protection Association, a regional representative of 
the South East Forest Alliance, and sometime president of 
the South East Conservation Council. It is less well known 
that he was also one of a number of Towamba Valley local 
residents who participated in the early actions in defense 
of the South East Forests of New South Wales in 1989. 

Mark was the designer of a particularly ingenious device: a 
cylindrical locking steel canister with five openings at the top, 
used to block gates in the Coolangubra forest. Police had to 
toil with crowbars and mattocks to dig the contraptions out 

Ian Cohen mentions these in his book Green Fire, not- 
ing that they were nicknamed "Wog Wogs" (after a lo- 
cal landmark). But we did have another name for them 
before this — Blecher Devices. Mark, however, was a lit- 
tle uncomfortable with this name given the profile he 
had in the broader community. Neither of these names 
stuck, however, and today a device such as this might be 
referred to as a sleeping dragon 

Mark also made durable platforms that served us well in 
Coolangubra. as well as Wog Way where they supported 
relays of sitters for thirteen months. 

Mark was good natured and level headed. In stand- 
ing up to ranks of duplicitous politicians and bureau- 
crats, despite set backs at every turn, his persever- 
ance always testified to his dedication and positive 
disposition. Sadly, Mark lost his long battle with leu- 
kaemia in March 2010. He is remembered with love 
by his family, friends and fellow campaigners. 


Colin Gibson was blockader and tree sitter in Australia during 
the '80s at the Franklin, Daintree and South East Forests. 



Log truck stopped by "Blecher Devices" at Sheepstation Creek, March 1989. 


These pages are a continuation of the Fallen 
Warriors section in Volume I of the 30 th 

Anniversary. 


Judy Bonds, A Voice of Appalachia 

BY VERNON HALTOM 

Julia Belle Thompson Bonds, executive director of 
Coal River Mountain Watch, passed from this life Janu- 
ary 3, 2011. She Wfis born August 27, 1952, in Birch 
Hollow of Packsville, West Virginia, one of many com- 
munities to be eliminated by Massey Energy’s malignant 
coal operations in Appalachia. 

Known as Judy to her friends, she joined Coal River 
Mountain Watch to fight the mountaintop removal 
and sludge dams threatening her family and commu- 
nity. In 2003, she won the Goldman Environmental 
Prize. With Earth First! Appalachian allies, Coal River 
Mountain Watch, and others, she created the Moun- 
tain Justice movement. In 2005, Judy was one of the 
first two people in decades to be arrested protesting 
Appalachian strip mining operations. In 2009, she 
was arrested again protesting Massey Energy's moun- 
taintop removal and coal processing operations be- 
side Marsh Fork Elementary School, at a rally where 
she was violently attacked by a Massey supporter. 
Judy has appeared in several documentaries, such as 
Black Diamonds, Mountain Top Removal, Burning the 
Future, Coal Country, and On Coal River; books such as 
Coal River, Plundering Appalachia, Crimes against Na- 



Judy at a Public Energy Authority meeting, 2007. 





Fallen Warriors 


and Walkin' Jim Stoltz 


Many friends and family have passed on in our 
movement, but their spirit continues to live through 
our commitment to carry their struggles forward. 

-r-EF! Journal Collective 


ture, Mountain Justice and Something's Rising; and nu- 
merous magazines including People, Newsweek, Vanity 
Fair, Utne Reader, and O. In 2009, Utne Reader named 
her one of "50 Visionaries Who Are Changing Your 
World," along with such influential people as the Da- 
lai Lama. The story of her passing was covered across 
the country, from the Washington Post to the Los An- 
geles Times , 

During Judy's funeral, activist Reverend Jim Lewis 
quoted Frederick Douglas: "If there is no struggle there 
is no progress. Those who profess to favor freedom, 
and yet depreciate agitation, are men who want crops 
without plowing up the ground. They want rain with- 
out thunder and lightning. They want the ocean with- 
out the awful roar of its many waters... Power concedes 
nothing without demand." Judy had a short version of 
this quote displayed in her home, and she constantly 
made that demand. She never compromised in defense 
of Mother Earth. 

Videos, photos, and written accounts of Judy’s inspira- 
tional life can be viewed at www.judybondsmemorial.com 

Or WWW.CRMW.NET. 


Vernon Haltom is a friend of Judy Bonds and the current ex- 
ecutive director of Coal River Mountain Watch. 



" Prove you're a friend of coal: drink sludge." 


Walkin' Jim Stoltz, Warrior Musician 

by Paul Richards 

Legendary American Folksinger and Backcountry Trav- 
eler James "Walkin' Jim" Stoltz passed September 3, 2010, 
in Helena, Montana. 

Stoltz, a veteran performer for 35 years, earned his 
nickname "Walkin' Jim," by hiking more than 27,000 
miles through wild country in North America. Packing a 
guitar and penning extraordinary lyrics along the trails, 
Walkin' Jim's songs voiced enormous respect and appre- 
ciation for the Earth, its wild places, and the wild critters 
that he carefully studied and truly adored. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz was a co-author and dedicated pro- 
ponent of the Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protection 
Act (NREPA) the "wildest bill ‘on Capitol Hill," which, 
when enacted, will designate 24 million acres of our 
roadless public wildlands legacy in Montana, Idaho, 
northwestern Wyoming, eastern Washington, and east- 
ern Oregon as Wilderness. 

Stoltz had a successful kidney transplant, donated by John 
Giacalone, on March 16, 2004. In the fall of 2007, Walkin' 
Jim learned that he had cancer in his tonsil chords and 
lymph nodes of his neck. Jim underwent surgery, followed 
by chemotherapy and radiation treatments. The winter of 
2007-2008 was a tough one, as expenses piled up and medi- 
cal bills consumed most of Jim's financial resources. 

In the summer of 2008, Walkin' Jim underwent his own 
prescribed "Wilderness Therapy" and walked 460 miles 
through the mountains of Idaho and Montana. In 2009, 
Jim walked an incredible 500-mile loop through the remote 
mountain ranges of eastern Nevada. In 2009 and early 2010, 
Walkin'' Jim toured unwaveringly with his "Forever Wild" 
show (named after the song he wrote, which Peg Millett 
made famous around Earth First! campfires), combining live 
music, story-telling, and poetry with stunning slideshow to 
create a stirring celebration of the natural world. 



Walkin ' fim playin 1 the git box 





The God's Valley Spruce had a trunk diameter of 7.3 meters, photo taken in 1903 

By Rex ; 

ose two weeks at the end of September in 2001 were 
some of the finest North West, end-of-Summer days you 
could imagine. From the very top of the tree, a 1 50 foot 
tall giant western hemlock, I could just see the ocean — a 
thin strip of blue stretched along the horizon through 
the tops of the trees. This was a place called God's Valley 
on the northern Oregon coast, and we were fighting to 
protect this forest from the saw at a timber sale called 
the Acey Line Thin. The hemlock in which I had taken 
up residence we named Wisdom, and for half a month 
I had enjoyed the peaceful solitude of the dense, mossy 
forest from my perch so high above the forest floor. All 
that changed abruptly one morning before dawn when 
I was awoken by the loud blare of a bullhorn declaring 
that I had two hours to vacate the tree before the loggers 
' would begin cutting. I told the police and other logging 
officials that I wasn't going anywhere and proceeded to 
call our friends and supporters to report that the loggers 
were here and were going to begin felling in a matter of 
hours regardless of what this could mean to our safety. 

For the next couple of hours, the police repeatedly 
ordered me to come down. When they realized I wasn't 
coming down, they sent in the loggers. The saws roared 
to ]jfe and what seemed like very suddenly to me, the 
trees began falling down in great thunderous crashes. On 
the second morning, soon after the saws started, they 
were silenced and I heard from the tree tops nearby a 
voice yelling "Stop cutting!! I am up in this tree with no 
safety harness and I'm not coming down until the cut- 
ting stops!!" I recognized the voice as Tre's. I was totally 
surprised to hear his voice as I had assumed that nobody 
would be able to make it into the area being logged, and 
he had snuck in and free climbed a tree with no harness! 

It soon became apparent that the loggers and the Or- 
egon Department of Forestry had no regard for the safety 
of us in the trees as they resumed logging almost immedi- 
ately after discovering Tre's presence. They literally cut ev- 
ery tree surrounding my platform, some of which falling 
within fifteen feet of me. They eventually sent a climber 
up the tree Tre was in and cut all the branches out from 


ACTION 

How to Hit the 
Ground... 

under him as they threatened to cut the very branch he 
was clinging to. What this accomplished for them other 
then stranding him or how it was he was supposed to 
ever come down is still a mystery to me. Eventually, the 
climber came down, leaving Tre eighty feet above the 
ground with no branches below him. At night, the police 
had a giant flood light pointed up at me and they blared 
loud music all night long. I had it easy compared to Tre 
because I had a platform to lie on, a blanket to pull over 
my eyes and I even had a pair of earplugs to dull the loud 
music. As a result, I was able to sleep. Not so for Tre, who 
didn't even have a harness. For two whole days and two 
nights we experienced the constant harassment of the 
police and loggers as they continued to cut the area. 

Late into the second night, I awoke to find that the- 
forest around me was dark and quiet. For a moment, I 
thought that the police had left, but these hopes were 
dashed when I peered over the edge of the platform to see 
the parking lights of their vehicles on the road and I could 
see flashlights in the woods. The silence was broken when 
I suddenly heard the cops yelling up at Tre "Hey! Are you 
falling asleep up there? If we can't sleep, you can't sleep!" 

I was so angry at that moment and I remember thinking 
how much I just wanted them to leave him alone. Just 
as I was thinking that, I heard the loud snap of a branch 
breaking and a lotid thud on the ground. I knew that he 
had fallen, the entire 80 feet with not a single branch to 
slow is descent. Before I could say anything the cops on 
the ground were scrambling yelling, "Oh shit!! He fell!! 
Call the ambulance! — is he dead?" Things were chaos 
with the cops running around on the ground and me try- 
ing to get information from them about Tre. Then, the 
ambulance came and he was gone. I didn't know what 
condition he was in or if he was even alive. 

The mood of the police changed after that, and they 
became somber, almost remorseful. "Hey tree!" one cop 
called to me, "Let's just end this now, your friend just 
fell — we don't want anyone else to get hurt. Why not 
just come down now?" They informed me that Tre was 
alive and that he was "banged up badly", but that he was 
going to make it. I told the cops that I didn't feel com- 
fortable repelling in the dark, but that in the morning I 
would most certainly come down. This reassured them 
and bought me some time since they then paid a bit less 
attention to me. I had decided that 1 was going to escape! 
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... Running 


I had to act quick, the dawn was fast approaching. • v j 
They had already cut’ the trees in the unit, and ] 
they were just waiting to catch me at that point. 

The flood light was on and shining up at me, 
which made being sneaky challenging, but I re- ^ 3 
alized that the entire back side of the tree was f \ '!& 
completely dark. I quietly coiled the en- t jl 

tire length of line that I had, and with 
my heart in my throat, began the de- 
cent down the shadowed side of the 
tree. I was able to sneak by until I reached the 
last branch, about twenty feet from the ground, one of 
the cops happened to glance in my direction and yelled, 
"Climber coming down!" Two cops started running for 
me, and at the same moment, with a rush of adrenalin 
and panic, I jumped off the branch, hit the ground, and 
was somehow able to disconnect myself from the line, all 
in a matter of seconds. They were literally ten feet from 
me saying "Don't run!" and I turned and did exactly 
that — as fast as I could. 

I ran for a long time before I finally collapsed on the 
forest floor. I had no idea where I was, but I figured if I 
just walked long enough in any direction I'd eventually 
find a road. Somehow, completely unplanned by me, I 
ended up at a friend of the campaign's house. Exhausted 
and weary, I trudged into the driveway just as our friend, 
Brett, came out of the house. He saw me, cast a para- 
noid look over his shoulder, and hurried me to the bam. 
"They've been looking for you all day and they have our 
house staked out. We've been listening to them talk on 
the scanner all day, they expect you to show up here," 
he said. He went to the house and brought out a shaver 
and some clean clothes. I quickly shaved my long beard, 
cut my hair, changed my clothes, and got in a car headed 
back to Portland. About a mile down the highway from 
the house, there was a police checkpoint. I was in the 
front seat and the cop pulling us over looked directly at 
me. "We’re looking for someone," he said. My heart was 
beating so loud I was sure the cop would be able to hear 
it. The moment lasted a lifetime but eventually his gaze 
shifted past me, into the backseat, then he nodded and 
waved us through. I was back in Portland that afternoon 
and went to the hospital to check on Tre. He suffered 
many broken bones, a concussion, and a punctured lung, 
but he was going to be all right. 



In 1997, Delyla Wilson gained fame after she dumped 
a five-gallon bucket of rotting bison innards on a panel of 
senior government officials responsible for the slaugher, 
including Marc Racicot, the Governor of Montana and 
Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman. News of Wilson's 
action was broadcast across the country and helped 
bring the killing of more than 1,000 buffalo to the at- 
tention of millions of Americans. 

The post-Rondy action in Maine 2004 was composed 
of several self-organized affinity groups and a couple 
dozen active supporters. Participants first erected a 
tripod in Governor Baldacci's driveway, this was fol- 
lowed by an anonymous 
crew of righteous vandals 
known as the Lobster Lib- 
eration Front, who pro- 
ceeded to dump a couple 
hundred pounds of rot- 
ting lobster guts (donated 
from coastal communities 
impacted by the proposed 
LNG facility). Before long 
a dirty horde — ripe from a 
week of rustic camping — f 
swelled in over the fences 
and up the driveway and 
commenced an EF! family 
reunion picnic... 

The lobster story is excerpted from EF!J, Maboti 2004; the full 
"Blood and Guts in Montana" story can be found in Beltane 
1997. Contact the EF'.J Collective to purchase back issues.. 
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Karen Pickett has been around EF! since the '80s, and has con- 
tributed her tireless efforts to pivotal projects, including decades 
of resistance for the Redwoods. We caught up with her to ask her 
about some of her favorite actions of all time. Here are a few, in 
no particular order: 




(Above) Another early action long before all the big World Bank protests: In 1987, we blockaded the doors of the 
World Bank meeting in Washington DC. But the action that got the press coverage was the day before when a couple 
of us spontaneously hung a banner on the Lincoln Memorial. The tourists loved it. 



The 1994 post-Katuah RRR action at TVA's Watts Bar 
Nuke plant was one of my favorites because it was so frig- 
ging raucous. We had people locked into concrete-filled 
barrels, a tripod, and people swarming all over the mas- 
sive property, with traffic coming into the plant at dawn 
backed up for miles. We were about 150 strong, with 56 
people arrested and the jail and court drama and antics 
went on for days in the tiny Tennessee town where John 
Scopes's "Monkey Trials" challenging the teaching of 
evolution in the schools took place in 1925. The aspect 
in itself spawned a new Cherney-written song, "Monkey 
Town". Earth Firstlers meeting over breakfast in a local 
cafe were threatened with charges of inciting a riot, I was 
arrested and managed un-arrest twice, and one of the 
angry jailers yelled at the jailed arrestees at one point: 
"Know what EF stands for? Ignorant fuckers!" The whole 
circus yielding bucketloads of media coverage. 


Our Cars Last! action makes my list of favorites just 
because no one else was going to say it— -except EF!. I 
In 1989, after the Loma Prieta earthquake, the Bayj 
Bridge was closed for months while repairs to the 
very broken bridge were done. When it re-opened, * 
they first let people walk and bike across the bridge. | 
We sent out a press release and staged a march calling 
for the bridge to be closed permanently to vehicular ’ 
traffic and remain a bike and pedestrian thorough-! 
fare, marching under the banner of our new organi- , 
zation, Cars Last! We also had a canoe in the water' 
with a banner. ( 



From • Leave Us Alone 


a Letter from a West 
Papuan Tribesman 





A palm oil plantation owned by the cargill corporation replaces what was once a dense and biodiverse forest in Papua New Guinea. 

A griculture and industrial revolution are all about destruction and power control. Do 
not forget that people in the Western world are actually suffering a lot. As a simple 
example, there is no land where people can build their huts. There is no place where people 
can go, gather and enjoy their life. There is no place where people can grow their own 
. food. There is no place where people can pick what they can eat, such as cassava leaves 
and "ndimbar" leaves in the jungle as we can in West Papua. There is nobody that can 
find something to eat in the modern community; they must buy it. Everything is well 
controlled. Control is in the hands of those with money. The rich people control money. 

The rich people are those who do not care about the people and our environment. 

A bove all, we all need to agree that corporations are the kings of the world powers. 
Corporations govern the world in absolute authority. The religious organizations, 
the governments, and the Non-Governmental Organizations are all dependent on the 
corporations. There is no way to escape from the corporations in the modern world. The 
only way is by refusing modern life. 

All aspects of life on this Earth are concentrated and centralized into money. Money is 
the evil, and the god of modern community. 

I am not surprised if people in the West refuse the World Trade Organization and 
Genetically Modified crops. 

At the end of the day, multinational corporations will control everything, even the genes 
of human beings. They will be able to manipulate the genes of human beings as they want. 
Most probably what they want are humans who are hard working and very loyal to the 
bosses. Most probably they will not have a critical way of thinking. I have seen that this 
already exists in Britain. People do not care about what is going on in the surrounding 
villages. They do not care about what is the meaning of life. So much time and energy is 
spent for their own personal problems. Capitalists deliberately create and allow as many 
personal problems as possible. These make the people concentrate more on their personal 
problems rather than dealing with global problems. This worries me a lot. 

This raises the question: when can we globalize our struggle against capitalism and 
environmental destruction?" ' i 

For more information on this letter visit Solidarity South Pacific at eco-action.org/ssp 
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The EF! Journal editorial collective chose to reprint this piece 
by eco-feminist pagan activist Starhawk in our 30th anniver- 
sary to serve both as a reflection on the anti-globalization mo- 
bilizations that Earth First! has been an instrumental part of 
and a reminder of the ongoing discourse surrounding diverse, 
and often controversial, tactics. This debate is an ever-present 
part of our actions, both in the streets and in the backwoods. 
In light of a recent suggestion by longtime scholar of the EF! 
movement, Rik Scarce, to abandon the monkeywretich in favor 
of mass mobilization, we felt Starhawk illustrated eloquently 
that this is not an either/or situation. For further readings on 
the subject, check out the collection recently posted in the 'ar- 
ticles' sections of the EF! newsire. 

I had a hard time coming back from Quebec City. 1 
know because, almost two months later, I still have 
the map in my backpack. In part it was exhaustion, 
tear gas residue, and the sense of having been through 
a battle in a war most of my neighbors are totally un- 
aware of. But deeper than that is my sense that something 
was unleashed in that battle that can't be put back, that 
underlying the chaos, the confusion, the real differences 
among us and the danger we were in, was something so 
tender, exuberant and wild that I don't want to let it go, 
something that smells and tastes and feels like the world 
I'm fighting for. 

How we achieved this sense of sweet unity on the street 
is a mystery to me. In the lead-up to the action it often 
seemed that every single group involved was either ac- 
tively disagreeing with some other group or ignoring 
their existence. The conflicts were mostly around issues 


of tactics, in particular the question of nonviolence. 
Quebec City was the first time since Seattle that a ma- 
jor anti-globalization direct action in North America 
was organized by groups that were committed to a 
“diversity of tactics" rather than to an explicit set of 
nonviolence guidelines. 

I admit that I came into the preparations for the ac- 
tion uneasy about the concept of "diversity of tactics." 
I'm fifty years old: I've been an anarchist and an activ- 
ist since I was in high school back in the streetfighting 
days of the sixties. I've also been an advocate for non- 
violence for many, many years, in part because of what 
I experienced in the sixties and seventies, when mostly 
male dominated militant groups moved to clandes- 
tine actions, sectarianism and armed struggle that left 
their base of support far behind. I experienced the non- 
violent direct action groups of the eighties, with their 
commitment to feminist process and nonhierarchical 
structure, as far more empowering, effective, and lib- 
erating. My fear about "diversity of tactics" was that 
it would open a space for people to do things that I 
thought were stupid and wrong. That, in fact, proved 
to be partly true — at least, people did do things I would 
never have agreed to. But what surprised me is that it 
didn't seem to matter in the way I thought it would. 

I thought people would only come to a mass action if 
it had clear nonviolence guidelines, but people came to 
Quebec City anyway. I thought high levels of confron- 
tation would lose us popular support, but we had the 
strongest support ever from the local people, many of 
whom joined us or opefted their homes to give us wa- 
ter, food, and access to toilets. I thought people new to 
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direct action would be terrified by the level of conflict 
we experienced. But our cluster included many people 
who had never been to an action before. The first day, 
yes, some were terrified. By the second day, more were 
ready to go to the wall. By the third day, they were de- 
manding better gas masks for the next one. 

There is an ethic and a strategy about nonviolence 
that's clear and easy to understand: that violence be- 
gets violence, that if we resort to violence we become 
what we're fighting against, that a nonviolent move- 
ment will win us more popular support, gain us legiti- 
macy, heighten the contrasts between our movement 
and what we oppose, and perhaps even win over our 
opponents. That's a powerful and persuasive set of 
values, that I've held to for many years. But they're 
not the only values I sympathize with. Some advo- 
cates of nonviolence assume the high moral ground 
in any argument, and to see those who disagree with 
them as unethical. In Quebec City, "diversity of tac- 
tics” meant respecting that those who employ other 
tactics do so not out of a lack of principles, but out of 
their own politics and values. 

High-confrontational struggle has its own princi- 
ples: that a high level of confrontation is appropri- 
ate in the situations we now face; that people have 
the right and responsibility to defend themselves 
against police violence; that many people are already 
angry and mostly not saintly and a political move- 
ment needs room to express that rage; that active 
self-defense can be empowering and may also win 
people to our cause; that to bring down an economic 
and political system that worships property, property 
must be attacked. 

And there is also an ethic behind "diversity of tac- 
tics" that the phrase itself does not convey — that 
people should be free to make their own choices, 
that a nonauthoritarian movement doesn't tell peo- 
ple what to do, and that we should stand in solidarity 


even with people whose choices we disagree with. 

I can't do justice to any of the positions in a few sen- 
tences, and they by no means represent all of the debates 
in the movement, especially when it moves beyond 
North America with our particular political cultures and 
histories. But I think it’s worth the trouble to try and ar- 
ticulate what they are. The debates have continued since 
Quebec. Some people are now hailing "diversity of tac- 
tics" as the new watchword while others call us to get 
back to Gandhian nonviolence. 

My sense is that many people coming to Quebec want- 
ed something that was not fully described either by "non- 
violence" as it has come to be practiced, nor by "diversity 
of tactics". I'm talking about people who know there is 
no set-in-stone definition of what constitutes violence, or 
right and wrong, who want an action that's real, not just 
symbolic, but don't equate that with throwing rocks at 
fully armed riot cops. Who understand that an effective 
action means we're going to face a higher level of con- 
frontation and repression, but who would rather deesca- 
late police violence than heighten it, given a choice. Who 
wanted to see the fence go down and cheered when tear 
gas canisters were thrown back toward the police lines, 
but who also know that we're in danger whenever we de- 
humanize another group of people, even cops. Who don't 
necessarily want to sing "We are a gentle angry people" 
and hand out flowers to the dear policemen, but who do 
want to remember that under the Darth Vader outfits the 
cops are human beings who are capable of changing and 
whose class interests are actually with us rather than with 
our opposition. And who believe that however the cops 
might be behaving in the moment, setting them or any 
human being on fire is wrong. People who are willing 
to risk arrest or injury when necessary, but who would 
rather succeed in an action and get away with it than go 
to jail or be martyred. Who don't see suffering as transfor- 
mative, but are willing to suffer if that's what it takes to 
change this system. Who will act in solidarity with others 


they may not agree with rather than leave them to suffer prefigure and embody the world we want to create. It 

alone. Who want to take actions that are powerful, vi- uses symbols skillfully but is more than symbolic: it gets 

sionary, creative, and empowering. And there were many in the way of the operations of oppression and poses 

moments, interludes, clusters of such actions in Quebec confrontational alternatives. Empowered direct action 

City, from the breaching of the wall to our River Cluster means embracing our radical imagination and claim- 

spiral dancing in the midst of the tear gas. ing the space we need to enact our visions: it's magic 

I'm not suggesting some middle ground between the defined as "the art of changing consciousness at will." 

Gandhians and the Black Bloc. I'm saying that we're mov- It challenges the structure of power itself and resists all 

ing onto unmapped territory, creating a politics that has forms of domination and all systems of control. It un- 

not yet been defined. And to do so, it might be time to dermines the legitimacy of the institutions of control 

leave Martin and Malcolm arguing around the dinner ta- by embodying freedom, direct democracy, solidarity, 

ble with each other and Emma, Karl, Leon and all the rest, and respect for diversity in our organizations and our 

and step out into the clean night air. The debate around actions. And it starts with clarity of intention before we 

"violence" and "nonviolence" may itself be constrict- get around to diversity of tactics. That is, before we de- 

ing our thinking. The term "nonviolence" itself doesn't dde what tactics to adopt, we need to know what we're 

work well from a magical point of view. Every beginning trying to do. 

Witch learns that you can't cast a spell for what you don't What we're trying to do: 

want — that the deep aspects of our minds are unclear on Make people believe that a better world is possible, 

the concept of "no." If you tell your dog, "Rover, I can't that they can do something to bring it about, and that 

take you for a walk," Rover hears "Walk!" and runs for the we're the fun sort of folks they want to do it with. Build 

door. If we say "nonvio- the movement, 

lence" we are still think- We’d Start not with debates about tactics but with Undermine the legiti- 
ing in terms of violence. macy of the institutions 

I'm old enough to clarifying our intention. What would victory of global corporate capi- 

have seen a lot of revo- talism. Expose their hy- 

lutions fail or go wrong, look like? Is it the political gains we make, the pocrisies and lies. Make 

In fact, for someone of visible the violence inher- 

my generation to even delegltimizing of the institutions? ent in their structures and 

dare the word "revolu- policies. Interfere with 

tion" is like someone who has been really badly hurt ill their ability to function. Link the global issues to lo- 
an affair daring to risk love again. I'm willing to take that cal issues and strengthen and support local organizing, 

risk — the risks of being let down, disillusioned, betrayed, Pose alternatives that are creative, attractive and sane, 

and maligned as well as the ongoing risks of being jailed, Heighten the contrast between our vision and theirs, 

gassed, beaten, thrown around and generally stomped on Claim space outside the logo-ized, corporatized, me- 
the street — but not merely to change who holds power in dia-colonized realm — whether that's Reclaim the Streets 

this system. I want a revolution that changes the very na- taking back public space, Witches creating ritual space 

ture of how power is structured and perceived, that dial- in the midst of a battle, the Zapatistas establishing en- 

lenges all systems of domination and control, that nur- claves in Chiapas, forest defenders staking a claim to 

tures the empowerment of individuals and the collective an old growth forest, Ya Basta! pushing through police 

power we can wield when we act together in solidarity. As lines without attacking, the MST in Brazil resettling 

an anonymous writer on the Crimethink website put it, families on unused land, protestors pushing down the 

"The revolution isn't some far-off single moment... it's wall in Quebec City, adbusters, billboard alterations, 

a process going on all the time, everywhere, wherever banner drops, or the thousands of other creative ways 

there is a struggle between hierarchical power and hu- we find to do it. 

man freedom." Encourage defections from the ranks, both from 

I don't yet have a catchy name for this approach to po- within the corporate institutions and the ranks of those 

litical struggle. For lack of anything better, I've been call- who are drafted to do their dirty work, like the police 

ing it "empowered direct action." And it's already evolv- and the military who are acting against their own class 

ing in our movement. interests when they repress us. 

The goal of an empowered direct action is to make peo- Create the alternative society. live the revolution, 
pie believe that a better world is possible, that they can Build the support networks we need as a movement, and 

do something to bring it about, and that we are worthy in local communities, both to wage this struggle and to 

companions in that struggle. And then to bring to life begin exploring just and sustainable ways to feed, house, 

that world in the struggle itself, to be the revolution, to cloth, shelter, care for and employ ourselves, 

embody and prefigure what we want to create. Empow- What empowered direct action might look like: 
ered direct action doesn't simply reject or restrict certain We'd start not with debates about tactics but with 
tactics: it actively and creatively searches for actions that clarifying our intention. What would victory look like? 
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Is it the political gains we make, the delegitimizing of the 
institutions? Or*is it actually shutting the meeting down, 
or disrupting it? How important is a tactical victory to the 
political victory? Is there a possibility of inspiring dissen- 
sion in the ranks of our opposition? (Dissent within the 
military was a huge factor in ending the Vietnam War, for 
example). Are there ways we can embody an alternative 
in the moment of protest itself? How do we make the ac- 
tion have real, not just symbolic, impact? 

In those initial discussions, we'd look for dialogue 
among as wide a spectrum of groups as possible, with no 
single organization or group preempting the turf. We'd 
actively seek a diversity of race, class, and gender as well 
as diversity of political philosophies. We'd understand 
that no one group or tactic gets to own or define the 
movement, and that there are times when we want to 
organize together, and need to 
compromise and negotiate, and 
other times we might want to 
organize in parallel but separate 
structures. 

We'd encourage the formation 
of clusters or blocs as well as af- 
finity groups. (I prefer "cluster" 
as "bloc" sounds more fixed and 
static). Clusters — groups of affin- 
ity groups — might develop their 
own unique goals and tactics 
within the framework of the ac- 
tion, focusing on a specific issue, 
target, or style of action. For ex- 
ample, in Quebec City the Me- 
dieval Bloc brought the catapult. 

Our cluster became a Living River 
to focus attention on water issues, practice fluid and mo- 
bile street tactics, and bring the Cochabamba Declaration 
to the action. 

We'd encourage the development of a spectrum of tar- 
gets, tactics and strategies that encompass many levels of 
risk. Mobile street tactics as well as blockades. Art, music, 
dance, puppets, ritual, street theater, processions, parades, 
all the things we already do as well as things we haven't 
thought of yet. Diversions and surprises. Humor. Doing 
the unexpected. Never being boring, tedious or stereo- 
typed. We'd do our best to orchestrate our different ap- 
proaches, to negotiate time, space and targets, to make 
them most effective. 

We'd also understand that the more confrontational 
the tactics, the more clear the message needs to be, and 
the more we need to be sure we have a base of support for 
the tactics we employ. 

We'd accept that we can.'t necessarily make our ac- 
tions safe. We don't control the police, and their response 
has escalated even for clearly nonviolent actions when 
they are more than symbolic. But people can face dan- 
ger if they have preparation and support, and choices we 
make in an action can increase or decrease the risks in the 


moment. We'd provide trainings and preparations that 
teach a spectrum of responses to crisis situations, prepare 
groups and clusters to act together, spread effective street 
tactics, prepare people for jail and for solidarity actions, 
and teach de-escalation as a tool and an option, not a 
moral imperative. We'd encourage the formation of af- 
finity groups, and also develop many other forms of sup- 
port. 

We'd set up ongoing networks of support for those who 
end up in jail, fighting legal battles for those who get hurt, 
physically or emotionally, in actions. 

Instead of decreeing a set of guidelines telling people 
what not to do, clusters and groups would state their in- 
tentions for what they do want. For example: 

"We will carry out this action in a manner that prefig- 
ures the world we want to create, and act in the service of 
what we love." • < 

"We will use means consistent with 
our ends." 

"We will act with respect for this 
community, for its homes and enter- 
prises, and in a way that encourages all 
to join us." 

"We hold Open the possibility that 
those who are currently our oppo- 
nents may change their allegiance and 
join us." 

"We will protect and care for each 
other in this action, and act in solidar- 
ity even with those whose choices dif- 
fer from ours." 

Or, as Scott Weinstein, one of the 
medics in Quebec, suggests: "We will 
creatively target the agents of repres- 
sion and capitalism and ensure our tactics do not en- 
danger our sister and brother activists. We will attempt 
to defend our spaces such as the convergence center and 
the neighborhood from any police take-over or trashing. 
We are warriors for global justice and our greatest weapon 
is our solidarity for each other and the planet. Therefore 
this action is not over until each of us is safely out of jail, 
(and the planet is liberated)." 

In many ways, Quebec City embodied these ideas. But 
what didn't quite happen in Quebec City is what many 
of us dreamed of — masses of people swarming the fence, 
taking it down in so many places at once that it couldn't 
be effectively defended, flooding the area around the 
Congress Center and utterly stopping the meeting. What 
is so tantalizing about the action, in retrospect, is the 
sense that it could have happened — that with only a little 
more coordination, a little more trust, a little less fear on 
everyone's part, we could have done it. 

And we will. 

In solidarity and long term commitment to a world of liberty 
and justice for all, Starhawk. 
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By Melanie Jae Martin , 

When I first spoke with Hardi Baktiantoro, director 
of the Center for Orangutan Protection (COP) he'd 
just rescued a baby orangutan whose mother had 
been killed with a machete near the city of Samarin- 
da, Indonesian Borneo. The baby had a machete 
wound in the back and was missing three fingers. 
Tragically, Hardi encounters this situation regularly 
in his daily work. Though the baby orangutans may 
survive, they can't learn to live in the wild without 
their mothers, and the rehabilitation centers over- 
flow with orangutans already. As the palm oil plan- 
tations claim their native forest, orangutan popula- 
tions dwindle and these unfortunate individuals face 
life behind bars for crimes they didn't commit. But 
COP and other local NGOs believe that with the help 
of local people — along with wide-scale surveillance 
and awareness campaigns — they can still protect 
orangutans and their rich rainforest habitat. 

COP patrols their habitat to find and stop forest 
crimes like illegal logging and encroaching on pro- 
tected areas with palm oil plantations. Kalimantan 
(Indonesian Borneo) has some of the most diverse 
habitat in the world, and its lush rainforests are a 
vital source of oxygen for our planet. But lax regula- 
tions, and rampant corruption on the provincial and 
local level, allow companies and individuals to profit 
from degradation of the habitat of orangutans and 
countless other species. This corruption has been 
widely recognized by the international community 
in high-profile discussions on the Reducing Emis- 
sions from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD) 
carbon-trading program, which aims to protect im- 
portant ecosystems in developing countries with 
support from the global community. Even the head 
of the State Ministry for the Environment has strong- 
ly criticized the Ministry of Forestry's management 
of the environment, as a 2009 Jakarta Globe article by 
Fidelis E Satriastanti shows. 

As a result, orangutans have become endangered 
in Kalimantan and critically endangered in Sumatra, 


the only two places in the world where they live. And 
orangutans are a keystone species, meaning that when 
their numbers drop, the whole ecosystem is in trouble. 
Countless species share their habitat, and orangutans 
plant many of the fruiting trees they depend on. 

In 2011, a moratorium on logging will allegedly 
halt new concessions on peatland (a crucial carbon 
sink) and natural forests for two years. But many con- 
servationists are concerned that even then the forests 
won't be safe, with the moratorium meaning little in 
light of rampant corruption and vast forest and peat- 
land concessions waiting to be used. "Unfortunately 
the government puts economic development before 
the environment," says Hardi. The government has 
also been said to undermine its own professed con- 
servation efforts. As a recent Tempo article says, COP's 
investigations have revealed the presence of natural 
forests that were unrecognized on government maps. 

As their forests dwindle, orangutans sometimes en- 
ter plantations to look for food, leading to encounters 
with humans. People sometimes kill them out of fear, 
or kill a mother to sell the baby. Sometimes plantation 
owners place a bounty on the orangutans, prompt- 
ing low-paid workers to kill them. But palm oil is the 
real threat to orangutan populations, and the reason 
poachers have access to them. 

While working with Lone Droscher-Neilson at her 
Orangutan Island rehabilitation center, featured in 
the popular series Orangutan Island, Hardi realized 
he wanted to address the root cause of the problem. 
And so he formed his own NGO, investigating illegal 
and government-sanctioned destruction of the rain- 
forest and saving orangutans like the wounded baby 
he found. With an SUV christened the Ape Crusader, 
he and his dedicated staff travel throughout rural Ka- 
limantan documenting forest degradation and mak- 
ing sure the government knows about it. They have 
tried meeting with government officials, Hardi says, 
but made little progress that way within the culture 
of corruption. "Very rare as we know that it is useless 
in many ways,” he says of these visits. "We need the 
harder ways to make them aware." 
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When the government doesn't listen, they hold pro- 
tests. They've been known to dress as orangutans and 
roam through prominent parts of Jakarta to get their 
message out — or even, in February 2010, as "avatars." 

COP has gained a reputation as a rebel even amongst 
other NGOs. Hardi doesn't hold back when he has 
something to say. He has claimed that some NGOs, 
especially the larger ones, compromise too easily with 
destructive companies. Because Hardi has also spoken 
out strongly against palm oil companies, he received 
threats several years ago and had to hide his 
family, he says. Someone also hacked into 
the COP website once in retribution, he adds. 

But Hardi continues to speak out against the 
injustice he sees every day. 

One might picture Hardi as a gruff, abra- 
sive character, but he has a personable, mild- 
mannered style and a ready laugh — at least, 
until he starts expounding on environmen- 
tal issues. "I do not want to look over any other group. 
I just do what I should do," he says modestly, when 
asked if his NGO is the most radical in Borneo. 

As a recent Mongabay article discusses, Hardi be- 
lieves in empowering local people to protect their for- 
ests. He estimates that COP has saved about 45,000 
hectares of forest in this way. Local communities' 
rights have been overlooked in many cases, with com- 
panies claiming the villagers don't own the land be- 
cause they have no proof of ownership, as the 2008 
report "Losing Ground: The Human Rights Impacts 
of Oil Palm Expansion in Indonesia," by Friends of 
the Earth et al, documents. Meanwhile, in numerous 
cases companies have made big promises of financial 
assistance, but left villagers with nothing but hectares 
of degraded land. Too often the government takes the 
side of big companies that violate the rights of locals 
while polluting their water with harsh chemicals. 

Corporations have tended to intimidate many 
of the people of Kalimantan. Even when villagers 
know a company will destroy their way of life — 
and livelihood — they may not assert their rights, 
says Mohammad Ali Daut, COP's orangutan habitat 
campaigner. The villagers know the local officials 
often side with the corporations, refusing to recog- 
nize local people's land rights. But COP reaches out 
to show them they do have rights, and to focus pub- 
lic attention on the issue. 

Problems have sometimes arisen when companies 
claimed no one owned the land, though indigenous 
people had been living there for generations. Another 
problem arises when people split into two factions: 
those in favor of the company's presence in their vil- 
lage, and those against it, says Daut. Palm oil compa- 
nies have sometimes made deals with the pro-compa- 
ny faction even if it held no legal power to sign away 
its land. They've also become notorious for making 
false promises, often giving villages nothing. 


Villagers have always listened to what COP has to 
say, though, Daut continues. COP's policy of working 
with all-Indonesian staff and volunteers shows locals 
that the grassroots organization understands where 
they're coming from. The staff have a strong under- 
standing of local culture, economy, and political cli- 
mate. Of course, speaking the same language fluently 
also helps. 

Further, COP doesn't come in spewing doomsday 
predictions. It empowers people by reinforcing the 


beauty of their current sustainable way of living, and 
engaging them in fun educational activities. The" staff 
members particularly focus on the children because, 
says Daut, "if you can make children happy you will 
win their parents' hearts, and so the whole people in 
the village will support you.” 

To reach the children — and the adults — COP's staff 
hold school visits and film screenings to teach them 
about rainforest life (and how it can so quickly be 
destroyed). They might even create a new film about 
the lives of the children in that village, reinforcing 
the idea that each person plays a crucial role in main- 
taining a, sustainable way of life, says Daut. They also 
hold English classes for the children, showing the 
people that they care about them as well as the forest. 
And the children want to learn. "When I announce 
the program one day in advance, children from the 
neighboring villages will come," Daut says in the Tem- 
po article. COP teaches children English and educates 
them about environmental issues so they can make 
more empowered, sustainable decisions about their 
land and community in the future. It's not a matter of 
fighting for people or the forest — their needs are one 
and the same. 

When everyone joins together and refuses to give up 
their land, Daut says, no one can take it from them. 
Solidarity can be hard to reach, but once they have it, 
they're a formidable opponent against any company. 

Hardi and his organization aren't against palm oil 
itself — but they believe efforts to make it more sus- 
tainable have largely been a greenwashing scheme. 
Hardi sees the Roundtable for Sustainable Palm Oil 
(RSPO) as a charade that lets companies and buyers 
appear to be using more sustainable practices. Com- 
panies can join the RSPO without becoming certified 
by the organization's standards. "Many NGOs gave up 
and collaborate with them. It is like green washing," 
he says. 


COP doesn't come in spewing doomsday 
predictions. It empowers people by reinforcing the 
beauty of their current sustainable way of living, 
and engaging them in fun educational activities. 
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COP may be one of the most outspoken NGOS in 
Kalimantan, but Hardi and his team certainly aren't 
working alone. Groups like Gunung Palung Orang- 
utan Conservation Program (GPOCP) work toward 
the same cause, even if they sometimes use differ- 
ent methods. GPOCP works in the area of Gunung 
Palung National Park in southwest Kalimantan, an 
area of phenomenal biodiversity in terms of eco- 
systems as well as species. The mostly-Indonesian 
group assists villagers with development of sustain- 
able livelihoods, so they can make a living without 
selling the health of their environment, and with- 
out depending heavily on rich outside nations. 
Many communities are working toward the same 
goal through village coops, sometimes with educa- 
tional support provided by GPOCP. In Riam Berasap 
Jaya, Kayong Utara Regency, a village coop gathered 
together in the home of its leader, Pak Bastarin Kask. 
Members of GPOCP sat in a circle on the wooden 
floor with the coop members, friendly banter gradu- 
ally giving way to serious discussion as everyone 
sipped hot tea and ate pisan 
goreng, fried bananas. Both the 
leader and the kepala desa, or vil- 
lage chief, volunteered that most 
of the village — including them- 
selves — had been involved with 
illegal logging for years because 
they felt they had no alternative. 

But in June 2007, after regula- 
tions grew stricter (at least tem- 
porarily), they formed the coop to 
support each other in developing 
sustainable local industries like 
bamboo furniture making. The 
microfinancing operation runs 
like a bank, accepting deposits 
and lending funds for small-scale 
ventures. Fifty-one people now 
belong to the coop, 1 1 of whom 
are women. 


Environmental concern grew as people re- 
alized that helping the environment didn't 
mean giving up an income. With this self-em- 
powering program, the village was the first in 
the Kayong Utara regency to successfully re- 
fuse to give up its land to a palm oil company, 
5 Pak Bastarin Kask noted at the meeting. It was 
also the first village in Kayong Utara to declare 
a managed forest (i.e., a sustainably used for- 
est), members noted. Forty-seven other coops 
now exist in Kayong Utara alone. 

The success of this coop shows that with 
a combination of enforced regulations and 
sustainable solutions, along with edu- 
cation, villages will often strive to preserve 
their environment. Logging is extremely hard 
work, and takes a great toll on people's bodies as well 
as their environment. Palm oil monocultures, the way 
they're usually grown, cannot keep producing fruit 
indefinitely and cause major problems like flooding. 
Moreover, when villagers work for companies, the 
companies sometimes refuse to pay them, as Andrew 
de Sousa of GPOCP says. When people realize they 
have options, they're often eager to seize them. 

With the growing focus on how wealthier nations 
can help developing ones to conserve their environ- 
ment through the REDD carbon-trading scheme, some 
conservationists have raised serious concerns that local 
communities are being overlooked. Grassroots NGOs 
like COP and GPOCP work to bring villagers' concerns 
to the forefront, believing that only wide-scale public 
support can save Kalimantan's environment. What 
truly helps the people, they've found, helps the for- 
ests, too. "Humans and orangutans share the same 
interests," Hardi has said. By empowering humans to 
live sustainably, these groups protect orangutans and 
the countless species that share their forests. 



Center for Orangutan Protection protests taking place, Avatar-style, against palm oil plantations 


APPhoto/Achmad Ibrahim 






Roots of the Term, 
Primal Perception 6 
Personal Action 


By Jesse Wolf Hardin 


The world is a wild place. Even now, enshrouded in a 
crust of asphalt and concrete, forests leveled for a besti- 
ary of condominiums and golf courses, grinning missiles 
of commerce and war looming over fallow rivers and si- 
lenced fields. The world is a wild place still, true to the 
process and essence of its own intrinsic, inherent nature, 
rhythmic patterns of impermanence and change mount- 
ing waves of their own fertile heat. 

The planet is a wild, out of control whole. The ancient 
Greek named this wholeness "Gaia," the daughter that 
emerges from chaos. To the indigenous tribes of northern 
Europe, the living Earth was known as Nerthus, imaged as 
a sacred chariot joy and peace would follow. By any name, 
the natural world is wild: willed, directed and empowered 
by its own inner nature rather than some outside force 
or idea. And we too are wild originally. Humans are truly, 
deeply willed. And willful. For legitimacy or compliance, 
safety or comfort, we may try to deny our wildness, sac- 
rificing our will as we seek shelter in the expected, rote 
and tame. Yet in spite of all the artifice and constraint, 
we remain instinctual, dreaming beings who suffer in di- 
rect proportion to the suppression of our instincts and 
dreams. We're interterrestrial sensors, activated nerve 
endings extending from the Gaian ganglion into the ever 
shifting universe of experience. Whether we consider 
ourselves cowboys or anti-grazing activists, anarchists or 
true American patriots, we are, at our best, wild elements 
of this greater whole, acting out our hue beings, our most 
meaningful gesture, in spite of the over-regulation and 
desensitization of the order. 

Wild (adj.) 1. Occurring, growing, or living in a natural 
state; not domesticated, cultivated or tamed. 2. A natural, un- 
restrained LIFE OR STATE; NATURE. 

Wildness can be described as the condition of oneness 
with our bodies, desires, needs, sensations, instincts and 
dreams. Wildness is oneness with the wild Earth, where 
there is no abstraction and no real chaos; where even tur- 
bulence manifests itself in purposeful patterns more akin 
to art than artifice. The fear of sexuality, of mortality of 
our natures and the naturalworld is the fear of ourselves. 



The cure is in the reclamation of our wildness, a high-dive 
into the potent flux of natural forces, and the response- 
ability to act. 

The dominant paradigm, the corporatized, techno- 
industrial elite "new world order" must dominate every 
vestige of personal and cultural wildness in order to prop- 
agate its methodology of extraction and control. Theirs 
is a process of separateness: a rigid, cultivated separation 
between body and intellect, vision and reality, self and 
planet. In order to guarantee the unimpeded dismember- 
ment and marketing of the natural world, the paradigm 
must construct and tend a perceptual schism between 
the living Earth and its human constituents. We find the 
evidence of this campaign in the other, modernist defini- 
tions of the word "wild": "unruly, desolate, out of control, 
extravagant, fantastic, furiously disturbed or turbulent, 
risky, random erratic, deviating, disorderly and disar- 
ranged." The definition of wilderness has gone from one 
of "uncultivated unrestrained profusion" to a "bewilder- 
ing wasteland." In the real world, wilderness is all there 
is, a condition of profuse nature that includes but is not 
determined by populations of natural humans. In what 
my compatriot John Trudell calls the "shadow of the real 
world," wilderness is a sequestered preserve managed by 
the same forces destroying the rest of the planet, an iso- 
lated playground for the recreational indulgence of an 
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increasingly privileged few. For even most "outdoor en- ture teaches: the ascendant power of present time and the 
thusiasts," wilderness remains something separate from primacy of direct experience. Going feral is a conscious 
the self — a place to visit rather than a condition of be- and deliberate exercise in self-realization. Voluntary prim- 
ing. For those seeking deeper elemental contact with the itivity enhances experience, connection, sense of mean- 
forces and spirits of nature, it's an opportunity to act out ing and purpose and joy. Nature, whether you consider 
a wildness shared and enjoyed equally by the inspirited it a result of evolution or the creation of God, teaches us 
natural landscape. Those escaping the boundaries of pro- what's most important. 

priety and objectification are characteristically fun and Primal (adj.) 1. Original, archetypal. 2. Of first impor- 
demonstrably feral. tance; primary. 

Feral (adj.) 1. Existing in a wild, untamed state, especially, The human spirit dies when it is tamed, and the hu- 
reverting to such a state from one of domestication. 2. Char- man species cannot survive the deliberate unraveling of 
acterisuc of a wild animal; savage. contextual nature. The scientific community has belated- 

To the dominant global society, wild means unruly, out ly come to this realization of the full extent of biotic inter- 
of control and hence dangerous. A few generations after dependency the ways in which even the most minuscule 
escaping into the thickets, feral hogs have turned the • of living components may hold the key for the health 
tables on many an un- . ? of the entire , ecosystem. 

people yelling at their , n some wa y S rational to 

kids for behaving like accept giant banking inter- 

"little savages." Savage wilderness. The word is derived ests if it means more profit to us, or tp subjugate natural 
from the Middle English sauvage, from the Latin silvati- ecosystems for the "betterment" of society at least up until 
cus, "of the woods." the point of diminishing returns, where humanity can no 

Savage (adj.) 1. Untouched by civilization, undomesticated, longer survive their impoverishment. Expansion is ratio- 

uncultivated, wild. 2. A primitive, uncivilized person. rial, if only because civilization must continue to expand 

For the "civilized," "primitive" has come to mean sim- or perish. The economic, social and political systems of 
pie, untaught, coarse, barbaric.. But to the Earth-centered the modern world cannot survive either stasis, contrac- 
Seeker, it means primary! tion, or balance. To the contrary, the natural world func- 

PRiMmvE (adj.) 1. Of or pertaining to original state. 2. Primal. tions perfectly with checks and balances, responding to 
If this is our original state, the condition of our true ever-changing conditions with falls as well as rises in 
beings unimpeached by institutionalized neurosis, influ- species populations. In nature, any single species imping- 
enced but uncontrolled, then why the derogation, and ing on its fellow life forms, any one growing beyond the 
fearful vilification of the primitive? What does sophistica- capacity of its ecosystem, insures its own downfall. As 
tion have to feaf from the simple, artificiality from the au- has been pointed out elsewhere, civilization functions in 
thentic, or civilization from the savage, the primitive, the many ways like a cancer, endlessly expanding until it kills 
primal? It's afraid of the shift in perception and priorities off the host body and thus itself. 

from denial to exuberance, from scheduled production to The only solution for the disheartening hurrian condi- 
spontaneity and sensation. The paradigm fears what na- tion, and for the living Earth in total, is our imminent re- 
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wilding. Human existence as a continuous part of this planet 
is contingent on our return to our original nature, and our 
re-immersion and participation in the extended nature that 
surrounds our gilded enclaves of destruction and distraction. 

Witnessing the technocratic juggernaut of our modem 
society stripping us of our constitutional rights and grind- 
ing up the very Earth in front of us, we may be tempted to 
feel ashamed of ourselves for being a part of the human 
species, and to feel guilty for our complicity. Some feel the 
pain of the wounded biosphere and dishonored human 
nature so severely they come to distrust the legitimacy of 
our own kind. But wild and rewilded humans are an integral 
part of the biological fabric. The problem is not the nature 
of humanity, but the abrogation of our hue human nature. 
The problem isn't humanity per se, but our vaulted civil 
paradigm, the encroaching manifestation of a particularly 
harmful system of perception. It's not the only way we per- 
ceive, nor was it throughout the past 50,000 years of history 
in social human existence. Primary human perception— 
the ways that the animals, our ancestors, primal peoples 
and all children before a certain age experience and engage 
their world— is encompassing, integrative, and symbiotic. 
Original human mind is as magical as the earthen energies 
it ponders and the brilliant cascades of water that stimulate 
its receptors. It's an adjunct, an equal and ally of the human 
body housing it. Original mind is an integral component 
of Gaian mind, of planetary mind, and is thus free of the 
imaginary or enforced schisms between mind and matter, 
feeling and thought, creator and creation, nature and so- 
ciety, spirituality and activism, man and woman, human 
and home. 

The sudden changes in behavior essential to our future 
and crucial to the continuation of evolution itself, can 
only follow a change in how we perceive. The perception 
of the world as live, sentient, willed and inspirited is the 
perspective of the wild. The world will be wild, no matter 
what we do to tame and deaden it. In the long mn, in geo- 
logic time, the worst of what we can do will be erased by 
the evolutionary fruiting that will follow. The exciting op- 
tion is to join in that native fruition, to rejoin the dance, 
to precipitate the reinhabitation and reawakening of wild 
self, wild culture, and wild place right now. Waking our 
talk. Being true to our beliefs, whatever the hell they are. 
Living our wildest dreams! 

fesse Wolf Hardin toured as an EF! performer and inspiriteur 
throughout the first decade of the movement, appearing with the 
likes of Dana Lyons, Walkin' Jim Stoltz, John Seed and David 
Brower. He coined the word "ReWilding" in 1984, one year before 
his launching of EF! Deep Ecology Medicine Shows. His artwork, 
poetry and over 160 articles in the EF! Journal inspired readers 
to take charge of their lives and act on their beliefs, becoming 
effective restorationists, activists, artists and litigants. He and 
his partners offer books and online home study courses on nature 
awareness, herbal medicine, earth path shamanism and rewild- 
ing at the Anima Lifeways & Herbal School. 
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THE BIRTH OF GRASSROOTS BIODIVERSITY GROUPS 

m excerpt rom mamrammuM 


By Douglas Bevington 

Environmentalist activists in the late 1980s faced a 
choice between two paths for working on the protection 
of biodiversity. ... One path, represented by the national 
organizations, provided political access, but was hin- 
dered by compromise and constraint. The second path, 
embodied by Earth First!, offered an unconstrained ap- 
proach to biodiversity advocacy, but it was not particu- 
larly influential. However some activists found a way to 
transcend this dilemma by forming new grassroots bio- 
diversity protection groups. 

Grassroots biodiversity groups offered a third path. 
Unlike the national organizations, they did not usually 
have offices in Washington DC and were not invested 
in insider politics. Unlike Earth First!, they relied on le- 
gal tactics, particularly litigation. Some examples of the 
new grassroots biodiversity groups were the Biodiversity 
Legal Foundation, Center for Biological Diversity, For- 
est Conservation Council, Forest Guardians, Heartwood, 
John Muir Project, Native Forest Network, Southern Ap- 
palachian Biodiversity Project, and Wild Alabama. 

Not all small environmental organizations fit the 
model of grassroots biodiversity protection groups de- 
scribed here. For decades there 
had been some small wilderness 
protection groups that generally 
served as local auxiliaries of the 
national environmental organi- 
zations and other small groups 
that limited themselves to local 
political issues. But after 1989, 
there was a proliferation of new grassroots biodiversity 
groups that were distinctly different from previous small 
groups. The new groups actively engaged in shaping re- 
gional and national environmental policies, and they 
took a notably more confrontational approach to envi- 
ronmental protection. 

This approach reflected their underlying outsider strat- 
egy. Many of the founders and early staff members of 
these groups had participated in Earth First! or drew in- 
spiration from its unconstrained environmental advoca- 
cy. These activists had been deeply influenced by Earth 


First! 's movement culture and its critique of moderate 
environmentalism. From this, they embraced an out- 
sider strategy for social change which did not depend 
on appealing to politicians and avoiding controversy. 
While the pioneers of the grassroots biodiversity groups 
were strongly influenced by Earth First! 's outsider strat- 
egy, the new groups were distinctly different from Earth 
First! in terms of their tactics and organization. As Todd 
Schulke, an Earth First! activist who later cofounded the 
Center for Biological Diversity, recalled, 

Here were all these people who were committed to 
the point that we were taking great risks. And we 
realized fairly quickly how limited an influence we 
had standing on the front lines doing direct action. 
Not that it was completely irrelevant. But as an end 
it didn't get us nearly what we expected it would.. .So 
I think a lot of people took that passion and moved 
it into different approaches. The philosophy stayed 
the same, but the approach changed dramatically. 

While Earth First! in the 1980s largely defined itself 
through monkeywrenching and other forms of direct 
action, the grassroots biodiversity activists explored al- 
ternate tactics. In particular, they 
found administrative appeals 
and lawsuits to be powerful tools 
to compel the increased enforce- 
ment of existing environmental 
laws. Activists found a variety of 
legal tools for challenging log- 
ging and other activities that 
harmed biodiversity including applications of the Na- 
tional Environmental Protection Act, the Endangered 
Species Act, and the National Forest Management Act, 
as well as the Marine Mammal Protection Act for ocean 
issues. Litigation became the defining tactic of the grass- 
roots biodiversity groups. 

At first glance, such law-abiding tactics might appear 
to be a rejection of Earth Firstl's radicalism, but closer 
examination reveals that was not the case. A successful 
lawsuit could stop a logging project. In this regard, liti- 
gation had a similar effect to the Earth Firstlers who sat 


THE POTENTIAL POWER OF THIS TACTIC 
BECAME APPARENT IN 1989 WHEN FEDERAL 
JUDGE WILLIAM DWYER ISSUED HIS FIRST 
INJUNCTION AGAINST LOGGING IN NATIONAL 
FORESTS IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST... 
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in trees; both tactics directly blocked environmentally 
harmful activities. As such, the grassroots groups' litiga- 
tion tactics were similarly rooted in a strategy that did 
not rely on trying to convince politicians to act on their 
behalf. However, backed by the authority of the courts, 
litigation could have an even larger and more lasting 
impact than direct action. 

The potential power of this tactic became readily ap- 
parent in 1989 When federal judge William Dwyer is- 
sued his first injunction against logging in national 
forests in the Pacific Northwest that were home to the 
imperiled northern spotted owl. Dwyer's injunctions 
would ultimately stop most old-growth logging in the 
Pacific Northwest until 1994. The success of the spotted 
owl litigation was a key inspi- 
ration for the proliferation of 
grassroots biodiversity groups 
in the years that followed. 

Litigation was an appealing 
tactic for the grassroots groups 
because it did not necessarily re- 
quire extensive resources. Grass- 
roots activists generally did not 
have money to pay for legal rep- 
resentation, but they didn't need 
to. Environmental laws such as 
the Endangered Species Act in- 
cluded citizen suit provisions re- 
quiring the federal government 
to pay the fees of attorneys who 
successfully sued it for failing to 
enforce those laws. As a result, 
some attorneys were willing to 
take on biodiversity protection 
cases at no charge to the activ- 
ists with a reasonable hope that 
they would ultimately recoup 
their fees. 

The grassroots groups' aggres- 
sive approach to litigation was 
markedly different from that of the moderate national 
environmental organizations. While the nationals some- 
times filed lawsuits, they were often reluctant to pursue 
cases that might stir up controversy and upset influen- 
tial politicians. By contrast, because the grassroots groups 
did not depend on insider access to politicians to achieve 
their goals, those groups did not need to avoid controver- 
sy. Therefore there were abundant opportunities for the 
grassroots groups to take the lead in initiating litigation 
to protect forests or wildlife in situations that the national 
organizations either overlooked or avoided as being too 
controversial. 

As grassroots activists started doing litigation to protect 
forests and endangered species, they created new orga- 
nizations as vehicles for these lawsuits. The new groups 
were initially very small with few members other than 
the activists directly involved in the group's work. The 


activists described their new organizations as "grass- 
roots" to distinguish themselves from the nationals. In 
the context of other social movements, the term "grass- 
roots" is often associated with mass participation, but 
this was not the case for most grassroots biodiversity 
groups. The new biodiversity protection groups found 
that a small handful of determined activists could 
achieve significant environmental protection through 
litigation without having to engage in a broad mobiliza- 
tion of the public. Furthermore, these groups had little 
chance of building a large membership base through di- 
rect mail because that terrain was already dominated by 
the national environmental organizations. Instead, for 
the new groups, "grassroots" connoted that they were 
rooted in site-specific struggles 
over forest and wildlife protec- 
tion and, unlike the nationals, 
they did not rely on an insider 
strategy based on appealing to 
politicians in Washington DC. 

Because the grassroots bio- 
diversity groups used lawful 
tactics, unlike Earth First!, they 
were eligible to receive tax- 
deductible contributions from 
grantmaking foundations. With 
this funding, the new groups 
could now provide modest sala- 
ries for their founders. And as 
they accrued litigation victories 
and attracted more funders, 
they were able to hire a few ad- 
ditional staff members. They of- 
ten drew them from the Earth 
First! community, employing 
activists who were talented and 
capable but who did not have 
the professional credentials, po- 
litical connections, and insider 
mindset to be hired by the na- 
tional organizations. For the first time, a sizable number 
of radical activists were able to work full-time on biodi- 
versity protection outside of the constraints of the mod- 
erate national organizations. 

The growth of the new grassroots biodiversity groups 
was aided by new funding sources, Earth First! 's move- 
ment culture, and the political conditions of the 1990s. 
Foundation grants were crucial to the growth of the new 
grassroots biodiversity groups. If the groups had instead 
tried to rely on fundraising through direct mail like the 
nationals, they would have encountered daunting ob- 
stacles. As noted earlier, direct mail requires extensive 
up-front funding. Moreover, the large national organiza- 
tions already dominated direct mail fundraising on wild- 
life and wildlands protection issues. The small grassroots 
groups had little hope of competing with them on this 
terrain. Foundations offered an alternate source of 




funding that lowered the "barriers to entry" for the new 
grassroots groups. 

The significance of foundation funding for the growth of 
the radical grassroots groups is ironic. Foundations have 
often been seen as a moderating force on advocacy work 
and most large foundations do not fund radical groups. 
However, the grassroots groups were able to at least par- 
tially circumvent these constraints because of new envi- 
ronmental funders that appeared in the late 1980s. The 
late 1980s was a time when environmental issues were 
receiving a great deal of public attention, stimulated by 
events such as the Chernobyl nuclear power accident, 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill, accelerated loss of rainforests, 
and the discovery of a hole in the ozone layer, and cul- 
minating in the twentieth anniversary of Earth Day in 
199ft With all of this interest in environmentalism, phil- 
anthropic foundations were more likely to incorporate 
environmental issues into their grants programs. 

The influx of new environmental grantmakers brought 
opportunities for funding alternate approaches within 
the environmental movement. As Peter Galvin of the 
Center for Biological Diversity explained, 

When you think about the new generation of funders 
that came online in the late '80s and early '90s, it really 
was a dramatic shift. If you look at conservation as in- 
vestment, there is this sense of the big national groups 
as being these 'blue chip' groups that everybody would 
put their investment in. But then as new people started 
to come into money... they said, 'Let's try something 
different.' And at that time, there was an explosion of 
smaller environmental groups forming. 

In my interviews with grassroots biodiversity activists, 
a few of the. newer environmental grantmakers were fre- 
quently mentioned as providing crucial early support for 


their groups. Two in particular were the Foundation for 
Deep Ecology (FDE), created by Esprit Clothing founder 
Doug Tompkins in 1990, and the Turner Foundation, 
begun by media mogul Ted Turner in 1991. Galvin re- 
called, "I would say that FDE and Turner at that time 
were probably the two most significant players in get- 
ting what some people have called the 'new conserva- 
tion movement' off the ground." 

These foundations hired program officers who had 
previously been involved with environmental organi- 
zations that did not rely on an insider strategy. Turner 
Foundation's environmental program was directed by 
Peter Bahouth, the former executive director of Green- 
peace USA. Foundation for Deep Ecology brought in Bill 
Devall and John Davis from Earth First!. Devall was a 
leading proponent of deep ecology and had adminis- 
tered the Earth First! Foundation/Fund for Wild Nature. 
John Davis had been the editor of the Earth First! Journal. 
Another notable new funder of grassroots groups was 
the outdoor equipment company Patagonia Inc., whose 
environmental grant program was staffed in the second 
half of the 1990s and early 2000s by John Sterling; Ster- 
ling had previously worked for Earth Island Institute, 
an umbrella organization for grassroots environmental 
groups. Similar developments were evident within a few 
of the more established environmental grantmakers as 
well. For example, the Levinson Foundation had been 
involved in the formation of Group of Ten, but in the 
’ 1990s its environmental program was directed by Char- 
lotte Talberth, who had previously been active in an 
Earth First! offshoot called the Cathedral Forest Action 
Group. Because of their backgrounds, these new foun- 
dation program officers were more likely to be support- 
ive of radical activists and as a result they played crucial 
roles in fostering the development of the grassroots bio- 
diversity groups. 




While styles have changed, and the US nationalism is now an embarrassment to most, the musicians and orators 


gatherings laid a cultural foundation for a generation of biodiversity activists to come. 


The grassroots biodiversity groups also benefited from 
the movement culture and community of Earth First!, 
especially in their early years. Many of the founders of 
biodiversity protection groups were shaped by Earth 
First! 's movement culture, which nurtured their use of 
an outsider strategy. The Earth First! community also 
provided the training ground for a pool of dedicated 
radical activists that these groups could draw from as 
they added more staff. Facets of Earth First! 's movement 
culture aided the grassroots biodiversity groups in other 
ways as well. For example, the Earth First! Journal was an 
important medium for these groups to share their ex- 
periences and learn from each other. Before the growth 
of internet-based communications, there was no other 


outsider strategy. There are ongoing inducements for 
outsider groups to adopt a more conventional approach 
to social change, and engaging in contentious conflicts 
can be exhausting. It is not surprising then that some 
grassroots activists became more conflict-averse over 
time. Ultimately, it is only through the on-going encour- 
agement of a radical movement culture that an outsider 
strategy is likely to be sustained. 

Douglas Bevington is the forest program director for grant- 
making foundation, Environment Now, based in California. 
His book The Rebirth of Environmentalism was released 
by Island Press, 2009. 


comparable space for dialogue within 
the environmental movement. Like- 
wise, the Round River Rendezvous 


Three paths to biodiversity protection in the U.S. 
environmental movement 


provided an annual opportunity for 
grassroots activists to reconnect and 
reaffirm their outsider approach. Not 


National 

Environmental 

Organizations 

Earth First! 

Grassroots 

Biodiversity 

Groups 

all grassroots activists participated in 

Strategy 

Insider strategy 

Outsider strategy 

Outsider strategy 

Earth First!, but because most grass- 
roots biodiversity groups did not de- 
velop significant community-build- 
ing institutions of their own, Earth 
First! 's movement culture provided an 
important resource to help sustain the 
radical approach of the new groups in 

Tactics 

Conventionally 
prescribed forms of 
political participation, 
particularly lobbying. 
Application of 
litigation constrained 
by the insider 
strategy. 

Pirect action, 
including “monkey- 
wrenching." 

Lawful tactics, particularly 
litigation, but applied 
more extensively without 
the political constraints 
of the insider strategy. 

the 1990s... s 

However, in the late 1990s and 2000s, 
Earth FirstS's influence began to fade. 
In part this shift was a result of the 
success of the new grassroots groups. 

PrP\Hnilc1t7 Forfh Circtl Kaon fUn 

Organization 

Large, bureaucratic 
organizations, 
centered around a 
professional staff. 

No formal organization. 
No staff. No official 
members. Membership 
defined through 
participation. 

Small formal organiza- 
tions with radical staff, 
often coming from Earth 
First!, generally without 
professional credentials, 
working for very low pay. 

i icviuuMy, lail in rirsii naa Dccn trie 
sole refuge for activists who were dis- 
satisfied with moderate environmen- 
talism. But as new grassroots groups 
accumulated accomplishments during 
the 1990s, young activists who in the 
past might have otherwise participat- 

Funding 

Very large budgets. 
Membership donations 
obtained through 
direct mail solicita- 
tions are a primary 
funding source. 

Scant resources. 
Ineligible for founda- 
tion grants. Some 
funding from sales 
of the Earth First! 
Journal and non-tax- 
deductible donations. 

Limited funding, 
primarily coming from 
grantmaking foundations, 
particularly maverick new 
funders whose staff have 
roots in environmental 
groups that use an out- 
sider strategy. 

ed in Earth First! instead went directly 
into working with these groups. How- 
ever, most of the new groups did not 
build their own radicalizing, move- 
ment-building institutions, and it is 
not clear whether simply working on 
timber sale appeals and ESA listing pe- 

Movement 

Culture 

Diminished movement 
culture. Members have 
little or no direct 
involvement with the 
organization, while 
staff are increasingly 
motivated by 
careerism. 

Radical movement 
culture of music, 
art, and philosophy. 
Community built 
through national gath- 
erings and open dia- 
logue in the Earth 

First! Journal. 

Influenced by the 
radical movement culture 
of Earth First!, but most 
groups do not develop 
significant community- 
building institutions of 
their own. 

titions can have the same radicalizing 
effect on a new generation of activists 
as participation in Earth First! did for 
the previous generation. Likewise, by 
the early 2000s, the founders of these 
groups were less likely to attend the 
Earth First! Rendezvous or read the 
Earth First! Journal on a regular basis. 
Having a background in Earth First! 
does not guarantee life-long use of an 

’Political 

Conditions 

Early development 
during a time when 
environmentalism is 
a nonpartisan issue. 
Insider organizations 
become increasingly 
tied to the Democratic 
Party amid the ascen- 
dancy of an anrienvi- 
ronmental wing of the ' 
Republican Party. 

Develops out of 
disappointment with 
shortcomings of envi- 
ronmental protection 
during the Carter 
administration, fol- 
lowed by concerns 
over the threat posed 
by the antienviron- 
menral wing of the 
Republican Party 
under Reagan. 

The election of Clinton 
creates conditions under 
which grassroots groups 
are better able to distin- 
guish themselves from 
the nationals, though 
those differences subse- 
quently become more 
muted during the George 
W. Bush administration. 
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Music Compilation CD 

Featuring new and classic tracks from: 
Casey Neill, Peg Millctt, From The 


A NEW FEATURE 
FILM INSPIRED BY 

the Endgame books 

BY DERRICK JENSEN. 

COMING TO YOUR TOWN IN 201 1 

WWW.ENDCIV.COM 


The Earth First! /ournai Newswire: WWW.NEWSWIRE.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 


"If your homeland was invaded 

BY ALIENS WHO CUT DOWN THE 
FORESTS, POISONED THE WATER 
AND AIR, AND CONTAMINATED THE 
FOOD SUPPLY, WOULD YOU RESIST?" 

DIRECTED BY FRANKLIN L6PEZ 

Produced by submedia.TV 


Still Wild! 


Llepths, Ire Arrow, Lrant reeples, i>on 
Del Centro, Blackbird Raum, Marie 
Mason, Rye ‘n Clover, Strawberry Jam, 
Las Krudas, Citizen’s Band, Here’s To The 
Long Haul, Cedden Cascadia, Longneck 
Lula 6 Jill Lavctsky, Autumn Springs, 
Thistle, and Automoog 
Mastered by soundproofproductions.net 


Now Available for $ 1 0 

through the Earth First ! Journal 


Charles N. Kerr Publishing Company 
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Subversive literature for the whole family since 1586? 

WANTF.D:)vfEN TO FILL THE JAILS OF SPOKANE! Edited & Introduced by John Duda. Published for the 100th Anniversary y'"«' 

of the Spokane Free Speech Fight — mass civil disobedience, soap-box orators, train-hopping militants, insurrectionist poets, radical 
marching barfd.s. and jails filled with singing hoboes! Newspaper articles, dispatches from the scene, personal recollections — the voices of 
Wobblies v\>ho filled the jails and laughed in the face of law and order to defy an unjust system inspires us today! 134 pages. Paper $14. 

DREAMS 8c .EVERYDAY LIFE: Andre Breton, Surrealism, Rebel Worker, sds, & the seven Cities of Cibola by Penelope Roscmont. 

“This book is wonderful! 1 read nothing else till I finished it; a great and passionate evocation of those timcs-unapologetic and real.” — L 

Diane di Prima. 256 pages. Paper $17. ™ 

_ . . U '“MidMWIJiilA 

SURREALISM IN ‘68: Paris, Prague, Chicago. By Don LaCoss. 'Iliis insightful work of history and analysis brings together the major 
events of that important year that is so pivotal in what came afterward, and gets beneath the surface to the interconnections and the ivujki.w 

people who wertr determined ro make a difference. 32 pages. $5. 

WE WILL RETURN IN THE WHIRLWIND. By Muhammad Ahmad. A major assessment of the 1960s Black radical organizations 
by one of the major figures involved — a study of the SNCC. the Black Panther Party, the Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM), and j -- — 
the -League of Revolutionary Black Workers. 350 Pages Paper $ 1 8 \ TV TV 

THE BIG RED SONG BOOK. Edited by David Roedigcr, Franklin Roscmont. Archie Green, Salvatore Salerno. “This book is the best & 
history of the IWW and it is told through its songs... a must...” — Paul Garon. 546 pages. Paper $24. 
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JACQUES VACHE and the Roots of Surrealism. By Franklin Roscmonr. “Vachii is magnificent!” — Nancy J. Peters. A bold jaywalker 
at the crossroads of history, and an ardent exemplar of freedom and revolt, Vachi challenged all prevailing values. Conscripted into the k h CT 1 

French Army in WWI, where he met Andre Breton, he became the major inspircr of the surrealist revolution. Illustrated 396 pages Paper 1 ■*- 
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| JOE HILL: The IWW 8c the Making of a Revolutionary Workingclas.s Counterculture, by Franklin Roscmont. “The best book ever 
T ■ written on Joe Hill* — Utah Phillips. “Direct, passionate, sometimes funny, deeply searching” — Peter Lincbaugh. 656 pages. Illustrated. 
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DANCIN’ IN THE STREETS! Anarchists, IWWs, Surrealists, Situationists 8c Provos in the 1960s. By Franklin Roscmont 8c Charles 
Radcliffc. Critics derided them as “the left wing of the Beat Generation," but Chicago's Rebel W>rker and Heatwave (London) were noted 
ymilEdS ritcir onginajity and uninhibited class-war humor and cartoons."Wcll worth reading" — Maxinnimrocknroll. 450 pages. Paper $19. 
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“Congratulations for service on the 
frontlines of the environmental protection 
movement. Happehatchee Eco Spiritual 
Center welcomes you in joining the fight to 
preserve the South Florida ecosystem with 
its swamps, rivers, sloughs and marshes. 
Our remaining wildlife desperately needs 
a champion.” —Sincerely, 

Ellen W. Peterson, President 
WWW.HAPPEHATCHEECENTER.ORG 
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we cease to have a future. 
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COMING SOON 


See the trailer at: 
SeventhGenerationthemovie.com 
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Sugar Wall and “Sinking Throuh a Straw” by Jill Lavetsky 

JILLLAVETSKY.WEEBLY.COM 


■:*k 











Olympia Rising Tide J. 

matthewmpfeiffer@gmail .com 
(206)898-2710 


'Cascadia EF! 


'Portland: cascadia_ef@riseup.net 
.POB 11662, Portland, OR 97217 
jEugene: cascadiaef@gmail.com 
'Eugene: POB 96, Eugene, OR 97440 


Buffalo Field Campaig 


Rising Tide Portland 
’ POB 11664, 
Portland, OR 97211 
(202) 657-6772 


PO Box 957 West Yellowstone, Montana 5975 
buffalo@wildrockies.org, (406) 646-007 
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Blue Mountains^ 


Northern Rockies EF! 

POB 8064, Moscow, ID 83843 
1(208) 596-3319 
nref@rocketmail. com 


27803 Williams Ln.' 
Fossil, OR 97830; 


iHumboldtEF! 


contactefhum@gmail.com 
1(707) 845-1325 


Northern Rockies Rising Tide 

iNorthernRockiesRisingTide@gmail.com 


• Confluence Media 
Grand Junction, CO- 
n gjredpill@hotmail.com 


earthfirst4comers@riseup.net 


Center for Biological Diversity 

P.O. Box 710 
Tucson, AZ 85 702-07 10 
U \ (520) 623.5252 

center@bio1oglcaldiversity.org] 
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Rising TideBoston 
rtboston@lists . riseup. net 


NYCEF 


activism@wetlands-preserve.orj 


Rising Tide Philly 

jphillyrisingtide@gmail 


N Mears St, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308)432-3458 - 
buffalobruce l@gmail.com 


Mountain Justice 

PO Box 86 
\ Naoma, WV 25140 
volunteer@mountainjustice.org 


Three Rivers EF! 

POB 20363, Knoxville, TN 37920 
annebonnylives@yahoo.com 


'Croatan EF! 

405 W. Franklin St. \ 

Chapel Hill, NC 275 16 
croatanearthfirst@gmail.com 


Asheville Rising Tide] 

ashevillerisingtide@gmail.com 


Arkansas EF! 


arkan sasearthfirst@gmail .com 


Sedition Books 

901 Richmond Ave* 

Houston, TX 77006' 


Central Florida EF! 

centralfloridaearthfirst@gmail.com 


Everglades EF! 

^ 1307 Central Terrace 

Lake Worth, FL 33460 — 
(561) 249 * 26 ?! 

eyeigktdesearihfirst@gmail.com 
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By Jeffrey St Clair 

C onsider the case of Jumbo the Elephant, the world's 
most famous animal. Captured in eastern Africa in 
1865, Jumbo would become the star attraction of P.T. Bar- 
nums' Circus. Jumbo earned millions for his owners, but he 
was heated abysmally for most of his brief life. The giant 
pachyderm was confined to a small compartment with a 
concrete floor that damaged his feet and caused his joints 
to become arthritic. He was trained using unspeakably bru- 
tal methods, he was shackled in leg-chains, jabbed with a 
lance, beaten with ax handles, drugged and Jed beer to the 
point of intoxication. He was endlessly shipped back-and- 
forth across the country on the circus train and made to 
perform two shows a day, six days a week. At the age of 24 
Jumbo was finally fed up. He could tolerate it no more. On 
a September night in Ontario, Jumbo and his sidekick, the 
small elephant called Thom Thumb, broke free from their 
handlers and wandered away fr6m the tent and towards 
the train tracks. As P.T. Bamum later told the story, Jumbo 
pushed his pal Thom Thumb safely off the tracks and tried 
to ram an oncoming train. After Jumbo died an autopsy 
was performed. He stomach contents revealed numerous 
metallic objects that he had been fed over the years, includ- 
ing keys, screws, bolts, pennies and nickel — his reward for 
entertaining hundreds of thousands of people. 

Tatiana the Tiger, confined for years in a small enclosure 


at the San Francisco Zoo, finally reached her limit after be- 
ing tormented by three teenaged boys on Christmas day 
2006. She leapt the twelve-foot high wall, snatched one 
of the lads in her paws and eviscerated him. She stalked 
the zoo grounds for the next half-hour, by-passing many 
other visitors, until she tracked down the two other cul- 
prits and mauled them both before being gunned down 
by police. 

There is Ken the Orangutan who pelted an intrusive 
TV news crew with his own shit from his enclosure at the 
San Diego Zoo. 

Moe the Chimpanzee, an unpaid Hollywood actor 
who, when he wasn't working, was locked in a tiny cage 
in West Covina. Moe made multiple escapes and fiercely 
resisted his recapture. He bit four people and punched 
at least one police officer. After his escape, he was sent 
off to a miserable confinement at a dreary place called 
Jungle Exotics. Moe escaped again, this time into the 
San Bemadino Mountains, where he's never been heard 
from since. 

Speaking of Hollywood, let's toast the memory of Bud- 
dha the Orangutan (aka Clyde), who co-starred with 
Clint Eastwood in the movie Every Which Way But Loose. 
On the set, Buddha simply stopped working one day. He 
refused to perform his silly routines any more and 
his trainer repeatedly clubbed him in the head with 
a hard cane in front of the crew. One day near the 
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end of filming Buddha, like that dog in Racine’s play; 
snatched some doughnuts from a table on the set. The 
ape was seized by his irate keeper,, taken back to his cage 
and beaten to death with an ax handle. Buddha's name 
was not listed in the film's credits. . 

Tyke the Elephant was captured in the savannahs of 
Zimbabwe and shipped to the United States to work in 
a traveling circus, where she was routinely disciplined 
with a sharp hook called an ankus. After 20 years of cap- 
tivity and torture, Tyke reached her tipping point one 
day in Honolulu. During the elephant routine under 
the Big Top, Tyke made her break. She smashed through 
the railings of the ring and dashed for the exits. She 
chased after circus clowns and handlers, over-turned 
cars, busted through a gate and ran onto the streets of 
Honolulu. She was gunned down, while still wearing 
her rhinestone tiara. 

Then there is the story of Tilikum the orca. When he 
was two, Tilikum was rudely seized from the frigid waters 
of the North Atlantic off the coast of Iceland. The young 
killer whale was shipped to Vancouver Island, where he 
was forced to perform tricks at an aquatic theme park 
called Sealand. Tilikum was also pressed into service as a 
stud, siring numerous calves for exploitation by his cap- 
tors. Tilikum shared his small tank with two other orcas, 
Nootka and Haida. In February 1991, the whales' female 
trainer slipped and fell into the tank. The whales wasted 


no time. The woman was grabbed, submerged repeatedly, 
and tossed back and forth between the three whales until 
she drowned. At the time of the killing, Haida was pregnant 
with a calf sired by Tilikum 

Eight years later, a 27-year-old man broke into the aquat- 
ic park, stripped off his clothes and jumped into the tank 
with Tilikum. The orca seized the man, bit him sharply and 
flung him around. He was found floating dead in the pool 
the next morning. The authorities claimed the man died of 
hypothermia. 

In 2010, Tilikum was a star attraction at Sea World in Or- 
lando. During an event called "Dining With Shamu," Ti- 
likum snatched his trainer, Dawn Brancheau, and dragged 
her into the pool, where, in front of horrified patrons, he 
pinned her to the bottom until she drowned to death. The 
whale had delivered his third urgent message. 

Tilikum is the Nat Turner of the captives of Sea World. 
He has struck courageous blows against the enslavement 
of wild creatures. Now it is up to us to act on his thrust for 
liberation and build a global movement to smash forever 
these aquatic gulags from the face of the Earth. 

Jeffrey St. Clair is co-editor of CounterPunch and author 
of Been Brown So Long It Looks Like Green to Me: the 
Politics of Nature, and Bom Under a Bad Sky: Notes From 
the Dark Side of the Earth. He lives in Oregon. 
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EOSTAR RITUAL 
MARCH 20, 1982 


NEWSLETTER 

VOL. 2, NO. 4 


'arth Firstlers pose around theii 
wnument to Victorio. 


It's been thirty years since a gang of environmentalists calling themselves Earth 
First! hiked up a mountain in New Mexico set on their first action ever: constructing 
a monument to Apache chief Victorio for leading a raid in 1880 on the Cooney mining 
camp. This heralded the first action of a nascent environmental movement. Since that 
moment, Earth First! has stood for both environmental causes and indigenous solidarity. 

On December 10, 2010, the Earth First! Journal received a letter from someone claiming 
to be Jack Cooney, great grandson of James C. Cooney (of the Cooney mining camp), 
insisting that we remove the "monument to murder and anger". It's nice to know that the 
initial action in the name of Earth First! is still ruffling feathers. 

You have just finished reading the second edition of the 30th Anniversary of the Earth First! 
Journal. As you've likely noticed, we're in the process of redefining ourselves. We've moved to 
Florida and we're now putting this publication out quarterly, along with a newsletter that is 
released between Journals and available for free download at our daily newswire website. It's 
a tough time for independent media and culture. Many publications are being swallowed by 
the Internet and movements, in general, are suffering the reality of pacifying technologies. 
We're trying to keep up without getting sucked in and we've survived thus far because of our 
readers and supporters. So stick with us. We still have much to do! 


For the Wild, 

Earth First! Journal Collective 
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These Are Not Human Rights 


No one has the right to toxify a river. 

No one has the right to pollute the air. 

No one has the right to drive a creature to extinction nor destroy a species' habitat. 
No one has the right to profit from the labor or misery of another. 

No one has the right to steal resources from another. 

mx- Derrick Jensen, 

Enoame: Problem of Civilization 
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By Farmer 

As the heavy rains of winter give way to yet more rain, 
we watch from the tree-tops at the season unfolding be- 
fore us. Our tree-village has been ongoing since Febru- 
ary 2009, when the logging company Green Diamond 
had the go-ahead from complicit government agencies 
to destroy this rare grove of residual Old-Growth Red- 
woods and 100 year old second growth. The company 
has permits to kill Northern Spotted Owls and destroy 
their groves through logging, so the presence of a breed- 
ing pair of these endangered owls was of no concern to 
them. The logging permit could expire this August, but 
could also be extended up to two more years. 

We have over 40 trees tied together with traverse lines 
and we continue to expand this defense network as rope 
supplies allow. There are five trees containing one or more 
living spaces. There are wooden platforms suspended 
from ropes and sturdy webs woven between branches. 

Word has it that the company is considering allow- 
ing public access to a 2,000 acre swath of land, includ- 
ing the grove we occupy, and may eventually sell it as 
a "community forest." However, they have not backed 
off logging the grove we occupy, and we will continue 
to stand with this forest and it's inhabitants until the 
threat is lifted. 


(Left) Traversing through the tree-village; (above) China-bound cargo ship leaves Humboldt 

Green Diamond has continued to quietly check on 
us from the ground, showing up at least once a month, 
often more. They don't talk to us but sometimes dam- 
age or take whatever useful gear they can find. 

A large Sitka Spruce tree near the village fell one 
night during the storms, after much cracking and 
crashing it thudded to the ground. I caught the scent 
lore rain, of crushed evergreen needles from about 500 feet 
lding be- away. More recently two smaller trees lost their tops 
:e Febm- in the wind. We choose sturdy trees to occupy, hoping 
Diamond that we will be spared the worst, 
agencies Due to a boom in housing construction in China, 
wth Red- raw logs are now leaving Humboldt Bay by cargo ship, 
rompany It's said by timber industry people that the Chinese 
1 destroy companies use the wood mainly for concrete forms 
f a breed- during construction. They are said to have 65 million 
incern to empty housing units, room enough for 200 million 
gust, but people. "Ghost Cities" as they're called, are nearly de- 
void of people, yet are the site of lavish construction 
erse lines pro j ects . This construction boom is increasing demand 
:k as rope for wood exports all over the Pacific Northwest, 
e or more There is much forest here in need of defending, 
jspended including an area of un-cut fir, cedar and pine forest 
nches. on the edge of the Six Rivers National Forest and 
lg allow- the destructive highway widening project through 
1, includ- Richardson Grove State Park, which faces huge public 
sell it as opposition and could also come to a head this summer. 

)t backed We invite serious, action-minded people to this region 
continue to learn and teach, to help keep the tree-village going, 
until the as well as to join in as we confront emerging threats 
to old-growth forests. 


from Earth First! Humboldt 




Grandma Edna Gordon 

A message from this Seneca Wisdom 
Keeper on native land rights at Glen Cove 
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Activist atop a cable logging machine in Tyenna Forest during ten day campaign 


Tree-sit at Esperance threatened forest 


By Jenny Weber 

On the ninth night of the Ten Day Campaign, five 
activists locked on to four of the six logging machines 
that were being used to destroy the old growth for- 
ests, set amongst the mountain ranges of the South- 
ern Forests. The night was an eerie calm, we all knew 
the rain was coming. The first log trucks turned up 
to load their wood chip logs at 2 a.m., and then the 
rain started at 7 a.m. Five people were arrested and 
the machines and their drivers returned to log the an- 
cient stands as Tasmanian police moved the activists 
out. The Tasmanian Government continued to stay 
quiet on their failure to place a moratorium on log- 
ging these forests. 

In Tasmania, a small island south of the main- 
land of Australia, a strange and frustrating process is 
playing out in the long running debate around na- 
tive forest logging. Industry heads, union reps and 
some peak environmental groups are in negotiations 
to find what they dub a solution to the conflict that 
has stricken Tasmania for three decades. The reality 
is that the long term markets for Tasmania's native 


forests are drying up and the industry is reeling. Some 
believe that it is the logging industry who have come 
begging for a negotiation to lessen the burden of a 
market driven collapse that is on the way. 

These negotiations came to a point, after talks had 
been held for twelve months, and terms of reference 
were signed by the negotiators and backed by the State 
and Federal Governments in December last year. 

On December 15, 2010, the two governments stood 
up and announced they backed the talks and the first 
key point in the process would be the implementa- 
tion of a full moratorium on all high conservation 
value forests within three months. 570,000 hectares 
(1,408,500 acres) of ancient wilderness, old growth 
eucalyptus forest and endangered species habitat was 
due for a moratorium from all logging. 

Activists from the grassroots organizations Huon 
Valley Environment Centre and Still Wild Still 
Threatened had a small sense of hope for the first 
time in ten years that something might be saved in 
Tasmania's forests. On that same day in December 
these two organizations had mobilized 52 actions 
around 21 countries to participate in an interna- 


4 



Climbers drop community demands on State Parliament House 


tional day of action and called for an immediate 
moratorium on all logging. 

Sadly, three months later, after much ground 
truthing, a number of direct actions in forests, on log 
trucks at mill and on the steps of the State Premier 
and Forest Ministers offices, it was btisiness-as-usual 
logging in the forest. The direct action groups dis- 
covered that ancient forests were being opened for 
new logging and new roads were being built, despite 
all the promises. 

Seven days before the deadline was due, two activ- 
ists climbed the roof of the State Parliament building 
and unfurled a giant banner calling for a "Moratorium 
Now." Five days before the deadline, three months 
late, the Forest Minister gave a directive to the forest- 
ry department to start work on the moratorium and 
ensure that logging contracts were secured. Four days 
before the deadline, the negotiating environmental 
groups, industry and union bodies, agreed to a six 
month extension to the moratorium deadline. 

March 15, 2011 was still a long overdue deadline 
for a moratorium on logging in the ancient forests, 
according to the Huon Valley Environment Centre 
and Still Wild Still Threatened. That day marked the 
beginning of a ten day campaign where actions were 
held across Tasmania in native forests calling for im- 
mediate protection. The Ten Day Campaign also in- 
cluded a vigil on the steps of the State Government's 
executive building and a final day of actions hitting 
some of the key targets in the State's capital, Hobart, 
who are trying to keep the archaic practices of the past 
in the forests. 

One company that is coming under the radar of our 
direct action campaigns is Ta Ann. This company has 
become one of Malaysia's largest logging companies 
by benefiting from its close connection to the Chief 
Minister of Sarawak. The company's CEO and major- 
ity shareholder Abdul Hamed Sepawi is the Minister's 
cousin and treasurer of his political party. Sepawi has 
become a billionaire through logging rights to hun- 
dreds-of-thousands of hectares of forests in Sarawak, 
Borneo, which were given to his company by the 
Chief Minister of Sarawak. 


In Sarawak, Ta Ann has profited from the logging 
of Orangutan habitat and the displacement of indig- 
enous people. In Tasmania, the ancient forests are fall- 
ing to feed this multi-national logging giant's 20-year 
contract over our state's forests. Logging in Tasmania's 
forests is continuing to make these billionaire barons 
richer while the island loses its wildlife and forests. Ta 
Ann claims it is getting these forests cheaper in Tas- 
mania than in Sarawak, where it benefits from being 
part of the Borneo timber mafia. Its 20-ydar contract 
for wood supply and demand for high conservation 
value forests jeopardize a moratorium on logging and 
the opportunity for a short term transition out of na- 
tive forests. 

During the Ten Day Campaign to highlight the lack 
of a promised logging moratorium eight actions in the 
forests shut down logging, and on the final day the 
nonviolent stand for Tasmania's forests spread across 
the Central Business District of Hobart. Protests were 
held to target the State Government, Forestry Tasma- 
nia and Malaysian logging giant Ta Ann. Two activ- 
ists were arrested after climbing in the Forestry Tas- 
mania headquarters, holding a banner calling again 
for a "Moratorium Now." Four conservationists were 
arrested after trying to enter the Ta Ann head office, 
and 100 people attended the forest vigil at the govern- 
ment offices. 

With a moratorium concept still being played 
around with in the negotiation circle, our organiza- 
tions have now called a ten week campaign to contin- 
ue to pressure the State Government to implement an 
immediate moratorium as a crucial step to ensuring 



Esperance, New 2 Km road built into ancient forest 
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Lockdown to logging machine in Esperence Forest during ten day campaign 


their full legislated protection as National Parks and 
World Heritage Areas. We will continue the campaign 
to call for the immediate protection of all native for- 
ests in Tasmania. 

Currently, activists are in the midst of a ten-week 
campaign which comes at a time when the market 
influenced shut down of the native forest industry in 
Tasmania is playing its card. As recently as early April 
the giant wood chipping export company Gunns Ltd 
(Tasmania's largest logging company) announced it' 
was closing its last woodchip mill for eight weeks. For 
decades now the rampant logging of ancient forest in 
Tasmania has been feeding 80 Percent of what is cut 
to Gunns for woodchips and now with all three mills 
closed, Forestry Tasmania will not be able to finan- 
cially manage the large scale logging. 

To help, you can donate to our campaign, have a movie 
night or gig to raise awareness about tassie's forests. Visit 
tassie arid join the campaign! Or just keep up to speed on 
our campaign by joining our email list. Visit huon.org 
and NATlVEFOREST.NET 

fenny Weber has been a frontline activist for Tasma- 
nia's ancient forests with the Huon Valley Environment 
Centre (HVEC), which she co-founded 10 years ago fo- 
cusing on the forests of the Huon. She participated in the 
lock-down for the Esperance forests during the ten day 
campaign. She is the HVEC media spokesperson, fenny is 
a Mother of two young children, who are at the core of her 
passion for forest protection. 
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A Story from the 

Esperance forests 

By Esperanzo Desperado 

When we finally arrive at the side of the mountain, in 
the peppermint forest where they're slicing a road out of 
the ancient mud, there's wind sighing up off the high 
peaks like a long exhaled breath. Its a cold, rasping breeze 
that creeps down your neck and finds the holes in your 
trousers. The trees — huge swaying ghost-fingers — tickle 
at the sublime underbelly of the sky as we examine the 
machines. 

Four hulking yellow robot monsters, caked in grey and 
yellow mud. Touching those tracks and huge cutting 
blades is like caressing the skin of a sleeping angry dino- 
saur. We scan the trees with spotlights for a good hold. 
Its bloody cold. Past the mud-pile lair of the bulldozer, 
there's a line cut in where the road will go. A delicate 
stream has been trampled under the churning mechani- 
cal feet of those machines. The stream has wound its way 
through a complicated, exhausting jungle of a forest with 
horizontal, celery-top pine, stringybark, peppermint, sas- 
safras and tea trees. The biggest tea trees you'll ever see. 
Not slender, springy sticks but great strapping old growth 
tea trees with trunks like oaks. We stand marvelling at 
these stalwarts while we should be setting up the treesit. 

Then we fumble with ends of rope and tangles. Con- 
voluted twists and turns of string nearly as impenetrable 
as the thickets of laurel and cutting grass and climbing 
heath that make a green wall next to the road and stretch 
up into the mountains. Four throws, maybe five, and 
the tree is caught. It's a relief because hauling yourself 
through that forest is hard work, especially with broken 
shoes and a dying head torch. The smooth, striped bark 
of a peppermint branch has welcomed the slung throw- 
line and now we latch on climb-rope and start hitching 
up the tree. 

All this time the clouds are still racing, cartwheeling and 
morphing from the west. The moon is getting brighter (its 
like a flood light), and the stars make cameo appearances 
between fronts of hazy rain-fog. We attach the machines 
to more rope and tie that to the treesit. Nearly ready. 

It's 2 a.m. when the weather settles. Then the wind los- 
es its breath and draws calm, dreamy draughts of scented 
air. The air gets warmer and there's a delicious stillness 
crystallising through the wild forested night. The thin, 
feathery peppermint leaves stop fluttering and flapping. 
Everything is hushed. The person in the tree shines their 
torch out through the branches making enormous shad- 
ows of hands, boots and leaves. Human shapes and plant 
shapes fuse, flash and zoom across the blank canvas of 
the new road bed. We stand and watch this shadow play 
to the soundtrack of a hooting owl and pun of the snor- 
ing mountains. 




April 30, activists scale loading crane to 
halt shipment of cut logs at Hobart wharf 


When its all set up, the treesit attached, climber/possum 
lodged inside, machines disabled by harmless knots, then we 
find time to sleep. Crawl into the metal caves under the tracks of 
the frozen excavators. Spread tarps on the mud. On cue, it rains 
and the drops find their way down hydraulic arms, along cables 
and exhaust pipes, under the cabin, past the tracks and onto our 
sleeping bags. I wake up with a wet leg and a pool of converg- 
ing drips in my sleeping mat. We shuffle round and endure the 
"plop, plop" long enough to snatch some more rest. 

But at 6 a.m., before sunrise, the moon makes way for a big, 
moving yellow light that flares and hums up the road. They're 
here. Car! Everyone up! It's two utes, contractors, a forestry 
bloke. We exchange empty pleasantries and then retreat back 
around the fire. They're frustrated. We try to explain why we 
need to be here, in this messy mountainside forest with its un- 
kempt, incredible tangle of life. They reckon its barely rooted in 
the ground and better off logged. 

This is always how it is. The strange incontrovertible ritual 
of actions. The sun is rising and teasing the tops of the moun- 
tains. Its pouring pure light down through the wet, slick trunks 
of the peppermints, dazzling off their leaves, lighting all the 
different coloured hunks of mud and stone along the scar of 
the road. Its magic. 

This piece of bush lives out its final days, breathing under the 
orbits of moon and sun and earth and stars. And today, the ma- 
chines stay sleeping and that contented silence reigns. The groan 
and hack and snap of progress banished for a day. That's why 
we're here. To hear the deep, calm breath of the wind. To let the 
forest sleep in. 
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COULD THE JAGUAR BE POISED FOR RECOVERY 
IN THE UNITED STATES? 


By Michael J. Robinson 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service is developing a re- 
covery plan for the jaguar. A recovery plan is a sci- 
ence-based roadmap to getting an endangered species 
away from the brink of extinction, and secure. 

Furthermore, the agency is mapping ouf areas in 
the southwestern US for designation in 2012 as jag- 
uar critical habitat. Critical habitat designation delin- 
eates the areas that are necessary to achieve recovery. 
Federal agencies may not take any actions that would 
adversely modify critical habitat. That proscription is 
why threatened and endangered species with critical 
habitat designated for them have been found to be 
twice as likely to have improving population trends 
as those without. 

That the jaguar will receive these benefits is as- 
tounding given the Fish and Wildlife Service's decades 
of jaguar persecution, followed by further decades of 
maledictory neglect. But these belated and much- 
welcome administrative actions come just as approxi- 
mately 350 miles of the US/Mexico border have been 
walled off, thereby blocking jaguar movements, as 
expanding residential and commercial development 
and new gargantuan copper mines threaten to further 
sever potential jaguar movement corridors in Arizona 
and New Mexico — and with no promise that a federal 
government still enthralled by the livestock industry, 
the jaguar's committed nemesis, will attempt in good 
faith to recover jaguars. 

The Decline of a North American Native 

If potential recovery of the world's third-largest fe- 
lid, after the tiger and the lion, seems a minor miracle 
or perhaps mirage, it is at least as surprising to those 
who may happen upon the news that jaguars are even 
native to the United States. Jaguars were reported in 
North Carolina in 1700 and 1737, Louisiana in 1886, 
Texas up through 1948 when the last of an originally 
"vast number" of jaguars was killed, in northern Colo- 
rado in 1843, New Mexico and Arizona through the 
current era, and California, including the San Francis- 
co Bay area in the early 1800s, with the last one shot 
near Palm Springs around 1860. Indian artifacts and 
accounts suggest an even broader US distribution. 

Not only are jaguars indigenous, but paleontologists 
believe these spotted and occasionally melanistic cats 


evolved in North America before colonizing southern 
climes. They disappeared from most of their US range 
during the nineteenth century due to clearing of forests, 
draining of wetlands, introduction of livestock, and per- 
secution to eliminate a threat to stock and to acquire a 
beautiful pelt In the Southwest, where aridity and rug- 
ged terrain curbed human development, jaguars persist- 
ed longer, not only sheltered by vast roadless areas but 
also bolstered by jaguars emigrating from Mexico. 

In 1915, in response to the general threat of 
livestock predators in the western United States, 
primarily wolves, Congress initiated funding for a 
systematic program of predator extermination to be 
carried out by the US Bureau of Biological Survey, 
previously an agency devoted to scientific research. 
In 1918, the Biological Survey killed its first jaguar 
in the Santa Rita Mountains south of Tucson. In 
1963, the Fish and Wildlife Service, the new name 
since 1940 for the Biological Survey, shot the last 
known female jaguar in the US, in the White Moun- 
tains of eastern Arizona. 

Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) trapped another jaguar 
in the same region the following year, and in 1965 and 
1971 two more jaguars were killed by private citizens in 
southern Arizona. 

In 1972, with the jaguar presumed extinct in the US 
and declining elsewhere in the western hemisphere due 
to habitat loss and hunting, the Fish and Wildlife Service 
placed it on the list of foreign endangered species under 
authority of the 1969 Endangered Species Conservation 
Act. Nonetheless, the agency issued "hardship permits" 
to safari companies to allow their clients to import into 
the US the trophies of jaguars killed in other nations, 
which otherwise would have been illegal. 

After passage of the Endangered Species Act in 1973, 
FWS continued to list the jaguar as endangered only 
outside the US. In 1979, the agency admitted that jag- 
uars should also be protected domestically, maintain- 
ing that only through an "oversight" had it failed to 
do so, and pledged to rectify that oversight "as quickly 
as possible." But it failed to follow through. 

In December 1986, a southern Arizona rancher, 
using two or three successive packs of hounds over 
ten days, hunted down and shot a jaguar in the Dos 
Cabeza Mountains. The slaying did not violate the 
Endangered Species Act because US jaguars were still 
considered extinct rather than endangered. 
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Agencies Kill the Last Known US Jaguar 

In 1992, biologist Tony Povilitis, Ph.D. petitioned to 
list the jaguar as endangered in the US, but Fish and 
Wildlife Service illegally ignored his petition. It wasn't 
until July 1997, as a result of a lawsuit by the Center 
for Biological Diversity, that jaguars in the US finally 
received, federal protection. 

The Endangered Species Act requires, with narrow 
exceptions, that FWS develop recovery plans and des- 
ignate critical habitat for animals and plants that are 
listed as threatened or endangered. Nevertheless the 
agency did not designate jaguar criti- 
cal habitat because, it claimed, that 
would likely make the species more 
vulnerable to poaching. 

Nonetheless Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice stated: "Identification of this 
species' habitat preferences will be 
addressed through the recovery pro- 
cess." But then the agency failed to 
initiate a recovery planning process. 

It did not appoint a jaguar recovery 
team charged with developing a re- 
covery plan. 

Instead, it deferred to a new inter- 
agency group, the Jaguar Conserva- 
tion Team, that had been founded 
and was chaired by the Arizona Game 
and Fish Department in order to 
forestall the jaguar's listing as endan- 
gered in the US. Among other empty 
promises, the Jaguar Conservation 
Team pledged to "provide long-term 
commitments to identify and eventually coordinate 
protection of jaguar habitat." 

Dominated by the livestock industry, the team 
failed to protect any habitat, including even failing 
to meaningfully engage the Department of Homeland 
Security as vegetation was cleared, vehicle routes were 
developed, and most destructively, as a jaguar-proof 
wall was erected in jaguar habitat. 

Slowed to inaction by filibusters in its habitat com- 
mittee, self-pitying perorations on constitutional 
principles in its plenary sessions, and parliamentary 
legerdemain, the "Jaguar Conversation Team," as it 
came to be known, compensated for its anemic record 
by planning to capture a jaguar to affix a radio-collar 
for research. 

Nobody could articulate, however, how the result- 
ing information on jaguar habitat utilization would 
be used for conservation. Objections that capturing a 
jaguar for uncertain benefits did not justify the poten- 
tial risks were swept aside. Furthermore, non-intrusive 
methods of research, including genetic analysis of the 
scat of jaguars that can be located through trained 
scat-sniffing dogs, were dismissed as inadequate, leav- 
ing capturing a jaguar as the interagency group's clear 


preference. Yet, as an endangered species, to make cap- 
turing a jaguar legal, Fish and Wildlife Service would 
first have to issue a permit authorizing such "take." 

On February 18, 2009, a jaguar whose photo had 
been repeatedly taken, first by a hound-hunter in 
1996, and subsequently by trip-cameras, known as 
"Macho B" (his eponymous alphabetic predecessor, 
Macho A, having mysteriously disappeared from the 
same area of southern Arizona years before), was cap- 
tured in a wire snare. The snare had been set by one of 
the Jaguar Conservation Team's central figures, Emil 



Macho B caught in a FWS snare, February 18, 2009. 


McCain, while he was working as a subcontractor for 
Arizona Game and Fish Department capturing moun- 
tain lions and bears for radio-collaring. Ostensibly, 
snaring a jaguar was a happy accident. Game and Fish 
personnel tranquilized, radio-collared and released 
Macho B. Twelve days later, after he did not move as 
far or as frequently as expected following his capture 
and after he was observed ailing, he was re-captured, 
diagnosed as terminally ill from kidney failure, and 
euthanized. 

McCain subsequently pled guilty to violating the 
Endangered Species Act in deliberately and without a 
permit capturing Macho B through baiting, or direct- 
ing a coworker to bait, the supposed cougar or bear 
snare set in a canyon that he knew Macho B traversed, 
with jaguar scat. Arizona Game and Fish also fired a 
low-level employee who had conspired with McCain 
on the cover-up. But the question of involvement of 
highers-up in authorizing or encouraging the capture 
remains unanswered. 

The Interior Department's inspector general, in- 
vestigating Macho B's death, concluded that Arizona 
Game and Fish did not have a permit for the capture, 
and stated that skinning the jaguar to preserve the 
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pelt, undertaken instead of a necropsy because a Fish 
and Wildlife Service supervisor was unfamiliar with 
the word "necropsy," resulted in loss of information 
and left doubt as to what had ailed Macho B. 

Although the entire corpse was not made available 
for a necropsy, some organs were preserved. A veteri- 
nary pathologist who examined the jaguar's kidneys, 
but whose report was never released, told the Arizona 
Daily Star that the organs appeared healthy and that 
Macho B may have just suffered from dehydration. 

Ironically, had the Jaguar Conservation Team moni- 
tored jaguars through a program of locating and ana- 
lyzing their scat, we might have known more about 
Macho B's underlying health than what may be re- 
constructed based on his incomplete remains. 

At its inception in 1997, the Jaguar Conservation 
Team had stated, as part of its case to stave off fed- 
eral protection, that it would "reduce risk of over- 
utilization of the jaguar for commercial, recreation- 
al, scientific, or educational purposes." But 12 years 
later, with little else to show for its efforts, the team 
and its powerbroker (the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department) had killed, for scientific purposes but 
absent the rigor of real science and outside the con- 
straints of federal law, the last known wild jaguar in 
the United States. 

Unnatural Resistance to Habitat Protection 

Five years before Macho B's death, beginning in 
2003, the Center for Biological Diversity filed the first 
of a series of lawsuits to compel critical habitat desig- 
nation and recovery plan development. In response. 
Fish and Wildlife Service renounced its previous ra- 
tionale for not designating critical habitat, admitting 
that the Jaguar Conservation Team and Arizona Game 
and Fish routinely disclose jaguar locations on-line 
and elsewhere — so jaguars would not in fact be made 
more vulnerable by 
maps of critical habitat. 

But the agency prof- 
fered a new rationale 
for the same position: 
critical habitat would 
not be designated be- 
cause no areas in the US qualified as necessary to 
recover the species at large across the entirety of its 
range. And no recovery plan would be developed 
because of the futility of a US agency attempting to 
recover a species whose vast range was almost entirely 
outside US jurisdiction. 

This position ran counter to a 2007 resolution by 
the venerable American Society of Mammalogists, 
that was supported unanimously by the approximate- 
ly 500 of its members attending the organization's 
87th annual meeting held that year in Albuquerque. 
These scientists endorsed development of a recovery 
plan and designation of critical habitat for jaguars, 


and described habitats for jaguars in the US, including 
Arizona and New Mexico, as "vital to the long-term 
resilience and survival of the species . . . especially in 
response to ongoing climate change." The resolution 
added that "ecosystems in the United States in which 
jaguars formerly occurred are not intact without the 
sustained presence of jaguars.” 

In 2009, the court struck down Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice's positions on critical habitat and recovery plan- 
ning, which led the agency to appoint a jaguar recovery 
team to write a recovery plan and draft a critical habitat 
rule for release in 2012. The Center for Biological Di- 
versity has identified, mapped and recommended des- 
ignation of 26 million acres as critical habitat in New 
Mexico and 27 million acres in Arizona. 

Gila Headwaters as a Jaguar Recovery Area 

Although jaguars were once widely distributed in the 
southern US, there are few parts of the jaguar's historic 
northern range that are still capable of supporting these 
top-level carnivores today. The most ecologically intact 
landscape remaining for jaguars is the Gila headwaters 
ecosystem of southwestern New Mexico and south- 
eastern Arizona, at the heart of which are the Gila and 
Apache national forests where Mexican gray wolves 
have been reintroduced. It was in a mixed-conifer for- 
est at 9,000 feet elevation in the Apache National For- 
est where the last known female jaguar was killed in 
1963, attracted by a predator-call and shot by a Fish 
and Wildlife Service sniper. 

Since female jaguars are thought less likely than 
males to roam far from their natal landscape seeking 
mates and establishing new territories, the presence of 
a female dozens of miles from the international bor- 
der suggests that this region may have been the last 
US locale for jaguar reproduction — a sign of its rela- 
tive suitability or at least the relative security that the 

ecosystem afforded 
even decades after jag- 
uar reproduction else- 
where in the US had 
been choked off. 

In significant re- 
spects the ecological 
integrity of the Gila headwaters ecosystem has im- 
proved since the 1960s, due in large part to the late 
1990s removal of livestock from hundreds of miles 
along the Gila River and its tributaries, enabling cot- 
tonwoods, alders, box-elders, sycamores and other ri- 
parian trees to mature, narrowing the river channels 
and improving habitat for many species of wildlife. 

The Gila ecosystem includes millions of acres that 
are roadless, a variety of habitat types including desert 
grasslands and oak woodlands, and thousands of deer, 
javelina, elk, and other potential prey animals. The New 
Mexico Department of Game and Fish identified the 
Gila and Aldo Leopold wilderness areas within the Gila 


TO TRULY CONSERVE THE SIGNIFICANT REMAINING 
ECOSYSTEMS IN WHICH JAGUARS CAN STILL BE 
RECOVERED, CRITICAL HABITAT MUST BE DESIGNATED 
AND A RECOVERY AREA DELINEATED 
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National Forest as having the largest extant of habi- 
tats with the greatest potential for supporting jaguars 
in the southwestern quadrant of the state. 

There still remains potential connectivity for jaguars 
from the Gila to the .nearest known breeding popula- 
tion of jaguars in Mexico, approximately 130 miles 
south of the international border. Indeed, people 
regularly report having seen possible jaguars — though 
none have been confirmed in the Gila headwaters 
ecosystem through a track, photograph or 
carcass since 1964. 

The only region of the US where wild 
jaguars have been confirmed from the 
1970s onward is the sky islands ecosystem 
in southeastern Arizona and southwestern 
New Mexico. This region consists of isolat- 
ed mountain ranges surrounded by desert 
grasslands — though many of those grass- 
lands and the verdant ribbons of green 
alongside the rivers and streams that ran 
through them are now dusty and dry, or 
paved over. This region lies between the 
US/Mexico border and the Gila headwaters 
further north, connected to the latter by 
the Gila River — long seen as a likely route 
for jaguars to reach the Gila. 

The sky islands ecosystem, while vital 
jaguar habitat, cannot be expected to sup- 
port enough jaguars to significantly shore up the 
small and vulnerable northernmost breeding popula- 
tion in Mexico and secure it against extinction. The 
Gila headwaters ecosystem, more ecologically intact, 
wetter, and supporting denser populations of jaguar 
prey animals, but with scant to inconclusive evidence 
of jaguars currently using that habitat, is vital to en- 
suring recovery. 

Welcoming Jaguars Home 

In May 1900, Forest Service ranger Jack Stock- 
bridge witnessed a jaguar killing a calf along Hoyt 
Creek in the Black Range of the Gila National For- 
est, an area of rolling ponderosa forests and grass- 
lands carved by arroyos and steep-walled streams 
that even then were muddied by erosion from cattle 
feeding on and trampling the native vegetation. 
He called the animal the "prettiest thing you ever 
looked at, yellow with black spots," adding that "I 
didn't happen to have any gun. When I got pretty 
close, away went this darned animal off into the 
brush." He informed a local trapper, who caught 
the jaguar nearby and sold its 8-foot, 3-inch pelt in 
Magdalena, New Mexico for $200, to be made into 
a rug. 

On August 25, 1990, Doctors Gerald and Donna 
Jacobi, married biologists teaching at New Mexico 
Highlands University in Las Vegas, New Mexico, were 
driving off from having sampled streams in the Gila 


National Forest, a scant few miles from Stockbridge's 
jaguar encounter on Hoyt Creek ninety years previ- 
ous, when they observed for around 30 seconds "a 
large cat (significantly larger than a bobcat) with a 
long tail, buffy or reddish-brown in overall color and 
with dark-patterned spots over its entire body," lop- 
ing through the trees fifty to sixty feet distant, accord- 
ing to a New Mexico Department of Game and Fish 
memo reporting on their call to the agency. "When 


the car was stopped for a better view, the cat reversed 
its route and then crossed the road about 25-30 yards 
behind the observers." 

Nine decades makes some difference. This cat was 
surely better served by the Jacobis, dedicated to con- 
servation, having contacted the state game departr 
ment — unlike the 1900 jaguar betrayed to a hide- 
hunter. But New Mexico Department of Game and 
Fish failed to investigate the sighting, nor use its au- 
thorities or institutional bully pulpit to promote jag- 
uar recovery. The 1990 jaguar — for what else could 
it have been? — probably had no more opportunity 
to perpetuate its kind than the one hunted down 
nearby in 1900. 

As seen, just when legal protection for US jaguars 
was finally and belatedly secured in 1997, the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service similarly turned a blind eye to the 
jaguar's plight which was a consequence of centuries 
of persecution, including half a century of the Fish 
and Wildlife Service's own active hunting of jaguars. 
Given the growing scientific understanding of the vi- 
tal role that top-level predators play in ensuring the 
health of their ecosystems, such neglect does a grave 
disservice to the public interest expressed in the En- 
dangered Species Act's first statement of purpose, "to 
provide a means whereby the ecosystems upon which 
endangered species and threatened species depend 
may be conserved." 

The Fish and Wildlife Service should not assume that 



A diorama of jaguars in the Sky Islands, American Museam of Natural History 


(Jaguar Recovery Continued) 
the jaguar's present-day 
distribution is the maximal 
area where it can conceiv- 
ably be recovered. Instead, On March 2, 2011 — a date which marks 
the agency and its recovery the two-year anniversary of the killing of 

team should consider the Macho B, the last known wild jaguar in the 

long tenure of the jaguar in US — the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 

North America, its evident declared the eastern cougar to be extinct, 

adaptation to many dif- A status review could not authenticate 

ferent types of landscapes any records of the puma subspecies since 

and disparate prey species, the last confirmed individual was killed 

and the fact that jaguars in 1938 in Maine. Only one other subspe- 

were extirpated not en- cies of puma from the eastern US survives: 

tirely through habitat loss the Florida panther. These panthers once 

but also through a system- ranged throughout the Southeast, but are now besieged by sprawl in a single, remnant popu- 
atic government program lation in South Florida. 

of trapping, poisoning and "Official confirmation of the eastern cougar's extinction is a belated warning that our eco- 
hound-hunting, coupled systems are out of whack," said Michael Robinson, with the Center for Biological Diversity 

with generalized public (CBD). "But we still have a chance to recover the Florida panther by saving habitat in its 

persecution. * current range and reintroducing the animal to its historic range. If we can do that, we'll help 

There is no reason that restore nature's balance at the same time." 
jaguars can not be returned On February 10, 201 1, the CBD petitioned Interior Secretary Ken Salazar to reintroduce Flori- 
to a small portion of their da panthers to the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge and surrounding lands in south Geor- 

originally vast home range gia and north Florida. Reintroduction is called for in the 2008 Florida panther recovery plan, 

in North America, to serve but FWS is stalling, despite three studies identifying Okefenokee as suitable for reintroduction, 

as part of a binational "It is still not too late for the Florida panther," said Robinson. "To save the panther in its ex- 
population that bolsters isting range, the Interior Department must designate critical habitat. To recover the panther 

and significantly expands and bring back the vanishing longleaf pine forest where panthers used to roam, reintroduc- 
in sheer numbers and in tion to the greater Okefenokee ecosystem is essential." 

distribution the vulnerable In February 2010, several groups, including Conservancy of Southwest Florida, Center for 
population now residing Biological Diversity and Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) filed a 
in Mexico. lawsuit challenging the Service's denial of their petitions to designate critical habitat. This 

To achieve a significant designation would give the panther the greatest protection available under the federal Endan- 

boost in jaguar numbers gered Species Act and promote its recovery from the brink of extinction. At present, about 120 

and genetic resilience, Florida panthers survive in the wild, clinging to less than 5 percent of their historical range, 

and to truly conserve the On April 6, 2011, a federal district judge dismissed the groups' lawsuit. The judge's order 
significant remaining eco- recognized the panther's gravely imperiled status, dting prior cases which called the panther 

systems in which jaguars "one of the most endangered large mammals in the world." Nevertheless the judge found 

can still be recovered, that, because the panther was listed as endangered before the critical habitat provisions were 

critical habitat must be added to the Endangered Species Act, the Service’s action was entirely discretionary and 

designated and a recov- therefore not subject to judicial review. 

ery area delineated — not But on April 20, 2011, conservation groups appealed to the 11th Circuit in the hopes of 

just in the sky islands, but finally protecting critical habitat for the cat, which has been listed as endangered for more 

in the Gila headwaters as than 40 years. 

well. It is time to welcome Andrew McElwaine, president of the Conservancy of Southwest Florida, said: "In effect, the 
the jaguar home. judge said the Service does not have to designate critical habitat for the panther because the 

Robinson is a conservation panther has been endangered for too long. We trust the 11th Circuit will reverse." 

advocate for Cerrtet for Bio- Last year, 23 panthers were killed, and at least 11 more have already died in 2011, mostly 

logical Diversity and author of due to collisions with cars. "Unfortunately, the US Fish and Wildlife Service has an extinction 
Predatory Bureaucracy: The strategy rather than a recovery strategy for the Florida panther, "said PEER Director Jeff Ruch, 

Extermination of Wolves and who also noted that the Service's science has been manipulated to mask the truly dire plight 
the Transformation of the of the panther. ' 

West (University Press of Colo- “You can't protect endangered species without protecting the places they live, and that's 

rado, 2005.) He lives in the Gila what needs to happen to give the Florida panther any shot at survival," said Robinson. "We're 

headwaters ecosystem of New confident that the appellate court will recognize that the Interior Department has the author- 
Mexico. References available by ity and the urgent responsibility to protect critical habitat for the panther, which is disappear- 
contacting Robinson directly at ing as gated subdivisions and strip malls replace forests and wetlands in South Florida." 

rnichaelr@biologicaldiversity.org For further information on Florida panther mortality rates: www.FLORiDAPANrHERNET.ORG 
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N oisy fans carve paths of relief through the hot 
thick midsummer air of a classroom at the 
University of Barcelona. Small paper make- 
shift fans flutter like migrating butterflies 
across the rows of tables as thirteen Iraqi scientists from 
the Basra Marine Science Center, University of Basra, 
Iraq, prepare to present their research on the Mesopota- 
mian Marshes, Shatt al Arab River, and Gulf to a group 
of international peers who have convened at the World 
Congress for Middle Eastern Studies, July, 2010. 

This is the first time these scientists have had a chance 
to present their research to an international audience. 
"Scientists in Iraq have been living in a blackout for 
thirty years because of 
the dictatorship. They 
are starved for dialogue 
with the internation- 
al community," said 
Raida Fahmi, Chair of 
Hima Mesopotamia's 
Board of Directors. 

In addition to the 
isolation of Iraqis from 
the rest of the world, 
the Western media has 
played a role in distanc- 
ing and distorting our 
perception of the Iraqi 
people and landscape. 

Search images of Iraq 
on the internet and you will find a landscape with no 
horizon save crumbling buildings. The earth and sky are 
draped a shroud of beige. American soldiers dominate 


the majority of images, women in black wail in grief, 
men scream into cameras, and children stare with eyes 
that appear much older than their years. 

The intellectual blackout imposed by the Baathist re- 
gime, in combination with the Western media's portray- 
al of the Middle East, obscures a vibrant and passionate 
people with a rich cultural and ecological history as well 
as an ecological crisis of tragic proportions occurring 
throughout the Tigris and Euphrates watersheds. The 
media distortion also conceals the people trying to save 
the Tigris, Euphrates, and Mesopotamian Marshes. 

Surrounded by desert to the west and south, the Tigris 
and Euphrates Rivers bring life to the Mesopotamian re- 
gion, and an abundance 
of greenery and diversity 
to the Iraqi landscape. As 
the rivers begin to con- 
verge in southern Iraq, 
they create a system of 
interconnected lakes, 
mudflats, and wetlands 
that historically covered 
over 5,790 square miles 
(15,000 km2), an area 
twice the size of the Ev- 
erglades. This complex 
and diverse ecosystem 
makes up the al Ahwar 
marshes — it is the largest 
system of wetlands in the 
Middle East and Western Eurasia. 

The marshlands support a dazzling array of wild- 
life including one to ten million wintering waterfowl 



Photo ofMa'dan community in 1974, by Nik Wheeler 
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(approximately two-thirds of the western Asian popula- 
tion), the Euphrates soft shelled turtle, and the endan- 
gered endemic Basra reed warbler. The marshes provide 
an economically important fishery and a spawning 
ground for migratory fish and shrimp species that come 
to the marshes from the Gulf to breed. 

Theologians believe the Mesopotamia Marshes are 
the site of the Garden of Eden. They are the birthplace 
of the three Abrahamic religions: Judaism, Christianity, 
and Islam. When healthy the marshes sequester carbon, 
prevent the dust storms now devastating air quality and 
exacerbating health issues, bring essential nutrients to 
the marine environment, and support a traditional cul- 
ture with roots dating back 3000 years. Additionally, the 
marshes support the agricultural production of dates, 
millet, rice and wheat. 

This traditionally managed landscape spans the border 
between southern Iraq and Iran and is home to 350,000 
to 500,000 Ma'dan, or Marsh Arabs. These predomi- 
nantly Shi'ite Ma'dan do not necessarily see themselves 
as part of the arbitrary borders of political boundaries, 
but as belonging to the marshes themselves. Dr. Mi- 
chelle Stevens interviewed some of the Ma'dan that fled 
Iraq to San Diego and recorded their thoughts on the 
relationship with the marshes: "We grow like a bird in 
the marsh. Everything is in front of us. We canoe inside 
the marshes for reeds, for the animals and for fish. . .the 
marshes are like our body, our blood. You cannot miss 
one part. It all should stay as marsh." 

In the Marsh Arab culture, nature and culture are inex- 
tricably intertwined. The Iraqi poet, Dr. Rasheed Bander 
al-Khayoun spoke of the potency of this relationship: 

The people of al Ahwar need water in the 
marshes ... Their spiritual need surpasses the 
material need, since draining the marshes 


means putting the boats out of service and an 
end to regional poetry specific to al-Ahwar, 
and to singing, which can only be performed 
in that theatre of water and reeds and rushes. 
Indeed, draining the marshes means the death 
of a way of life that people have practiced for 
tens of centuries. There is no doubt that the 
people desperately want their environment 
to return to its natural state ... All the people 
dream of is the marshes full with fishes, birds, 
cows, and buffalos with [restored] passage- 
ways and islands, because it is this vision that 
is in harmony with their spiritual heritages as 
found in their songs, poems, and tales. 

The Marsh Arabs have become an integral part of the 
ecosystem through their management of it over thou- 
sands of years. Traditionally, their homes floated on 
carefully crafted islands made of reeds; the structure and 
craftsmanship of the homes date back to the time of the 
Sumerians. Wafer buffalo are a cultural icon and key- 
stone species of the ecosystem; they are vital for survival 
for the Ma'dan culture. 

During the 1980s the marshes became a battle- 
ground of the Iran-Iraq war. In 1991, in an act of cul- 
tural genocide and 'ecocide, Saddam Hussein's regime 
drained 90 percent of the marshes in an attempt to 
flush out resistant factions believed to be taking refuge 
in the marshes. The United Nations Environmental 
Program proclaimed it to be "one of the world's great- 
est environmental disasters." The Ma'dan were forced 
to flee. They became environmental refugees squatting 
on land they held no claim to. Finally, with the fall 
of Saddam Hussein the Ma'dan began returning home 
with their water buffalo as locals began reflooding the 
marshes, breaking down the dikes and dams. In 2003- 
2005, Iraq had good water years 
and local restoration resulted in 
the rehydration of up to 60 percent 
of the marshlands. In some areas 
fish and reeds recovered quickly, 
however, according to the article 
"The Restoration Potential of the 
Mesopotamian Marshes of Iraq" 
published in Science, 2005 by C.J. 
Richardson and colleagues, only 
10 percent of the newiy flooded 
areas were functioning as healthy 
wetland systems. 

The marshes can be geographical- 
ly broken up into three areas. The 
Hammar marsh lies to the south 
and west of the Euphrates, the Cen- 
tral marsh is located between the 
Tigris and Euphrates rivers and the 
Hawizeh marsh is found to the 
east of the Tigris and is fed both 




by the confluence of Tigris and the Karkeh River that runs 
through Iran. In October 2008, the Haweizeh marsh was 
added to the List of Ramsar Wetlands of International 
Importance. The same year Iran began diverting water 
from the Karkheh River, drying this spectacular marsh. ' 

In fact, water diversions in Turkey, Syria, and Iran 
coupled with several years of drought are devastating 
the Marshes and the Iraqi people at large. Last summer 
hydroelectric plants along the Euphrates were forced to 
shut down, leaving people with no electricity in tem- 
peratures as high as 135 degrees Fahrenheit. A recent ar- 
ticle in Radio Free Europe noted that according to, Aoun 
Dhiab, the Director of the National Center for Water Re- 
sources, [Iraq], "the Tigris and Euphrates rivers are ‘in 
a dire state,' especially the Euphrates, 'which has been 
reduced to a mere creek due to insufficient quantities of 
water released by Turkey and Syria.'" Additionally, the 
UN recently released a report that the Tigris and Euphra- 
tes could be completely dry by 2040. 

Reduced flows to the Shatt al Arab River (created 
by the confluence of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers) 
have resulted in a decrease of nutrients available to 
marine life and fisheries. Additionally, the reduction 
of fresh water flows allowed the intrusion of salt wa- 
ter into the rivers as far north as Basra. The water is 
not only salty but increasing in temperature. These 
changes in the aquatic environment have reduced 
shad populations by 75 percent and are adversely af- 
fecting other aquatic organisms such as shrimp and 
the fisheries that rely on them. 

In April 2009 the Basra Marine Science Center hosted 
the fourth International Conference on the Rehabilita- 
tion of the Iraqi Southern Marshes. Because of her years 
of work with wetlands and Nature Iraq (Iraq's first con- 
servation organization performing restoration work in 
the marshes), conference organizers asked Stevens to be 
the keynote speaker. Stevens describes the experience 
of arriving in Basra: "The environment I witnessed in 
Basra had shattered buildings and rivers so polluted with 
the algae (Dunaliella sp) that the water turned bright 
pink. Garbage was everywhere, and stray dogs snuffled 
through the garbage, well fed but in ill health. Heavy 
particulates from dust caused the air to appear sepia- 
toned and visibility was similar to dense fog. . .Reduced 
flows have exacerbated water quality problems." In fact, 
the second leading cause of death among Iraqi children 
is diarrhea from drinking polluted water. 

Frustrated that the many local conferences held in- 
side Iraq were doing little to create meaningful change 
in upstream water use, five hundred scientists attending 
the conference in Basra signed a petition to "appeal to 
governments of the neighboring countries and interna- 
tional societies to help by insuring and assigning a spe- 
cific share of water for the Mespotamian Marshes. For 
thousands of years the cultures and ecosystem of the 
al Ahwar marshes have flourished and been sustained 
through life giving waters, we request enough water to 


restore and preserve the biodiversity and long lasting 
cultural heritage of this region". 

Additionally, Dr. Ali Malik, Director of the Basra Marine 
Science Center (BMSC), and Dr. Adil Yousif al- Handal 
(BMSC) asked Stevens to help them organize a confer- 
ence outside of Iraq to inform the international com- 
munity on emergency freshwater scarcity for the people 
and marshes of southern Iraq. "We want the world to 
hear our voice," said Dr. Yousif, "We held several con- 
ferences in Iraq about the marsh problem but these re- 
mained local, and no one outside Iraq could know about 
it, we have very bad contact with the outside world due 
to the ongoing situation." 

In response, Dr. Stevens contacted Matthew Hall and 
Tony Miller (Centre for Middle Eastern Plants, Royal Bo- 
tanic Garden Edinburgh), organizers for" the World Con- 
gress for Middle Eastern Studies, Barcelona (WOCMES), 
Spain 2010, to arrange two symposia featuring the work 
of ten Iraqi scientists on biodiversity. 

The call for international help from the Iraqi scientists 
and the organizing of the two symposia prompted the 
formation of the non-profit Hima Mesopotamia: Water 
and Peace in the Middle East. Stevens organized round- 
table discussion at WOCMES to discover the best role for 
the international community and Hima Mesopotamia 
in this ecological crisis. 

Dr. Nadia Al-Mudaffar Fawzi, Assistant Professor of 
Marine and Environmental Pollution, Marine Chemis- 
try Department, BMSC, brought an incredible amount 
of expertise, insight, and focus to both the panels and 
the roundtable and played an integral role in shaping 
the mission of Hima Mesopotamia. Dr. Fawzi was the 
only Iraqi woman from the BMSC at the conference. Her 
approach to the crisis in the watershed is inclusive and 
holistic, "We must work to protect the entire Tigris and 
Euphrates watershed, not just the Mesopotamian marsh- 
es," she said. She is currently working in the marshes 
conducting socioeconomic studies and interviewing 
Ma'dan women who may not otherwise be accurately 
represented in such studies. 

Dr. Fawzi's holistic approach to the watershed found 
consensus among the roundtable participants at WOC- 
MES. Other ideas included the necessity of looking at 
solutions on a local, regional, and international scale; 
the importance of a socially inclusive response includ- 
ing economic concerns, business leaders and unlikely 
allies (such as working with oil companies to obtain 
water through mitigation) in solutions; the creation of 
a network of support, outreach, and communication 
with and between grassroots organizations along the Ti- 
gris and Euphrates watersheds; and finally, and perhaps 
most importantly, telling the stories of the scientists and 
traditional and local people living along the watershed. 

The discussion between Iraqi scientists (with hands- 
on experience with the watershed and firsthand knowl- 
edge of the local and regional situation) and the larger in- 
ternational community generated and clarified Hima's 



purpose and mission: Hima Mesopotamia strives to con- 
nect people working on water issues throughout the Middle 
East and to draw the support of the international community 
to these groups by telling their stories. 


Our Vision: The restoration and maintenance of 
the ecology and cultural heritage of the Tigris Euphrates 
watershed. 

Our Mission: To nurture the eco-cultural heritage of 
the Tigris-Euphrates watershed through 

1) Outreach, coordination and capacity-building among 
grassrootsorganizationsworkingthroughoutthewatershed, 
policy makers, and the international community. 

2) Synthesis of scientific information and traditional 
and local knowledge. 

3) Providing a forum for cultural and environmental 
information exchange between individuals, local, 
national, and international groups via art, media, public 
speaking and scientific conferences. 


At the conference in Barcelona, a young Turkish 
researcher told Stevens about Doga Dernegi — a grass- 
roots movement opposing the Ilusu dam which would 
rival Three Gorges Dam in China. In order to meet 
European Union greenhouse gas emission require- 
ments, Turkey turned to hydroelectric power and is 
currently building 1700 new dams (many in Kurdish 
areas) along the watersheds. These dams will affect 
over 2 million people in Turkey and will drastically 
reduce water flows downstream. When Dr. Stevens 
traveled to Turkey, she found that while many of the 
dams may not be stopped, their operations could be 
improved. Currently, water is held behind the dams 
for 2-5 hours. This completely dewaters the riverbed, 
then a surge of 3 meters of water is sent downstream. 
These conditions create an environment in which 
aquatic and riparian life cannot hope to survive. The 
World Bank and the European Union refused to fund 
the dam. No environmental or social assessments have 
been done by the government and no consideration 
for archaeological sites has been made. The Ilusu dam 
will drown the 10,000 year old city of Hasankeyf. 

While in Turkey to conduct research on public opin- 
ion about the dam and learn about the ecological con- 
ditions of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, Stevens met 
with Dicle Tuba Kill? and Engin Yikmaz of Doga Der- 
negi in Istanbul, in the lush garden of the Sphendon 
Hotel. She arranged a meeting with Doga Dernegi's 
President, Guven Eken. The connection galvanized a 
partnership working for social justice and ecological 
integrity along Mesopotamia's two rivers. Following 
the meetings with Doga Dernegi, the group arranged 
for Dr. Stevens' travel and research on the Tigris and 
Euphrates Rivers for the next three weeks. Stevens vis- 
ited dams and talked to engineers and evaluated eco- 
logical and social conditions on each watershed. 

Today, Hima Mesopotamia is gathering international 


support, and has an international advisory board includ- 
ing members from Nature Iraq, Basra Marine Science 
Center, Kuwait Institute of Scientific Research, Doga 
Dernegi, Institute Of Oceanography & Fisheries, Alex- 
andria, Egypt, International Buffalo Federation, Royal 
Botanic Garden Edinburgh, Centre for Environmental 
Stewardship and Conservation, Pakistan Wetlands Pro- 
gramme, and researchers from Universities across the 
United States. 

Additionally, Hima Mesopotamia is planning two 
symposia for the Society of Ecological Restoration Inter- 
national conference in Merida, Mexico. The symposia 
will bring together representatives from Iraq, Turkey, 
and Kuwait for the first time. Communication among 
grassroots organizations and scientists along the water- 
sheds until now has been virtually non-existent and is 
vitally important to creating equitable water allocation 
and the restoration of the ecosystems. 

It seems that after several decades of war in Iraq, we 
forget that people are never solely victims but are filled 
with vibrancy, passion, love, art, dreams, and hope. We 
forget that humanity's battlegrounds are also ecological 
systems. Wildlife and people are both affected by war. 
Additionally, when we think of the instruments of war, 
we tend to think of human technologies such as aircraft, 
missiles, automatic weapons, and tanks. Amidst stories 
of the dominant contemporary world view that tell us 
we are separate from the natural we forget that the arse- 
nals of war include the manipulation or management of 
ecological life support systems in acts of biocide. Water 
will be one of the most divisive issues in the coming 
years. We have the unique opportunity to use water as 
a way to encourage cooperation and help heal cultural 
strife in this ecologically and culturally rich region. 

For more information visit: 

WWW.HIMA-MESOPOTAMIA.ORG 

To follow Dr. Stevens research in Iraq and Turkey visit: 

WWW.IRAQMARSHRESOTRATION.BLOGSPOT.COM 

Tova Fleming is a student at CSU Sacramento, and has been 
working on the formation of Hima Mesopotamia with Dr. Mi- 
chelle Stevens for the past year. She is currently serving on the 
Board for Hima, and hopes to pursue graduate studies focused 
on the relationship between story and restoration ecology. 

Dr. Michelle Stevens is an assistant professor at California 
State University, Sacramento, in the Environmental Studies De- 
partment. She has been working on the cultural and ecological 
restoration of the Mesopotamian Marshes since 2001, inspired 
by working as Project Manager for Suzie and Azzam Alwash 
working on the Eden Again Project. She is now executive direc- 
tor of the Hima Mesopotamia: Water and Peace in the Middle 
East NGO, and can be reached at stevensm@csus.edu 
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DECLARATIOn OF FATinUITZ 

inDiomous ahd tnnrano rnRsrncuYn^ on the cunm crises ahd false somnons 



D uring the days April 2 and 
3, 2011, more than 300 del- 
egates of regional campesino 
and indigenous organizations gath- 
ered in the Forum: Indigenous and 
Campesino Prespectives on the Climate 
Crisis and the False Solutions, to dia- 
logue and analyze the situation in 
which our communities are living 
right now. During these dialogues, 
the memory of our compahero 
Porfirio Encino was present among 
us; eight years after his passing, his 
acts and his thinking continue to 
live in our hearts. 

We came from different parts of 
the State of Chiapas to unite with 
our brothers and sisters from the 
jungle of Ocosingo; over the course 
of two days we shared the challenges 
that we see arising at the local, state, 
and national level. 

Following our discussions, we 
condude: 

1. The peoples and communi- 
ties of Chiapas reject policies that 
benefit only large national and in- 
ternational-capital interests. These 
policies are manifestations of the 
neoliberal project that dominates 
the planet, and is provoking more 
poverty, marginalization, and 
exclusion of campesinos and in- 
digenous peoples in Chiapas and 
around the world. 

2. The poorest of the poor find 
ourselves in a permanent crisis. In 
the world and in our country, we 
hear about the food crisis, the cli- 
mate crisis, and the economic crisis. 
But in our communities we have a 
permanent crisis whose history is 
in the history of the Conquest and 
in the governments whose prime 
objective is the continual enrich- 
ment of the dominant class. Public 
money is used to enrich the po- 


litical and economic classes of this 
country, with only crumbs given to 
the people through poverty allevia- 
tion programs, which, themselves, 
are a business for corrupt bureau- 
crats and service providers. These 
programs do not address the root 
causes of poverty. 

3. As indigenous and peasant com- 
munities we are being denied the re- 
sponsibility of feeding our people. 
Now, it is the transnational corpora- 
tions that produce, distribute, and 
commercialize food, and who also 
want to appropriate the seeds that 
we've developed and improved over 
the course of thousands of years. 
The government would prefer that 
our communities be fed by foreign- 
ers, rather than desiging and pro- 
moting public policies that support 
the production, distribution, and 
sale of food from our own commu- 
nities, which would simultaneously 
serve to* strengthen peasant and in- 
digenous agricultural production. 

4. The current food crisis also 
signifies an increase in the price of 
food, which means that every day 
we have less economic capacity to 
purchase basic staples. In indig- 
enous and campesino communities, 
access to food is made even more 
difficult due to our low levels of in- 
come and because the marginaliza- 
tion we suffer makes price increases 
that much more difficult to bear. For 
this reason, it is necessary that we be 
able to continue producing our own 
food and that small-scale agriculture 
be recognized as the most viable 
method for food production and for 
cooling the planet. 

5. Our lands and territories are 
at risk. The conservation programs 
that are being implemented today 
have as their primary goal the trans- 


formation of our natural resources 
into commodities. 

6. We express our urgent concern 
about disinformation regarding the 
REDD Program [Reducing Emissions 
from Deforestation and Forest Deg- 
radation in Developing Countries, 
a United Nations program] as it is 
being implemented in the Lacan- 
don Jungle. We consider that in the 
medium and long term it will not 
benefit the peoples and communi- 
ties that live here, but that it will 
benefit the transnational corpora- 
tions that stand to make huge prof- 
its from the carbon market. It will 
generate the privatization of forests, 
the expulsion of communities, and 
increasing financial speculation. 
Carbon markets are one of the false 
solutions to global warming being 
promoted by transnational corpo- 
rations and governments. 

7. In Chiapas, the operation of 
REDD has already begun stimulat- 
ing landgrabs from pueblos and 
communities. Three facts confirm 
this: 1) the agreement signed be- 
tween the government of California, 
USA (the most polluting state in the 
world) and the government of Chia- 
pas for the sale of carbon credits; 2) 
the decree of the Law for Adaptation 
and Mitigation of Climate Change 
in the State of Chiapas on Decem- 
ber 7, 2010, and 3) the signing of the 
Pact for Respect and Conservation 
of the Lacandon Jungle in December 
of 2010 to give economic support to 
the landholders of the Lacandon 
community to preserve the jungle 
and allow the sale of carbon credits 
to the government of California. 

8. Global warming will not be 
solved by the privatization of 
natural resources. Its root causes 
can be traced to current models of 



production, distribution, consump- 
tion, and commerce, which are 
based in the concentration of capi- 
tal (more wealth for the few); mas- 
sive consumption of fossil fuels (oil); 
overproduction and free trade. All 
of these are characteristics of trans- 
national capital, which is seeking to 
continue expanding its dominance 
over the entire planet. 

I n these moments, in which 
peoples and communities, and 
specifically the Lacandon jungle, 
are subject to the multiple pressures 
of landgrabs, incomplete processes 
of agrarian reform, extreme poverty 
and conflict over natural resources, 
indigenous and campesino organiza- 
tions manifest that: 

1. We need access to adequate in- 
formation in order to decide how 
to best confront global warming. 
The Federal and State governments 
give priority to solutions proposed 
by transnational corporations and 
international governments, rather 
than hearing the demands voiced by 
campesinos and indigenous peoples. 

2. The REDD program is not a so- 
lution to global warming. Its objec- 
tive is the privatization of carbon, 
land, air, seeds, water and other 
resources. Its final objective is that 
industrialzed countries "buy" the 
right to pollute, at the cost of the 
lands, territories, and natural re- 
sources of the indigenous peoples 
and peasant farmers. 

3. We demand that conservation 
programs must be sustained by the 
vision and practice of indigenous 
and campesino communities. We are 
convinced that smallholder peasant 
farming and community forestry 
can cool the planet. 

4. The production of food is a 
family and community obligation. 
The policies of the Federal and 
State governments should be ori- 
ented toward the food sovereignty 
of our peoples. We close the door 
to the transnationals. 

5. Those of us in this Fomm value 
sustainable peasant agriculture. For 
this reason we insist that it is the so- 
lution to both the food crisis and the 


crisis of global warming that we are 
suffering today. 

6. We demand that primary and 

secondary education take into ac- 
count ecological perspectives on 
global warming, and the solutions 
proposed by our peoples. But it is 
also important that we design and 
implement our own programs of 
environmental education, in ways 
that are autonomous and in solidar- 
ity with civil society organizations 
whose ethic is to accompany popu- 
lar struggles. We reject those who 
join our work in order to attempt to 
discredit us later. 7 . 

7. As peoples and communities 
we take the conservation of natu- 
ral resources into our own hands. 
We will be fomenting new forms 
of organization for action and pro- 
test to make our initiatives and our 
proposals heard. 

8. We are moving toward a con- 

stant mobilization to awaken the 
consciousness of our compafieros and 
companeras throughout the region. 
We need to generate more informa- 
tion in our communities, aware of 
the fact that television and the press 
are all in the pocket of the govern- 
ment, and always speak in the gov- 
ernment's favor. We are aware that 
the reality behind what the media 
portrays, is other. \ * 

9. We promote the defense of 
our native seeds, which is nec- 
essary to recuperate and restore 
our agrarian history, in order to 
improve our crops. We resist the 
privatization of seeds by interests 
such as Monsanto. 

10. We will implement commu- 
nity laws to procure the conserva- 
tion of natural resources and the 
establishment of agroecology for 
food production. 

11. We call for an immediate halt 
to the theft of lands, territories, and 
natural resources in the Lacandon 
Jungle. Respect for the word and the 
life of those who live here. 

12. We reject the rights recently 
approved by the Congress, which 
puts our lands and our indigenous 
and campesino territories at risk. No 
to the sale of land in our communi- 


ties! We defend our right to live. 

13. This Fomm appreciates the 
message sent by the compafieros of 
the Global Justice Ecology Project of 
California and Vermont in the Unit- 
ed States of America. In the same 
sense, we are committed to strength- 
ening and linking our struggles in 
order to achieve climate justice. 

14. We offer our solidarity to 
the Tzeltal educational project of 
Guaquitepec in the municipality 
of Chilon, promoted by Patronato 
Pro education Mexicano AC. We 
denounce the government's contri- 
bution to the theft of lands by those 
who have appropriated the social 
and educational infrastructure of in- 
digenous education. 

15. From Patihuitz Ocosingo, we 
send our voice in solidarity with 
the 35 families of the OCEZ-CNPA- 
MLN in the municipality of Chico- 
muselo, who suffered the burning 
of their houses and the theft of 
their belongings. We demand pun- 
ishment of those responsible, who- 
ever they may be. 

16. We call for the unity of 
all peoples and indigenous and 
campesino communities, and for all 
of our organizations to defend our 
lands, our territories, and our natu- 
ral resources. We call for a struggle 
in defense of life. 

Walk without hurry, but with 
meaning and with conviction. 

I 

— Porfirio Encino HernAndez 
Patihuitz, Ocosingo, Chiapas, 
April 3, 2011 
Signed by: Comision Ejecutiva Na- 
tional; UNORCA; Coalition de Or- 
ganizations Autonomas de Ocosingo 
(CO AO Ocosingo); ARIC Indepen- 
diente y Democratica; Coordination 
Region Avellanal; Coordination Region 
Patihuitz; Coordination Region Agua 
Azul; Coordination Region Amador 
Hernandez; ARIC Union de Uniones; . 
Coordination Region Patihuitz; Co- 
ordination Region Batzil Winiketie; 
Yachil Atel; Organization Regional de 
Cafeticultores de Ocosingo (ORCAO); 
ALIADOS AC; Union Democratico 
del Pueblo (UDP); Patronato Pro-Ed- 
ucation Mexicana AC 
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"This is not oil drilling. It's not even mining. It is terrestrial skinning. Vast, vivid landscapes are being gutted, left 

monochromatic gray." — Naomi Klein 


Into the Muskeg Swamps of Northern Alberta: 

A Brief Ideological History of the Tar Sands 

For those who arc familiar with pictures of mountaintop removal sites, imagine a mine that looks the same only not constrained by the 
topography. Tar sands mines in Canada stretch from horizon to horizon leaving the land a veritable moonscape specked with the worlds largest 
earth-moving trucks and shovels, dots of yellow compared to the totality of the mine itself, meandering slowly about picking at the muck. 



Northern Rockies Rising Tide & supporters protest Conoco Shipments, Missoula MT, March 10, 201 1 
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By Nickle 

Herman Kahn, Born 1922 in the United States, 
was a preeminent futurist of the later half of 20th 
century. Futurology is a not-so-well-known corner 
in the arena of probability where scientists and aca- 
demics attempt to systematically predict the future 
through a combination of basic assumptions re- 
garding human nature and current political dramas. 
Herman Kahn was a major player in this field in the 
60s and 70s. 

At the time, Kahn was known for taking an unsa- 
vory tack in the field, delving into the realm of the 
unthinkable. For instance, post-nuclear war scenari- 
os and human reactions took the form of a logistical 
game for Kahn. In such a circumstance, he posited, 
nuclear fallout would just be one of life's general 
unpleasantries, the much feared rise in birth defects 
would be negligible since they wouldn't happen to 
everybody, and radioactive food could be fed to the 
elderly because they would die anyway before the 
onset of cancer. Because of his willingness to engage 
with the distasteful, Kahn was admired by nuclear 
arms disarmament activists, such as Bertrand Rus- 
sell, for this descriptive analysis of what the future 
might hold, and hated by others who thought that 
positing the consequences of nuclear war and fall- 
out made the possibility that much more likely. 

However, there is a certain kind of shortsighted- 
ness in Kahn's line of reasoning; one specific ele- 
ment which also appears, over and over again, in US 


policy decisions regarding foreign affairs, the econ- 
omy, and, specifically, the future of energy develop- 
ment. It was his visions for the future which were 
always ones of a certain kind of unending hopeful- 
ness, of overcoming, of the indefatigable nature of 
the human race to plow through whatever problem 
arose. Man would never die because he would al- 
ways adapt, create, and thrive. However, Khan be- 
lieved we would do this regardless of how bad we 
may make the circumstances for living, and that 
therefore consequences of decisions could in some 
ways be ideologically circumvented. For Kahn, fears 
regarding possible human and environmental con- 
sequences of actions, when held up against short 
term gain, became negligible. Today, this ideology 
seems to be a bedrock for resource development, 
especially oil development, worldwide. It doesn't 
matter what we do today, what irreparable damage 
we commit, there will always be a way around it in 
the future. 

Kahn took a note from another visionary, this 
time from the oil industry. M. King Hubbert worked 
for Shell and was the first to predict the peak and 
eventual decline of US oil production in the 1950s. 
Hubberts work later became the basis for a number 
of peak-oil scenarios. In the 1950s Texas oil rodeo, 
any thought of wells running dry was downright 
laughable. Hubbert was almost run offstage, but by 
the early 1970s it was hard to argue anything other 
than the demise of US preeminence in the field of 
oil resource production. Texas Oil had peaked and 






Delicate Arch, Arches National Park, Utah 


where in the world; Hugo 
Chavez, boasting the sec- 
ond largest pocket. Utah, 
Russia, Congo, and 
Madagascar all contain 
smaller but significant 
deposits. However, bar- 
| rel for barrel, the indi- 
vidual holdings of both 
Canada and Venezuela 
more oil than 
Iraqi reserves. 
In Canada, the tar sands 
cover an area the size of 
the UK; Venezuela holds 
deposits about a third of 


contain 
- Saudi or 


the US was currently 
importing almost one 
third of its oil from 
OPEC countries. 

In 1973, the US was 
recoiling from the oil 
embargo presented by 
OPEC which led to 
high prices, oil short- 
ages, and lines of cars 
stretching for blocks 
bleating at each other 
for their turn at the 
pump. Thus, ideologi- 
cally armed, in 1973 
Kahn flew to Montreal 
to propose that Canada delve into the tar sands. 

The Alberta Tar Sands already held a strip mine and 
upgrader located on the banks of the Athabaska River, 
erected by oil visionary J. Howard Pew (of the future 
Pew foundation). Pew's enterprise had been losing 
money for decades by mining and refining the most 
expensive oil in the world. The gamble that Pew had 
made, and that Kahn was urging the Canadian and US 
Governments to take in a larger degree, was based on 
the notion that as future oil reserves would run out, 
the harder-to-refine and more expensive forms of pe- 
troleum would take center stage, revamping the world 
energy economy and placing Canada and the US back 
in a central position. Kahn's predictions regarding 
the future of the industry would prove correct. The 
only thing off was his timing. The future boom in the 
tar sands wouldn't happen for another 30 years, but 
when it finally hit, it would prove to be something 
that even Khan couldn't have imagined. 

You say oil, we say tar 

Tar Sands are a thick, black, mucky mixture of water, 
clay, sand, and hydrocarbons, hard as a hockey puck, 
and good for patching a canoe. The eventual product, 
after rolling up the forest, exhuming the earth, mix- 
ing it with water, heating it, skimming it, upgrading 
it, mixing it again (this time with light crude), piping 
it, refining it and finally shipping it, is oil. 

Well, kind of. Oil is generally conceived of as having 
come from light or heavy crude. Think Texas oil fields 
slooshing black rain and striking it rich. Technically 
speaking, tar sands are bitumen. Bitumen is, basical- 
ly, the lowest grade oil product on the world shelf. It 
takes huge amounts of energy to refine to something 
that is relatively useful. Refining bitumen means huge 
amounts of water consumed, natural gas burned, 
and a carbon footprint that can be seen from space, 
along with the tailings ponds, strip mines, roads, and 
clearcuts through the northeast quarter of Alberta. 

Even though most of the focus regarding tar sands 
mining is in Canada, there are tar sand deposits else- 


that size. In all, tar sands represent about two thirds 
of the remaining oil reserves in the world. 

Tar sands mining around the world belongs to the 
same burgeoning, bottom of the barrel, once-this-is- 
gone-there'll-be-nothing-left field of the energy in- 
dustry as fracking, extremely deep sea drilling, and 
polar pursuits. The term "unconventional oils" hardly 
begins to describe them. For the tar sands, the process 
of separating the bitumen from the sand and clay can 
only be described as brute force. In general, the ratio 
of energy input to barrel output in normal light crude 
operations is about 1:100, meaning the energy con- 
tained in one barrel of oil will produce 100 new bar- 
rels during extraction and processing. For tar sands, 
that ratio drops to about 1:3. 

In Cahada, water is used in such extreme quantities 
that tar sands production accounts for about 65 per- 
cent of water withdrawals from the Athabaska River. 
This water is then heated by huge amounts of natural 
gas, mixed with the tar sands and other chemicals, 
and shaken about to separate the oil for skimming. 
The leftover water is then returned to tailings ponds 
that boast the largest earthen dams in the world. That 
condensed o)l/water/chemical slurry then leaks from 
the ponds back into the Athabaska River at about a rate 
of one billion gallons of toxic water per year, resulting 
in unfathomable rates of arsenic in food supplies and 
rare forms of cancer in downriver First Nations com- 
munities. The water leakage from the tailings ponds 
could go up to about 6.6 billion gallons per year if 
future projections regarding development are true. 

In other parts of the world, the risks associated with 
tar sands mining are compounded by the usually dev- 
astating relationship between oil giants and European 
banks to developing countries. In Madagascar, for in- 
stance, the multinational French company Total S.A., 
one of the six "supermajor" oil powers in the world, 
has been accused of overthrowing the democratically 
elected government because of it's lack of support for 
tar sands operations. In the Congo, the Italian oil com- 
pany Eni signed a deal in 2008 that combined both tar 
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sands production and the largest palm oil project on 
the planet. The size of the project is 1790 km square 
(1,113 miles), and even though Eni claims no rainfor- 
est or areas of high biodiversity will fall within the 
proposed zone, privately their estimates show that 50 
to 70 percent of the tar sands covers these highly sen- 
sitive areas. 

Boomtown or Bust 

Much of the focus and the history of tar sands min- 
ing lies in Canada. In some ways, the history of Cana- 
da's tar sands can be seen as a road map that any area 
slated for future development would probably follow. 
Kahn's vision of the future of tar sands development 
included what he saw as a rush and boom of the re- 
source, along with some unavoidable consequences. 
What Kahn's vision didn't contain was the level of 
destruction that mining the Alberta fields would cause 
and just how far the tentacles of big oil would reach. 

Fort McMurray today is a boom town the likes of 
which only our great-grandparents would remember, 
and it comes with all the social hallmarks of such a 
place. Workers are flooding into Alberta from all cor- 
ners of the world to work short stints in the oil fields. 
The thousands of homes needed to accept them can't 
be built quickly enough, many are flown in and out 
from not so nearby cities. 

Work camps, those bastions of company-paid "liv- 
ing quarters," spot the area surrounding Fort McMur- 
ray. Company officials have made a policy of keep- 
ing the accommodations poor, lonely, and boring in 
order to prevent workers from skipping work. The 
influx of immigrant workers means that companies 
can exploit cheaper labor while visiting workers wait 
the two years before receiving their landed immigrant 
status. Women working in the oil fields have an es- 
pecially hard time, facing severe sexual harassment, 
lower wages, and issues with gouging landlords and 
domestic abuse. 

Downstream, the consequences of the mines take 
on a different and more deadly tone. Canada's First 
Nations communities have been facing inflated rates 
of rare forms of cancer. Fish pulled from the river 
for food are often covered with cancerous sores and 
sometimes boast two mouths. Arsenic levels in moose 
meat were once claimed to have been 300 times the 
normal safe standard for human consumption. When 
the Alberta government got a hold of this data and 
conducted their own study, they found that levels 
were only 33 times the normal safe limit. 

In 2007, Dr. John O'Connor, a community health 
provider in the First Nations community of Ft. Chipew- 
yan, was accused of "causing undue alarm" when he 
drew the connection between rare cancers in the com- 
munity and the leaking mines just to the north. Of- 
ficials found O'Connor's conduct as a "whistleblower" 
unacceptable. ,His license was suspended, pending an 


investigation by the Alberta College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, and even though three years later he did 
return to practicing medicine, the take home story is 
this: where the mines and money go, all must follow lock- 
step, health concerns be damned. 

The reach of tar sands production in Canada defies 
conventional reason. Proposals on the table for a se- 
ries of huge pipelines to be built carrying oil and natu- 
ral gas makes the analogy to an octopus, both meta- 
phorical and visual. Of major concern is the Northern 
Gateway pipeline to be built from Alberta to the Brit- 
tish Columbia coast. Pumping tar sands to the coast 
and from there taking it south or west, would result 
in the lifting of a ten-year ban on oil shipping that 
was originally imposed because of the consequences 
of the Exxon Valdez spill. Leaking oil pipelines in the 
US would span the shallow Ogallala Aquifer, the larg- 
est in the world. 

A Vision for the Future 

Today Alberta has a booming petroified economy. 
The Boreal forest is being scraped to it's core. The riv- 
ers are being poisoned and what is happening to First 
Nations peoples is tantamount to genocide. In many 
ways, it’s all just beginning. In the last few years, per- 
mits for tar sands mines in Alberta have skyrocketed, 
to the extent that health and regulatory agencies 
don't have the resources to keep up and surrounding 
communities are being silenced. 

There is a common assumption that rising oil prices 
will provide an incentive for cleaner development 
and that the industry will take care of itself somehow. 
In reality, the future looks a lot more pessimistic. In 
the end, the problem isn't so much the lack of oil in 
the world, but the abundance of the remaining dirty 
fuels; coal, gas, shale, tar sands, to name a few. Unless 
we change something big, we may continue to follow 
Kahn's trajectory toward an unthinkable future. 



Locals protest first Conoco/Phillips Megaload shipment in Lewiston, Idaho 
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2011 Round 

By Garlic 
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How about a little information on where 
you are going this summer for the Earth 
First! Rendezvous, to wet your whistle, as 
they say? This is the land of breathtak- 
ing natural beauty, where you are afraid 
to look away, burning these images into 
your nature-starved psyche. When you 
are back in New York or Columbus or 
Boston, I want the Bitterroot memories 
to obliterate skyscrapers and the solitude 
and peacefulness to drown out the rag- 
ing traffic. Did you know we have more 
stars here than in other states? Maybe it 
just seems that way when the Milky Way 
is the backdrop of your dreams and you 
can manage a midnight pee by starlight. 

The Northern Rockies — the Wild 
Rockies — hosts so much large fauna, it’s 
hard to wrap your mind around all the 
diversity from moose, black bear, mule 
deer, white-tailed deer, elk, bighorn 
sheep, mountain goat, wolves, and moun- 
tain lions and so many more. Yes, moun- 
tain lions slinking under the sheer walls 
of Trapper Peak at a mere 10,157 feet. 


A large portion of the granite mass broke 
off and slid 50 miles to the east creating 
the Sapphire Range in Montana and leav- 
ing the eastern edge of the Bitterroots with 
a cool 25 degree angle. Then the glacial 
ice sheets carved through the mountains, 
leaving the bowl on Trapper Peak, and 
beautiful long sloping valleys. Like most 
of Idaho and Montanas wilderness, you 
have to pinch yourself, it’s so majestic. 

The headwaters of the Selway and Bit- 
terroot rivers also begin here. The Selway 
flows for 47 miles through the heart of the 
Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness. This river 
is especially unique because it is the only 
one in the US to receive instant inclusion 
in both the Wild and Scenic system and the 
.Wilderness Preservation System. It rush- 
es through stands of Western Red Cedar, 
Doug Fir and Ponderosa Pine joining the 
Clearwater in north-central Idaho. 

With the continued development of the 
Alberta tar sands, this wilderness now sits 
on a shipment route for machinery from 
the Port of Lewiston north. Come stand 
with us in the Bitterroot and act to stop 
these mega-loads that are cutting through 
the Northern Rockies and contributing 
to the devastation of Alberta’s boreal for- 
est. You’re welcome to stay, you know, and 
spend the summer defending this quintes- 
sential western experience from the oily 
hands of resource extraction. Help us keep 
this dream alive. There are worse things 
you could be doing with your time... See 
you in July! 


The Bitterroot Mountains 

The Bitterroot Range is a geological 
wonderland located on the eastern edge 
of the Idaho Batholith. Formed over 
200 million years ago, as molten granite 
pushed through the earth’s crust send- 
ing the mountains high into the air. 
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Come with Respect 

We are expecting First Na- 
tions and local folks. Be aware 
that drunken behavior away 
from the rowdy fire may drive 
important allies away from the 
ronde and our campaign. 

We will be camping and hik- 
ing in what is traditional Nez 
Perce land. The Nez Perce have 
come out against the Alberta 
Tar Sands shipments that cut 
through their land. 

They stand in solidarity with 
the Cree of Fort Chipewyan, 
Alberta who suffer the direct 
poisoning of their people, 
their land and wild game. The 
Nez Perce recently marched 
against Exxon/Mobile-Imperial 
Oil along Route 12 in Idaho. 


Prepare for Fun! 

Come to the Big Wild Wil- 
derness of Idaho and Western 
Montana to celebrate vast pris- 
tine forests and to resist the 
largest, most destructive proj- 
ect on the planet. 

Bring music with environmen- 
tal and social justice themes. 
Bring stories, wild crafting in- 
formation and wilderness skills. 
Bring plans and workshops for 
your campaigns. 

You may encounter lynx, griz- 
zly, wolf or cougar, but prob- 
ably not because they have 
3.6millon acres of protected 
wilderness to hide from you. 
We don’t have ticks or poi- 
son ivy, but we do get snow in 
July. In the land of hot springs. 


pristine rivers, phantom grizzly, 
and extensive wilderness, it is 
best to come prepared. Here are 
some helpful hints: 

The Fun List: 

• Hiking Boots (waxed-water- 
proof) 

• Tent (3 season) or Tarp (set 
up for torrential rains) 

• Sleeping bag (holo-fill or 
down, down dries slower when 
it gets wet) 

• Hat (wool) 

• Gloves and Socks (wool) 

• Fleece, Wool or Silk clothing 

• Rain Gear (plastic, pants and 
top, gortex is no match for the 
Bitterroot) 

• Water bottle (1 quart) 

• Food 


• Sleeping pad (to insulate the 
body from the cold ground) 

• Extra set of clothes (to 
replace wet ones) 

• Compass, Maps, Matches/ 
Lighter and Flashlight 

• Emergency Blanket 

• Good Attitude and Work 
Ethic 

The Not-So-Fun List: 

• Cotton clothing (“Cotton 
Kills!” Bring clothes that are 
water resistant) 

• Converse shoes 

• Fascist people and groups 

• Whiny, complaining, energy 
suckers 

• No real camping gear 

Thanks! See you in July! 


Looking Back with NREF! 

15 Year Cove Mallard Anniversary 


Fifteen years ago the last annual Earth First! Rendezvous in 
this bioregion was a working rendezvous. Two tripods and a bi- 
pod with sitters were set up before the rendezvous started. Drag- 
ons, log cabins and a culvert wall transformed the Jack Road, in 
the Cove Mallard logging area, into a working art gallery. There 
was a beautiful view from the shitter in the middle of the road. 

After 40 days a roving gang of brutal Feds decided that the 
Cove Mallard Free State (Jack Squat) and 2 other Pacific Northwest 
free states needed to be toppled. They busted Jack Squat first, then 
China Left and the 1 1 month free state of Warner Creek, Oregon. 

After the Jack Squat bust we felt obligated to greet the log- 
gers and cops with a new lockdown every Wednesday. At the 
same time we had a 10 day tripod siege at the Region 1 office of 
the Forest Service in Missoula, which included a 200 person criti- 
cal mass and a visit from Winona LaDuke and the Indigo Girls. 
We also prompted the cops to remove the door handles on the 
Boise Federal building. 

They logged the Jack sale, but never logged the rest of Cove Mal- 
lard. Warner Creek was also saved. Yes, we do win sometimes. 



Photo overlay of the Jack Squat 
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Report from 2011 Organizers’ Conference 

6r Winter Rendezvous 

Fisheating Creek, Florida 


By Alli G 

I've long wanted to make it to a Florida Organiz- 
ers' Conference/Winter Rendezvous, as they have a 
reputation for dedicated activist networking, good 
workshops, and lots of fun in a great ecological set- 
ting. This year I was not disappointed — the Everglades 
Earth Firstlers outdid themselves with enabling essen- 
tial movement work to be done in the OC and hosting 
a variety of useful workshops mostly geared to skills- 
building, cross movement solidarity and examination 
of core concepts and significant trends of the Earth 
First! movement on its 30th anniversary. There was a 
lot of joy in being together, including skinny dipping 
in the creek while playing catch with feral grapefruit, 
sing-alongs with the Hootenanny songbook, and a na- 
ked pyramid of Earth Firstlers at the late night camp- 
fire, and canoeing and walking along the creek to 

The setting was a seasonal swamp where 
we could wander among jutting, gnome- 
like cypress knees along Fisheating Creek, 
the last flowing waterway which meets 
Lake Okeechobee, some of the last habitat 
left for the Florida panther. 

check out abundant wildlife and Bromeliad airplants, 
cypress, palms, and majestic Live oaks draped with 
Resurrection ferns, Spanish moss, and sometimes cac- 
tus. The Saturday night Outlaws of Florida Folk campfire 
gathering included Earth First! poets and musicians, 
including several lively Florida ensembles, with banjo, 
fiddle, accordion, guitar, and Mayan marimba music. 

The setting was a seasonal swamp where we could 
wander among jutting, gnome-like cypress knees 
along Fisheating Creek, the last flowing waterway 
which meets Lake Okeechobee, some of the last hab- 
itat left for the Florida panther. The creek corridor 
has been painstakingly saved so far by local activists, 
who educated us with a panel discussion on what 
it took to save it and on current threats to the area 
and nearby wildlands — namely the ever-encroaching 
insatiable developers, industrial agriculture runoff 
causing creek eutrophication, mining desecration, 
capitalist corruption and greed. Due to the pressures 
from without, the wild places remaining are especial- 
ly important as core habitat for the preservation of 


the unique array of Florida wildlife and plants, which 
need re-wilding of surrounding areas for long term 
viability. Species seen during the OC and rendezvous 
included alligators, Florida black bears, white ibis, ro- 
seate spoonbills, great white egrets, cattle egrets, tri- 
colored and little blue herons, red-bellied woodpeck- 
ers, and tiger swallowtail butterfly, as well as tell-tale 
signs such as a wild pig skull, a slider turtle shell, and 
a gopher tortoise burrow. > 

During the Organizers' Conference, Earth First! ac- 
tivists discussed and resolved issues regarding such 
internal movement business as the status of the Earth 
First! fournal (broke, but good! four magazine-style 
issues a year and four Newswire brief electronic or 
mailed updates, with speakers bureau and increased 
merchandise and subscription sales for funding ef- 
forts); supporting Earth Liberation warriors in prison 
and upon their release; effectively dealing with in- 
filtrators and COINTELPRO-type surveillance and 
harassment; and educating ourselves about environ- 
mental racism. Winter Rendezvous skills-building and 
movement-building workshops included tree climb- 
ing, direct action training, 30 years of Earth First! 
history (our story) and a workshop on Deep Ecology, 
biocentrism, and conservation biology, which was 
well-received and stimulated ongoing discussion. Cur- 
rent issue workshops included: nuclear power in the 
South, solidarity against mining in Guatemala, and a 
workshop by Jeannie Economos from the Farmworker 
Association of Florida about the case of pesticide poi- 
soning in Apopka, FL. Workshops for preparing for 
a post-industrial world and self-sufficiency covered 
energy efficiency, DIY solar power, primitive skills, 
native plant walk and "radical mycology." Musicians 
around the campfires included Evan Greer, Dirty Fist!, 
Sobrevivencia (from Guatemala), Hunter Altshul, Sam 
Comfort, Melodie Malfa, and Lars Din. 

Now, if you didn't make it there, don't you wish 
you'd gone? But wait! there's more: Of course we had 
to end with an action, given that just about every- 
where needs one, and we had lots of people gathered 
to help. Scripps Biotech Research Institute was our vil- 
lain of choice, as they not only torture live animals 
with vivisection, and mess around with infectious 
diseases, nano particles and gene splicing in their bio- 
technology labs, but are also planning to destroy one 
the last large forests in the urbanized eastern corridor 
of south Florida — 683 acres of pine flatwoods, scrub, 
and wetlands — replacing endangered species habitat 
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Photo courtesy of Leonard Bryant Photorgaphy.. Thanks Leonard! 



with a "biotech city" of lab buildings, employee hous- 
ing, roads, malls, and artificial lakes, leaving only tiny 
scraps of real Nature left. So a tree sit was waged (and 
continued for more than a month!) in the tops of pine 
trees in the forest slated for destruction, including a 
beautiful banner with the straight forward messages 
"Defend This Forest" and "La Tierra No Se Vende, Se 
Defiende" easily visible to thousands passing hourly 
on 1-95. The tree sit attracted immediate and ongo- 
ing media attention due to the rarity of this kind of 
direct action in Florida, this being the first canopy oc- 
cupation in a wild native Florida forest. Supporting 
the tree sit was a rally and march to the front of the 
existing main Scripps building, defying the police at- 
tempt to close a public sidewalk, leafletting workers, 
and maintaining a 24-hour vigil there for five days. 
While the tree sit was cut down and several people 
were arrested, the forest still stands and the campaign 
needs experienced climbers to prepare for the next 
round. So come on down and experience Everglades 
Earth First! hospitality yourself. 

And if you can't do that, get a taste of the wild ad- 
venture, love of Nature and each other, and biocentric 
dedication that is Earth First!, by coming to our next 
national Round River Rendezvous in Idaho this July. 
You can expect to find more educational workshops, 
music and poetry, and hard hitting direct action, as 
well as the beginning of lasting friendships and new 


meaning in life. See you there! Hats off to Everglades 
Earth First! for a great OC and Winter Rondy, and to 
the RRR organizers in Idaho and Montana. 

For a State of the movement reportback from the Or- 
ganizers Conference discussion entitled "Giving EF! a 
good kick in the ass," visit the "articles" section online at 

NEWSWIRE.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 

Swamp Anarchists 

(EF! Organizers Conference 6 Winter Rendezvous, 

Fisheating Creek, Florida, 2011) 

Arriving at the camp 

I'm disappointed that we're parking such a short 
distance from the highway, 
can hear the muted rush of traffic 
from our tents. 

Yet along Fisheating Creek 

the Wild takes over along every bend — 

Cypress knees jutting up like gnome armies 
to thwart unsavy intruders, 

White Ibis plying the shallows 

with spear-like orange beaks, 

ancient armored catfish, sinister looking gar 



lurking within the black tannin waters, 
a wild pig skull grinning cunningly 
from the dead leaves on the far side 
of the creek. 

By day I delight in roseate spoonbills, 
great white egrets, red-bellied woodpeckers, 
airplant bromeliads and cactus 
hanging from trees. 

1 splash with a playful crowd 
of naked humans in the creek, 
tossing feral grapefruits to each other, 
then at night warming frozen feet 
by the campfire 

while singing together, telling stories and poems, 
listening to banjo, accordion, fiddle, 

Mayan marimba. 

Later when 1 am sleeping alone 
on the other side of the creek 
1 am startled by the sudden cacophony 
splitting the dark night — 
the raucous terrified death throes 
of a heron caught by an alligator 
on the white sand beach — 
shrieks cut off abruptly 
to silence 

with its drowning — 
my heart starts pounding 
despite my mental reassurance 
that the gator won't sneak 
into the woods to get me. 

I stay still with no light 
until sleep overtakes me 
only to wake again to another 
shrill death cry — longer this time. 

Just before dawn 
the barred owls call 
their odd conversations. 

Here the Wild is concentrated 
by the insidious human sprawl 
of development to suit 
Nature-alienated 
burgeoning populations 
of retirees and tourists 
at the expense of manatees, 
hand ferns, gopher tortoises, 
pine flats, scrub, and wetlands. 

The swamp anarchist tribes 
have their own cultural responses — 
armadillos infiltrate suburbia, 
dig up the lawns, 
alligators prowl the canals 
into posh wealthy manor backyards, 
snatching up pets and small children 
for dinner, 

captive parrots take to the skies 
preening casually on telephone lines 
above beachside parks 


wild pigs roam the bayous 
throwing their weight around 
terrorizing with their tusks. 

We Earth Firstlers practice 

our own re-wilding, 

climbing cypress trees, talking strategy, 

then ascend into public attention 

with a tree sit to show the last 

700 acres of natural intact forest 

in eastern Palm Beach County 

that Scripps corporation plans to turn into 

a biotechnology nightmare city 

of messing with infectious diseases, 

splicing drugs into corn genes 

vivisecting animals 

transforming intricate wild ecosystems 
into sterile buildings, roads, malls, 
artificial "lakes." 


We rally, we advance, 
we climb, we speak 
We support our wild brethren — 
environmental justice for all, 
biocentrism forever. 

We can win this 

and strike again, 

rise up like our relations 

in Tunisia, Egypt, Bahrain, Libya, 

and Yemen, 

subvert the dominant paradigm 
like the alligator and the armadillo— 
we can change this sick society 
and have fun doing it. 

— Karen Coulter 

Written February 20, 2011, on a train in Virginia, en 
route to her next stop on the EF! 30th Anniversary speaking 
tour. Karen has been going to Rondies since 1984. Find out 
how to invite her to your town by viviting: 
Speakers.EabthFirstJovsnal.org 
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By Wrenna Rust 

The mixed mesophytic forest that 
blankets Appalachia's hills is the 
most biodiverse in North America. 
Over eighty woody species inhab- 
it the central Appalachian range. 
Throughout the growing season it 
is abundant with a variety of herbs, 
game species and edible plants and 
fungi. For generations, Appalachians 
have foraged and hunted to supple- 
ment their dinner tables, medicine 
cabinets and, through commercial 
sale, their income. Certain foods, 
like ramps, a type of wild leek, have 
become integral to Appalachian cul- 
tural traditions — each April, many 
communities gather for an annual 
ramp dinner. 

The central Appalachians are a 
multi-layered region. Absentee land- 
holders and. coal companies control 
the thick bituminous coal seams 


palachian forest. It is heavily drawn 
from T ending the Commons: Folklife 
and Landscape in Southern West Vir- 
ginia, Mary Hufford’s excellent study 
of West Virginia's Coal River Valley. 

Note: This article is meant as a cul- 
tural piece, and I do not suggest you go 
foraging on what you read in it alone. 
It's important to know what plants are 
too endangered to harvest and how to 
properly identify them. If you do forage, 
insure that you research what you are 
looking for and do so sustainably. 

EDIBLE PLANTS, NUTS & 
MUSHROOMS: 

Berries: Strawberries, mulberries, 
blackberries, raspberries, huckleber- 
ries, elderberries, currants, ground- 
berries, gooseberries, wineberries, 
blueberries. 

Fiddlehead fern: The unfurled 
fronds of a young fern (image be- 


Persimmon (Diospyros ebena- 
cea ): The fruit of a number of trees 
in the ebony wood family. In the 
United States, persimmons are often 
over-ripened and then used in pies 
and puddings. 

Ramps ( Allium triccocum): 
Ramps, part of the allium family, 
have a strong garlicky odor and 
flavor. Each April, Appalachian 
communities have ramp festivals, 
where eating these wild leeks (of- 
ten in beans or eggs) is the center 
of the festivities. In Appalachia, 
they have a folkloric association 
with the coming of spring. 

Sassafras (Lauraceae family): 
Has been used in the creation of fra- 
grances, for aromatherapy and for 
the production of root beer. 

Chanterelles (Cantharellus cibar- 
ius): These delicate, funnel-shaped 
mushrooms, pictured on next page, 
crop up irf Appalachian forests dur- 



beneath the surface while the forest 
has traditionally been treated as 
shared land. For years, a forager A 
would' be ill-advised to take 
from someone elses' mush- 
room or ginseng patch, but i 

had the freedom to roam 
the mountains and find 
patches of their own. With 
the increase of strip mining 
over the past thirty years, the ^ 
surface has become increasingly 
gated and guarded. Foraging tradi- 
tions and Appalachia's many valu- 


low), eaten as a ing the summer months. 

vegetable. Not Chicken-of-the-Woods (Laeit- 
all fiddle- porus): These mushrooms grow in 
heads are large "shelves" on the trunks of trees, 
\ edible! most commonly on the wounds of 
oak, cherrywood, sweet chestnut 
to and willow. They can be prepared as 

a substitute for chicken. 

jf j Morels (Morchella): These 

yf f highly prized mushrooms, 

/ colloquially 

S' Pawpaw called "molly 

(. Asimina ): Paw- moochers," are 

paw trees bear the larg- hunted for con- 


able species are being compromised est edible fruit indigenous to North 


sumption and profit 


by the quest for cheap energy. 

What follows is a list of edibles 


America. The fruit is reputed to be 
extremely delicious, with the flavor 


each spring. They grow in conjunc- 
tion with certain trees, including 


and herbs native to the central Ap- of a banana and texture of a mango, ash, popular, dead or dying elms, 
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tulip trees and old apple trees. They 
are often served simply, sauteed in 
butter, salt and pepper. 

Nuts: Hickory, Beech, Chestnut, 
Walnut, Hazelnut, Chinquapin. 

MEDICINAL PLANTS & HERBS: 

Black Cohosh (Cimicifuga rac- 
emosa ): A strong medicinal herb 
used to treat menstrual cramps, the 
symptoms of rheumatoid arthritis 
and the physical and mental chang- 
es associated with menopause. 

Bloodroot (Sanguinaria canden- 
sis ): Used to treat bronchitis, asthma, 
croup and laryngitis. 

Ginseng ( Panax quinquefolius ): 
'Senging is perhaps the most com- 


mon foraging activity in the Ap- 
palachian mountains. The ginseng 
root is sold and used as an adap- 
togen, aphrodisiac and stimulant. 
Despites its popularity, many wild- 
crafters believe that no one should 
be harvesting ginseng, because it is 
endangered. 

Jewel weed ( Impatiens ): Applied 
externally as a home remedy to treat 
bee stings, insect bites, poison ivy 
and stinging nettle rashes. 

Nettle (Urtica dioica): Nettle is 
used for a variety of ailments, in- 
cluding as a detoxifying tonic, topi- 
cally on inflamed joints, for eczema 
and, brewed in to tea, for stomach 
pains and hemorrhage. 

Virginia Snakeroot (Aristola- 
chia serpentaria): Traditionally used 
to treat snake bites, and appears to 
bind and deactivate the Phospholi- 
pase A2 of certain snake venoms. 

Yellowroot (Xanthorhiza simpli- 
cissima ): Traditionally used for ulcers 
and skin ailments, yellowroot is tox- 
ic in large doses. 


Thanks to friends who attend the Chest- 
nut School of Herbal Medicine in Leceis- 
ter, North Carolina for looking this over 
and giving me feedback. 



CimicifuQa racemo&a. 


Black Cohosh 
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By-Taylor Kirkland 


In October of 2009 I spent a Saturday afternoon with 
Judy Bonds at her house along the Coal River in Boone 
County, West Virginia. A daughter, granddaughter, 
sister, and ex-wife of coal miners, Bonds knew a little 
something about coal. For the last decade she fought 
against a highly destructive form of mining called 
mountaintop removal, which involves clear cutting 
native hardwood forests, using dynamite to blast away 
the mountaintop to expose underlying coal seams, and 
dumping the waste into nearby valleys and streams. 
Judy Bonds passed away on January 3, 201 1 . 

Bonds, who previously worked as a waitress and man- 
ager at Pizza Hut and convenience stores, turned to de- 
voting 90 hours a week to protecting Appalachia — the 
people and the mountains — from the ravages of moun- 
taintop removal mining. For her and her family, it was 
a deeply personal fight. In 2001 they became the last 
residents to evacuate Marfork Holler, a community that 
had been virtually destroyed by mountaintop removal 
mining. Since then, her dedication and success as an 
activist and community organizer made her one of the 
nation's leading community activists confronting an 
industry practice she called "strip mining on steroids." 

Bonds was co-director of Coal River Mountain Watch, 
a grassroots organization that advocates on the front 
lines for the end of mountaintop removal. When she 
was not organizing demonstrations or attending public 
hearings, Bonds traveled extensively with the Moun- 
taintop Removal Road Show talking about the impacts 
of mountaintop removal on coalfield residents, com- 
munities, and ecosystems. 

From the study of her home in Rock Qeek, Bonds 
regarded each of my questions, even the poor ones, se- 
riously and slowly. 

Kirkland. Tell me about growing up in the Coal 
River Valley. 


Bonds: I was bom in 1952 and raised a few miles 
down the road in Marfork. It was great growing up in 
that holler — the most safe, secure place you could be. 
We were always taking walks, talking with each other, 
flipping over rocks and looking for crawdads. I'd go 
swimming in the Coal River with no concerns. We were 
kind of isolated, but I think I liked that isolation, the 
mountains closing in on us, one on each side and one 
to the back. It made us feel safe. 

We were the last house up in the holler, which we call 
the "head" of the holler. The "mouth" of the holler is 
what we call the entrance. You'll hear a lot of that kind 
of talk in Appalachia, the talk of body parts. We talk in 
human, living parts — the mouth, the head, the spine or 
backbone of the mountain, the finger ridge. We speak 
the language of a living, breathing world. I don't think I 
realized that until about ten years ago when I became an 
activist. Somebody came up and said, "You talk about 
your home as if it were part of your own body." And 
they were right, this landscape is a living breathing part 
of me. I consider it something to protect, like I would 
my own body. That's an idea that's been passed down 
from generation to generation. 

Kirkland: How does your connection to coal inform your 
role as an activist? 

Bonds: I know what it feels like to be around coal 
mining. My father and grandfather were both coal min- 
ers. My brother was a coal miner. My nephews and my 
ex-husband, they were all coal miners. I've got coal in 
my blood. That connection gives me an edge that oth- 
er activists might not have. And that's the case for all 
the local activists here in the Coal River Valley, folks 
like Chuck Nelson, Maria Gunnoe, Bo Webb, and Lore- 
lei Scarbro. We all have long histories with coal, so we 
absolutely know what we're talking about when we get 
up and speak at hearings or organize demonstrations. It 
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doesn't work to call us kneejerk environmentalists be- 
cause we all have the proper credentials. We're forging a 
whole different kind of environmental movement, and 
it's about time. The movement should have morphed a 
long time ago. 

Kirkland; What's different? 

Bonds: I see it moving away from simply explain- 
ing the science, talking about ecological indicators like 
mayflies and stoneflies. I agree those are very important 
predictors, "canary in the coalmine" kinds of indicators. 
I support every bit of that work. But the main problem 
with the movement for us is that the science has been 
too disconnected from human culture. The social and 
cultural implications of environmental destruction are 
becoming more and more important to local people. 
These people are beginning to speak out because their 
livelihoods are at stake. 

Kirkland; Using local culture as an environmental indi- 
cator, I like that. But coal producing states like West Virginia 
that sacrifice their natural resources for quick-fix development 
aren 't improving the conditions for long-term sustainability. 
It still seems to be jobs versus environment. 

Bonds: That's the way the coal industry and the EPA 
look at it. The industry's biggest argument now is that 
the EPA cares more about mayflies than it does human 
beings. Then you have companies like Massey pump- 
ing out commercials and putting together events that 
are supposedly celebrating how great they are as job 
producers in the state. Apparently all the EPA cares 
about is the "environment" and all the coal companies 
care about are "jobs." It's obviously not that simple. We 
stand up as activists because we know this conversa- 
tion is about something much bigger. It's about what 
kind of jobs and how those jobs affect the mayflies and 
the people living in these mountains. We're trying to 
make broader connections and bring the conversation 
to a whole new level. 

Kirkland; Getting back to Marfork, tell me about your 
exodus from the holler. 

Bonds: In 1998 Marfork Coal Co. built a synthetic 
fuel plant, which was nothing more than a tax write 
off. After they put the plant in we woke up every morn- 
ing with this orange greasy stuff all over our home. It 
was terrible. Then we found out about the Brushy Fork 
Impoundment, a 9 billion gallon sludge dam sitting di- 
rectly above our home. The dam's foundation was built 
on a honeycomb of abandoned underground mines so 
if it were to collapse, the slurry would blow out from 
every side of the mountain. Even Marfork Coal knows 
this. Their emergency warning plan states that in case 
of a dam breach, a 40 ft. wall of sludge, 72 ft. at its peak 
height, would engulf communities as far as 14 miles 
away. Marfork Coal is owned by Massey who is the larg- 
est coal producer in Central Appalachia and the fourth 



largest in the US. Up here we have Massey, Arch, and 
plenty of others, but Massey owns most of the coal de- 
posits. They don't own the land! Just the deposits. 

For years we dealt with black water spills and fish 
kills in the river and coal dust all over everything. The 
dust was in my grandson's lungs and he became ill with 
asthma. We decided we had to leave Marfork. We didn't 
want to leave, in fact we were the last one's to leave, but 
we had no choice. For our own safety we had to. We 
moved here to Rock Creek, a little bit above the mining 
and slightly above the sludge dam, but still close enough 
to feel the blasting. Even now I feel them blasting at the 
Edwight job just over that ridge. 

Kirkland; What was the catalyst for you becoming 
an activist? 

Bonds: I don't think I chose to become an activist, it 
was chosen for me. The circumstances dictated that for 
me. I think it had to do with how much injustice I was 
willing to accept. My work is about recognizing injustice 
and pushing for it's correction. If we choose not to see it, 
we won't be inclined to do anything about it. 

I became an activist because of the fish I witnessed 
with my grandson in Marfork when he was six years old. 
One day we found ourselves standing in a river full of 
dead fish. So he and I started paying close attention to 
the river and we noticed black water spills happening al- 
most on a weekly basis. I found out it was coming from 
the sludge dam just above. It wasn't just affecting us, but 
this was poisoning the whole town of Whitesville right 
below us. I know the chemicals and the heavy metals 
coming from this coal waste have made a lot of local 
people sick. There are folks in Prenter whose well's are 
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contaminated by the coal sludge that has been injected 
underground by the coal companies. These people have 
brain tumors. They have kidney and liver cancer. These 
people are dying from coal sludge. 

For a long time I watched the companies poison this 
whole area and it finally became too much. I decided 
something needed to be done, so I called the Depart- 
ment of Environmental Protection (DEP) hoping to 
find some answers. The DEP is the agency that gives out 
mountaintop removal mining permits, not the agency 
that "protects the environment" like their name sug- 
gests. They're in cahoots with the coal industry, as are all 
the other regulatory agencies in this state. These agen- 
cies are set up by the industry and for the industry. You 
might say, "Come on Judy, that's crazy." But it's not hard 
to get your way when you have a lot of money. Coal 
owns this state, there is no question about it. 

Kirkland: How so? 

Bonds: The schools, the politicians, and the media 
are all bought off by coal. 95% of the media in West 
Virginia are holdings that have direct ties to coal. Big in- 
dustry guys like Buck Harless, Bray Cary, and Don Blan- 
kenship have all the money in the world to shape public 
opinion, and they are directly involved in producing the 
media West Virginians look at every day. The other 5% 
of the media is very, very afraid. Even the Charleston Ga- 
zette has backed off on running editorials about moun- 
taintop removal. 

This state doesn't belong to the United States of Amer- 
ica, it belongs to King Coal. West Virginia is like a Ba- 
nana Republic. 

Kirkland: Has the pro-coal agenda become more intense 
with the pressure put on by activists or do you see signs that 
they are weakening? 

Bonds: If anything their agenda is becoming more 
aggressive. The closer we get to winning, the more 
hostile they are toward us. I don't know who said 
this but it's true: "First they laugh at you, then you 
face violent opposition, then you win." We're in the 
violent opposition phase right now and I think we've 
been in that phase for a while. Today we're dealing 
with the same conditions they were in the 20s and 30s 
fighting for unions, 40-hour workweeks, and livable 
working conditions. And you've heard of the bloody 
mine wars — the Matewan Massacre and the Battle of 
Blair Mountain. This violent opposition is here today 
and it is getting more aggressive. 

Kirkland; As a prominent spokesperson in this move- 
ment, what does this increased aggression mean for you? 
What kind of danger does it put you in? 

Bonds: I face danger every day. Before I get in my 
car to go to work every morning I look underneath my 
car for dangling wires. I look in my gas tank to see if 
there is a wire hanging out that could be attached to the 


taillight. I lock the door to my car every night, which 
diminishes how easy it would be for someone to get into 
my gas tank, pop open my hood, or insert a bomb in my 
car somewhere. I'm very much afraid when I drive down 
the road. I won't let my family be in the car with me. We 
have narrow roads here with a rock face on one side and 
100-foot drop off on the other. All it would take is one 
coal truck to run me off. 

This past spring 1 applied for, took the test, and was ap- 
proved for a license to carry a concealed weapon. So I've 
started carrying a concealed weapon, a gun, my mom's 
.22. We usually have a gun sitting in the living room in 
case anyone comes to bother us. If we have an action 
or a protest we adhere to nonviolent civil disobedience. 
That is something we've all sworn to. But I'll tell you 
what, if anyone comes to my house looking for trouble 
they're gonna find trouble. 

The fact is that people want to hurt me and many 
of the other activists on this river. Bo Webb almost got 
run over by a car while we were doing a march not 
long ago. Larry Gibson's house has been shot at and 
his cabin has been burned. Maria Gunnoe's dog was 
shot and killed. She's installed cameras and put up a 
tall fence to protect herself. 

Kirkland; I saw that you were slapped in the face by 
a woman at a rally earlier this year. How did that incident 
come about? How do you maintain dignity in the face of this 
kind of opposition? 

Bonds: On June 23rd we had a protest and a rally 
down the road at Marsh Fork Elementary. It was a peace- 
ful protest organized by local residents and organiza- 
tions and brought out a lot of great people. Some friends 
of ours like NASA scientist James Hansen, actress Darryl 
Hannah, and former Rep. Ken Hechler were there with 
us. Before we started the demonstration we all swore 
not to engage with the coal workers, not talk to them 
or bother them at all. That was important because you 
could see the miners were out for blood that day. You 
could see it in their eyes. I only recognized ten or fifteen 
of these miners. The coal companies had shipped them 
in from all over — Logan, Mingo, and Summersville. Most 
of them weren't local so they had no problem causing 
trouble and making it difficult for us to speak. 

The police were everywhere as we marched that day, 
but they weren't maintaining any kind of peace. They 
allowed the miners to behave aggressively to the point 
that things got out of control. Had they set down the 
rules early on and said, "You, you, and you, get in the car, 
we're arresting you for this," they could have stopped a 
lot of the hostility. But it didn't happen that way. 

If you go back and look at the video from that after- 
noon you'll hear a bunch of dogs barking as we marched. 
As soon as I turned my head to look for the dogs I felt 
a "pop!" right in the face. I was knocked in the jaw by 
a coal miner's wife, turned my neck all the way around. 
Honestly, if I had seen her coming, things might have 



played out differently that day. I'm glad I didn't re- 
taliate because had I struck back, there would have 
been a blood bath that day, and it would have been 
our blood in the street. I know those coal thugs had 
weapons on them. 

Kirkland: Is it difficult not to use the same aggressive 
tactics used by those who oppose you? 

Bonds: It's really hard. And I think it's harder for the 
local activists to be nonviolent than it is for some of the 
volunteers that come in. A lot of us are of Scots-Irish 
background, which seems to give us a predetermined 
urge to fight. For many of us who live in local com- 
munities here in the hills and hollers of Appalachia, it's 
hard not to say, "Come on!" when people start threaten- 
ing us and spitting on us. 

Kirkland.- Some critics argue it's the environmentalists 
who have crossed the line and started using extreme tactics. 
Some have used terms like "environmental terrorism" to de- 
scribe the direct action against mountaintop removal. Are 
there grounds for making these claims? 

Bonds: I've heard of the Earth Liberation Front and 
I've read about people burning SUV's and that sort of 
thing, but those aren't the kind of people fighting 
against mountaintop removal. 

I haven't seen a single person involved in this 
movement get wrapped up in anything that would be 
called terrorism or extremism. The people involved in 
terrorism in this region are the coal companies and 
the coal miners. It's easy to use their words against 
them because they're the ones with the explosives. 
They're the one's blowing up mountains. They're the 
ones threatening people's lives. They're the one's with 
blood on their hands. 

Kirkland: Do you think it's your role as an activist 
or your disruption of gender roles that makes these men 
more aggressive? 

Bonds: Either way I'm rocking the boat. But what else 
am I supposed to do? I can't unrock it. Just yesterday the 
Associated Press asked me why I keep fighting when I 
know I'm in danger. My answer is that I can't not do it. 
My butt is already hanging on the flagpole. People know 
who I am, they know where I live, they know what I 
stand for. If I were to just stop doing this work one day, 
I think I'd put myself in an even more vulnerable posi- 
tion. When you're standing face-to-face with the enemy 
and you take one step back, that gives them a one step 
advantage. Sometimes all it takes is that one step for 
them to run right over you. I say this to you and I say 
this to anybody out there reading this, we will not back 
down, not a single inch. 

Before this fight is over with, I fully expect one of the 
local activists — Maria Gunoe, Larry Gibson, Bo Webb, 
myself — one of us if not more will have a serious acci- 
dent or one of us will be killed. I fully expect that. This 


is a difficult fight, and I have the highest praise for any 
local person that has the integrity and courage to stand 
up. A priority of ours is to constantly be bringing in new 
faces because we don't want coal companies saying,' 
"Well, it's the same ten faces, the same ten environmen- 
talists showing up all the time." That's why it's impor- 
tant to be a part of a larger network, a network that has 
roots with local citizens. 

Kirkland.- It's been an uphill battle for you from day one. 
Most people don 't have the stamina to face the opposition you 
do every day. How do you stay energized? 

Bonds: I know it's the right thing to do. And I'm 
deeply religious and think God plays a big part in my 
work. I also see the youth of America and try to picture 
every child standing in that stream full of dead fish like 
my grandson. 1 know that isn't right. As I've been learn- 
ing more about climate change the consequences of not 
acting have become pretty clear. Once you know what 
I know, you can't un-know it. There's no going back to 
"normal." If you stop fighting against what you know is 
wrong, then shame on you! You may have to take a little 
break, but you can't quit fighting. You can't quit doing 
what's right. Some days are harder than others, but we 
do have good days around here. 

Kirkland.- I heard that the EPA vetoed a final permit for 
the Spruce #1 mine in Logan County, a permit that had already 
been approved by the US Army Corps of Engineers. That's a 
real precedent setter, and a huge blow to the industry. 

Bonds: Oh you bet, and the lawyers at Arch Coal are 
throwing a huge fit over it. They're complaining that 
they've been planning this site for ten years and that the 
company has spent all this money. The fact is they've 
been planning it all illegally. Come on guys, people 
have been selling heroin for hundreds of years but that 
doesn't change the fact that it's illegal to sell. In West 
Virginia the mining companies think that if they've 
been doing something for long enough it doesn't matter 
what the laws are. By taking back the Spruce #1 permit, 
companies are starting to realize that not only can fu- 
ture un-permitted sites be stopped, but now the EPA can 
go back and stop sites that are already active. That scares 
these companies to death, which it should. 

Kirkland: What would you be doing if you weren't 
an activist? 

Bonds: I'd be enjoying the mountains, forests, riv- 
ers and hollers. I'd be hiking and fishing, just being a 
hillbilly. I'd especially be spending more time with my 
family. 

Taylor Kirkland is an educator, oral historian, and 
the founder of the Radical Roots Project, a collection 
of stories highlighting cultural and political resistance 
in the Appalachian south. You can find more of his 
work at www.radicalrootsproject.org. 
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By a Born Again KEFIer 

After a long slumber in a remote holler in the 
mountains of Western North Carolina, Katuah Earth 
First! (KEF!) has re-emerged to once again confront 
the Earth destroyers operating in our bioregion. To 
kick off our comeback we held a campout during the 
Spring Equinox in the Pisgah National Forest near 
the Case Camp timber sale and Looking Glass Rock. 
We took the weekend to reconnect with each other 
and our beautiful mountains, as well as scope out the 
destruction caused by the timber sale. A week later 
we followed up the campout with a Fossil Fools Day 
protest in front of Progress Energy, our local utility. 
It was reassuring to know that our reputation is still 
intact; there were six police cars waiting for us when 
we got to the office. 

The threats to our bioregion are many and we are 
still in the process of figuring out what campaigns 
we want to focus on. There is the aforementioned 
Forest Service who allowed quite a hack job to 
happen at. the Case Camp timber sale and are 
currently proposing another 1,000 acre sale in the 
same area. We plan to keep an eye on the Forest 


Service and give them some hell if they go forward 
with their logging plans. 

We are also confronted with the ongoing challenge 
of dirty energy in our backyard. Duke Energy and Prog- 
ress Energy are planning to merge into one company, 
which would result in them becoming the largest util- 
ity company in the country. Duke Energy is currently 
constructing the Cliffside Coal Plant in Western North 
Carolina and is applying for permits for new nuke reac- 
tors in North and South Carolina. Progress Energy op- 
erates the Skyland coal plant just outside of Asheville, 
NC and is also looking to build several new nukes in 
the South. The Skyland plant is also home to one of the 
most dangerous coal ash ponds in the country. 

While mountaintop removal coal mining (MTR) is a 
.little further away from home, we remain committed 
to doing ongoing support work for the campaign to 
abolish MTR. KEF! was a founding member of Moun- 
tain Justice. We have already held two fundraisers to 
support direct action in the coalfields and are current- 
ly gearing up for the big mobilization against MTR on 
Blair Mountain, West Virginia this summer. 

Its great to have KEF! back up on its feet and we are look- 
ing forward to kicking some ass in the coming months. 


Blast from the Past: 


Katuah Earth First! shut down chip mill in fight for Appalachian biodiversit 


Excerpt from a KEF! press release, 
May 24, 1998: Activists from all over the 
southeast physically stopped the destruc- 
tion of the southern Appalachian forests 
this morning in a nonviolent action, com- 
pletely shutting down Willamette’s newly 
opened chip mill. The entrance of the 
mill was blockaded with five protesters 
chained together and four others have oc- 
cupied the crane and dropped a 25' ban- 
ner reading, "Willamette Destroys Rivers, 
Forests, and fobs, " while dangling 30 feet 



in the air. The activists remained in 
place for nearly seven hours .... Forests 
are clearcut in a 60 to 100 mile radius 
for every chip mill in the area. The Pis- 
gah, Nantahala, Cherokee, and Sumter 
National Forests lie within the sourcing 
area for the mill at Union Mills, NC. 

"We are willing to sacrifice our free- 
dom to defend the Southern Appala- 
chian forests" says Katuah Earth First! 's 
Ed Stein, who was arrested blockading 
the gate. 
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Road Occupations and Free States 


By the DAM Collective 

Since roads pave the way for logging, mining, graz- 
ing, development and the utter destruction of the 
wild, natural places, they must be stopped, seized 
or ripped. Creating a people's road occupation is an 
effective way of protecting a given area. The occu- 
pation or blockade enables activists to consistently 
monitor the area while creating a climate of strong 
resistance to the proposed annihilation of it. 

Nonviolent road occupations have arisen in every 
shape and size. Some of the first Earth First! road 
blockades were at Cahto Peak in northern Califor- 
nia in 1988. Enormous 
debris .barricades, a 
4-foot-wide, 3-foot- 
deep "tank trap," and 
roving cat and mouse 
blockaders completely 
shut down logging for 
three days. This pres- 
sured the Bureau of 
Land Management 
(BLM) to review the 
sale and eventually the 
area was protected. 

Some road occupa- 
tions are as simple as 
small shanty towns 
of tents. Others are 
quasi-sophisticat- 
ed villages with living and cooking shelters and 
elaborate blockades. What's important is that a 
road occupation be located strategically and that 
it is secure. Access to the area must be effectively 
sealed off from all points to the forces that want 
to destroy it. The blockade needs to be situated 
far enough from the area being protected that de- 
stroyers could not easily walk to it. The road oc- 
cupation can begin at night with the installation 
of one or more road blockades by a tight affinity 
group. From this point forth, a continual presence 
of activists is needed to prevent law enforcement 
from crushing the blockade. With this time, the 
defenses can be multiplied and fortified as people 
will be living on the blockade. 

Some would say that the road is now an autono- 
mous zone, liberated from the government by the 


people. The blockade can attract a diverse group of 
people, and a progressive community of resistance 
can form in what has been identified as a Free State. 
Now, security is a priority. Not only does the block- 
ade defend the land; it also guards the people on it 
from renegade attacks by Forest Service, BLM, police, 
and anti-environmental/wise-use thugs. A schedule 
should be worked out within the group that ensures 
a 24-hour security watch of the area. Those on watch 
need to be ready to sound the alarm and spring into 
action at any given moment. Security camp watch- 
dog posts situated above and below the blockade 

will help in alerting 
the core residents of 
the blockade of any 
sudden events that 
may develop. Whis- 
tles and noisemakers 
are essential security 
tools for everyone 
to have. Two-way 
VHF radios and cel- 
lular phones are very 
handy yet expensive. 
What's important is 
that there is a process 
of communication on 
the blockade that is 
respected for security, 
safety and action pre- 
paredness. Activists should always pair up and rotate 
through security shifts, always keeping close radio 
communication with the main camp. This can be 
hard when there is a small number of people at the 
blockade. It is essential to have a tight affinity group 
that is dedicated to occupying the site and to reach- 
ing out to additional trustworthy people to help hold 
the blockade. 

The surrounding area needs to be carefully surveyed 
and mapped. Depending on the remoteness of the 
blockade, mountain bikes, motorcycles or even cars 
may be used to reach help, while the cellular phone 
instantly sends word of fast-breaking events to your 
support networks and the media. Documentation of 
"visits" is also key. This is best accomplished with vid- 
eo cameras, still cameras and pocket audio recorders. 
Integral to the occupation are devices that will keep 
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people and the blockade from being easily breached, 
ie. concrete lockdown barrels, dragons, tripods, etc.... 
Barricades that may have taken months to construct 
can be quickly removed with heavy equipment unless 
people are physically attached to them. 

The story of the 1995-1996 Warner Creek Cascadia 
Free State in Oregon is a good example of a full-blown 
road occupation. The heart of the blockade was the 
main tipi village guarded by a fort-like pole wall, com- 
plete with watch tower, cat walk, draw bridge and moat. 
There was a pole hut built further up on the road with 
several other livable structures. Scores of trenches were 
dug into the road.and culverts were pulled and plugged 
to wash it out. A wooden bridge allowed people to pass 
over one of the biggest trenches (which was as big as 
a school bus). Rock and wood debris walls and artistic 
obstacles were built up and down the road as well. 

There were two tripods on 
the blockade, as well as one bi- 
pod. Several steel barrels were 
fitted around the forest service 
gate and filled with concrete. 

The gate was originally placed 
on the road by the government 
to lock the public out of the area while it would have 
been destroyed. But, the concrete-improved gate enabled 
activists to lock down to the barrels at any time. There 
were three sleeping dragons in the road, one covered by 
a steel fire door which had an arm hole cut through it 
with an acetylene torch. (This lockdown was known as 
"Morrison," named after Jim Morrison of The Doors.) A 
concrete crawl space with lockdown positions, known 
as "the dog house," was built into a large rock and wood 
debris pile at a lower security camp. 

In all, the Cascadia Free State was a blockader's 
playground. Many ideas were tested and techniques 
perfected there and applied in other forest defense 
campaigns throughout Northern California, Oregon, 
Washington and Idaho. Many of these ideas were 
originally inspired by British and Australian anti-road 
campaigns. The British anti-A30 occupation even dug 
an elaborate system of underground tunnels. 


For nearly a year, courageous people and the Cas- 
cadia Free State protected the forests of Warner Creek 
before they were forcibly removed by Forest Service 
law enforcement on August 16, 1996. An executive 
order blocks all logging in the area; however, this 
protection would not have been declared if people 
had not moved themselves to nonviolently seize the 
access road to the area and made Warner Creek an 
international incident. Thousands of people from 
all over the world were inspired to visit and support 
the outrageous blockade activists had built to de- 
fend Warner Creek. The local community sustained 
the blockade the entire time with endless food, gear 
and equipment donations and lots of financial and 
political support. Because of this, activists were able 
to focus their lives on defending the forest, keeping 
the story in the media, and the politicians and the 
Forest Service on the run. 

Organizing a road occupa- 
tion is challenging and requires 
a core group of committed, 
trustworthy friends, reliable 
supply lines of food, tools and 
equipment and an extended 
support network of people willing to rise to the defense 
of the area. The occupation will only be as strong 
as peoples dedication to fulfilling these and other 
campaign needs. Once in place however, a road oc- 
cupation affords activists a means to be not just a 
random, short-lived inconvenience to the Earth 
rapers. The blockade offers a creative space, a base 
camp, for activists to strategically plan and launch 
action after action. The blockade has the poten- 
tial to truly become an enduring, uncompromising, 
nonviolent land occupation that successfully resists 
any form of destruction. 

This is an excerpt from the Earth First! Direct Action 
Manuel, published 1997. The book has been out of print 
for several years, but still circulates in guerilla DIY for- 
mat. A new edition of the manual is rumored to be in the 
works. So keep your eyes peeled. 


The heart of the blockade was the 
main tipi village guarded by a fort- 
like pole wall, complete with watch 
tower, cat walk, draw bridge and moat. 
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Blast from the (Recent) Past: 

SISKIYOU FREE STATE DECLARED IN THE BISCUIT! 


July 17 , 2005 


"In an exciting new chapter of the 
campaign to save the Wild Siskiyou, 
forest activists announced today the 
construction of a bold and elaborate 
infrastructure of resistance at the Hob- 
son old growth reserve timber sale in 
the Biscuit Fire area. Southern Oregon 
forest defenders are calling on all allies 
to support these actions in whatever 
ways they can. 

"An impressive log cabin fortress 
now stands on the single road leading 
to this remote North Kalmiopsis tim- 
ber sale, sealing off vehicle access to 
an area now referred to by many as the 
"Siskiyou Free State." In addition, an 
unusual new form of tree sit has been 
established in one of the units of the 
sale that connects many trees together 
across multiple acres in a rope-work 
network that suspends an activist in 
midair while preventing any trees from 
being felled in the area. 

"Dozens of people worked through 
the night with chainsaws and other 
tools to transform an abandoned log 
deck and boulder pile into a Lincoln Lo < 
completely blocks the road from human passage, other 
than foot traffic. Beneath the fortress is a boulder-fortified 
basement chamber that contains two activists secured to 
lockdown devices that prevent their removal. 

"Law enforcement has now made contact with the block- 
ade. Spirits are high and activists are confident the fortress 
will remain in place for a good while. The forest canopy 
network is sure to last even longer. Now is the time to take 
action in defense of this magnificent landscape. We cannot 
sit idly by while the last of the pristine backcountry on our 
public lands are sold away for corporate profit! Activists 
are on their way to the Free State now! Join us! Spread this 
message! Donate to local groups! Write letters to the editor 
and to the Forest Service! Have your voice heard in defense 
of the Wild!" 


[Note from an Editor who was there: While that 
blockade didn't fare particularly well — as in, the Law 
came, caught activists off-gaurd and evicted the un- 
occupied cabin later that same day (ouch!) — it was 
one of many obstacles which impeded loggers and 
Forest Service for weeks following, calling attention 
to the sale and becoming part of the groundswell 
that scaled back the Biscuit logging plan from its ini- 
tial gargantuan proposal. 

The backcountry resistance continued for weeks fol- 
lowing that blockade, and relationships were forged 
which continue to this day. This is the case for most 
every full-time direct action campaign (or "Free State") 
that I've known of. Whether it lasts one day or six 
years, real victory can only begin the moment we draw 
our line in the sand.] 
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by the Monkey Wrench Gang 


Napoleon’s army may have traveled on its stomach, but the 
army of wilderness destruction travels by road and vehicle. 

Indeed, one of the most commonly used criteria for “wilderness” is “roadlcssness.” 

Roads are used for logging, for mineral exploration and development, for oil 6 gas , 

activity, for grazing “management,” for powerline construction, for dam building, for 
ski area, recreational, and subdivision development. They are also used by trappers, 
poachers, slob hunters, archaeological site vandals, prospectors, seismographic 
crews, and other vanguards of the industrial spoliation of the wild. 

The road network on public lands, however, cannot be effectively guarded against a 
serious campaign to close it. The money is not available to both build and constantly 
repair roads in rough, remote country. And vehicles — whether on the roads or off 
— are highly vulnerable to having their tires flattened if they enter areas where they 
don’t belong. 

With the simple tools and techniques discussed here, an Earth defender can 
essentially declare her own wilderness boundary and safeguard an area from vehicle- 
borne destruction. Are two roadless areas separated by a dirt road? Close it. Are 
“cherry-stem" roads invading a block of wild country from all sides? Shut them off 
at the periphery. Is the Forest Service building a logging road into prime wildlife 
habitat? Wreck it. Are miners, seismographers, surveyors, trappers, or poachers 
threatening your area? Take their transportation away. Are bozos on their tricycles 
or dune buggies trashing a wild canyon, roadless beach, or desert valley? Flatten their 
tires and make 'em walk out. 

The most vulnerable portion of the in duStrial 
in£rastrUCtU re isthc transportation network. 

The cco defender can sa fely, seCurely, cheaply, 
and effectively disrupt it — and saVe wild country. 

An additional attraction of road spiking or road destruction is that it is much more 
difficult for the villains to protect hundreds of miles of road from sabotage than it 
is for them to guard a few pieces of heavy equipment or active logging sites. You arc 
in much less danger of apprehension doing this kind of monkcywrenching out in 
the wildwood than you are crawling around equipment yards. Nonetheless, do not 
neglect basic security precautions. 
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Road Spiking 

A modem version of the Vietnamese "punji stake" 
offers a simple means of closing an unsurfaced road. 
An angle-cut metal rod driven into the road's wheel 
rut will puncture tires while not harming people. The 
1/2 inch diameter rod, protruding only about three 
inches, is too blunt to penetrate a shoe sole under a 
person's weight, but sharp enough to puncture the tire 
of a heavy vehicle. With this technique you can cure 
an off road vehicle (ORV) problem or make a logging or 
mining operation unprofitable. By harassing a survey 
or exploration crew with these you might persuade a 
corporation not to proceed with a mining or drilling 
operation. The possible applications are extensive since 
almost any exploitive enterprise requires roads. 

You can buy the materials to close a road for pocket 
change, and can place the stakes alone in a very brief 
time. By not involving anyone else, you can insure that 
nobody can betray you. That peace of mind is some- 
times worth more than the encouraging companion- 
ship. Since the stakes can be driven quickly and easily, 
there is little chance of being seen, let alone identified, 
if you exercise even minimal caution. 

Obtaining the Materials 

Any piece of hard metal that can be sharpened and 
driven into the ground will work. For convenience and 
economy, we recommend 1/2 inch diameter steel rod 
used for concrete reinforcement, usually called "num- 
ber four rebar" in the construction trades. 

If you buy rebar pre-cut to length, you will order 
"one foot number-four dowels," and you will have to 
sharpen one end. 

If you decide to cut the stakes from longer rods, 
you can hacksaw stakes such that the ends are sharp 
enough. Cut the rods off at a sharp angle (at least 45 
degrees) every couple of feet, then cut these pieces in 
half with a straight-across cut. Thus each stake is about 
one foot long, with one sharp end and one blunt end. 
Stakes longer than a foot are hard to drive deep enough 
in rocky ground; much shorter and they are not stable. 
Longer ones may be useful in very soft ground. 

. If you buy the longer rod and cut it, keep in mind 
that rebar is usually bought by contractors in quantity 
and delivered to a construction site. So, do not call at- 
tention to yourself by repeatedly buying small quanti- 
ties of rebar and hack-saw blades in the same building 
supply store in an area where "road spiking" is taking 
the profits out of some local rip-off. Rebar is common, 
ordinary stuff, though, and nobody will take any in- 
terest in why you want it so long as you don't need a 
salesperson's help in figuring out what (and how much) 
to order. Order a length that you can easily transport. 
Buy the best hacksaw blades, since cheap ones break 
easily and will only make a few cuts before dulling. 
Buy the longest blades you can find in order to get a 
decent stroke (most hacksaws accept blades of various 
lengths). This will make cutting much easier. 


Expedient Method of Cutting Stakes 

Secure one end of the rod (by clamping, jamming, 
etc.) and lay the free end across a crotched (or notched) 
piece of wood under the cut to be made, about one foot 
from the end. Lay the blade alongside one of the reten- 
tion ridges which run across the rebar at a 45 degree 
angle. Make several light strokes until the blade cuts 
into the bar enough to prevent sideways slipping. With 
a little practice you can cut more than a dozen road 
spikes an hour in this manner. If you cut up a rod or 
two in your spare time during the week, you will have 
plenty- by the weekend. 

Building a Jig (optional) 

For ease and convenience, you may want to build a 
jig to hold the rod steady and to guide the sawblade. 
Any kind of "miter box" that doesn't reduce the length 
of the stroke much is okay. A simple method is to place 
two cement blocks on end and place the length of re- 
bar to be cut in the grooves on the ends. Saw the rebar 
between the cement blocks. 

Using an Acetylene Torch (optional) 

A torch is the fastest and easiest method of turning 
out large numbers of stakes. Learning how to cut (as 
opposed to welding or joining) with a torch is easy. 
Someone can show you in half an hour how to hook 
up and adjust the equipment well enough to burn off 
rods. Learn how to handle the gases and equipment 
safely, and to adjust the flame. 

Placing the Stakes 

Make the "cap" so that you can drive the stakes into 
the ground without blunting the sharp end. Buy two 
3/8 to 1/4 inch galvanized pipe "reducers," one 3/8 by 
5 inch galvanized pipe nipple, and one 1/4 inch nipple 
of any length (the shorter the better), and assemble as 
follows: Screw the five inch long pipe into the large 
ends of both reducers; screw the smaller pipe into the 
small end of one of the reducers; then cut it off flush. 

Place the reducer with the flush-cut nipple over the 
sharp end of the road spike and hammer the other end 
of the reducer to drive the stake into the ground. If you 
simply put a piece of 1/4 inch pipe over the sharp end 
of the stake and hammered on it to drive in the rebar, 
one pipe end would deform very quickly from ham- 
mering and the stake would wedge up in the other end. 
The reducers hold their shape and make this a long 
lasting tool. Driving the first stake creates a seat (in the 
end that fits over the stake) into which succeeding road 
spikes should be fitted. 

Where to Place Road Spikes 

For effectiveness and safety, give thought to where 
you place road spikes. Avoid areas where a blow-out 
or flat from the stake might put the driver of the ve- 
hicle in danger. Roads or "jeep trails" with a sheer, long 
drop-off on one side are obvious danger zones. Choose, 
instead, a flat area or low point in the vehicle path. De- 
termine whether you should spike a long vehicle route 
at the beginning or in a remote location in the middle. 
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Will a flat miles from nowhere endanger a typically 
overweight, soft ORVer? 

Although road spikes are difficult to see from a ve- 
hicle (particularly a charging muscle .wagon), picking 
a spot where they will be extra difficult to see will in- 
crease their effectiveness. Choose a spot where vegeta- 
tion to the side, shadows, a dip in the route, a curve, 
or other natural camouflaging will obscure the three 
inches of dark rod protruding from the ground. Also, 
pick a site where there is an excellent chance of the 
road spike making contact with a tire. At some points 
along a vehicle route, there may be several feet of vari- 
ance for the tires. Several road spikes may be needed 
across the route there to flatten a tire. Instead, select a 
spot where ruts or natural constrictions keep the tire 
tread confined and where one spike is sure to make 
contact with knobby rubber. Crossings of streams and 
dry washes are also choice locations. Look at the terrain 
and previous vehicle tracks to determine where each of 
your spikes will wreak maximum (but not dangerous) 
havoc on vehicle tires that should not be there. 

Consider the direction most vehicles will be travel- 
ing and incline the road spikes accordingly. It may be 
necessary on some routes to direct your spikes in both 
directions. 

Even with proper planning of spike placement, your 
road spikes may stand out. Put a tumbleweed, litter, or 
small branches over visible spikes to hide them. 

Field Notes 

Check a dead-end jeep trail before you spike it. It is 
best to flatten some-one's tires when they are going in, 
not coming out. 

Often a trustworthy partner is useful for security. 
While one person drives the spikes in the road, the oth- 
er can watch or listen for vehicles or hikers. Prudently 
used, radios can add to security. 

Placing a rag over the head of the spike driver when 
hammering in stakes may help to deaden the noise of 
hammering. 

Rebar is cheap. Rebar also saws easily and quickly 
with a good hacksaw blade — don't be intimidated by 
the task until you try it. 

Disguise your spikes with small branches. This may 
be especially effective on logging roads. Soon, drivers 
will be afraid to drive over any fragment of dead tree. 

3/8 inch rebar can also be used for road spikes. It is 
cheaper, saws easier, and is lighter to transport in your 
pack. Except for really macho tires, it should do an ad- 
equate job. 

3/8 inch diameter rebar cut in two or three foot 
lengths has been found effective for flattening the tires 
of dune buggies and the like on beaches and in sand 
dune areas. 

Free rebar can oftentimes be had by scouting 
around old construction sites where short pieces 
have been discarded. 

On almost every construction job where rebar is used, 


many small pieces will be left over. If you walk up and 
ask whoever is putting in the steel if you can have the 
leftover rebar for a home project, they generally will be 
happy to give it to you. 

A quick and easy way to cut rebar for road spikes is 
to rent a heavy pair of bolt cutters (handles at least 
3' long). Place one handle on the ground and stand 
on the grip. You want the whole cutter lying on the 
ground except for the one handle used to work the 
jaws. While keeping the cutters flat, raise the jaws as 
wide (high) as you can. Place the rebar in as close to 
the hinge pin as possible, then put your full weight on 
the handle. The jaws will eat right through, crimping 
the bar into a razor-sharp edge. Be careful; you can lose 
blood to these sharp little suckers. You may not be able 
to cut the rebar at more than a 20 degree angle, but 
field experience has proven that to be sharp enough. 
This method works well for anyone over 175 pounds; 
a smaller person might want to use a hydraulic cutter. 
In two hours, you can have enough stakes to spike a lot 
of jeep trail. 

The so-called "Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988" which 
made tree spiking a federal felony, also made road spik- 
ing (including nailboards) a similar crime. This testifies 
to the effectiveness of road spiking and to the concern 
industry and ORVers have about its increasing use. 


Use of a Road Spike Driver 



Place the driver over the sharpened end of the rebar stake and hammer it in. 



flote the “Seal’ created in the end of the driver(thel/4 inch nipple screwed into 
one of the reducers. 



My name is Emma Murphy-Ellis 
and I Support Sabotage... 


I state without fear — 
but with the hope of 
rallying our collective 
courage — that I support 
radical actions. I sup- 
port tools like indus- 
trial sabotage, monkey 
wrenching machinery 
and strategic arson. The 
Earth's situation is dire. 

If other methods are 
not enough, we must 
not allow concerns 
about property rights to 
stop us from protecting 
the land, sea, and air. To- 
day, more than ever, the 
Earth needs our effec- 
tive action using all the 
methods of resistance 
at our disposal. Radi- 
cal actions and radical 
movements grow out 
of supportive cultures. 

Let us once again build 
a strong supportive base 
for them. 

Don't get me wrong. During the Green Scare, in 
which dozens of activists were incarcerated, our move- 
ment got seriously screwed with, and we have had 
some extremely hard times because of the outstanding 
repression we have faced for the last six years. I want to 
remember that we were targeted by the powers that be 
because we were effective. Not only was EF! a growing 
force with which the state and corporations were fear- 
ful to reckon, but also that other more radical affinities 
were being forged in our communities. 

To state it clearly, ELF actions came out of our com- 
munities and shared struggles. 

The FBI knows that. Its been said in court by their 
officers. Its been written in their documents. Instead of 
shying away from that, let's say it proudly. We already 
face major repression. Pretending that is not the case 
does nothing but mislead new folks and create more 
fear. Let me say it again: the majority of underground eco- 
logical actions that took place over the last decades grew out 
of our movements that were supportive of them. Our move- 
ments were the incubator. 


Are you disheart- 
ened that there are 
less radical actions 
attacking the root 
causes of the ecolog- 
ical crisis? Me too. 
So let's take one ef- 
fective, tangible step 
towards changing 
that by openly cel- 
ebrating all tools in 
the box. 

However, when 
celebrating, we 
should be mindful 
of practical lessons 
of security culture 
learned from the 
Green Scare. The 
best practical advice 
in celebrating sabo- 
tage is to publicly 
celebrate, but not 
to publicly incite. 
Inciting is illegal. 
For example, yelling, 
"The logging trucks 
are coming, everybody get into the road, block it, and 
then firebomb the fucker!" Not so smart. 

But, it is not illegal, for example, to get excited 
around the camp fire, stand up, and read a particu- 
larly eloquent communique out loud while others 
clap, cheer, and celebrate how the bad guys got their 
asses kicked that round. It is not illegal to talk about 
how awesome the blockade and sabotage was (in the 
hilarious communique below, for example) and say 
proudly that you wish there were more like it. And, 
it should not be illegal to openly support and gener- 
ally advocate the use of incendiary devices. But please 
note, there are no promises in love and eco-war; the 
state and its courts have proven over the years that if 
they want you bad enough, universal human rights 
of speech and expression may not matter. A friendly 
lawyer checked this part of this article out and agreed that 
the do's and dont's listed here are indeed the case. 

With that all said, I propose that EF! gets back to 
openly and publicly celebrating radical, underground 
tactics, in our songs, our stories, our journal, and 



(Above), Burning ski resort in Vail, Colorado, on October 19, 1999, costing $12 million. From a 
communique to the press: “12 miles of roads and 885 acres of clearcuts will ruin the last, best lynx 
habitat in the state. Putting profits ahead of Colorado ’s wildlife will not be tolerated. ” ( Below left) 
August 1, 2003, a 206-unit condominium in San Diego was destroyed, with a banner left at the scene 
saying “If you build it, we will burn it, " signed “The ELF'S are mad. ” Damages totaled $50 million, 
flames reached an estimated 200 feet in the air. ( Below right). Cheap, easy, anytime, anywhere... 



40 


on our T-shirts (anyone remember the one that read: I 
torched Vail, ask me why). , 

If there is a knock on your door by the agents of state 
repression (supposedly because of your undying, un- 
abashed support of poiuring abrasive compounds into 
gas tanks, loosening bolts that hold up power lines, or 
smashing computers at your local biotech facility.) So 
what. Yep, just more evidence, that we live in a police 
state. Let's use that knock 
as a springboard to orga- 
nize stronger and more ef- 
fective resistance to state 
harassment. 

And a quick note about 
security culture, because 
I feel like our movement 
has gotten way off track 
with that subject. Secu- 
rity culture is the building 
of awareness intended to 
keep one safe from repres- 
sion. It is essentially a set 
of guidelines on how to 
live in an active resistance 
movement where indi- 
viduals may or may not be breaking the law, and 
minimize risks of the state cracking down on us. It is 
not a bunch of paranoid random rituals or estranged 
superstitions, nor is it folks being alienating to new 
people or a way to act cool and superior. It is, in fact, 
a whole bunch of behaviors and, for lack of a better 
phrase, social protocols — which are always evolv- 
ing — for how to behave in order to keep yourself, 
and everyone else you interact with, safer. It is some- 
thing that should be done so fluidly that most of the 
time, others don't even know you are doing it. And 
when eventually it is needed for you to "call some- 
one out” you will do it in a way that makes them 
feel all the more welcomed and a part of a learning 
movement, as opposed to alienated and even more 
unsure as to how to act responsibly, right? 

Perhaps the most damaging events from the Green 
Scare are behind us. But the brunt of the cleanup and 
lessons we still must learn lie ahead. The Green Scare 
cracked some of the foundations of our movement 
leaving us unstable and, in my opinion, in desperate 
need of shoring up. 

One of the reasons I think our movement contin- 
ues to get smaller and smaller is because we have, 
out of fear, limited and censored ourselves. Our sup- 
port of radical direct action is one of the main things 
that made us unique. There are no other groups like 
us around; no other above ground ecological activist 
group that vocally supports, unabashedly and un- 
apologetically, the use of every tool in the tool box to 
take down this fucked up system and hopefully save 
what little we have left, so that it can recover from the 


plague of industrial civilization. 

Long live the ■ Earth Liberation Front! 

Yours for the rev, 

UsNEA (ALSO KNOWN AS EMMA "COME AND GET ME, 

fuckers" Murphy-Ellis) 

P.S. Since its not illegal, I wanted to share some 

excerpts from a commu- 
nique that was sent out 
October 13, 2008, after 
the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way sabotage took place. 
Pass it along! Share it with 
friends! 

Enjoy! 



"In an attempt to cause a 
shitload of economic dam- 
age to the infrastructure of 
the CP rail main-line, we 
cut down two telephone 
poles across the tracks just 
to the north of their main 
intermodal yard outside To- 
ronto. A pile of fallen trees was ignited with gasoline across 
the tracks, and we molotov’d one of those weird grey box 
things that look pretty important and are full of electrical 
shit. We also tied copper wire across the tracks to signal 
the blockage so no one would get hurt. That was way more 
exciting than a turkey dinner! 

...For us the Spirit Train is every train, they're all spread- 
ing "Olympic spirit," or more like the spirit of capitalism: 
construction materials, military equipment, useless con- 
sumer products, tourists... 

Fuck it all. Every ride on the rails is a ride for the same 
invasion that's been goin on since the railway was built to 
colonize this whole place. This rail system has been devel- 
oped and is utilized to serve our exploiters and enemies. As 
long as the exploiters exist, infrastructure will always be 
their weapon. So we wanna destroy it all... their railway, 
highways, cameras, telecommunications, it's all serving 
the masters and their police. We're not interested in ex- 
pressing our dissatisfaction at a symbolic part of the prob- 
lem. We want to actually dismantle the whole system and 
hit these cracker-ass-capitalists where it hurts. It's not just 
the Spirit Train; it's every train, the tracks and the social 
structure they maintain! 

This is solidarity with all the comrades raisin' hell wher- 
ever they live. Keep the struggle burning locally, and your 
solidarity reaches globally. This chaos was for the warriors 
everywhere who are still facing charges for their involve- 
ment in acts of resistance quite like this one. It don't mat- 
ter how hard they come down on us cause there are too 
many of us waiting to explode. Let's show'em what we 
can do and aim for our actual objective! ... Every train — 
stopped, every track — untied, every jail — destroyed!" 
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by Stephanie McMillan 
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Minimum Security is a comic strip about a group of friends fighting ecocidal 
maniacs. Read it five days a week at minimumsecurity.net. 


W(SCH)6F »N 
Tft£ FOREST 


Stephanie McMillan also draws Code Green, a weekly editorial cartoon about 
the environmental emergency. See it at stephaniemcmillan.org/codegreen. She 
has three books, including As the World Bums (a graphic novel) and Mischief 
in the Forest (a children’s book), both created with writer Derrick Jensen. 
They are available at minimumsecurity.net or derrickjensen.org. 
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All our language is woven from animal hair. 

— Robert Bly, The Night Abraham Called to the Stars — 

1 am come in very truth leading you to Nature with'all 
her children to bind her to your service and make her 
your slave.. .the mechanical inventions of recent years 
do not merely exert a gentle guidance over Nature's 
courses/they have the power to conquer and subdue 
her, to shake her to her foundations. 

— Sir Francis Bacon, The Masculine Birth of Time — 

I said to the saw palmetto: "Sister, speak to me of 
God." And the saw palmetto blossomed. 

— ADAPTED FROM NlKOS KaZANTZAKIS, REPORT TO GRECO — 


Chrysalis and Concrete 

The Interstate of Powdered Bone bisects the Briger for- 
est, which some call the Briger Tract or Indian Creek 
site #33, carrying the bodies of busy shadows through 
the forgotten land of miracles — wetlands, fire thirsty 
pine forests, and secret animal conspiracies. Anastacia 
calls it the Armadillo forest. 

Anastacia is seven. She is in a beautiful world bur- 
ied in mango blossoms, concrete, and the warm spar- 
klin'g twilight of dystopia. She has green eyes speck- 
led variously with gray, purple and yellow. It’s late 
winter and the weather is warm. The air is salty and 
windy, tinted with the smell of mulberries and diesel 
gas. The sun is sitting heavy over the pines and the 
concrete facades of wealth. Anastacia sits at the edge 
of the forest counting cars, awaiting an invitation 
from an armadillo. 

The Briger is skirted by the Avenue of Biotechnology 
at its northern edge, Hood Road to the south, Polished 
Glass street to the west, and Beach Fox lane to the 
east. Once a rather boisterous and comedic commu- 


nity known for their love of travel and adventure, it 
is only seldom now that a beach fox dares to peak 
beyond her home in the sea grape forests of the coast. 
The last festival to host armadillos and foxes cavort- 
ing together took place just after the construction of 
Beach Fox lane, twelve years ago. Several foxes died 
on the crossing home. 

And it is not a very large forest anymore. The hun- 
dred mile fingers of cabbage palm and pine habitat no 
longer press, uninterrupted, through marsh and sugar 
sand to mix with the Loxahatchee river, Hungrey- 
land Slough, the Corbett, or Dupruis further west — 
remnants of the wild and estranged underbelly of the 
South. Anastacia, with a good machete or a snake's 
slither, could cross whats left of the Briger, from high- 
way to highway, in three or four hours. 

In a sterile building ornamented with exotic plants a 
large man finalizes a zoning permit. The Briger forest 
will be felled, parcels of trees mitigated into pockets 
around trenched ponds, endangered species will be 
gathered by biologists and relocated to eco-ghettos. 
Species without a designation of concern will be tram- 
pled and dispersed indiscriminately. Pipes will be laid, 
streets woven in, and enormous biotech labs and vi- 
variums will glitter through the remaining pines/ the 
squirms and screams of the organisms inside muted 
by sanitized walls. The new economy is coming to the 
South. The glint of a sounder money making scheme 
than the old economy has that modernizing ring — the 
development of alternative biofuels, nanotechnology, 
posh onsite apartments, boutiques, and restaurants 
for technocrats from California, Sweden and France, 
and the whole pharmacopoeia of genetically modi- 
fied and patented life. 

This way, a rustle whispers. The thin hairy tail of 
an armadillo, the one Anastacia calls Thea, disappears 
into the undergrowth, beckoning with little formali- 
ty. Anastacia keeps her head low and unmoving, but 
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watches with her eyes for a moment when no cars are 
passing. Her heart feels warm as she warts. She finds 
her moment and follows the invitation into the thick 
understory. 

The pounding sun creates an eclipse through the 
density of forest, casting long shadows. Anastacia is 
small for her age which is a great benefit. Saw pal- 
metto, with serrated fronds, grows upwards and in 
almost total density below the pines to over eight 
feet. A small person, however, can find where the 
density subsides. Below three feet secret paths form, 
weaving between the impenetrable walls. It takes a 
special eye to find them, to follow the smaller trails 
of bobcat, racoon, oppossum, and armadillo. Anasta- 
cia has special eyes. 

Pause here Thea motions. The small armored creature 
looks deep at Anastacia. Time passes. A small burst of 
rain comes and goes. 

A patch of pennyroyal blossoms glow blue-purple. 
The smell of wild fennel floats over the crisp pine fra- 
grance. Thea unlocks her gaze and rushes off quickly, 
burrowing under a large palmetto root. Anastacia sits, 
winded from the crawl-climb-slash of moving through 
saw palmetto. She has a small cut above her eye. The 
warmth of the coagulated blood is comforting to her. 

As she lays back in the sugar sand, she looks up at 
the exact moment that another cloud releases a brief 
slip of warm rain. It mists her eyes and it feels warm 
like crying or laughing hard. Its a promising omen to 
her. The pines are whipping, almost in dance, and the 
cabbage palms, with their alien structures, remind her 
of nothing. They are unto themselves. She stands up 
and raises her arms, takes to flight in a spin, and falls 
down laughing. These moments for her are once upon 
a time and she can imagine many endings. She knows 
all of the endings. 

On the horizon she sees the twisting spire of a bio- 
tech building, the Scripps tower, tangling the verti- 
cal forest in a kind of gross mediation. Its the kind of 
building that will soon move into the pinelands and 
replace them. It looks like a syringe injecting the sky. 
She can hear the construction of the Max Planck Insti- 
tute, a German bio-science operation, across the street. 
Its the same organization at odds with the Apache 
over the invasion and construction of an observatory 
on the sacred peak of Mt. Graham in Arizona. When 
will construction start here? she wonders. It will come 
very fast and the forest will be gone. 

Iatrogenic — A medical term indicating an ailment 
caused by a cure, such as impotence induced by an- 
tidepressants, addiction to prescription painkillers, or 
an unhealthy dependence on indoor heating and air 
conditioning. "There was an old lady who swallowed 
a fly..." 

— From Rolung Thunder No. 2 — 


Iatrogenic — Foremost among today's iatrogenic 
(doctor-induced) diseases is the pretense of doctors 
that they provide their clients with superior health. 

This, while new sicknesses are constantly defined and 
institutionalized, and the cost of enabling people to 
survive in unhealthy cities and sickening jobs con- 
tinues to skyrocket. The monopoly of the medical 
profession now extends over an increasing range of 
everyday occurrences in every person's life, and pres- 
ervation of the sick life of medically dependent people 
in an unhealthy environment has become its princi- 
pal business." 

— From Ivan Iluch's Tools for Conviviality — 

She hears^the rustle of the armadillo again. It is 
somewhere deep in the roots below her and moving 
south. Every so often it stops and pushes a subterra- 
nean thump to call her forward. 

She pushes back into the saw palmetto, soon to 
blossom their medicinal berries. Her feet and knees 
push her quickly and there is the sound of crash- 
ing as she collides with gray dead fronds. She looks 
down to keep her footing and traces patches of 
black soil, white sand, decaying branches. She looks 
up. A tall man wearing a variety of instruments tow- 
ers over her. 

"What are you doing out here? You are trespassing," 
says the man. He is handsome and has a friendly but 
concerned face. She averts her eyes. He is not a cop. 
He is a biologist working for the Fish and Wildlife 
Commission. He is holding a wrap of orange tape 
and a wrap of white tape stripped with blue. 

"What are you doing here?" Anastacia asks in re- 
turn. A cloud opens up with a small spatter of rain 
again. They both pause to take it in. 

"I'm marking gopher tortoise burrows for reloca- 
tion and marking trees with endangered ferns and 
bromeliads to be saved for transplant. I'm also look- 
ing for wood stork rookeries. I don’t think there are 
any of those left in this forest. Do your parents know 
where you are? Are you with the tree-sitters?" 

"What about the rest? What about the armadillos? 
What about the eagles and bobcats?" 

"Those are not protected darling. The eagles will 
find a new place to hunt and the armadillos, well, 
there are lots of them in this part of the country. I'm 
sure the bobcats will move on." 

"What about all these pine, all the palmetto and 
the flowers? What about the forest?" 

"Its going to be developed. The permits are in or-, 
der. Your parents can take you to the state park." 

Anastacia stands in the shadow of a tall man. 
She is determined never to speak to him again. 
They do not have a language in common. They 
speak from two different worlds. She rushes into 
the thick understory as he calls out to her to come 
back, to be careful. 
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There is a nightmare war over life 


On March 9, 2010, an underground cell of the Animal 
Liberation Front sends an encrypted email to Scripps re- 
searcher Howard Fox. With no return address the mes- 
sage explains that they have placed an incendiary device 
(25% fine powder aluminum and 75% fine powder iron 
oxide) in his vehicle parked outside the bio-pharma- 
ceutical company's La Jolla facility. Having received the 
message he paces in his lab. Beyond the sound proof 
walls primates injected with methamphetamines and 
the Simian Immunodeficiency Virus wait to die. 

Several months later in September 2010, members 
of an ALF cell infiltrate Primate Products, Inc in Doral, 
Florida just outside of Miami, a leading distributor of pri- 
mates and restraining devices to vivariums around the 
world including Huntingdon Life Sciences and Scripps. 
What they unveil is a hidden world of crushed skulls, 
scraped and seared flesh, and human supremacy. Images 
of the tortured animals are leaked to the media and the 
Food and Drug Administration. Donald Bradford, presi- 
dent of Primate Products glances over his shoulder, flicks 
his cigar, and walks toward a media crew waiting to in- 
terview him outside of the vivarium. 

On May 8, 2011 another cell throws down a middle 
of the night blockade at Primate Product's secret breed- 
ing facility along the edge of the Big Cypress swamp 
and the Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge near 
Immokalee. Truck tires, logs, and cement blocks are 
chained and tarred to impede the arrival of vivisectors 
to a "primadaptation" conference. The brochure for the 
event highlights a course on turning "naive" primates 
into "willing workers." An anti-terrorism sign near the 
entrance is spray painted and a banner reads "No Pri- 
mate Products," "No Scripps." 
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Over a period of years, Corninne Lasmezas, a sci- 
entist with the department of infectology at Scripps 
Florida heads up a study on the transmission of bo- 
vine spongiform encephalopathy to nonhuman pri- 
mates. BSE, also known as mad cow disease, is caused 
by forced bovine cannibalism. The factory meat in- 
dustry, in order to cut costs, has been known to feed 
their beef cattle the remains of ground up cattle, and 


specifically sick cattle that they can not sell on the 
market to humans. In the study, brain particulate from 
infected cows is fed to macaque monkeys imported 
from the wild or bred in captivity by companies like 
Primate Products. What follows for the macaques 
is rendered in emotionless scientific jargon: truncal 
ataxia (impaired motor function), hypermetria (loss of 
voluntary movements), dysesthesia (unpleasant sensa- 
tions produced by ordinary stimuli), priapism (persis- 
tent and painful erections), myoclonus (uncontrollable 
and shock-like twitching of muscles), paralysis, with- 
draw!, depression, death and autopsy. Their opened 
brains show rot and liquefaction. The study concludes 
that primates are susceptible to infection from con- 
taminated cow brain. 

Biotechnology is creating a new industrial revolution 
based on biology instead of petroleum. As biotech 
processes replace old rust-belt technologies, they are 
enabling a transformation from a petroleum-based 
economy to a bio-based economy. 

— B. Erickson, Biotechnology Industry Organization — 

This burgeoning "bioeconomy" conceives the planet 
as a closed system to be managed and claims to es- 
tablish the foundations for a science that would in- 
tegrate all the parameters of life... video-surveillance 
cameras, spirituality, biotechnologies and sociability 
all belong to the same "civilizational paradigm" now 
taking shape, that of a total economy rebuilt from the 
ground up. Its intellectual matrix is none other than 
cybernetics, the science of systems-that is, the science 
of their control. 

In the 17th century it was necessary, in order to 
completely impose the force of economy and its ethos 
of work and greed, to confine and eliminate the whole 
seamy mass of layabouts, liars, witches, madm'en, 
scoundrels and all the other vagrant poor, a whole hu- 
manity whose very existence gave the lie to the order 
of interest and continence. The new economy cannot 
be established without a similar screening of subjects 
and zones singled out for transformation. 

— The Invisible Commitee, The Coming Insurrection — 

PlNELAND CANOPY OCCUPATION 

"Is the banner ready to unfurl" a tired voice yells out 
over the rush of interstate traffic. She is anchored into 
a spindly 50 foot pine tree, pulling a line around to set 
a traverse. "Yeah, but the line seems loose." Another 
climber in another tree is preparing to drag a banner 
that reads "Defend this Forest" out over a line between 
two pines. They had spent the nights previous setting 
up a tree further back in the forest with hammocks, wa- 
ter, food, and tarps, preparing for a long term canopy 
occupation to block the destruction of the forest and 
the construction of the Scripps biotech city. The grass- 





roots environmental group responsible for the forest 
occupation has a history of fighting Scripps. 

From 2004 to 2006, activists fought and defeated the 
project from its initial site, a 2,000 acre fallow orange 
orchard along side of a 60,000 acre wildlife manage- 
ment area just northwest of the Briger. They chained 
the gates to the construction site, interrupted meet- 
ings with government officials, biotech lobbyists, and 
developers, visited the oceanfront condo of former 
Scripps CEO Richard Lerner (also a consultant for Phil- 
lip Morris through the Molecular Science Institute and 
a director of Kraft Foods) and they held public rallies 
in opposition. Though over thirty-eight million dollars 
of concrete, labor and litigation hit the site, a judge 
ordered the development to cease for lack of a proper 
Environmental Impact Statement. The developers sur- 
rendered the site and regrouped around the Briger. 

"Look, an eagle!" one of the climbers shouts. A giant 
bald eagle hovers for a moment over the spot where 
forest and interstate collide and then turns East. "I 
don't have enough steel links," the other responds. 

By noon camera crews, local sheriffs, and a Home- 
land Security SUV arrive. With the banner unfurled 
the two climbers withdraw to the interior tree to rest 
off the night's work in hammocks suspended forty feet 
over the thick saw palmetto below, far enough back to 
keep cherry-pickers out of reach. One of them dreams 
of the sound of the ocean rising up and blending with 
the rush of semi-trucks. The ocean turns dark black and 
turbulent. A spinner shark leaps from the water's sur- 
face and its eyes glow brilliant green then murky red. 
The other dreams of armadillos, thousands of them, 
climbing to the tops of the trees, escaping a flood. They 
pour over the climbers position like ants. 


The canopy occupation continues for over a month before 
police arrest the activists and cut all the trees connected 
to their site. 

Conspiracy 

The sun is falling towards the west. 

The humidity and salty air begin to prepare for rest. 
"This is Anastacia," Thea motions to the others gath- 
ered in the center of the forest. Anastacia is surrounded 
by hundreds of armadillos in a dark cabbage palm jun- 
gle. She can see many of their small faces lit by the thin 
fibrous strands of sun that fleck through the canopy 
of fronds. There are also tortoises and lizards present. 
Whispers and excited deep breaths rise and fall, filling 
the understory. Even the tall whisping grasses seem to 
move with conspiratorial intention. 

"You are gathering to defend this forest? You know 
what is happening" she asks, stuttering. 

"Soon we go on the offensive. We will," Thea responds 
"and there are others too. People may be adaptable to 
the loss of places like this. But we are not. We live and 
die right here. We have received correspondence from 
forces in Cascadia, Italy, Haiti, and Mexico. And we 
have you with us now. Thank you for coming." 

Between living and dreaming there is a third thing. 

Guess it. 

— Antonio Machado — 

There are many possible ends for the Armadillo forest. 
It survives. It is cleared. The biotech mega-project is 
born. It cures cancer. It causes cancer. The armadil- 
los are slaughtered, tossed head-long under bumpers 
and bulldozers. The armadillos are victorious. Dreams 
are realized, dreams are void. The ocean opens up, red 
and purple, over the Interstate of Powdered Bone. Re- 
lationships are born anew. 

Blood will be fixed on the ocean and the forest, the 
dark spaces, the white caps, the bromeliads-but also 
the underworld. Behind your face, turned away, will 
be another face. 

— Thea the Armadillo — 

The campaign to save the Briger Forest is ongoing. As of today 
the final development order has not been given. Everglades 
Earth First ! as well as other environmental and animal rights 
organizations are actively engaged in its defense. Keep an ear 
out for part II of this tale of truth and legend in a future issue 
of the EF! Journal. 

Etienne Doyle is an armadillo whisperer, journalist and 
fiction writer based in the bottomlands of South Florida. In 
2008 Etienne received an interdisciplinary degree in alligator 
philosophy and snapping turtle linguistics at the Ludd- 
Kaczyinski Institute of Ecology and Sustainable Demolition. 
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Nuclear resister Helen Woodson is scheduled to be 
released from prison in September 2011 after 27 years 
behind bars, most of them in maximum security. 

Back in November of 1984, Helen went to a Missouri 
nuclear missile silo with three others, where they be- 
gan to disarm it with sledgehammers and pneumatic 
jackhammer. She was sentenced to 18 years for that 
action. Twice when she was released on parole, she 
immediately did another action to spotlight corporate 
and court complicity in the destruction of the planet 
(like robbing a bank and immediately burning the 
money, and pouring symbolic blood at a courthouse 
security point.) These actions resulted in her arrest and 
being returned directly to prison for violating parole. 

Helen is now 67 years old and it has been a long 
time since she has lived on the outside. She will leave 
prison with a sweatsuit, plus books that she's accumu- 
lated. That's it. 

Since she will leave prison with no source of income 
or health coverage, she plans to apply for government 
benefits but it can take 6 months for someone to find 
out if they’ve been accepted to receive them. In the 
meantime, in addition to things like food and clothes, 
she will need to buy medications for multiple health 
problems, at quite a significant cost. She has asked 
friends to raise funds on her behalf. 
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Helen Woodson 


Can you help? Any amount, from $1 to $1000, 
will be gratefully received. Checks and money orders 
can be made payable to the Nuclear Resister (with "for 
Helen" written on the memo line) and sent to the Nu- 
clear Resister, PO Box 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733. Se- 
cure online donations can be made via paypal at the 
Nuclear Resister website at nukeresister.org/donate 
and note that the donation is for Helen. 


Left: Helen 

Woodson 

disarming 

nuclear 

missile silo 

lid with a 

sledgehammer 


With sledgehammers, in front of pneumatic jackhammer used during disarmament action at 
Minuteman II missile silo in Missouri on November 12, 1 984: Carl Kabat, Larry Cloud Morgan, 
Paul Kabat, Helen Woodson 
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Political Prisoners’ Summer Birthday List 


Send a birthday card to these po- 
litical prisoners. It's an easy way to 
help remind these eco-revolution- 
aries and freedom fighters that they 
aren't forgotten. If you make one, 
remember — don't use anything like 
white-out, stickers, tape or 
glitter on it. We also recom- 
mend that you put a name 
and address and their name 
and prisoner number on 
the card, lest the authorities 
"lose" the envelope and for- 
get where it is going. 

While the list highlights 
people in prison for ecologi- 
cal resistance and land strug- 
gles, we include prisoners of 
other liberation movements 
and politicized prisoners 
to nurture solidarity across 
movements. 

This list is brought to you 
by the Chapel Hill Prison 
Books Collective in collabo- 
ration with the Earth First! 

Journal. For those with inter- 
net access, a more complete 
list can be found at: earth- 
firstjournal.org/prisoners. 


Grant Barnes #137563, Arrow- 
head Correctional Facility, PO Box 
300, Canon City, CO, 81215-3000. 
Born June 21, Grant Barnes is 
an environmentalist who was ar- 
rested in 2007 for setting fire to 
a number of SUV's in Denver. He 
pled guilty and was sentenced to 
12 years. 

Delbert Orr Africa #AM4985, 
SCI Dallas, 1000 Follies Road, Dallas, 
PA 18612. Debbie Sims Africa 

#00-6307, 451 Fullerton Ave, 
Cambridge Springs, PA, 16403- 
1238. Delbert (bom June 21). 
and Debbie (born August 4) are 
two of the MOVE 9. There are 
currently eight MOVE activists 
in prison each serving 100 years 
after being framed for the murder 
of a cop in 1979. MOVE is an eco- 
revolutionary group dedicated to 
liberation struggles. 


Bill Dunne #10916-086, USP 
Pollock, PO Box 2099, Pollock, LA 
71467. Born August 3, Dunne is 
sentenced to 90 years for the at- 
tempted liberation of an anarchist 
prisoner in 1979. 


Dr. Mutulu Shakur, USP Flor- 
ence-High, PO Box 7000, Florence, 
CO, 81226. Bom August 8, Dr. 
Shakur has been in prison since 
1986 for activities in support of 
the Black liberation movement. 
Before his imprisonment, Dr. 
Shakur was a tireless educator and 
healer, one of the pioneers in us- 
ing acupuncture in the treatment 
of substance abuse. He was also a 
key organizer in the historic gang 
truce between the Bloods and the 
Crips at Lompoc Penitentiary and 
iS father of the late Tupac Shakur. 

Hanif Shabazz Bey (Beau- 
mont Gereau), RR 1 Box 9955, 
Kingshill, St Croix, VI, 00850. 
Born August 16. Arrested during 
the small-scale Mau Mau rebellion 
taking place to resist colonial rule 
in the US occupied Virgin Islands. 
Hanif was one of five known sup- 


porters of the Virgin Island inde- 
pendence movement charged with 
the attack. Using extreme torture 
and a Kangaroo Court in 1973 the 
five were sentenced to 8 consecu- 
tive life terms. 

Maliki Latine #81-A- 
4469, Clinton Correctional 
Facility, PO Box 2001, Dan- 
nemora, New York, 12929. 
Born August 23, Latine 
was in the Black Panther 
Party and spent eight years 
in the underground work- 
ing for Black liberation, do 
to government repression. 
On October 1, 1981, he 
was sentenced to 25-to-life 
in connection with a series 
of bank expropriations. He 
continues to suffer medical 
neglect of his food allergies 
at the hands of NY Depart- 
ment of Corrections. He is a 
devout Muslim (Shia Sufi), 
learned in philosophy, 
community organizing, 
communalistic living, mar- 
tial arts, self-discipline, and 
resistance. 

Sekou Odinga #09-A- 
3775, Shawangunk Correctional 
Facility, 750 Prison Road, Wallkill, 
NY 12589-0750. Born June 14, 
Odinga was Imprisoned for actions 
carried out in the fight for Black 
Liberation. In 1965 Sekou joined 
the Organization for Afro Ameri- 
can Unity, founded by Malcolm X. 
In early 1968 he helped build the 
Bronx Black Panther Party. In Janu- 
ary 1969 Sekou joined the Black Lib- 
eration Army. He remained under- 
ground partaking in revolutionary 
clandestine activity for 12 years un- 
til his capture. Among other things, 
he was charged with nine predicate 
acts of Racketeering Influenced Cor- 
rupt Organization (RICO), including 
the liberation of Assata Shakur from 
prison and expropriation of an ar- 
mored truck. He is serving a 40 year 
federal sentence, plus a consecutive 
state sentence. 
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Number IV 


Beltane 


May 1, 2011 


Beltane is the time for ecstasy, orgies and eco-defense, so why not head to Humboldt and help 
with their active treesit campaign to save giant Redwoods? While you're at it stop off in the North- 
ern Rockies and help stop the megaloads from reaching the Tar sands in Canada. Then, after all 
that, head back home and kickstart a campaign to bring down the earth brutilizers where you live! 


Compiled by the EF! Journal Collective chemical hydrofracturing after public March 15 

March 11 concern over health and environmental Sardines and Neurotoxins 

A Quake, Tsunami & Meltdown contamination spreads throughout the Scientific researchers conclude that a 
An 8.9 magnitude earthquake rocks the Marcellus Shale region. deadly neurotoxin has contaminated 

coast of the Osaka peninsula of Japan, March 14 King Harbor in Redondo Beach, CA 

creating a chain reaction of tidal waves, Kayak Blockade of Coal Shipping causing a fish die off reaching millions, 

power grid shutdowns and a massive Some 600 swimmers, kayakers, tubers March 16 
meltdown at a Japanese nuke plant and canoers overrun a coal shipping Turks take on Gold Mine 

comparable to Chernobyl. The quake harbor in Newcastle, Australia staling all Enviros and villagers in Northwestern 

was so intense that it caused the Earth’s coal shipments for the day. Turkey disrupt a meeting held by the 

axis to shift. On the upside, subsequent In other news bureaucrats of the Environment and 

massive protests spark the necessary Everglades Earth Firstlers commemorate Forest Ministry. Locals, carrying sticks 
counter to the so called "Nuclear Re- their one month anniversary of main- and beating cans chanted against the 

naissance." taining a treesit in the Briger Forest to Canadian company seeking to use gold 

March 13 hault deforestation and the develop- cyanadiation to extract the resource. 

Jersey Bans Hydrofracking ment of a Scripps biotech city. On the March 19 

Though temporary, Newjersey joins the following day another tree sit is erected Venezuela Vows No Nuke Plants 

state of New York in banning the pro- at a new location directly in the path of According to Venezuelan presidente 

cess of extracting natural gas through the development. Hugo Chavez, the South American 
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country will halt all future plans of building nuclear power 
plants, effectivly cutting its partnership with Russia to de- 
velop a nuke program. Chavez dted the nuke meltdown in 
Japan as a determining factor in his decision. 

March 20 

Thousands Protest Nuke Power in Taiwan 

Protesting the government’s decision to construct the is- 
land nation's fourth nuclear power plant in Kungliao on 
the northeast coast, thousands took to the streets demand- 
ing that construction hault, and the three existing plants 
be decomissioned. 

March 22 

Yankees AgainstYankee Nukes 

Hundreds of protesters turn out to demand that the 
Vermont Yankee nuclear power plant be shut down. 
Just days before, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
extended the life of the plant another 20 years despite 
several leaks, a cooling tower collapse, and official mis- 
statements by plant officials. * 

In other news 

Tasmanians Take to the Trees to Save Oldgrowth 

Blockades and tree-sits are set in West Wellington in the 
southern old growth forests of the island to hault logging 
and pressure the government to impose a moritorium. Two 
tree-sitters were extracted and arrested. 

In other other news 

Arizona Issues Permits for Three Uranium Mines near 
the Grand Canyon 

Yep, its true. The Arizona Department of Environmen- 
tal Quality has approved water and air quality permits 
for three uranium mines, including the proposed 
Canyon Mine near Red Butte, a site held sacred by the 
Havasupai Nation. 

March 23 

Chained Activists Hault Nuke Hearings 

An environmental assessment of the proposed construc- 
tion of new nuclear reactors at Darlington Power Plant on 
the north shore of Lake Ontario is delayed after Green- 
peace activists chained themselves to a table in the hearing 
room. They remained locked and immovable from 9am to 
1:30pm, shutting the meeting down completely. The activ- 
ists called for a 6-month moratorium on talks in light of 
the disaster in Japan. , 


March 25 

International Coal Group 
Sued over Selenium Pollution 
from W. Virginia Mine 

Three environmental groups (the 
Sierra Club, the Ohio Valley Envi- 
ronmental Coalition and the West 
Virginia Highlands Conservancy) 
sue coal operator ICG Eastern in 
federal court over a Webster Coun- 
ty surface mine they say has been 
discharging toxic selenium into 
streams for years. 

March 26 

200,000 Hit the Streets in Ger- 
many to Protest Nuclear Power 

Where the hell did they all come 
from? Carrying banners in solidar- 
ity with Japanese victims of the 
Fukushima meltdown, the streets 
of German cities are flooded with 
nuke resisters. 

March 26 

OK, This Isn't About the Envi- 
ronment But... 

Several hundred masked protesters 
clash with police, attack shops and 
occupy a top store in London after 
hundreds of thousands of people 
rallied against government austerity measures. Clad in black 
and covering their faces with scarves, the protesters stared 
down the law, hurling fireworks, petrol bombs and paint. 
HSBC bank had their windows smashed, while some protest- 
ers hurled missiles at London's landmark Ritz Hotel. Others 
lit a bonfire at Oxford Circus, in the heart of the shopping 
district. Bagpipers, steel bands, choirs and dancers were also 
out for the event. 

March 27 

Indigenous and Environmental Groups Set Sail from 
Australia to Protest Offshore Oil Drilling 

A flotilla of six boats sail from Auckland to launch a protest 
against plans by a Br azilian oil company to drill for oil and 
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gas off the East Cape of the North Island. Enviros and Maoris 
said they would fight to stop a future BP Gulf disaster from 
happening near Australia. 

March 28 

Radiation from Japan Detected in US Rainwater 

The Massachusetts Department of Public Health says that trac- 
es of radioiodine-131 which were likely from the Japanese nu- 
clear meltdown have been detected in a sample of rainwater in 
the US. Officials did not say where the sample was taken. 
March 29 

Farmers & Enviros Blockade Coal Seam Gas Pipeline 

A month long campaign to halt a gas pipeline escalates with 
one arrest at a human blockade of the construction site in 
Queensland, Australia 

March 30 

Diesel Spill in Maine 

At least 1,000 gallons of off-road diesel fuel leaked from a truck 
at the Foss Construction Co. , sending fuel into the Middle 
River, the Pleasant River and through vital smelt spawning 
beds. 

April 3 

Letter Bomb Explodes at Swiss Nuke Office 

A statement from the Italian Informal Anarchist Federa- 
tion was found in the remains of the explosion at the of- 
fices of Swissnuclear in the northern town of Olten. Au- 
thorities said the letter written in Italian was postmarked 
from abroad and referred to three eco-anarchists, Costan- 
tino Ragusa, Silvia Guerini, and Luca Bernasconi, con- 
nected with the group II Silvestre detained in Switzerland 
in connection with an attempted bombing at the Swiss 
headquarters of IBM in Zurich. II Silvestre opposes nano- 
technology, biotechnology, the state and the military. 
April 4 

Japan Dumps Radioactive Water into Ocean 

Japanese officials announce that they have dumped tons of 
water used to cool overheated fuel rods because they do not 
have the capacity to hold the water. Radiation levels along the 
shore of the plant measure several million times the "legal" 
limit. 

April 6 

Biggest Financers of Mountaintop Removal Exposed 

PNC, Citi, and UBS are the top three financial enablers of 
mountaintop removal coal mining, according to a report by 
Rainforest Action Network and the Sierra Club. 

In other news 

Banks "Closed" for Climate Crimes 

Rising Tide activists smear mud, tape up, and blockade two 
Portland, Oregon area banks, urging customers to find another 
location to hold their money. 

April 7 

Victory for Maine's Moosehead Lake 

Maine Earth Firstls longterm camapaign to save Moosehead 
Lake from development by Plum Creek sees a victory when a 
superior court judge rules development process illegal. 

April 8 

Three Murdered in Peruvian Anti-Mining Protests 

Agrarian peasants angered by the potential contamination 
of their water protest a proposed mine by Mexican owned 


Southern Copper. Clashes with security forces result in three 
protesters shot to death. A few weeks later the Peruvian gov- 
ernment denies the permit to build the mine. 

In other news 

Security Staff of Mine Assassinated 

Two security personel are found shot to death in a burning car 
outside of a contentious Freeport-McMoran mine in Papua. 

April 11 

Bolivia Grants Nature Equal Rights 

The law, which is part of a complete restructuring of the 
Bolivian legal system following a change of constitution 
in 2009, has been heavily influenced by a resurgent indig- 
enous Andean spiritual world view which places the envi- 
ronment and the earth deity known as the Pachamama at 
the center of all life. Humans are considered equal to all 
other entities. It will also enshrine the right of nature "to 
not be affected by mega-infrastructure and development 
projects that affect the balance of ecosystems and the lo- 
cal inhabitant communities" 

April 12 

New Green-Scare Indictment in Michigan 

A recent indictment order by Federal prosecutors in 
Grand Rapids Michigan has charged Jesse Waters, a De- 
troit area man, with damaging logging equipment and 
a flatbed trailer near Mesick, MI more than 10 years ago 
during an environmental campaign to halt deforesta- 
tion. The indictment further states that others painted 
the message "log in hell!" at the site of the incident. 
Environmental activist, musician, and mother of two, 
Marie Mason-was also charged and convicted for her al- 
leged role in the Mesick sabotage. She is currently serv- 
ing 22 years in prison. 

April 13 

Father of the "Crocodile Hunter" arrested in Pipeline 
Blockade 

He says his son would be proud of his actions in Australia. 

April 13 

Activists storm Department of the Interior, return oil 
TARBALLS TO BP 

Thousands gathered for the Powershift convention in DC to 
march to the Department of Interior and a corporate office 
of BP to return actual tarballs from the Gulf of Mexico oil di- 
saster one year ago. Later in the week dozens of activists are 
arrested for sit-ins and blockades throughout the capital. 
April 19 

Mongolians on Horseback Set up Yurt Occupation to 
Halt Mining 

Mongolian herders ride into the capital city right to the cen- 
tral square and set up camp, erecting their traditional yurts, 
prepared for a long Mongolian style free-state to protest the 
loss of land to foreign mining projects. 

April 25 

Anti-Road Protesters Set Up Camp to Block Freeway 
Construction 

The group Stop the Pave in British Columbia, Canada erect 
a camp to block the construction of a freeway that will 
cause havoc to the local environment and several indig- 
enous sites. 

3 


51 




Summer 201 1 
Announcements 

For updated calendar 
NEWSWIRE.EARTHFIRSTJOUBNAL.ORG 

-Day of Solidarity with Marie Mason 
and Eric Me David, June 11.june11.org 

-Stockholm Anarchist Bookfair, June 18 

-Wild Roots Feral Futures, June 14-22 

Southwest CO, feralfutures.blogspot.com 

-Allied Media Conference, Detroit, June 

23-26, alliedmedia.org 

-Barcelona Anarchist Bookfair, June 27- 
July 3, LLIBREANARQUISTA.NET 

-Earth First! Round River Rendezvous 
in the Northern Rockies, July 5-12 

NREF.WORDPRESS.COM 

-Third Annual TWAC (Trans and 
Womyn's Action Camp), July 27-Aug 1, 

TWAC.WORDPRESS.COM 

-Witch Camp, June 26-July 23 

californiawitchcamp.org/info.html 


Earth First! Directory 

* For a more complete listing of EF! contacts, 
venues and affiliated groups, contact the Jour- 
nal or check our online directory at earthfirst- 


Diablo EF! (Bay Area) 

diabloearthfirst@gmaiI . com 

EF! Humboldt 

contactefhum@gmail.com 

Santa Barbara EF! 

efinsb@gmail.com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 

sierranevadaearthfirst@gmail.com 

Colorado 

High Country EF! 

highcountryearthfirst@riseup.net 

Florida 

Everglades EF! 

EVERGLADESEARTHnRST.ORG 

Idaho 

Northern Rockies EF! 

http://nref.wordpress.com 

Kansas 

Great Planes EF! 

darmyheim@hotmail.com 

Maine 

Maine EF! 

maine.earth-hrst.net/ 

North Carolina 

Croatan Earth First! 

CROATANEARTHFmST.WORDPRESS.COM 


New York 

Fingerlakes EF! 

FINGERLAKESEARTHFIRST.ORG 

Hudson Valley EF! 

hudsonvalleyearthfirst@gmail.com 

Ohio 

Oberlin EF! 

oberlinearthfirst@gmail.com 

Oreg on 

Blue Mountain Biodiversity 
Project, 27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, 
OR 97830 

Cascadia EF! - Eugene 

cascadiaef@gmail.com 

Cascadia EF! - Portland 

cascadia_ef@riseup. net 

Tennessee 

Three Rivers EF! 

annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

Vjrgina 

RVA EF! 

rvaearthfirst@yahoo.com 


Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

Canada 

Elaho EF!: earth_first@resist.ca 

UK Earth First! Action Update 

earthfirst.org.uk/actionreports/ 

Germany 

efgermanycontact@googlemail.com 

Italy 

earthfirstpadova@ymail.com 


Earth First! ToolBox: Vehidulartage * 

For all motorvehicles and heavy equipment. 

1. Pour sand in the crankcase. Sugar and 
syrup are ineffective in gasoline or diesel fuel 
tanks and oil reservoirs. At best, they will mere- 
ly clog the filter. A handful or more of sand in 
the fuel tank or oil is much more effective and 
much easiser. Also, with sand you need not 
carry incriminating items like sugar or a bottle 
of Karo syrup. 

2. Jam door and ignition locks with slivers of 
wood, a hard tough cement like "super glue," 
or silicone rubber sealant. 

3. Pour a gallon or more of water or brine 
into the fuel tank. 

4. Pour dirt, sand, salt, or a grinding com- 
pound (like Carborundum) into the oil filler 
hole. If there is a filter (often present on heavy 
equipment), pour the sand etc. down the dip- 
stick tube and use the dipstick to ram it down. 
If possible, remove the outside oil filter and 
add the grit. (Very fine grit may go through an 
oil filter, though.) 

5. Pour water into the oil filler hole. 
Amount needed depends on engine size — at 
least 2 quarts for a V-8. Use enough so that 
the oil pump will draw only water. The water 
should maintain "oil" pressure without lu- 
bricating at all. 

6. Pour a box of quick rice in the radiator. 

7. Put Carborundum or other small abrasive 
particles in the gearbox. 

from Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkey- 
wrenching 


For Updates on Direct Action News from Around the World, check 

WWW.NEWSWIRE.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 






Hawk elder, Edna Gordon 


Grandma Edna Gordon, 
Seneca Wisdomkeeper, 
protests the pending 
desecration of Indian lands 
at Glen Cove 


"I got my dander up, I'm 90 years old, why don't 
the people call the President of the United States since 
it is an emergency. The emergency is them digging up 
the graves like at Glen Cove in Vallejo, California. 

They've taken enough land away from the Indians. 
Now they've got a lot of land on the White side that 
they took away from the Indians. So why don't they 
go to those cemeteries and dig up the graves? 

As Indians we don't go looking around for White 
man's bones and what they had. When they rest we 
let them rest. And whatever they take with them that's 
theirs, that belongs to them. If they wanted you to 
have it, they would have given it to you. 

If the United States cannot go by the law, then why 
should we abide by it? 

Now the World has gone down because of these cor- 
porations, and when are you going to stop. 

When you don't do right In this world, then the 
Creator will see that you do." 


Message from Grandma Edna, Hawk Clan, Seneca Nation 
Cattaraugus Rez, near Buffalo, New York, April 7, 2011. 

Since 1988, the Greater Vallejo Recreation District 
(GVRD) and the City of Vallejo have been pursuing the de- 
velopment of the Glen Cove site into a "fully featured" park. 
GVRD's current Master Plan calls for the installation of a 
parking lot, restroom facility, and construction of a paved 
trail. It also calls for re-grading of large areas of the site, that 
will further disturb burials and sacred objects. 

Want to help? Come out to visit the spiritual encamp- 
ment at Glen Cove. A constant presence on the land keeps 
protects the site. Help spread the word. Talk to friends 
about Glen Cove, and the ongoing desecration of Native 
American burial grounds and sacred sites. Contact relevant 
officials to ask that the wishes of the native community be 
respected in regards to the Glen Cove area. 

For more information about Glen Cove, visit protectglen- 
cove.org. For video-clips of— and more about — Grandma 
Edna, visit worldharmonyunlimited.com 


News Flash from the Frontlines 

NEWSWIRE.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 


Bidayuh villagers set 

May, 2011 — Residents from 10 Bi- 
dayuh villages set fire to five logging 
camps and thirteen heavy machines 
in a stark protest against logging ac- 
tivities on their land, in the Malaysian 
state of Sarawak. 

As reported by Free Malaysia Today, 
the Bidayuh villagers took matters 
into their own hands because of the 
governments refusal to address their 
complaints about logging activities 
within their Native Customary Rights 
(NCR) land. 

One village leader, who did not wish 
to be identified, explained to reporters 
that, "We have made several reports 
to the authorities and yet the logging 
activities still continue [d]," adding that 


fire to logging camps 

crops, fruit trees and land had already 
been destroyed by the activities. 

He also said that they warned the 
workers to stop what they were doing, 
but the workers ignored them, much 
like the government. "We gave them 
ample time, and when they failed to 
adhere to our warning, we have to take 
action," he said. 

Shortly after the fire, an unnamed 
villager was quoted as saying, "They 
have tested our patience and we just 
cannot take it anymore. We have 
lodged several reports and complaints 
to the authorities, but the logging ac- 
tivities continued. We are fed up. Our 
rights have been encroached, our 
crops destroyed." 


13 heavy machines 

Agitations such as these are few and 
far in between, but have occurred in 
other parts of the world. In 2009, for 
instance, the Maya reportedly burned 
equipment at a gold mine in Guatema- 
la, and the Lepcha took similar action 
against the Pan an hydel power project 
in Sikkim, India. In 2008, the Enawene 
Nawe completely levelled a hydro dam 
construction site in Brazil. 

Governments and Industry spokes- 
persons tried to dismiss these actions 
as mere vandalism, as if Indigenous 
Peoples have nothing better to do than 
trash private property. But the fact is, 
with more than 5,000 industrial proj- 
ects taking place on Indigenous lands 
around the world, it's a wonder it 
doesn't happen more often. 


53 . 






save the earth?/ 


by Dick- Barnes 


Half crushed at the edge of a dirt track 


amidst coarse crumbs of decomposed granite 

r ° m 


by John Felstiner 


lies a scorpion 

Her little ones have got down off her back. 

The sun declines: shade 
saves her, the lacv shadow 
of a creosote bush reaches over. 

She’ll have to move in the morning or die. 

Night and the cold: ants go back in. And then 
the chitinous plates that cover her back 
wither, shrink, and come apart 
light passes through them 

down inside her there is a vast pool of light 
her flesh cracks open 

the new flesh underneath feels its own coolness 
it is so new, and it shines 

Planets and constellations seem to wheel overhead 
as the earth turning turns her face everywhere 
in the heavens: Azrael, Uriel, Zadkiel wheel 
in the distance: Gabriel close by: 
late rising Annael, Michael hidden in the bosom 
of Raphael 

appear in the east: the night has passed 

and no beast has discovered this crippled scorpion 

no coyote coati or fierce grasshopper mouse 

morning is near and kestrels 

she is still there v 

she is living 


Go, little poem, remove excess carbon dioxide] 

and methane from the atmosphere, 

deactivate the chlorofluorocarbons, 

close the ozone hole, restore 

the old growth redwood forests 

on the coast of Northern California 

and the mahogany trees and cathedral figs 

cleared from rainforests to make 

pastureland for cattle in Brazil, stop 

dear-cutting in the Tillamook Forest 

in Oregon and mountaintop removal 

in Kentucky and West Virginia, 

save the ice floes for the polar bears, 

hatch the blotchy, olive-colored eggs 

of the whooping crane in Canada, help 

the sperm whale, gray bat and ocelot 

find mates, remove all the mercury 

from the oceans, get rid of every last scrap 

of plastic in the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, 

destroy all the nuclear weapons in silos 

in Russia, China and America, and don’t 

forget the ones on submarines and planes. 

Go, little poem. The problems breed 
like flies and expand like bread rising. 

If they totally stump you, just appear 
on recycled paper in a very small magazine. 

The world needs help, so do what you can. 

First published in Atlanta Review 


Send poems to Warrior Poets Society / P.O. Box 14501 / Berkely, CA 947-5501 all rights reserved to the authors 


^Jusi ajitft/ur 1E.a> -/\ti/lrc/us{ ^ 

^ Horoscope 

ul cdJuwfcs ' £/u £/l& ce/Lstca/' /hh{jL&s a^tutui t/Q Umpire. 


s u 

T^S 
^4 ° 7 ^ 


A ries(Mar21-Apr 19) 

The old expression “Destroy what destroys you” will be 
particularly relevant to you this Summer Solstice. The chronic diseases 
of the 21st Century (I-phones, cheez in a can, diabetes, appletinis) 
have spread through your circles, but you can set an example by 
breaking free. Toss the phone, kick the sugar, and take one last shot 
of that cheez. It’s time to make for the woods. Set up camp deep in 
the wilderness and learn its contours paying special attention to your 
increased awareness of bird language. 


T aurus (Apr 20-May 20) 

Stubborn but patient Taurus is always willing to weather the 
storm. But Summer storms should not only be weathered, they are 
best embraced and entertained. Hell, you should get down and dirty 
with the tempest. Spend time in the rain and wind. Curl your body 
into the gusts. Travel wildly this season. But be aware of civilization’s 
ideological retrograde pulling away your wiser self. What the idiots of 
our day call progress is spiritual collapse. 


G emini (May 21-Jun 20) 

Known for an ever changing and adventurous mind, Gemini should 
take care this solstice. Counterfeit sensations from narcotic poisons, pop 
culture and the illusions of the leisure class will attempt to woo your 
passions. Look to the ocean. The melodic crash of water on Earth calls 
you back from the airy reaches to the rhythms of erosion, immensity, 
and harmonious instability. Use your two-faces to fool the system with 
inside jobs and counter-counter-insurgency tricksterisms. 


C ncer (June 21 -July 22) 

Threats to the living earth are coming from all sides. The 
mysteries of resistance await the sensitive nature of Cancer. 
Consider your relationships as cornerstones to revolt. Relationships 
you have been struggling to repair or rejuvenate can easily blow 
up, all based on careless words. During this time period, realize 
that your actions can make a major difference. Be thoughtful with 
your words and exercise patience. If this doesn’t work, try a brief 
hiatus from romance and seek the lust of a long river trek. 


L eo (July 23- Aug 22) 

i What is the point of being the center of attention in a society 
of spectacles, genocide, and pre-fab entertainment culture? The 
answer: the love of all life expressed and shared. This summer 
avoid imitation of the dominant system’s mold of entertainer. Start 
a revolutionary break-dance troupe armed with DIY jug band 
beats. Involve kids from your neighborhood, village or town. 


V irgo (Aug 23- Sep 22) 
Hardworking but ju 


bring home for the fight ahead. Likewise, this little fact will help 
you somehow: while computerized-surveillance has increased 
ten fold in public and private settings, especially the work place, 
the number of murdered bosses has doubled in the past decade, 
[source. Bureau of Justice statistics] 


y ibra (Sep 23-Oct 22) 

JL i In a world out of balance, what is a Libra to do? A summer 
romance with anti-depressants? Become a hipster and embrace the 
brutal ironies of industrial civilization? Instead take your ability to 
improve group dynamics to new levels. Organize with otters, buffalo, 
lynx, mosquitoes or gators in a true inter-species insurrection. Make 
love to a forest. You’ll know how once you start the foreplay. 


S orpio (Oct 23- Nov 21) 

Some have pointed out that fantasy is the only real opposition to 
reality. Take this into consideration when plotting your next action, 
sexual rendezvous, or house project. Don’t let obsession and the needs 
of a private and self-destructive nature complicate your dreams. Should 
you sting yourself, consider it an expression of true autonomy. Just 
remember, wilderness, like fantasy, reminds you how sensual existence 
can be. Without it, life, and the Scorpio in particular, is fraudulent 


S igittarius (Nov 22- Dec 21) 

Used to taking risks and putting fun in its proper place, on the 
front lines, Sagittarius would do best to listen to their hearts and 
continue on the path that they have, perhaps haphazardly, chosen. 
There is no turning back now! 


C ipricorn (Dec 22- Jan 19) 
An Earth sign, Capricon 


V Hardworking but judgemental, Virgo will have time to 
unwind this Summer. Keep projects to a minimum and lovers in 
abundance. Travel to remote wild lands to gamer new energy to 


V_^An Earth sign, Capricorns know intimately that the bottom- 
line expressions of the latest manifestation of industrial society 
are consumerism, biotechnology and leafblowers. As a straight- 
shooter, you are amazed at what others aren’t saying. So say it and 
deal with the Cassandra Curse. In the end the animals will hear. 


A quarius (Jan 20- Feb 18) 

The end of the old order will mean the end of the old 
opposition too! As an intellectual you might spend a great deal of 
time thinking about the future, about the post-this or post-that, but 
your ass is in the thick of the here-and-now. This summer, get lots 
of nude time, learn to fire a rifle, and enjoy a few misadventures 
with people who you aren’t exactly “politically aligned” with. 


P jsces (Feb 19- Mar 20) 

As it turns out Pisces, you are awesome! Keep up the good work, 
but try expanding your ukulele repertoire to involve more than 
just “wagon wheel,” which will not impress the friends you meet 
while sailing to Maine or Cuba this Summer hurricane season. And 
remember, all oppression is land based! Love, liberty, blue-anarchy! 
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The Radical Ecological Crossword Puzzle 


For your daily dose of eco-resistance: WWW.NEWSWIRE.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 


i 


(s) 


Check out these great links for 
radical gear: 

www.earthfirstjournal.org/store 

WWW . PEACESUPPLIES . ORG 
WWW.BEEHIVECOLLECTIVE.ORG 
WWW. HUNGRYKNIFE . COM 
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Across 

I. Greek riot dog. - i 

7. Location of 2012 DNC. 

8. The 4 Rs of Nedd Ludd; reduce, reuse, recycle, 

9. County of longest current tree-sit (and best safety breaks) in 
North America. 

10. The bioregion of free-states, old growth and Starbucks. 

II. 2009 “Free-State” in Oregon. 

13. Blasting the shit out of mountains to extract coal. 

15. Wellbores pumped with chemical solutions to extract gas 
pockets. 

17. Poster making pollinators. 

20. Tallest trees in the world. 

23. State with the largest roadless area in the lower 48 states. 

25. Scientific study of nature, biodiversity, species and habitat 
protection and extinction. 

26. DIY fuel source used by Bougainville rebels while resist- 
ing mines and fighting for independence. 

27. Has generally been replaced by the adjustable-end wrench 
by all but the deeply nostalgic. 

28. The science and development of commercial products 
through genetic engineering. Ex. Scripps, Novartis. 

29. Wild canine trickster that has begun re-colonizing cities 
like Los Angeles and New York, also known to train hop. 

30. Former BP CEO who said: The oil spill is “relatively tiny” 
compared to the “very big ocean.” 

31. Climate huggers for direct action. 


Down 

1. Resistance is strong to save this Russian forest. 

2. River of grass. 

3. Sacred to the Apache, invaded by the Max Planck Institute and 

the University of Arizona, it is the only mountain with five species 
of trout living there. Mt. . 

4. Location of the 2012 RNC. 

5. No compromise in defense of... 

6. Entertainment Weekly: “The film is the perfect ecoter- 

rorism recruiting tool.” Director: “Good, good. I like that one. I 
consider that a positive review. I believe in ecoterrorism.” 

12. June 21, 2011. 

14. Also known as the Allegheny Mountains. 

16. Oops, we f-ed up. Just leave it blank or make your own word. 

18. Leading producer of pesticides and genetically engineered 
seeds. 

19. Recently extinct fresh water porpoise from the Yangtze river. 
(Hint: Check the EF! Journal, 30th Anniversary, Volume I) 

21 . “The well-being and flourishing of human and nonhuman life 
on Earth have value in themselves. These values are independent 
of the usefulness of the nonhuman world for human purposes.” 

22. Oil extraction site the size of the state of Florida. 

24. McCarthy goes green. 

Note: Many answers include two words, but omit the spaces. 
Email coiiEcnvE@EARTHFiRSTJOiiRNAL.ORG with your own clues 
and answers for future puzzles. Be sure to include “crossword 
puzzle” in the subject heading. 


, OK. ..I’m convinced! Now, you 
mentioned an escape. If there IS a 
way out... I want to be in on it! 


Introducing the 




WorldsBestBikeStickers.com 


Hey, did you know oUr biggest 
readers make less than a buck a day? 
Donate a subscription of the 
Journal to a prisoner today! 



Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal 


Q $500 Lifetime Subscription 
Q $30 Regular Rate ($25 low income) 
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" O $40-$50 First Class Envelope 
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Q $60 Air Mail, International 
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Dear Shit for Brains 

. „ liters to 300 words or less 

Please tty to keep lette 



Saturn Returns 

I've noticed from the time 
I hooked up with Earth First! 
in 1990 that the bulk of the 
participants maintain, over 
the years, an average age 
of around 23- The ranks of 
Earth Firstlers don't really 
grow, as the older ones cycle 
out; few of them stay EFIers 
but many remain activists. 
Wondering about the age gap 
today, or the aging of previ- 
ously 20-something EFIers, 
might best yield to a socio- 
logical and cultural analysis: 
people go for material secu- 
rity, have children, or find 
out what specialized career 
field they think they need (or 
what their calling is). 

A bigger question might 
be, "What will it take for 
people (of any age) to wake 
up and take action?" The 
challenge is exemplified by 
the Fukushima disaster that 
has begun to poison coastal 
California, where I happen 
to be. We had a protest rally 
in San Francisco at the Pub- 
lic Utilities Commission on 
April 14, 2011, but the size 
of the crowd was no larger 
than one I saw the next day 
lining up to get ice cream 
in a Yuppie, hip neighbor- 
hood in Berkeley. The day 
after that, the rally at Dia- 
blo Canyon nuke plant was 
very small, and like most 
attendees I was more con- 
cerned about my sunburn 
than whether I was ingest- 
ing any tritium on the loose. 

I think the answer to these 


dilemmas is the absence of 
truly motivating factors 
for sudden change, such as 
what petrocollapse will be. 
Too bad chaos will be mag- 
nified in relation to how 
long people put off radical 
lifestyle transformation and 
community organizing. 

—Jan Lundberg 

Jaguars Not Extinct in 
America 

In Volume 2 of the EF!J 
30th Anniversary issue, in 
the article titled "Borders 
and Bodies,” Russ McSpad- 
den writes: "In 2009 the 
last jaguar in all of North 
America was euthanized 
by the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service." 

Jaguars, while no longer 
common, still have a sig- 
nificant presence in much 
of Mexico, including an 
area within 120 miles of the 
U.S. Mexico border in the 
Mexican state of Sonora. 
While Macho B may have 
been the last known jaguar 
in the U.S., and while the 
border wall and increasing 
militarization of the border 
make it increasingly diffi- 
cult for wildlife to freely mi- 
grate, as long as this breed- 
ing population of Jaguars in 
Northern Mexico continues 
to thrive, a long-term hope 
remains that Jaguars may 
again roam the mountains 
and arroyos of Arizona and 
New Mexico. 

To learn more about conser- 
vation efforts to protect Jag- 
uars in Northern Mexico, visit 

NORTHERNJAGUARPROJECT.ORG 

— Sprocket 


Where Am I Now? 

Having settled into raising 
a family in a remote region 
of southwestern Colorado, 
I've tried to manifest EF! 
values by getting involved 
in county politics, raising 
aware children and becom- 
ing a local community lead- 
er. At 65, 1 feel my usefulness 
to the movement is mainly 
in attempting to build bridges 
among diverse citizenry and 
putting into local practice 
the Green Party's teh key 
values. 

I'm not sure what inter- 
view you found of mine 
where I pointed out that 
some direct actions in the 
past that had gone awry, 
like the powerline caper 
a la provocateur that sent 
some of our most dedi- 
cated activists 4o jail and 
the subsequent raids that 
scared off some of EF!'s early 
leaders. Yes, I believe EF! 
is a warrior society, and I 
want to commend all those 
folks committed to a war- 
rior's level of activism. We 
need eco-warriors in what 
Kvaloy has called this "In- 
dustrial Growth Society" 
culture of ours, especially 
as antidote for some of 
the worst excesses of the 
military/industrial complex 
with its over 700 military 
bases worldwide (isn't 
that the very definition 
of empire?). 

Nonviolent direct action 
has its place. It can be dan- 
gerous and scary. It can also 
be very effective at raising 
consciousness. It is a tool 
to be used wisely, and I see 


that EF! Journal's pages are 
full of examples of such 
wisdom. I applaud that. At 
the same time, I believe we 
need people who build and 
maintain the cultural and 
social infrastructure of our 
watersheds and communi- 
ties, as well as those who 
do public protest, who put 
their bodies on the line to 
alert and educate others, 
who speak truth to power. 

Many of us elders, no lon- 
ger are on the front lines, 
are continuing to work from 
inside the system to change 
things. We respect the war- 
rior work you do. We hope 
you'll respect our work in 
building up grassroots com- 
munity strengths through 
forming farmers' markets 
and cooperatives, raising or- 
ganic food, using local regu- 
lations and incentives to 
protect endangered species, 
advocating for in-stream 
flows, pushing ceaselessly 
for new wilderness, immi- 
grant rights, clean air, and 
a host of other politically 
charged issues — all within 
the system that exists, im- 
perfect as it is. I see those 
efforts as complementary, 
not antagonistic. 

May EF! thrive for another 
3Q years, and may we all join 
hands in trying to change 
the terrible social injustices 
and the world-destruction 
mentality inherent in this 
growth-addicted American 
experiment — each of us 
in whatever manner we 
can, in whatever locale we 
find ourselves. 

— Art Goodtimes 
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News Flash from the Frontlines 

Gator Liberation Front Frees Four in Florida 



TWAC 2011: in Cascadia! 

July 27— August 1 

The Trans & Womyn's Action Camp (TWAC) collective is ex- 
cited to announce the third annual campout in Cascadia July 27 
to August first! 

Comprised of trans and womyn organizers from various chap- 
ters of Rising Tide North America, TWAC aims to take space and 
create a safe(r) six day action camp nestled deep within the beau- 
tiful forests of the Cascadia bioregion in the Pacific Northwest. 

TWAC was formed out of a need to make space for margin- 
alized identities that otherwise may not be represented within 
the broader environmental movement, which often occurs at the 
compromise of social justice. 

In the past, TWAC has consisted of workshops on strategic 
campaigning, non-violent direct action, tree climbing, security 
culture, trans 101, botany, mental health and self-care, theatre of 
the oppressed and more! The days are also filled with swimming, 
hiking and communally prepared meals, while the nights sang 
with beautiful conversation and story telling around a campfire. 
For more information visit_TWAC.woRDPRESS.coM 
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A NEW FEATURE 
FILM INSPIRED BY 

the Endgame books 
by Derrick Jensen. 

Coming to your town in 201 1 
WWW.ENDCIV.COM 


Still Wild! 

The 30th Anniversary 
Music Compilation CD 

Featuring new and classic tracks from: 
Casey Neill, Peg Millett, From The 
Depths, Tre Arrow, Grant Peeples, Son 
Del Centro, Blackbird Raum, Marie 
Mason, Rye n Clover, Strawberry Jam, 
Las Krudas, Citizen’s Band, Here’s To The 
Long Haul, Gedden Cascadia, Longneck 
Lula 6r Jill Lavetsky, Autumn Springs, 
Thistle, and Automoog 
Mastered by soundproofproductions.net 


Now Available for $ 10 

through the Earth First ! Journal 


"I spent a year in the Northwoods of Wisconsin at an 
outdoor school. It was not a survival school, because I 
ffr ^ died. I died to my old way of thinking. I died to being 
egocentric. I died to the pursuit of the civilized lifeway. 
I became alive to many other things — became alive to 
Mi? the Circle. I became alive to the native lifeway. I became 
alive to the connectedness of all things. I became alive 
to trusting, being and the now. My heart is full. I have 
much to share, more than words can say." 

— Coyote Three Feathers aka John Herron 
(Wilderness Guide Program 2004-2005) 

COULD A YEAR IN THE WILDERNESS DO THIS FOR YOU? 
vfvfw.teachingdrutn.org 

(715) 546-2944 








"If your homeland was invaded 

BY ALIENS WHO CUT DOWN THE 
FORESTS, POISONED THE WATER 
AND AIR, AND CONTAMINATED THE 
FOOD SUPPLY, WOULD YOU RESIST?" 

DIRECTED BY FRANKLIN L6PEZ 

Produced by submedia. TV 


fAfiTH 









From the Gulf Oil Blowout to 


O n April 12, 2011, the Center for Biological 
Diversity released a new report, A Deadly 
Toll: The Gulf Oil Spill and the Unfolding Wild- 
life Disaster, tallying the full impacts of BP's blowout 
in the Gulf of Mexico. Their study compiles federal 
data, scientific papers and media accounts to estimate 
the number of animals hurt by the spill so far. Using 
multipliers to calculate the true cost of the damage to 
wildlife species, the Center estimates approximately 
6,000 sea turtles, 26,000 dolphins and whales, 82,000 
birds, and countless fish and invertebrates may have 
been harmed by the disaster. Based on the documented, 
ongoing effects of previous oil spills, pollution from 
the 2010 BP spill will continue to affect Gulf wildlife 
for decades. 

The government has reported the number of dead 
animals collected up to mid-February, but is not add- 
ing animals that are washing ashore this spring to 
the official tally because of the ongoing criminal and 
civil investigation of the spill's effects. Data from 
previous spills, however, reveals that official mortal- 



A Brown Pelican sits covered in oil on the beach at East Grand Terre Island 
along the Louisiana coast on Thursday, June 3, 2010 


ity counts vastly underestimate true wildlife impacts, 
and that disasters like the BP blowout continue to 
harm wildlife for many years following the spill. To 
obtain an estimate of the true effects of the oil spill 
on wildlife, the Center added the number of animals 
that the media reported washed ashore this spring to 
the official federal tallies, then multiplied that num- 
ber by accepted scientific multiplication factors of 
true mortality counts. 

From the report: "A year after April 20, 2010... one 
thing is clear :_The number of birds, sea turtles, dol- 
phins and other animals sickened or killed and tallied 
as part of the government's official count represents 
a small fraction of the total animals harmed by this 
disastrous spill." 

Although oiled birds continue to be found, the gov- 
ernment has stopped reporting numbers. According 
to Tierra Curry, a biologist at the Center, "No amount 
of mitigation money from BP could ever truly com- 
pensate for these horrendous losses." 

Scientists estimate that at least five times as many 
turtles die as wash up on shore, indicating that be- 
tween 5,730 and 6,165 sea turtles have likely been 
harmed by the spill to date. All the sea turtles in the 
Gulf of Mexico — green, Kemp's ridley, hawksbill, 
leatherback and loggerhead — are listed as federally 
threatened or endangered. 

For marine mammals, scientists estimate that up to 
50 times as many are killed as wash ashore, indicat- 
ing that up to 26,000 marine mammals may have 
been harmed by the oil spill to date. Finally, scien- 
tists estimate that from four to eleven times more 
birds perish than are collected, with 10 times the 
number collected being a common rule of thumb 
to estimate true bird mortality. The BP disaster thus 
likely harmed more than 82,000 birds. Of particu- 
lar contern are brown pelicans, which were removed 
from the endangered species list just five months 
before the BP spill. The government has collected 
932 brown pelicans that were injured by the spill, 
indicating that more than 9,300 brown pelicans may 
actually have been harmed. 

The oil spill also killed countless numbers of fish and 
invertebrates and pushed already-imperiled species 




in the 



Nuclear Apocalypse in Japan... 


closer to extinction. Thie spill occurred during 
peak spawning season for the severely over- 
fished Atlantic bluefin tuna, which is currently 
being considered for Endangered Species Act 
protection. The spill and the toxic dispersants 
used to break it up contaminated much of the. 
total habitat for a dwarf seahorse, leading the 
Center to also seek Endangered Species Act 
protection for it as well. 


Scientific studies show that oil spills affect 
wildlife for decades following the spill. Fid- 
dler crabs in Massachusetts are still affected 
by a 1969 oil spill; oysters and mangroves 
in the Gulf are still damaged by a 1979 spill; 


and the 1989 Exxon Valdez spill is still harm- 
ing fish, birds and whales. 

Read the full report at: biologicaldiversity.org 


.... , Checking children for radiation near Fukushima Nuclear Plant after Japan earthquake 


A s the sun set over quake-stricken Japan on 
March 17, 2011, we learned that four of six 
Fukushima nuclear reactor sites were irradi- 
ating the earth, that the fire was burning out of con- 
trol at Reactor Number Four's pool of spent nuclear 
fuel, that there were seven spent fuel pools at risk, and 
that the sites were too hot to deal with. On March 16, 
plumes of "white vapor" began pouring from crippled 
Reactor Number Three. Over the previous days we 
were told: nothing to worry about... 

As of May 3, The Fukushima disaster continued 
unabated — melted reactors continue to spew im- 
measurable quantities of radiation into air, sea and 
soil — though stories have disappeared from the me- 
dia headlines. Deadly plutonium was scattered by 
the explosions, and more than one-third of north- 
ern Japan — beautiful coastline, rural countryside, big 
cities — is now declared uninhabitable. Scores of mil- 
lions of gallons of highly contaminated water are be- 
ing flushed into the Pacific Ocean, and more millions 
will be flushed for months and years to come. Crops 
and seafood are contaminated, and drinking water 
hundreds of miles away from Fukushima has spiked 
in radiation levels. 

The government’s answer is to upwardly revise radi- 
ation standards. On May 2, one Japanese government 


official resigned in tears after refusing to revise radia- 
tion standards to enable children to attend schools 
under deadly levels. Its not getting better. But Fuku- 
shima's nuclear disaster — and the starvation, unem- 
ployment, homelessness, despair, anger, and rising 
incidence of diseases amongst millions of people — 
are hidden by the mass media. The colorless, taste- 
less, odorless radioactive isotopes will poison Japanese 
people for the rest of their lives. 

Intentional efforts to downplay this catastrophe re- 
veal the immaturity of western civilization and some 
of our most acute human pathologies, including our 
worship of technology and our psychopathology of 
denial. The widespread distortion and cover-ups to 
protect private profits and national interests, are unac- 
ceptable. Its time to put politics aside, to take personal 
action to halt nuclear expansion and defend ourselves 
from this industrial juggernaut... 

The text above is an excerpt from Nuclear Apocalypse 
in Japan, by keith harmon snow, a war correspondent, 
photographer and independent investigator. From 1985 to 
1989, he worked as Engineer, and then Manager, at GE 
Aerospace Electronics Laboratories, Syracuse, NY. The 
Earth. First! Journal plans to cover the reality of the 
nuclear disaster more thoroughly in the following issue. 


Industrial Nightmare 
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Credit: tokyoezine.com 



W hen I arrived in Tucson in late July of 2010 I was 
ready to learn the hell out of the publication and 
business ends of the Journal — and real quick at that. Along 
with two other long time friends (and one post-long time 
estranged lover "YIKESl”) a group of semi-feral swamp 
anarchists with a good history of Earth First! boondoggles 
were prepping to create the 30th Anniversary edition 
while simultaneously uprooting the whole damned 
project from its cozy — albeit rat infested — nook in the 
Sonoran desert. None of us had a damn clue what we 
were doing. What is a dangling participle and what do you 
mean we gotta pay taxes? I'm not giving those dirty sos-and- 
sos any money just so they can monitor our stupid Facebook, 
you might of heard me say. 

And if it weren't for Nettle (one of the previous long 
termers that taught us everything she could about 
OPTICaslon- Antique and UniversTl 45 Light fonts, donation 
letters, workaholism, Sunday morning bloody mary's 
and backing up hard drives) the whole thing would be 
dead today. We learned a good bit — mostly everything 
but cleanliness and time-management — to keeping 
the business afloat. We put out the first perfect bound 
edition — a big change from the flimsy one time use 
newspaper of recent years — and then got to packing 
the whole thing up. We shuffled, burned and boxed 30 
years of letters, random publication exchanges, bumper 
stickers, half-working computers and other gadgetry, 
and two million copies of old Journals, for a new stint of 
publishing on the east coast. I personally drove the thing 
near 2,000 miles and put it smack in the middle of the 
dystopic tourist/end-of-life-industrial complex of South 
Florida, which itself is smack dab in the middle of a big 
skeeter swamp. 

"Little did I know," says every idiot after jumping head 
first into a shit storm without an umbrella. Little did I 
know that the Journal— besides its position at the gleaming 
pinnacle of radical eco-pagan-feminist-redneck-anarchist 
think tanks — was so near to death that I would hear the 
beast flat-line a time or two. How the holy monkey-wrench 
did I get myself into this? I mean, I may have been a little 
hung-over at the organizers' conference (OC) in Santa 
Barbara when, after hearing that the Asheville move was 
dead, we whispered that we'd take the damn rag (and the 
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same can be said when, a bit later at the Summer Rondy 
in Maine we took on the next OC). When the weight of 
the responsibility hit me [this happened on the day that 
we went to pick up 5,000 copies of the Journal in Phoenix 
and found ourselves embroiled in a full on sticks'n'stones 
street riot against Nazis and riot cops] I almost had a panic 
attack. This 30 year publication was now our baby, our 
grumpy, always hungry, and still not potty trained 30 
year old geriatric baby. As the sun set gold and caliche 
yellow, we drove that borrowed pick-up back to Tucson 
carrying our first collective publication with tear gas still 
buring in our eyes 

"But I'd like you all to know," starts every idiot feigning 
optimism, that things are kickin. We've gotten out two 
issues, beautiful ones I might add, and some subscribers 
are coming back. The Journal isn't dying anymore. I mean 
sure, it fights for breath from time to time, is fed via a 
tube, and hasn't had a bowel movement in three months, 
but its on the trail to recovery. We are committed to 
promoting a biocentrism that encompasses a demand for 
justice for all life and we are reinvigorating EF!s place on 
the front-lines of the war for the wild. 

So now because of the Journal's arrival in our bioregion, 
me and my collective buddies are not only eco-agitators 
when we wear our Everglades Earth First! hats, but also 
radical office slaves, computer nerds, and late-night over- 
the-phone eco-therapists ("What the hell is the Journal 
doing about the wolves!?") Because of the Journal we are 
now an underground cell of printer-repair technicians, 
website updaters, credit card processors, and spell-check 
applicators. We are truly the rulers of our own destinies 
(outside of our regular Journal office hours of course)! 

I love this work, seriously. Getting letters from bad 
ass radicals from around the world, from our friends 
behind bars, telling us how important the publication 
is, and from people who have just read their first Journal 
and have been reborn with radical inspiration makes 
everything worth it. And editing stories about blocking 
the machines of wilderness destruction just gets me in a 
good mood every time — kinda makes me want to smash 
our own computers here. Besides, I have no boss except 
for when Panagioti blasts Bruce Springsteen, and I have 
no money! Look mom, I really am an anarchist. 




In fact, 


Because if you can change the way you 
see things, you can change anything. 

If you can change the way you see things, you won't just help us to survive. 

You could help stop species extinction and many other urgent environmental 
problems the world faces today. 


Survival. 

for tribal peoples 


WWW. 


Daily Planet Publishing 


Earth First! Journal 


PO Box 964 


Lake Worth, FL 33460 


Return Service Requested 
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"It's because of this damned journal that my fleet of bulldozers got 
sabotaged and my investment portfolio has tanked." 

"Sure am glad the Journal ain't quarantined to the internet. 

Now I'll have something to read when the system collapses 
and the power goes out." 





Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Aguamala, Panagioti, Russ, Jackie, and Tony, eds., 

Earth First! Journal 31, no. 4 (September/October 2011). 

Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7264 
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The Battle of Blair Mountain was the largest open class war in US History. For five days in late 
August and early September 1921, in Logan County, WV, between 10,000 and 15,000 coal miners 
confronted an army of police and strikebreakers backed by coal operators in an effort to unionize 
the southwestern West Virginia coalfields. Their struggle ended only after approximately one million 
rounds were fired, and the US Army intervened by presidential order. 



more t 



n fo visit: FriendsofBlairMountain.org 
v RampsCampaign.org 

Tv\\ MountainJustice.org 


Today, the Blair Mountain battlefield is 
the site of new conflicts due to proposed 
mountaintop removal operations at the 
site which threatens to erase both the 
wild and our radical history. 

In June, 201 1, following a five-day fifty- 
mile march from Marmet, WV to Blair, 
WV, over 1000 people rallied at the base 
of BlairMountain. Participants, speakers, 
celebrities, musicians, scholars, artists, 
union workers, environmentalists and 
others called for the protection of Blair 
Mountain, an end to mountaintop 
removal mining, strenghtened labor 
rights and a clean local economy for 
Appalachia. 


DONT LET KING COAL STRIP AWAY OUR HISTORY! 








A Message fro 


By Catherine-Ann MacDoucal 


I am certain that the Coal River 
Valley is precisely where I want to 
be. When the winter groundfrcczc 
thaws, the fores? floor proliferates 
with spring cphemerals: bloodroot, rue 
anemone, dutchman’s breeches, cut- 
leafed toothwort, trout lillics, blue 
cohosh, and spring beauties. The 
ridgeline above the hollow I live in is 
like a path of the cods: wind, sun, rain. 


and snow can all bcseige a trespasser 
along that path in the space of a few 
moments, but I would not shy from 
the violent beauty of that power. 

Yet the fabric of these ancient and 
diverse forests is being torn apart. 

I feel, with the keen urgency of 
extinction, that Alpha Natural 
Resources cannot be allowed to 
tear apart Coal River Mountain 
and allow all those living below it 
to suffer for their profits. Legal 
resistance to strip mining has been 
failing for decades; we can’t allow 
ourselves to be culled into believing 
that we should confine ourselves 
mildly to sanctioned channels for 
change while those who profit from 
exploitation set the terms. 

We need to throw everything we 
can into the gears of big coal, costing 
them as much money and shame as 
possible. To this end, I am going to 
sit about fifty feet up in a tree for as 
long as I can. 

After thirty days, the longest treesit 
in Appalachian history, Catherine was 
forced out of her tree due to a security 
quarantine and a Jack of supplies. The 
Coal River treesitters are now being 
sued by Alpha Natural Resources. 
Since 2009 there have been more than 
72 arrests in 1 0 seperate actions at Coal 
River Mountain. For more info check 
out RAMPSCAMPAIGN.ORG 



Trans 6 Womyn’s Action C; 
Report Back: Lewddites Unite! 


Border Policy and 


Designed to Kill 

How to Change It: 


by Aguamala 


CAMPAIGNS 6 ACTIONS 


m 

Profiles of Provacatcurs 

An^nalysisof'threTprovacatucrs, hired by the State. 

to entrap environmental and anarchist activists. 



Evo on the Rocks: Deception in Bolivia 
by Chellis Clendinning 

Full-tilt, high-tech, colossal-scale, high-capital 
modernization and social unrest in Madre Tierra. 
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STRATEGIES 6 TACTICS 


] A Message from the Coal R 

_ by Catherine Annc-McDougal 


liver Trecsit 


Canopy Occupation Against Coal 

.a. »A MPS 

campaign take their fight to the trees _ 


Mountain Justice and Solidarity for Virginia’s 
Coalfield Communities 


by Willie 


An EFl 


— *-** iCTS Cj 


Guide 


Hs I GPS Tracking: Discovering, Dismantling 
* — J and Fighting Back 
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CANOPY OCCUPATION AGAINST COAL 


by Cathy Birch 




On July 20, 2011 

l on 

Coal River Mountain, West 


Virginia, Catherine-Ann MacDougal and Becks Kolins 
ascended 80 feet into the air to occupy a tulip poplar and 
an oak tree. This action was put on by RAMPS, Radical 
Action for Mountain People's Survival, in order to halt 
work on the Bee Tree Surface Mine by Alpha Natural 
Resources. RAMPS aims to end all forms of strip mining 
in Appalachia and believes that locally supported direct 
action is an effective tool in reaching that goal. 

Strip mining is a common practice in Appalachia, 
affecting the health of residents and ecosystems alike. 
While the rest of America receives cheap energy, 
the people of Appalachia pay a high price. Water 
contamination and coal dust lead to cancer and other 
illnesses in the area. Junior Walk, a direct supporter 
arrested during the action, is a lifelong local resident 
that has witnessed first hand the health impacts that the 
coal industry has on the people of West Virginia. Not 
only has Junior lost friends and family to illness, he also 
suffers from health problems at the age of 21. 

The movement against mountain top removal mining 
uses a variety of tactics, but many of the activists involved 
in the Coal River Mountain treesit feel that lobbying 
and appealing to government agencies has produced 
very few results. The coal industry has managed to 
influence these agencies so much that little in the way 
of environmental regulation actually occurs. 

RAMPS activists believe that it is crucial to stop 
strip mining today, as the EPA and the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) continue to release 
new documents that do nothing to protect the creatures 
that rely on these mountains to survive. 

The area surrounding the mine is beautiful temperate 
deciduous rainforest, home to black bears, rattlesnakes 
and large nests of bees. As such, this terrain is never 
crossed by mine security, who were unable to locate the 
treesit for four hours after they were informed by the 
Office of Surface Mining. After locating the sit, two ground 
supporters were arrested and charged with trespassing. 

The first two days of the treesit succeeded in preventing 
all work on the Bee Tree mine, which currently has 
disturbed around 200 acres of an 800 acre permit area. 
This permit is one of five active or applied for permits on 
Coal River Mountain. Although the treesitters couldn't 
actually see the blast sites, as long as they are within 
1500 feet, all blasting is illegal. Later in the sit, blasting 
did occur, but it wis outside the Mining Safety Health 
Administration (MSHA) regulations. 

Severe weather, thunderstorms and biting bugs were 
some of the main challenges for the sitters, however 
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they remained in high spirits as they were able to 

traverse to each others platforms to enjoy peanut 
butter and jelly lunches. Visits from bears at the foot 
of the trees and tree mice on their platforms helped 
to entertain the sitters on long days and maintained 
their resolve, as Catherine Ann said from her tree, 
"these creatures need their mountains." 

Becks Kolins descended from the treesit site after 14 
days in order to make a statement about the injustice of 
the legal system, attempting to draw attention to the fact 
that the law sides with coal companies, accusing activists 
of trespassing while allowing coal companies to destroy 
mountains and poison people. Becks was charged with 
13 counts of trespassing (which the magistrate reduced to 
one count), conspiracy to commit a misdemeanor, and 
littering. Becks was released on their own recognizance 
and intends to plead not-guilty on all counts. 

On the same day Becks descended, RAMPS 
representatives attended a meeting with community 
members and Alpha executives to discuss health 
impacts, water quality and flooding. RAMPS organizes 
these meetings with Alpha in order to enable discussion 
between community residents and mining companies, 
to develop solutions that are acceptable to local people. 
Paul Corbit-Brown of Pax, WV, noted: "Its long overdue 
that the people in the communities affected by this 
corporation have a voice. If these talks will create 
more livable conditions in the communities that are so 
terribly impacted, it will be hugely important." 

The Bee Tree permit is currently up for renewal and 
during the sit supporters encouraged people to submit 
comments to the DEP in hopes that this regulatory body 
would respond to the wishes of citizens. Individuals 
from far and wide joined the call-in day on August 8. On 
August 9, a permit hearing was well attended by local 
residents opposed to the permit renewal. We believe in 
including government agencies in the dialogue around 
stopping mountain top removal, however we have 
little faith in their capacity to take action. 

In the third week, Catherine Ann reported that Alpha 
was bringing in a generator, lights and an orange fence. 
Despite the enhanced security presence there was no 
use of night time floodlighting, or noise compliance 
techniques, which were tactics used by Alpha's 
predecessor, MaSsey, during previous treesits. 

RAMPS would like to extend a big thank you to 
everyone who helped make this action a success. Support 
came in many forms from all over the world and we are 
most grateful. Donations of money, supplies, time or 
skills, were all greatly appreciated. 

Be sure to follow RampsCampaign.org for more details and 
future actions. 
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By Willie 

About sixty demonstrators marched through 
the town of Appalachia, VA, located in that state's 
southwestern coalfields on Friday, May 27th to protest 
a proposed mountaintop removal coal mine on Ison 
Rock Ridge. The march was organized by the Southern 
Appalachian Mountain Stewards (SAMS), a local 
group dedicated to halting mountaintop removal 
coal-mining and to catalyzing a shift towards more 
sustainable economic options for the area. SAMS has 
already generated enough pressure over the past four 
years that A & G Coal has had to rewrite their permit 
several times to address grievances brought forth by 
community members. This resulted in the permit 
being suspended indefinitely by the Environmental 
Protection Agency for an extensive review of impacts 
to the local watershed. While this action marked a 
huge victory for SAMS, the group is still pushing to get 
the proposed mine not only suspended, but denied 
outright. 

The march was supported by allied community 
members from adjacent coal-bearing states and 
by Mountain Justice, who partnered with SAMS 
members on many aspects of planning and executing 
the demonstration. Several SAMS members spent the 
day prior to the march at Mountain Justice's annual 
training camp in Letcher County, KY constructing 
puppets and signs with Mountain Justice and Earth 
First! activists. One of these individuals told me in the 
course of the week's preparations that he had worked 
at a Redwood lumber mill in Northern California in 
the nineties, which was targeted by Earth First!. When 
I asked him how it felt to have spent the whole day 
making puppets with Earth First!ers, Mike told me, "It 
felt awesome! I’ve come full circle!" 

The partnership between SAMS and Mountain 
Justice speaks volumes to the power that can be 
generated when mostly young, often transient 
networks of activists such as Mountain Justice and EF! 
commit to long-term, organizational (as opposed to 


merely tactical) involvement in locally-led campaigns 
taking place in the communities that are hardest hit by 
environmental injustices. While Mountain Justice and 
Blue Ridge Earth First! were blockading the operations 
of Dominion Power back in '07 to protest expanding 
coal infrastructure (a campaign that was lost) and 
expanding nuclear infrastructure (a campaign that was 
won), these activists were also on the ground in the 
coalfields helping SAMS with organizing community 
meetings, water testing, turning local residents out to 
public hearings and the like. Since that time, many 
of Virginia's core Mountain Justice and Earth First! 
organizers have moved to the coalfields and set up a 
volunteer house and an internship program with one 
of the major goals being to support the on-going work 
of SAMS 

This summer, the alliance between Mountain 
Justice and SAMS continues in projects such as the 
identification and registration of cemeteries within 
the boundaries of proposed mountaintop removal 
mines. Coal companies cannot mine within 100 
feet of burial sites, so by identifying and registering 
cemeteries, we are able to punch their permits full of 
holes until they look like swiss cheese. It is our hope 
that this tactic will not only preserve small chunks of 
land but will in fact make certain mountains (which 
are pretty well speckled with old family cemeteries) 
not feasible to mine. 

In other areas, Mountain Justice fills a similar role 
connecting willing and able activists with a variety 
of grassroots campaigns. Whether you want to fight 
mine permits through the regulatory agencies, sit in 
a tree to halt the advancing machines, or lend any 
other kind of support — it is needed and Mountain 
Justice can help you find the best way to pitch in. To 
find out how you can help, visit www.MountainJustice. 
org and click on "Join Us!" 

Willie lives in Kentucky when he has to, and Virginia 
when he can. But at the end of the day, he's a proud 
Appalachian, political borders be damned. 
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Earth First! News 

On the Frontlines of Ecological Resistance 


Number V Lughnasadh August 2011 



Lughnasadh marks the beginning of 
the noticeable descent of the Sun into 
the darkness of winter. Also called Lam- 
mas, it is the Celebration of Harvest 
and " the chase ofLugh". 

Lugh is the Celtic Sun God who rains 
down upon the crops, living within the 
golden fields. 

We give thanks to the Earth for its 
bounty and beauty. We remember and 
celebrate the sacrifices and efforts made 
in the past for what we harvest today. 
It is from these harvests that we eat 
through the upcoming winter. 

This is a time to harvest the dreams 
planted earlier in the year. We hope 
to see you dorking it out at the Boston 
Anarchist Bookfair, resisting ALEC in 
Scottsdale, Arizona or supporting Black 
Mesa indigenous communities fight 
against big coal. 


Compiled by the EF! Journal Collective 

September 9- Women of Blood Tribe block Mur- 
phy Oil's fracking in Canada 

Kainai Nation, Southern Alberta — Members of the 
Blood Tribe; Elle-Maija Tailfeathers, Lois Frank and Jill 
Crop Earred Wolf arrested by tribal law enforcement 
and RCMP [Royal Canadian Mounted Police], after 
parking their cars in front of Murphy Oil’s fracking 
development site and vowing not to move until plans 
of fracking for oil and gas are stopped. The women are 
part of the Kainai Earth Watch and have been active 
advocates to stop the fracking due to the major threat 
to human health, wildlife, livestock and the irreversible 


damage to the land and water on the Blood Reserve and 
surrounding areas. 

September 6- Turkish protesters halt power 
plant construction 

Turkish residents and environmental activists bar- 
ricade several roads leading to Yaykil village. Blocking 
the movement of construction crews from the Anadolu 
Group, which is partnered with McDonalds and Coca 
Cola, that is attempting to build a geothermal plant 
against local residents wishes. Activists and the police 
exchange rocks and pepper 'spray. Twenty-five activists 
and four police reported injured. Later, several activist 
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homes were raided by police. Six activists were detained. 
On the night of September 6, a large drilling vehicle was 
completely destroyed by fire. Police are currently inves- 
tigating the sabotage. 

August 28- Three loaders torched in Gorky Park, 
Kharkov, Ukraine 

One of the destroyed loader's market price was esti- 
mated as $60,000. Since the beginning of construction 
in May, the site has seen numerous ecotage actions, ex- 
propriations of construction equipment and mass pro- 
tests. 

August 27- Save the Peaks! Actions continue 
in defense of sacred sites 

For more than 2 months, activists have been taking 
part in actions. Twenty-six arrests have been made so 
far. The US Forest Service is allowing the Peaks to be des- 
ecrated so the Arizona Snowbowl ski resort can expand, 
violating community consent, sovereignty and the cul- 
tural integrity of the Apache, Dineh, Hopi, Hualapai, 
Yavapai and other Indigenous Nations who hold the 
San Francisco Peaks sacred. 

August 26- Resistance to fossil fuel infrastruc- 
ture continues in Western Australia 

Protesters block the convoy of equipment heading 
to the massive fossil fuel infrastructure project in the 
Kimberley wilderness on the northern coast of Western 
Australia. A 57-year-old woman was arrested after she 
locked herself to a low-loader trailer. The convoy, about 
30 trucks, was also blocked by two people locking them- 
selves to heavy machinery and a concrete barrel. Over 30 
people have been arrested this summer in similar block- 
ades against the project, which is being forced on the 
community by the Australian government, on behalf 
of Big Oil, including Woodside Petroleum, Chevron, 
Shell and BP. A few weeks earlier 5,000 people attended 
a protest at Cable Beach against the industrialization of 
the Kimberley and the threat of turning Broome into a 
mining town. 


August 26- More arrests for blocking tar sands 
megaloads bound for Alberta 



1000* arrested protesting tar sands, Washington, DC. August 2011. 


A group of Moscow activists with Wild Idaho Ris- 
ing Tide were arrested for blocking US 95 to protest a 
massive Exxon/Imperial Oil "megaload” shipment des- 
tined for the Alberta Tar Sands. In solidarity with the 
First Nations people of Canada and the thousand-plus 
people arrested in Washington DC this summer, they 
are calling for the denial of permits for construction of 


the Keystone XL Pipeline, which would stretch from Al- 
berta, Canada to the Gulf of Mexico (passing through 
Montana, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, 
and Texas). 

August 24- More action and anger against 
Shell 

Rossport Solidarity Camp activists pull off another 
lock-down on the roadside in north Mayo, Ireland, 
where Shell works the Corrib gas project. Two protes- 
tors arrested. This blockade was part of an intensive se- 
ries of on-road actions taken since Shell started works at 
the Aughoose site during late July. The action was also 
taken to highlight Shell's recent oil spill at the Gannet 
Alpha platform, in the North Sea, off the coast of Scot- 
land [reported August 10]. 

August 18- Incendiary attack on two vans of 
the energy multinational GDF Suez in Madrid 
(Spain) 

Excerpts from Communique: Tonight two vans be- 
longing to the energy multinational "GDF SUEZ" were 
set on fire... The techno-industrial system has been im- 
posed on our lives in a brutal way, to colonize our bodies 
and minds... New developments, such as nanotechnol- 
ogy, biotechnology, robotics... stand as new forms of 
domination... they secure the murder of the earth, the 
total dependency on technology, a world where there 
is no space for autonomy, for freedom... For this we at- 
tacked the company... the attacks will continue against 
all that which enslaves us... from here, strength in your 
struggle, and may the insurrection that these days rav- 
ages England spread everywhere. 

August 17- Bolivians march against develop- 
ment plan 

Bolivian indigenous activists have started a long pro- 
test march, from the Amazon plains to the country's 
capital, against a government plan to build a highway 
through a national park in indigenous territory. 

August 12- China orders petrochemical plant 
shutdown after protests 

Chinese authorities have ordered a petrochemical 
plant to shut down after tens of thousands of protest- 
ers marched through the streets. The demonstration in 
Dalian is one of the biggest in a series of recent rallies 
against polluters in China. The protesters demanded a 
clear timetable for relocating the plant, with some re- 
fusing to leave until a plan is in place. 

August 12- Fracking debate heating up in New 
Zealand 

Climate Justice Taranaki, a protest group in the gas 
heartland of New Zealand, has called for a ban or 
moratorium on the practice, which it believes threat- 
ens aquifers with toxic chemicals. Taranaki is the 
first New Zealand region where there have been anti- 
fracking protests. 

August 11- Nigeria oil spills have created eco- 
logical disaster. Shell again at the forefront 

After half a century of oil spills, Nigeria's troubled 



Sony in flames, UK riots, August 201 1 


Niger Delta is one of the most polluted places on Earth, 
according to a UN report. The report puts pressure on 
Shell Petroleum Development Co., the major operator 
during the period, which has had a bitter relationship 
with communities. It produces about 40% of Nigeria's 
oil in a joint venture with the Nigerian National Petro- 
leum Corp. 

August 11- Aung San Suu Kyi backs Burma dam 
protesters 

Burma pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi has 
joined forces with environmentalists, members of the 
Kachin minority groups and other affected communities 
in an appeal of a massive dam project on the Irrawad- 
dy River. The Myanmar-China Myitsone Hydroelectric 
Project in northern Kachin state will displace villagers, 
upset the ecology of the important food source and is 
expected to flood an area the size of Singapore. Some 
12,000 people from 63 villages have been relocated and 
have not been compensated. For decades, several ethnic 
groups have waged guerrilla wars for greater autonomy 
and control over resources in their regions. In March, 
fighting broke out between the 8,000-strong Kachin mi- 
litia and the government. That fighting was related to 
dams and other large projects being built by China. 

August 9- Cars, cops and corporations feel the 
heat of British riots 

Racist cops shot and killed someone (Mark Duggan, 
29 yrs old, father of four), and lied about it, again. Four 
days of riots followed. More than 1,100 people arrest- 
ed in centers including London, Birmingham, Man- 
chester, Nottingham, Bristol and Leicester. Groups of 
people evaded police, breaking into upmarket shops, 
setting chain stores and vehicles on fire. In Nottingham 
a police station and college were firebombed with more 
than 90 people arrested. 

August 8- More bomb attacks against nano- 
technology in Mexico 

The same group who took credit for anti-technology 
bombing in April has claimed more attacks. Mexico's 
Attorney General’s Office announced that a suspicious 
envelope presumably containing explosives was found 
at Mexico's National Polytechnical Institute. 

The group is calling itself "Individuals Tending to Sav- 


agery [Individualidades tendiendo a lo Salvaje (ITS)]." 

August 5- Protests against ALEC and Brittish 
Petroleum (BP) in New Orleans 

A march against the American Legislative Exchange 
Council (ALEC), creators of pro-corporate legislation, 
takes place in New Orleans. Environmentalists, social 
justice groups and anarchists take to the streets, with 
some spray paint and smoke bombs livening things up 
a bit. One person was arrested. Also in New Orleans, on 
August 4, Anti-BP Sit-In Protest ends with three arrests. 

First week of August marks the 48th anniversary 
of the West Papuan struggle for independence from In- 
donesia. Thousands of Papuans take to the streets, rais- 
ing their voice for the freedom 
which they continue to fight 
for and asking for support and 
recognition from the Interna- 
tional community. 

August- ACLU request- 
ing information on govern- 
ment surveillance 

American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) announced 
launching a massive coordi- 
nated information-seeking 
campaign. Thirty-four ACLU 
affiliates are filing over 375 
requests in 31 states across the 
country that seek to uncover 
when, why and how they are 
using cell phone location data 
to track people. 

July 26- Mysterious fire 
destroys Colorado State 
University horse research 
lab 

Unexplained fire hit the 
"Equine Reproduction Labora- 
tory", with 20-foot tall flames 
engulfing the building. The 
fire completely destroyed the 
facility, and damages are esti- 
mated at $9 million. The lab 
was described as a "total loss." 
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Fall 201 1 Announcements 


For updated calendar visit NEWSW1RE.EA8THFIRSTJOURNAL.ORC 



October 1 1 : Salem, Oregon- Rally with Cascadia Forest Defense 

to the capitol. For more info please visit forestdefensenow.com, 
or conatct ForestDefenseNow@gmail.com 

November 11-13: Boston Anarchist BoOkfair at Simmons 
College: 300 The Fenway, workshops, vendor tables and more. 

For more info Visit BOSTONANARCFnSTBOOKFAIR.ORG 

November 13: Earth at Risk: Building a Resistance Movement 
to Save the Planet. Wheeler Auditorium, Berkeley, CA- 

Speakers include: Derrick Jensen, Arundhati Roy, Chris Hedges, 
Thomas Linzey, Waziyatawin, Aric McBay, Lierre Keith, 
Stephanie McMillan, and more. General Questions: tickets@ 
calperfs.berkeley.edu, Ticket Office: 510.642.9988 For more 
info visit earthatrisk.net 

November 19-26: Support Front-Line Indigenous Communities 
of Black Mesa, AZ, Resisting Massive Coal Mining- Join 
the Caravan in Support of Indigenous Communities Who 
Are in Their Fourth Decade of Resisting Massive Coal Mining 
Operations on Their Ancestral Homelands of Big Mountain & 
Black Mesa, AZ. For more info go to blackmesais.org 
Novermber 30-December 2: Mobilization to Resist ALEC 
(Pheonix, AZ) See page 36 and visit: azresistsalec.wordpress.com 


For Updates on Direct Action News from Around the World, check 

WWW.NEWSWIRE.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 


Submissions to the Journal encouraged! Articles, action stories, up- 
dates from your bio-regions, illustrations, art 6 featured artist profiles, photo- 
graphs. poetry, tips, book/film reviews, short stories and more! Maximum of 
3,000 words. Pictures and illustrations should be high resolution (300 DPI) 
or as close as possible. Send to: collectivc@carthfirstjournal.org 
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Earth First! ToolBox: 


Earth First! Directory 

*For a more complete listing of EF! contacts, 
venues and affiliated groups, contact the Jour- 
nal or check our online directory at: earthfirst- 

JOURNAL.ORG 


Pros And Cons Of Burning Machinery 

There are two main advantages of burning machinery 
and heavy equipment It can utterly destroy the bulldozer, 
yarder, or whatever And, a machine that has its engine 
compartment, oil intake, and so on protected by locks can 
still be burned. 

Disadvantages indude: 

1. It is difficult to achieve a hot enough and extensive 
enough fire. 

2. A fire is very noticeable and quickly attracts 
attention. 

3. Burning something is considered arson and may 
carry suffer legal penalties than non-arson ecotage. Law 
enforcement agencies may make a higher priority of inves- 
tigating arson than sand in the crankcase. 

4. Arson elicits a more negative reaction among the pub- 
lic than other methods of damaging heavy equipment. 

5. Setting fire to a piece of heavy equipment is poten- 
tially dangerous to the monkeywrenchet 

6. There is a chance that a burning piece of equipment 
could cause a forest fire. 

Any Earth defender contemplating burning instead of 
other methods of decommissioning bulldozers and other 
heavy equipment should carefully consider these nega- 
tive aspects of burning machinery. 

From Ecodefence: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 


Fingerlakes EF! 

FINGERLAKESEARTHFIRST. ORG 

Hudson VaUey EF! 

hudsonvalleyearthfirst@gmail.com 

Ohio 

Oberlin EF! 

oberlinearthfirst@gmail.com 

Oregon 

Bine Mountain Biodiversity 
Project, 27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, 
OR 97830 

Cascadia EF! - Eugene 

cascadiaef@gmail .com 

Cascadia EF! - Portland 

cascadia_ef@riseup.net 


Diablo EF! (Bay Area) 

diabloearthfirst@gmail .com 

EF! Humboldt 

contacteflrum@gmail.com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 
sierranevadaearthfirst@gmail.com 
Colorado 

High Country EF! 

highcountryearthfirst@riseup.net 

Florida 

Everglades EF! 

EVERGLADESEARTHFIRSl .ORG 

Idaho 

Northern Rockies EF! 

NREF.WORDPRESS.COM 

Kansas 

Great Planes EF! 

dannyheim@hotmail.com 

Maine 

Maine EF! 

MAiNE.EARTH-Fl RST.NJT 

Vermon t 

greenmountainearthfirst@hot- 

mail.com 


Three Rivers EF! 

annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

Virginia 

RVA EF! 

rvaearthfirst@yahoo.com 


Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

Canada 

Elaho EF!: earth_first@resist.ca 
UK Earth First! Action Update 

earthfjrst.org.uk/actionreports/' 

Germany 

efgermanycontact@googlemail.com 

Italy 

earthfirstpadova@ymail.com 


Croatan Earth First! 

croatanearthfirst.wqrdpress.com 


10 








BYf Kristian 'Williams 


Recent case ^studies on use , of agents 
provacateurs; warning signs; practical advice 


A recent article in Seattle's Stranger details 
a long-term police operation to monitor, 
infiltrate and entrap activists in Seattle. 
The story is long, convoluted, and more than a little 
absurd; it's all rather like the plot of a Coen Brothers' 
movie. But the short version is that an undercover 
Seattle cop infiltrated an after-hours party scene — what 
prosecutors called "underground illegal gambling 
enterprises (concurrent with illegal liquor sales)." The 
Seattle Police Department hoped to find some dirt on 
local politicians, the FBI hoped to find a connection 
to the Earth Liberation Front, and after two years they 
finally managed to hook someone with a drug scam. 

"Bryan [Owens] had been pushing Rick [Wilson] — 
and everyone in their social set — for years to help him 
buy ever-larger amounts of cocaine. ... he tried to 
play on people's greed. 'He's like, "I can make you a 
millionaire,"' Rick remembers. . . . 'He said he would 
pay for the drugs and 1 would take no financial risk. 
I told him to go fuck himself. He kept pestering me. 
I did, to my eternal shame, help him out,' Rick says. 
'I asked around to some people who asked around to 
some people who eventually gave him some.'" 

Owens then asked Wilson to come along when the 
exchange happened, just in case things went bad. On 
the way, a SWAT team surrounded Wilson's car and 
arrested him. 

It turns out Bryan Owens, purported trust fund kid 
and environmental activist, is really Bryan Van Brunt, 
Seattle Police Detective. 

When Wilson was interrogated, the cops were 
particularly interested in asking about the ELF. They 
told him, "We have hundreds of hours of surveillance, 
wire, video. . . ." The Stranger adds, "SPD surveillance 
logs show that police were following the families of 
suspects, their sisters and mothers, and that some 
family members' homes . . . were raided and turned 
upside down for evidence.” 

Wilson was convicted of the drug crime, and 
also of an unrelated offense he'd committed years 


earlier — running guns to Chiapas for the EZLN. He 
was sentenced to 40 months. A handful of other party 
regulars were charged with "professional gambling in 
the first degree." 

The usual criticisms — that these sorts of operations 
waste money, only stop crimes that the cops themselves 
create, and threaten our freedom — have already been 
made elsewhere. So I want to turn instead to the question 
of how activists might avoid this sort of infiltration and 
entrapment. After all, it makes no difference whether 
you take technical precautions like encrypting your 
email if it is your co-conspirator who is collecting the 
evidence against you. 

With this in mind, I will sum up three recent cases 
involving the use of provocateurs against the anarchist 
and radical environmentalist movements. And I'll 
point out some of the warning signs that should have 
made people wary. 

Provocateur Profile #1 "Bryan Owens”/ Bryan Van Brunt 

Looking at the Seattle story from the outside, and 
with the benefit of hindsight, one of the things that 
most stands out is the number of (if you'll pardon 
the phrase) red flags that should have signaled that 
something was awry. For example: 

1. Money issues: Bryan's habit of throwing around 
cash meant that, even though a lot of people didn't 
like him and were annoyed by his "blustery bro- 
dude personality," they were willing to put up with 
it. He bought drinks, he took people out to dinner, 
he helped people out with their rent. And it sounds 
like Bryan paid for everything concerning the party 
space: "Rent, paint, locks, lumber, drywall, new 
plumbing — it all came out of Bryan's pocket." (At 
the same time he was "insisting that it turn a profit 
(when everyone in the group had been taking losses 
for the parties). Bryan also covered the expenses, 
including plane tickets, for a pair of activists going to 
St. Paul to demonstrate against the 2008 Republican 
National Convention. 



2. Legal questions : Bryan had made plans to go to the 
RNC himself, but was escorted off the plane by the 
authorities. The reason wasn't clear: he never really 
explained, and nothing more seemed to come of the 
episode — no arrest, no charges. Of course, it turned 
out, he staged the incident himself to add to his 
reputation. 

3. Bluster : "Several people remember Bryan bragging 
that he had a record and had been arrested for political 
action" — though again, the details were lacking. 

4. Questions about his personal life: One friend recalls: 
"When I went to the bathroom [in his apartment], 
there was nothing in there. . . . You'd expect some 
soap or towels or something. I started asking how long 
he'd been living there, and he got all aggravated." 

5. Responding to normal inquiries with hostility: (See #4). 

6. Pressuring others toward illegal action: "Bryan kept 
pushing Brady [McGarry] toward more radical 'real 
militant action,' asked Brady to teach him how to 
make Molotov cocktails, and hinted that he wanted to 
'make explosives’ and do some 'property damage' at 
Weyerhaeuser or at CEOs' houses, Brady remembers. 
He wanted to talk about the Earth Liberation Front. 
Brady remembers telling Bryan to take it easy. 'It 
weirded me out,' Brady says." 

Similarly: "Mia Brown . . . remembers Bryan as a 
guy who 'always ranted about how he hates cops' and 
who tried to talk an enlisted friend of hers . . . into 
stealing weapons from Fort Lewis." 

7. Warnings from others: Several of Rick Wilson's 
friends told him something was wrong, including one 
person who reported being followed. But Wilson just 
blew them off. 

Of course, none of these, on their own or even taken 
together, would prove that a person was a government 
agent. (And in one way, this case is unusual in that 
the infiltrator actually was an undercover cop, not an 
amateur recruited for the purpose). A person could 
easily exhibit some of these traits and behaviors and 
not be in the employ of the police agencies. And 
naturally, it's only human to assume the best of our 
friends and write off uncomfortable details as harmless 
eccentricities or minor flaws. 

But several of these behaviors, characteristics, or 
inconsistencies would be a good reason to hold off on 
engaging in political work, crime, or other high-risk 
activities with the person involved. At the very least, 
it might make it seem like a good idea to check up on 
their background. 

Of course, Rick Wilson is not the only person to pay 
the price for failing to take such precautions. 

Provocateur Profile #2 "Anna" 

Eric McDavid fell prey to a paid FBI informant 
operating under the name "Anna." 

Anna entered the anarchist scene during the 2003 
anti-FTAA protests in Miami, when at the age of 17 


she infiltrated anarchist spokes council meetings as 
part of a class project. A fellow class-mate, a police 
officer, was impressed with her work and arranged a 
meeting with the FBI. 

As the prosecutor in McDavid's case explained: " Over 
the next year or so she attends various functions where 
illegal protests are expected. The Republican National 
Convention, the Democratic National Convention, 
and the G-8 Summit. ..." Ultimately she helped to 
put together — and then break up — a conspiracy to 
attack the "Institute of Forest Genetics, cell phone 
towers, Nimbus Dam and possibly the fish hatchery 
nearby." 

Anna met Eric McDavid at a Crimethinc meeting 
in 2004 — ironically, at a workshop on identifying 
undercover agents. She later testified, "At the time I 
thought he was inconsequential. I thought he was a 
college student and not of interest to the FBI." But 
he formed a romantic attachment to her, and she 
later used that emotional connection to join a "cell" 
involving McDavid and two others, Zachary Jenson 
and Lauren Weiner. Over the next several months, 
Anna moved increasingly into the leadership of the 
group. She organized meetings, kept notes, covered 
expenses, pressed the others onward when they had 
doubts, and urged them to solidify their plans. 

As the Sacramento News and Review put it: 
"Documents from the investigation reviewed suggest 
that Anna provided much of the financial support, 
the encouragement and the know-how needed to turn 
their talk into action. They also show that whenever 
the group started to lose focus, or to have second 
thoughts, Anna badgered them about being all talk 
and not sticking to an action plan." 

Anna was crucial to forming and sustaining the 
plot, pushing the others to get more serious, move 
faster, and make real plans. It was Anna, facilitated by 
the FBI, who provided the instructions and materials 
for making a bomb (no actual bomb was produced). 
Diane Bennett, one of the jurors from the case, 
described Anna's role: "providing all of the essential 
tools for the group; the cabin, the money, the idea, 
the books, everything." 

It was Anna who provided the bomb recipe, and the 
materials, and was insistent on moving ahead with the 
plan, even when others were unmotivated or expressed 
reservations. As Lauren Weiner testified: "Anna was 
most concerned about keeping on schedule. . . . She 
wanted to speed things up." Or, as the prosecutor put 
it: "they discuss maybe slowing up this conspiracy, 
maybe going slower, so they don't have these mistakes. 
Anna is pushing to get more organized." 

Jenson and Weiner pled guilty to reduced charges 
and cooperated with the prosecution. They got five 
years each. Eric McDavid was sentenced to twenty 
years. Anna was paid $65,000. 

Among the many clues that McDavid missed: 



1. Money issues: Anna seems to have paid for nearly 
everything — food, the car, gas, tents, plane tickets, 
the cabin where they were arrested. Over the two year 
period, January 2004 to January 2006, Anna's expenses 
totaled $35,000. 

2. Vague or inconsistent explanations: 

Lauren Weiner: "Anna always had — she had a lot of 
$100 bills...," 

Q. "And she said purportedly that came from 
stripping, right?" 

Weiner: "Yes. . . . Well, she also said that she had 
money from working in a chemistry lab over the 
semester while she was at school. That she had all 
these jobs. . . . She was very vague about it." 

3. Asking about previous arsons, and future illegal 
actions: Anna testified: "I asked him if he had any 
involvement with the actions [an arson] that Ryan 
Lewis took over Christmas, and he denied it. I further 
asked him — I said, you know, I know a little bit about 
you. I think you might have been involved. It seems 
like something' you'd be interested in. He says, no, 1 
didn't do that. I have my own plans. ... I asked him 
what his plans were. And that was when he stated 
that Ryan Lewis had made the mistake of doing the 
actions too close to home, and that McDavid's actions 
would take place nationwide. And I again asked him, 
well, what are you planning? And he said that he 
had gotten a bomb recipe for C4 from an individual 
in West Virginia. And his plan was to make little C4 
bombs." 

4. Documenting incriminating evidence: Anna was 
insistent that the group keep a notebook and write 
down all of their plans. "Anna introduces something 
that we'll come to know as the Burn Book. The Burn 
Book, she says, is something that the group can use 
to record their thoughts, their to-do lists, their — if 
they need to go buy chemicals, they can write a list 
of all the chemicals down there. . . . Why call it the 
Burn Book? Because a couple of the members of the 
conspiracy, specifically Lauren Weiner and Zachary 
Jenson, kind of bridled at the fact that we're writing 
all this stuff down. We don't want to commit any of 
this to writing. Anna solves that problem. She says, 
that's simple. We'll burn it at the end. After we're 
done, we’re going to burn this book." (That's the 
prosecutor's description, and the Burn Book became 
important evidence in the trial.) 

5. Failure to follow agreed upon security protocols: 
Weiner: "Well, it was stated by Eric back in November 
that absolutely nothing would be written down, and 
we all agreed with that. And then all of a sudden 
everything was being written down, and that was 
obviously very uncomforting to me." 

Also, Anna testified: "That night there was a 
discussion, and Jenson specifically mentioned that 
he was very uncomfortable with the fact that I still 
had my cell phone, as the rest of the members of the 


group did not carry cell phones and had no desire 
to carry cell phones, and felt that cell phones were a 
method for law enforcement to track them. So they 
began to pressure me to get rid of my cell phone." 
(Anna used her phone to provide the FBI "real time" 
intelligence.) 

6. Pressure toward illegal action: Weiner: "She was 
upset that there were no plans, and ... I was upset 
because I felt like I didn't know where these plans 
were coming from." 

7. Discomfort of other team-mates: 

Q. "Do you remember the conversations in that car 
ride? . . . Were any of them about a feeling you had 
that she was leading you and the rest of the group 
into a trap?" 

Zachary Jenson: "I do remember having a 
conversation about that. ..." 

Q. "Okay. And it was where you said something to 
the effect of, you know, I have this feeling that you, 
Anna, you're leading us into a trap, right?" 

Jenson: "Yes." 

8. Discrepancies between stated intentions and 
actual activity: Earlier, at a 2005 protest against the 
Organization of American States, Anna presented 
herself as a medic, but she had no training and never 
actually served in that function. Instead, she claimed 
specialized skills as a means to gain access to planning 
meetings and collect information. 

According to Del Papa, one of the protest organizers, 
"Anna didn't seem very interested in offering medical 
care and comfort to protesters. She was more curious 
about the protest organizers. . . . She started asking 
all of these really specific questions about who was 
coming and how many people were coming. She got 
really aggressive about wanting detailed information 
about our plans." 

At the demonstration itself, Anna then used her 
position to push tactics that were not only illegal, 
but contrary to existing plans and probably counter- 
productive: "During the march, Del Papa said, Anna 
started recruiting high-school students to stage a sit- 
in to block traffic, right in front of a large group of 
Broward County sheriff's officers in riot gear. Del Papa 
was sure the provocation would lead to arrests and to 
the police clearing protesters from the area. ..." 

9. Discovering the bug: Anna testified: "On the drive 
down into Auburn, there was — a wire had fallen out of 
the dash of the car, and as McDavid was fiddling with 
the wire, the recording device in the car fell out of the 
dash into his hand. ... I took the recorder out of his 
hand, and I shoved it back into the dashboard. And I 
said, stupid old car, just a . . . piece of shit. ... He let 
it go. He didn't question me further about it, but he 
acted strange as if somewhere in his subconscious he 
knew that that was a weird occurrence, but he never 
pressed me about it. . . . He had basically just found 
me out but didn't quite know it." 



What's remarkable about this case is that McDavid 
and the others failed to challenge Anna on these 
behaviors despite their collective obsession with 
"security culture." The term shows up again and 
again in the trial, as an explanation of why they did 
certain things the way they did. They got new email 
accounts, they communicated in code, they used fake 
names, they went without cell phones (except for 
Anna) — and on and on. But they did not, apparently, 
think carefully enough about who they wanted to 
work with and what they wanted to do. 

They clearly underestimated the level of technical 
skill their plan required, but more importantly, it 
seems they underestimated the level of risk involved, 
and therefore also the level of commitment and trust 
necessary. All four conspirators were working far 
outside the scope of their experience, and they don't 
seem to have seriously considered the basis on which 
they were working together. Anna, for instance, seems 
to have been invited in because McDavid had a crush 
on her. 

In this sense, the conspiracy failed twice. It failed, 
first, because the group lacked a sound basis for 
working together, could not agree on a coherent 


According to McKay, when they mentioned the 
molotovs to their affinity group, they were told in no 
uncertain terms, "what you are doing is ridiculous, 
stupid, and dangerous." At that point they basically 
gave up on the idea of using firebombs, and went 
to the demonstration without them. Later, though, 
Darby asked McKay what they planned to do with 
the bombs. "David says he didn't want to lose face 
with Brandon, so he made up a plan" about attacking 
a parking lot full of police cars. Darby simultaneously 
told McKay he didn't think he and Crowder were 
ready for that sort of action, goaded him toward it, 
and offered to help. They agreed to meet at 2 a.m., but 
McKay blew it off and stopped responding to Darby's 
messages. McKay was arrested in bed at 4:30 a.m. 

We now know that Darby had been giving the FBI 
information since at least February 2007, and had 
actually been on the payroll since November that 
same year. It's not clear exactly when the collaboration 
began, and many people now cite suspicions about 
Darby from much earlier. Darby's own story is that he 
first approached the FBI after a Palestinian activist asked 
him to help raise money for Hamas and Hezbollah. 
That experience led him to reflect on his own views 


We now know that Darhy had been giving the 


plan, didn't have the necessary technical proficiency 
to succeed, and finally — much to Anna's frustration 
— were too flakey to follow through on their ideas. It 
failed, again, because one of the four was an agent 
provocateur, and two later turned state's evidence. 
It's worth noting, though, that both sets of failures 
occurred for many of the same reasons. 

Profile #3: Brandon Darby 

Similarly, David McKay and Bradley Crowder got 
in over their heads with activist-turned-informant 
Brandon Darby. 

Brandon Darby was a prominent organizer, 
originally in Austin. He went to New Orleans during 
the Hurricane Katrina disaster, and became a leader 
of Common Ground, a grassroots relief agency that 
provided free food, medical aid, legal assistance, and 
home repair — while also fighting home demolitions 
and police brutality. 

In August 2008, Darby traveled with the "Austin 
Affinity Group," including McKay and Crowder, to 
St. Paul to protest against the Republican National 
Convention. When they arrived, police searched their 
van and seized home-made riot shields. Darby urged 
the group to escalate its tactics in response: "We're 
not going to take this lying down. You've got to do 
something about it." That evening, McKay and Crowder 
made some molotov cocktails, and stashed them in the 
basement of the house where they were staying. 


about militancy, after which he called the FBI and 
volunteered to work as an informer. In 2008, the FBI 
put him to work as part of their campaign against 
the anti-RNC protests. In that capacity, he attended 
planning meetings and regularly wore a wire. 

It was during this period that Darby met McKay 
and Crowder. The two younger activists looked up to 
Darby and sought to emulate his militancy, while he 
relentlessly razzed them for being "tofu eaters" and 
"weaklings" — a dynamic that led them to feel that 
they had something to prove. McKay says: "We really 
didn't feel very comfortable about Brandon for a long 
time, but it always came into play that we had never 

done anything, anything like this, ever And that's 

everything that Brandon was. . . . With him we felt 
like we were legitimate." 

Of course it was Darby who told the FBI about the 
riot shields and, later, the molotov cocktails. 

The first attempt at a trial ended in a hung jury — 
the result of McKay's entrapment defense. Ultimately, 
however, both McKay and Crowder plead guilty 
to firearms charges. Crowder got two years. McKay 
got four. Darby was paid $12,750, plus $3,028 for 
expenses. 

In this case, too, there were numerous clues that 
Darby was not to be trusted: 

1. Previous behavior: The Austin Chronicle wrote: "ask 
around Austin activist circles. . . . Several local activists 
describe Darby as a troubled, paranoid man with a 



volatile history with women, a penchant for violent 
rhetoric, and a strong authoritarian streak." 

Similarly at Common Ground, Malik Rahim, recalls: 
"At the very beginning, he was helpful, but after [a 
point], he became harmful. ... He did everything he 
could to destroy St. Mary's, which was where we were 
housing the majority of our volunteers, by letting a 
bunch of crackheads move in there. And he also drove 
a wedge between me and Lisa Fithian and eventually 
caused her to leave, too. He was doing everything 
you're supposed to do as a government agent in that 
situation. Divide and conquer." 

2. Demanding access to sensitive information he didn't 
need: Fithian says that, during the RNC, Darby had to 
be asked to leave meetings where the details of actions 
were being worked out: "He said he was there to do 
medical, but instead he was at all the meetings." She 
recalls, "I actually asked, 'What the fuck is he doing 
here?' ... I told him he needed to leave." 

3. Assumption of authority: Scott Crow, one of the 
founders of Cofnmon Ground told This American Life: 
"He doesn't ask. A lot of time he just assumed that 
nobody knew what they were doing. And he was going 
to do it, even though he never organized anything — 


9. Machismo: Fithian: "He did a lot of Wild West 
shit — Mister Macho Action Hero." 

10. Misogyny: The Chronicle reports: "[OJther sources 
. . . spoke of a particular romantic relationship in 
Darby's past that they describe as emotionally abusive 
and Darby as paranoid, jealous, and possessive." 

Fithian says this behavior was poisonous to the 
culture at Common Ground: "He was a leader of 
the organization. . . and because of that, he was able 
to set some patterns in motion that I believe led to 
systemic issues of sexual abuse, sexual harassment, 
and violence." 

11. Bullying: McKay: "We had a lot of discussions. 
. . where he was criticizing us about where we were 
physically. ... He put [Crowder] in a choke hold out 
of nowhere just to test what Brad would do." 

12. Concerns raised by others: People who knew 
Darby described him with words like: "megalomania," 
"manipulative," "very brash, very macho," "very 
confrontational," "violent at times," "crazy," "a wing 
nut," "hero complex," and "pathological liar." 

Fithian adds: "I always said at Common Ground: If 
he was not a cop or an agent of the state, he was doing 
their job for them, creating division and disrupting 


FBI information since at least February 2007 


never organized, never organized anything. Zero." 

4. Exaggerating his own knowledge and experience: 
Crow also told the Chronicle: "He inserted himself as 
'co-founder'; he wanted that status, even as people 
were getting written out of the Common Ground 
history, people who did a lot of work organizing." 

5. Taking credit for others' work: Crow, again: "If you 
look at the way Brandon tells it, he did the whole Lower 
9th Ward with one hand tied behind his back, when 
really there were a lot of people who did the work, 
and the organizing too, who you'll never hear about 
because of Brandon's monopoly on the media." 

He explains: "[Darby] made sure that the media 
followed him extensively and didn't interview other 
people. ... So, did he do that just because he's crazy, 
or did he do that to get more credibility for himself so 
that he could gather more information?" 

6. The Hero Complex: Lisa Fithian summed up 
Darby's attitude: "It's all about him. . . [and his need] 
to be the savior." 

7. Bravado: Darby announced, regarding his plans 
to disrupt the RNC: "Any group I go with will be 
successful." 

8. Paranoia and tendencies toward violence: Scott 
Crow: "I'm not a psychologist, but I would definitely 
say that guy's paranoid. I mean, he sleeps with guns 
under his pillow. This is not something I have been 
told; this is something I have seen. The guy has a 
cache of weapons." 


our work." 

13. McKay and Crowder also should have paid attention 
to their own reservations: McKay remembers saying to 
Crowder: "I hope this isn't one of those 'when keeping 
it real goes wrong' scenarios." 

Commonalities 

There's a broad pattern common to all of these cases: 
People passing themselves off as tough, militant, 
super-radical big shots manipulated, bullied, or guilt- 
tripped less experienced, more pliable people, and 
pushed them toward actions far beyond anything 
they were prepared for, tactically or politically. 

In the Darby case this dynamic advanced through 
the medium of masculinity. Darby's presentation of 
himself centered on an image of a tough, decisive, 
bold, heroic "man of action," and he prodded his 
younger, more impressionable comrades largely by 
challenging their masculinity. McKay and Crowder, 
then, made some dumb decisions — not simply 
because they trusted the wrong person, but because 
Darby's influence helped them to wrongly conflate 
radicalism, militancy, and personal commitment with 
an exaggerated masculinity and the psychological 
need to be tough guys. 

I realize that these cases may not count as 
"entrapment" in the narrow legal sense, but they 
certainly fit the commonsense meaning of the word: 
the government manufacturing a crime for the sake 



of luring unsuspecting people into a conviction. In 
none of these cases would the plot have existed, much 
less been enacted, without the intervention of the 
provocateur. 

I've chosen three cases involving the anarchist or 
radical environmentalist movements, but a similar 
pattern has emerged in FBI "terror" cases targeting 
Muslims. In 2009, the Islamic Center of Irvine 
discovered that the FBI had hired Craig Monteilh, 
using the name Farouk Aziz, to infiltrate numerous 
mosques in the L.A. area. His activity led to one 
arrest: Ahmadullah Niazi was charged with lying on 
his immigration application to hide the fact that his 
brother-in-law was Osama bin Laden's bodyguard. 
In this case, too, there had been plenty of reason to 
worry: Two years earlier the Council of American- 
Islamic Relations was so shocked by Monteilh's big 
talk about jihad that they reported him to the police 
and filed a restraining order against him. 

Likewise, the 2006 plot to bomb the Sears Tower was 
a creature of two FBI provocateurs active in Miami's 
poor, black Liberty City neighborhood. That case went 
to trial three times before producing convictions. As 
Thomas Cincotta wrote in the Public Eye: "Previous 
juries viewed the FBI informant posing as a member of 
al Qaeda as the driving force behind the plot. Despite 
paying informants over $130,000, the FBI produced 
no evidence of explosives, weapons or blueprints, 
only a videotape of defendants pledging an 'oath' to 
al Qaeda, recorded in a warehouse wired by the FBI." 

Also in 2006, the government took note of a group 
of Albanians who had videotaped themselves riding 
horses, shooting guns, and shouting "Allah akbar." 
The FBI sent two untrained informants to befriend 
the group. One of the informants, Mahmoud Omar, 
quickly assumed a position of leadership, and offered 
to get them weapons. When they finally agreed, they 
were arrested. 

More recently, in late 2010, the FBI arrested a Somali- 
born teenager for trying to bomb a Christmas tree 
lighting ceremony in Portland, Oregon. The young 
man, Mohamed Osman Mohamud, had tried to get 
in touch with jihadists online, but the FBI responded 
instead. Over several months, federal agents helped 
Mohamud concoct his plot, providing technical 
advice and financial assistance, and supplying both 
the (fake) bomb and the vehicle used to transport it. 
As Steven Wax, Mohamud's attorney explained: "The 
government provided the money, the government 
provided the transportation, the government was 
involved in the meetings." 

The Standard Profile 

In all these cases, the provocateurs shared some 
common traits which, one would hope, we might 
have learned to recognize by now. Way back in 1983, 
the Anti-Repression Resource Team and Midwest 


Research Group studied the available information 
on dozens of infiltration and entrapment cases and 
created a standard profile of the provocateur: 

"Extraordinary Agents-Provocateurs are individuals 
who are agents of the state, although not usually 
regular employees, who make a living out of destroying 
ongoing movement organizations by disruption and 
factionalizing a group to an extraordinary degree. 
These individuals are extraordinary action people, 
ready to deal with guns and armed struggle, ready to 
participate in direct action in all its forms and to be 
arrested. . . . 

One of the telltale signs of an extraordinary agent- 
provocateur is the advocacy and use of excessive violence... 
Quite often, extraordinary agents-provocateurs gain 
their initial respect by procuring guns for a group. Others 
constantly urge the groups on to violent confrontations 
or armed actions which will be counterproductive. 

Extraordinary agent-provocateurs are usually very 
close to one or more top leaders and make sure they 
get along well with them. But they are generally very 
difficult for others to get along with. Their usual social 
behavior is bad to atrocious except when leadership 
is around. 

In addition to these characteristics, and those 
mentioned earlier in the case studies, we might also 
note that in most of these cases the militancy is 
accompanied by vague or inconsistent politics: 

Very often their political lines change abruptly, 
without apparent reason or explanation. . . . Along 
with the political disruptiveness is a basic lack of 
solid political growth. When long experience with 
a particular issue does not lead to qualitatively 
better political understanding of the issue, there are 
grounds for security suspicions. Extraordinary agents- 
provocateurs are usually action-oriented and press 
ahead with more daring and more illegal activities 
without any increase in their political understanding 

of an issue [IJnformers often push their interests far 

beyond their political capacity. Quite often informers 
are at events that they cannot understand or explain 
politically." 

Proceed with Caution 

Here a word of caution is in order. It is totally 
conceivable, maybe even likely, that a person could 
fit this sort of pattern and not be a government 
agent. 

There is a whole range of other possible 
explanations: He could be employed by a private 
agency. He could be sabotaging movement work for 
personal or ideological reasons. He could be well- 
meaning, but misguided, mentally ill, or merely very 
foolish. There is also the possibility that the state 
is not employing him, but has made a calculated 
decision to leave him alone while his behavior wrecks 
havoc in the movement. Or the cops might be biding 



their time, monitoring him while they build as big a 
case as they can. 

Usually, all we have to judge by is the actor's behavior, 
and so we just don't know what the full story is. It is 
important, therefore! not to jump to conclusions — and 
especially, not to jump to conclusions publicly. There 
is entirely too much mud-slinging, rumor-mongering, 
and trial-by-flame-war in the anarchist movement 
already. We can't afford to make it worse with premature 
denunciations or allegations we can't substantiate. 

For one thing, it is a favorite trick of police agencies 
to make false allegations and spread such rumors 
themselves in order to neutralize leaders, sow suspicion, 
and generate rifts in the movement. "Snitch-jacketing" 
they call it. 

For another thing, there is a real danger that by 
overstating the conclusion, one can inadvertently 
overshadow the real concerns that exist. If the 
allegation is "this guy's a fed," then the question 
becomes "Is he a fed?" If the evidence doesn't 
conclusively show that he is, the whole affair may be 
written off as false, even if there are genuine reasons 
to worry. 

The answer, then, is to concentrate on the 
demonstrable evidence, rather than peddling 
conjecture. In practical terms, that means addressing 
the person's problematic behavior rather than 
leveling accusations about their intent. 

‘The point that really deserves attention is that, 
whether or not people matching this description are 


provocateurs, their provocateur-like behavior ought 
to be enough to discredit them. 

Conclusions 

The people entrapped in these recent cases got into 
trouble partly by trusting the wrong people, but also 
by needing too much to impress them, trying too hard 
to please them. ("I was always trying to impress her," 
Lauren Weiner testified.) But most of all, I think the 
victims here failed to trust their own better judgment. 

The conclusions ought to be commonsensical: Know 
the people you do political work with. The more risky 
the work, the better you need to know them. Be realistic 
about your skills, experience, understanding, and 
limitations — and those of the people you work with. 
Use your own judgment in deciding what sort of work 
to pursue, what tactics to adopt, and the level of risk to 
accept. Don't let yourself be bullied, guilt-tripped, or 
baited into anything that seems to you like a bad idea. 
And don't shrug it off if something seems wrong. 

Of course, that still may not be enough to keep you 
out of jail. But it seems to me like the least we can ask 
of the people we work with — whether we're doing 
anything illegal, or not. 

Kristian Williams is the author of Our Enemies in Blue: 
Police and Power in America and American Methods: 
Torture and the Logic of Domination (both from South 
End Press). 



Did you hear about the wild leopard that 
defended its territory against the police? 


We did. 

ncwswire.EarthFirstJoumal. org 
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Available Now on DVD 
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in resistance to Snowbowl desecration of sacred sites, Flagstaff, AZ. 


Article & photos by Kyle Boggs 

It was an especially beautiful morning on June 16, 
when at least 15 people participated in a direct action 
on the San Francisco Peaks that temporarily halted con- 
struction of a pipeline on the mountain. Six mainly in- 
digenous youth were arrested during the coordinated 
action and another was cited for trespassing. 

On December 1, 2010, Federal Judge Mary Murguia 
ruled in favor of Arizona Snowbowl Limited Partner- 
ship, approving the construction of a 14.8-mile re- 
claimed wastewater pipeline from Flagstaff to the ski 
resort, among other developments. The water is to be 
used at Snowbowl to make artificial snow. While many 
ski resorts around the world use a percentage of re- 
claimed wastewater to make snow, the resort would be 
the only one in the world that would use a 100% mix- 
ture of wastewater in this way. Prompted by concerns 
from the scientific community and others who assert 
the likelihood of health risks associated with the use of 
reclaimed wastewater, the Environmental Protection 
Agency is currently conducting a national multi-year 
study of the water to be completed in 2013. 

The case itself, brought on by the Save the Peaks Co- 
alition and nine concerned citizens, is currently under 
appeal in the Ninth Circuit. The Hopi Tribe has filed 
their own separate lawsuit citing a first amendment 
violation of their religious freedoms in association with 
further development. 

The San Francisco Peaks are held sacred to at least 
13 regional Native American tribes and the impact of 
construction has been emotional. A prayer gathering 
was held at the base of the San Francisco Peaks a few 
days after construction began, where Navajo Nation 
President Ben Shelly addressed the crowd declaring, 
"We have got to stop the construction." Kelvin Long, 
director of ECHOES (Educating Communities while 
Healing and Offering Environmental Support) stated, 
"We're going to protect our mountain, we’re not going 
to allow snowmaking to happen." Steve Darden of the 


Navajo Nation Human Rights Commission and former 
Flagstaff City Council member added a specific message 
to youth. "In our Hogans and sweat lodges we are of- 
fering our prayers, we're relying on you young ones to 
step up.” 

And so they did. 

On the morning of the action, as the full moon faded 
and the sun rose, two demonstrators chained themselves 
to the wheel well of a large excavator while two pairs of 
women sat back-to-back deep inside the six-foot-trench, 
bound to each other by the neck with U-locks. The ac- 
tion occurred a few miles up Snowbowl Road where con- 
struction had been in progress since May 25, 201 1 . 

The first to respond on the scene was Snowbowl. 
The security vehicle, a blue Mercedes, screamed up and 
down Snowbowl Road apparently hying to locate those 
involved in the action. By 6 AM more than 15 armed 
agents arrived on the scene, as well as the Coconino 
County Sheriff's Department, City of Flagstaff Police, 
and the FBI. 

At the same time a group of at least eight demonstra- 
tors gathered at the bottom of Snowbowl road, blocking 
access. Five demonstrators wore white hazmat suites in 
a symbolic "quarantine" of the resort, stretching ban- 
ners across the road that read, "Protect Sacred Sites" and 
"Danger! Health Hazard — Snowbowl." Caution tape 
was stretched across the width of the road along with 
other objects, forming a makeshift blockade. 

The demonstrators engaged in a multi-varied ap- 
proach to what is very much considered a multi-layered 
issue. The complexity of the controversy was illustrated 
in the diversity of demonstrator's chants, echoing from 
the base of the mountain, from those locked to construc- 
tion equipment, and from voices deep from within the 
trenches. "Protect Sacred Sites, Defend Human Rights!" 
"No desecration for recreation!" "Stop the cultural geno- 
cide! Protect the Peaks!" "Human health over corporate 
wealth!" "Dook'o'osliid [the traditional Dine name of 
the San Francisco Peaks], we've got your back!" 

By 7:30 AM, assisted by county Sheriffs, the Flagstaff 
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Trench lock-down in resistance to Snowbowl desecration of sacred sites, Flagstaff, AZ. 

Fire Department began aggressively cutting demonstra- "That's your own fault." 

tors from their various lockdown devices. Evan Haw- "Our safety was prioritized second to Snowbowl's 
baker and Kristopher Barney were chained to the same demands. I was not aggressive. My lock was sawed 
excavator. "The police's use of excessive force was in through, inches away from both of our heads, secured 
complete disregard for my safety. They pulled at my solely and recklessly by the hands of a deputy. The po- 
arms and forced my body and head further into the ma- lice's response was hasty, taking about ten minutes in 
chine, all the while using heavy duty power saws within total — it was dehumanizing," said Hailey Sherwood, 
inches of my hand," said Hawbaker. one of the last demonstrators cut out. 

Rather than negotiate, as the demonstrators were cut, One at a time, as demonstrators were removed from 
it was clear that the police and firemen preferred to use their locking devices, they were treated by paramed- 
scare tactics. "We don't want to cut your arm off," re- ics, and arrested for trespassing. Those two demonstra- 
peated one of the firemen several times to which Haw- tors that were bound to minors were also charged with 
baker finally responded, "I don't want you to cut my "contributing to the delinquency of a minor," and an- 
arm off either." Hawbaker said the fireman looked dead other charged for "endangerment." 
serious, "well, we will if we have to." On the Monday after the lockdown, the Arizona Daily 

The firefighters used a Sawzall to cut the PVC pipe Sun published an editorial reaction entitled, "Monkey- 
lengthwise. When the blade hit the metal rod, it rattled wrenchers Marginalize Cause of Native America." Be- 
the chain violently. Hawbaker depicts, "Those who cut sides the fact that the term, "monkeywrenching," is 
us out endangered our well being ignoring the screams entirely misrepresented in the editorial, as it is well 
to stop. They treated our bodies the way they're treating documented that demonstrators took great care not to 
this holy mountain." damage any machinery, the editorial itself reads more 

One of the women in the trench described an action like an attempt by the paper to, in fact, marginalize the 
taken in which one police officer would attempt to history of social and environmental movements, 
stand them up while another officer moved the other The editorial explained that demonstrators' compari- 
demonstrator another way. Because U-locks bound the son of their actions to Rosa Parks is a false analogy on 
women by the neck, they were choked. "Nobody even the grounds that when Ms. Parks refused to move to the 
bothered to ask what it would take to get us out vol- back of the bus, segregation was illegal. Said the editori- 
untarily. Finally they just started hurting us," said Ms. al, "civil rights activists were seeking to uphold the law." 
Del Callejo. "I'm here to protect the mountain, I said, Here it sounds like the writers of the editorial would not 
and you're hurting me. You're choking me." The police have found the actions of Ms. Parks to be meaningful, 
responded in a way that did not sugar coat their lack of courageous, or ethically sound if she had acted before 
experience in dealing with nonviolent demonstrators, segregation laws were abolished. It would be a curious 
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Blockade in resistance to Snowbowl desecration of sacred sites, Flagstaff, AZ. Photo from Indigenous Action. 


task for the writers to name one social movement in the 
history of the world that did not result in illegal actions 
and arrests. "Throughout history, acts of resistance and 
civil disobedience have been taken by young and old 
against injustices such as this. This action is not isolated 
but part of a continued resistance to human rights vio- 
lations, to colonialism, to corporate greed, and destruc- 
tion of Mother Earth," added Del Callejo. 

The editorial goes on, "The Snowbowl protesters are 
focusing on a religious dispute and don't have the law 
on their side." If the last 40 years of lawsuits have re- 
vealed anything, it should be clear that confronting a 
Eurocentric court system that is structurally incapable 
of making connections between environmental and 
human rights concerns has been a challenge for native 
people from the get-go. If the Daily Sun thinks the only 
issue here is "a religious dispute" that has nothing to do 
with the environmental integrity of the mountain and 
is not connected to the cultural survival of our native 
neighbors, they have truly exposed how out of touch 
they are on this issue. "The Holy San Francisco Peaks 
is home, tradition, culture, and a sanctuary... and all 
this is being desecrated by the Arizona Snowbowl Ski 
Resort," said one of the demonstrators. 

In the city council meetings related to choosing a 
water source for Snowbowl last summer, at least three- 
fouths of those hundreds of people in attendance sub- 
mitted pubic comments in opposition to development, 
most of which urged the council to cancel the water 
contract with Snowbowl all together. 

Furthermore, early in the morning of the demonstra- 
tions, word got out on [public radio] KNAU about what 
was happening, folks from all over Flagstaff came by and 
offered their support. A demonstrator remarked, "One 
woman came by with her daughter. She gave us all a 


bunch of Gatorade and offered to cook us all meals if it 
went on throughout the day. Many other folks grabbed 
signs and joined in the rally at the bottom of the moun- 
tain." Furthermore, activists began to call from all over 
the country, as far away as Hawaii. A group from New 
Mexico said they were on their way to Flagstaff. 

"How can we be trespassers on our Holy Site?" ques- 
tioned Barney. "I do not agree with these and the other 
charges; we will continue our resistance." 

[ There have now been over 23 arrested for resisting con- 
struction of the pipeline which began along Snowbowl Road 
in late May of this year]. 

Mountain Jam 2012 : 

We have a very simple way to let Snowbowl know 
how we feel about them. Join us this Christmas va- 
cation and again on Martin Luther King Holiday 
Weekend (and every Saturday at 10 a.m. for the 
rest of the summer, as well as any big snow day). 
We are going to have a sacred circle next to the 
Snowbowl parking lot. We will pray, sing, laugh, 
love, recreate and share stories about the moun- 
tain. Please come! Or even better organize your 
own friends and allies into your own "recreation" 
groups (hike, camp, pick mushrooms, etc). There 
are currently 17 basecamps set up at Snowbowl, 
and even a public cook shack and medic team. You 
can go up and visit or even camp if you want to 
support the mountain jam more long-term. We 
have lots of food and gear. Come help out. 

For more information, please visit www.Indig- 
enousAction.org and www.TrueSnow.org. News and 
updates are also available at bsnorrell.blogspot.com 
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Uric / 1 IcTDciPu/, " 


Prisoner Bi^ 


Eric McDavid (D) was arrested in January 2006 after being targeted by an undercover informant for his politics 
and his strong belief that the environmental devastation happening all around him had to be stopped. 

The informant spent a year and half drawing Eric in, creating a "crime," and entrapping Eric in it. No actions were 
ever carried out — Eric was indicted on a single count of "conspiracy" (thought crime) and is now serving out an 
almost 20-year sentence in federal prison. 


?~C(H(rjUHv COM-' 


Eric has a new book list up on his website, www. 
supporteric.org Please make sure you contact info@ 
supporteric.org to let us know which books you have 
ordered, so we can update the list. Eric would also like 
to receive news and information about things like the 
recent uprisings in the middle east, Spain, England; 
forest defense campaigns; etc. Any news or analysis 
from a more radical perspective is incredibly hard to 
come by in prison and would be much appreciated. 


Write to Eric (always keeping in mind that all mail 
is read by the authorities) at: 



Eric McDavid 16209-097 
FCI Victorville, Medium II 
Federal Correctional Institution 
PO Box 5300 
Adelanto, CA 92301 

For information on how to donate to Eric's support 
fund, please visit his website at www.supporteric.org. 



/\ I\fc6& rrcm Uric (Z) J 


write'n 4 this kind'a thing feels like walk'n against the 
Wind - so bear w/me... 1st off, my Spirits R High & my 
Heart is Grounded, thanx 2 all the Support i've been re- 
ceiving over the yrs... i'm currently opening some space 4 
myself 2 study more pedagogy & yoga, as well as a lot more 
writing/zine play... my Beautiful Partner is always on top 
of posting any requests of mine on the web-site when they 
come up, & Honestly we're always open 2 monetary aid N 

getting hir down 2 C me my biggest Wish is 4 folx 2 

seriously study & learn from our Past - through the Paths of 
those who came B4 us... the 2nd closest thing 2 my Heart is 
4 folx 2 explore & leam Healthy Communication Patterns - 
very few R provided ways 2 hear others & express ourselves 
N ways that nurture authentic community... Please take 
care of Urselves & the relationships which Nurture & Sus- 
tain U... 

w/a longing Heart 
much love, 
d 


Eric's birthday is October 7th. 

/{ Pcarv^rdvn D 

Where does the confusion & pain wash away 2? 
is there a residue left behind? 

Does it bite? 

impale? 

sicken? 

Why is it the trauma always arises? 
can there B reprieve? 

breath? 

maybe something longer than an 

exhale? 

Can we find solace? 

what of our children? 

grand-children? 
great grand-children? 

How many paths must we walk 

B4 the paths R no longer necessary? 

1 step at a time 

aiding the moment w/motion 

Letting go of the past 

open 2 the future 

Nurtured by the authentic 

relations defining us at the 
core 

Releasing the confusion & pain 
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An EFlers Guide to Citizen Monitor! 



Marble Mountain Wilderness, California. 


Article and photos By American Dipper 

Do you like clean water for salmon, sturgeon, lam- 
prey, otters, manatees, gators, osprey and dippers? It's 
also the stuff those bi-pedal fuckers with thumbs drink 
to live, so it's possible that might appeal to you. Or 
not, I'm also down with misanthropy. As you no doubt 
have figured out, the water throughout the world ain't 
always that clean. The streams, wetlands, oceans and 
critters would really like it to be cleaner though, and 
so would I. 

Unlike stopping logging trucks, blocking water pol- 
lution is difficult to do with a tripod. You can however 
harass the companies making money from butchering 
the earth and on a good day stop them, without your 
bandana and bike lock. Maybe I just sold out, that's 
possible too. In the United States we've got this pretty 
keen law called the Clean Water Act (CWA), which set 
out to entirely get rid of pollution in our waterways by 
1985. Clearly that failed, but it's still one of the more 
powerful environmental laws we've got, right up with 
the Endangered Species Act and the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act and, as we say, is another tool in the 
toolbox. 

The super short version of the CWA and why 
it's relevant: 

The CWA makes un-pe emitted discharges of pollutants 


illegal, and to discharge legally companies are re- 
quired to get a National Pollution Discharge Elimi- 
nation System (NPDES) permit, which sets some 
limits on how much they can pollute. Pretty shit- 
ty right, they just have to get a permit to pollute? 
It's true, this is way less than perfect. Thing is all 
these permits have rules, often people issued those 
permits break those rules, and sometimes there are 
even consequences for breaking those rules. You 
gotta know the rules to catch them though. If you 
catch them breaking the rules you can tattle to the 
government agencies, which might even do some- 
thing about it (especially if they know someone is 
watching), or you can find a lawyer and sue them 
for violating the CWA. Sure it isn't perfect, but it's 
a place to start the fight. Ah fighting, now you're 
listening I see. 

♦ 

Who's In Charge? 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is re- 
sponsible for implementing the CWA, and delegates 
that authority in most of the 50 states to a state agency 
with a name something along the lines of Department 
of Environmental Protection, Department of Environ- 
mental Quality, Department of Ecology... etc, you get 
the idea. In some states the EPA is still in charge, it 
just depends. To further confuse things, there are two 
types of NPDES permits. General permits are written 



f Water Pollution Discharge Permits 

? 



Coal ash pipeline. 


“It’s ok to snitch to the state on polluters. 
Document the violations carefully with photographs 
and descriptions. Use the language from the permit 
specifically that they are violating." 


to apply to broad swaths of common industry (sue- Some have limits or benchmarks for things you'd need 
tion dredging, log mill pond, construction or indus- expensive equipment for, but others have simple visu- 
trial stormwater, etc), and individual permits are for ally identified items, or are only allowed to discharge 
things that might be more complex. This is wonky, under very specific conditions. Perhaps there's a Best 
but important if you're going to go through the steps Management Practice (BMP) that they're required to 
below and try to monitor a permit. be doing and they're not? Any of the requirements 

Step By Step they're not doing should be a violation of the permit, 

Step 1: Figure out who is responsible for implement- with possible fines, 
ing the CWA in your state. If all else fails, call the EPA Step 4: Go find your target facility, and find their 
and ask "Is implementation of the Clean Water Act outfall or whatever you think they’re doing wrong, 
delegated to a state agency in my state and if so which Look for violations. 

one?" Step 5: Find some? It's ok to snitch to the state on 

Step 2: Got a least favorite industry you want to polluters. Document the violations carefully with 
grind your axe on? Speak with said state agency and photographs and descriptions. Use the language from 
find out what permits regulate that industry, and get the permit specifically that they are violating. Call the 
a list of permitees in your area. In some states this in- agency responsible for the CWA in your state, and ask 
formation is all available online where you can down- who you talk to about violations of an NPDES permit, 
load their entire database of NPDES permits, in others Send them all the info you got, make sure they will 
you may have to file a public records request. Usually keep you in the loop on any actions they may take, 
these are pretty easy, but it helps if you have some sort Step 6: Did they do anything about it? If not, bother 
of organizational backing for them to hand over the the agency more and send them more documenta- 
info with a smile. Think about volunteering with an tion. They are slow to move and usually underfunded 
aggressive water protection organization if you've got beyond belief, also sometimes in bed with the bad 
one around. guys or just incompetent. 

Step 3: After identifying what permit (which often Step 7: Sadly, if nothing happens through the com- 
have weird numbers or letters) you want to focus on, plaint process... it's time to find a lawyer that wants 
find a copy and read it. You can usually get these on- to sue for violations of the CWA (there's a citizen suit 
line from your state agency. Bust out your highlighter option in this law) and perhaps think of something to 
and look for items that you yourself can monitor, lock down to. 
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CLEAN WATER ACT 
UNDER ATTACK 


Erosion and dirty water, Illinois. 


Some Permit Examples 

Just for the sake of conversation, let's walk through a 
few items from some various permits round the country. 

Oregon 700PM Suction Dredging Permit: 

Suction dredging is a crappy process where you 
run a noisy gasoline dredge to suck up the bottoms 
of streams and rivers and spit it back out looking for 
gold. This creates turbidity, leaks oil and gas, and cre- 
ates unstable gravel beds that salmon will spawn in, 
only to have their eggs blown away in winter flows. 
Bad news. 

This permit is administered by the Oregon Depart- 
ment of Environmental Quality, and stipulates some 
key points that dredgers frequently violate. If you 
catch em, report it to DEQ and the State Police. Min- 
ers are crazy, and often armed, so be careful: 

• No sediment plume visible more than 300' 
downstream 

• No overlapping sediment plumes between mul- 
tiple dredges 

• No fuel stored within 25' of the water, and spill 
protection required while fueling 

• No dredging into the bank, or moving logs or 
boulders that are tied into the bank 

• No dredging in State Scenic Waterways 

• No dredging outside of the in-stream water work 
period (check with Oregon Department of Fish 
and Game for this schedule in your area) 


One of the most critical legal 
tools in our fight to preserve and 
restore our ecosystem, the Clean 
Water Act, is currently facing an 
unprecedented attack. Not surpris- 
ingly, these efforts to weaken the 
Clean Water Act are being pro- 
moted by coal and chemical com- 
panies, timber interests and other 
industries that make more money 
when they pollute our public wa- 
ters. As expected, CEOs get rich 
while fish and people suffer. 

Here are the three biggest threats 
to the Clean Water Act, currently 
making their way through Con- 
gress, that we need to stop. 

The Dirty Water Act 

The Clean Water Cooperative 
Federalism Act of 2011 (HR 2018), 
also known as the Dirty Water Act, 
would reverse many key provisions 
of the Clean Water Act by appoint- 


ing the states, rather than the EPA, 
as the ultimate arbiter of water 
quality standards and the final 
authority on Clean Water Act per- 
mits. The result would be a patch- 
work of state water quality stan- 
dards in which the EPA would be 
powerless to interject, even if they 
found a state-issued Clean Water 
Act permit to be questionable. The 
bill severely limits the long-stand- 
ing federal responsibility for keep- 
ing water protection consistent 
across all states. On July 14, the 
US House approved the bill, which 
was written in response to EPA ac- 
tions around specific mountaintop 
removal coal mining and nutrient 
pollution problems. The bill now 
awaits action in the Senate. 

Drinking Pesticides Act 

The Reducing Regulatory Bur- 
dens Act of 2011 (HR 872) would 


exempt pesticide applications in 
and around public waters from 
the protections and safeguards of 
the Clean Water Act. Yet, treating 
pesticides as pollutants is common 
sense. Pesticides are designed to be 
toxic to living things, are respon- 
sible for significant harm to water- 
ways, and have caused real harm 
to public health and ecosystems. 
Pesticides discharged into our wa- 
terways directly harm fish and 
amphibian life in particular. They 
also move up the food chain and 
contaminate drinking water. On 
March 31, 2011, the US House ap- 
proved the bill, and now it awaits 
action in the Senate. 

Dead Salmon, Dirty Streams 
and Dangerous Landslides Act 

Sediment-laden stormwater from 
logging roads is the leading cause 
of water pollution from forest- 
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Florida Multi-Sector Generic Permit for Stormwater Dis- 
charge Associated with Industrial Activity 

Industrial activities have all kinds of fun stuff going 
on that can wash off the site and into streams, rivers, 
wetlands and swamps, and mess 'em up good. They're 
supposed to have plans to manage them and make it not 
be so bad. Sometimes it works, often it doesn't. Many 
of these types of permits require submiting monitoring 
reports, it may be very helpful to review the public files 
on the facilities in your watershed and see which ones 
are meeting the requirements they're monitoring for 
and which aren't. Hell, some places haven't submitted 
a monitoring report in 20 years, which can be good to 
know too, and uh, is a violation in and of itself. 

This is an EPA general permit that has been adopted 
and implemented (to some limited and half-assed de- 
gree) by the Florida Department of Environmental Pro- 
tection. The very same DEP that for failing so miserably 
to implement the CWA, big green groups are suing to 
have their CWA responsibilities taken away and given 
back to the EPA". Ouch. 

This permit is sprawling and complex, as it is sup- 
posed to apply to the entire country, and every single 
Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) code out there. 
So this permit applies to rock mining, trucking yards, 
timber facilities, chemical plant runoff, coal mines, etc. 
Anything at all where water could run off of the facility 
into a waterway. 

Get a copy of their Storm Water Pollution Preven- 
tion Plan, on file with DEP, and check if they are imple- 


menting all of the Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
that they claim to be doing. 

Get copies of their Discharge Monitoring Reports 
(DMRs), see if they are meeting their numeric effluent 
limitations, and their benchmarks. Failing these are a 
no-no. 

Check the monitoring requirements for the industry 
type, see if they are meeting those requirements. 

Any of the above are violations of the CWA and are 
lawsuit fodder. 

Look for any evidence of runoff with visibly dirty 
water, floating trash, oily sheen or a distinctive smell. 
That ain't good or allowed. 

If you have connections to a university or organiza- 
tion with access to monitoring equipment, consider 
monitoring some of the easier parameters yourself. 
Likely you'll be less inclined than the company to sam- 
ple when you suspect the levels will be low. 

Good Luck 

I'm fairly sure I made that out to be way worse than 
it actually is, but I wish you luck getting your feet wet 
and crafting that wrench from paper. Give em hell. 

American Dipper can be found flying along steep, clear, 
cold streams throughout mountainous west from Panama 
to Alaska and their presence is considered an indicator of 
decent water quality. 

[For PDF versions of permits look for on-line version of 
this article at earthfirstjouknal.org] 


lands, and is known to suffocate 
salmon spawning habitat and de- 
grade drinking water. Much of 
this sediment is delivered directly 
to streams from pipes and ditches 
that the Clean Water Act requires 
be controlled through the same 
kind of permit system applicable to 
other industries. A recent court rul- 
ing from the US 9th Circuit Court 
of Appeals has confirmed that sedi- 
ment sources from logging roads 
are subject to stormwater discharge 
requirements. In response, a few 
Senators, including Oregon's Ron 
Wyden, introduced the Silvicul- 
ture Regulatory Consistency Act 
(S 1369) in July to turn back the 
clock on clean water protection, 
and exempt erosion and sediment 
discharged by logging roads from 
the Clean Water Act. Worse, this 
exemption for logging road sedi- 
ment also applies to a host of other 


industrial timber sources, under- 
mining recovery efforts for Pacific 
salmon. 

Let Them Know It's A Bad Idea 

Think about letting your local 
congress and senate critters know 
how you feel about their betrayal 
of our ecosystems and the people 
that depend on clean water. I'm 
sure they'd be thrilled to have you 
in their office, or at their press 
events, or town halls, did I men- 
tion their office? 

The following congressional rep- 
resentatives and senators are par- 
ticularly in need of reminding: 

Sponsors ofS 1369 
Sen. Michael Crapo [R-ID] 

Sen. Ron Wyden [D-OR] 

Sen. Richard Burr [R>-NC] 

Sen. Susan Collins [R-ME] 

Sen. Kay Hagan [D-NC] 


Sen. Olympia Snowe [R-ME] 

Sponsors of HR 2018 
Rep. John Mica [R-FL] 

Rep. Shelley Capito [R-WV] 

Rep. Howard Coble [R-NC] 

Rep. Duncan Hunter [R-CA] 

Rep. David McKinley [R-WV] 
Rep. Gary Miller [R-CA] 

Rep. Nick Rahall [D-WV] 

Rep. Dennis Rehberg [R-MT] 

Rep. Steve Southerland [R-FL] 

Bob Gibbs [R-OH] (sponsor of HR 
872) 

For more senators and represen- 
tatives that could use an old fash- 
ioned Earth First! thanks, check 
out govtrack.us and look up the bill 
numbers. 



HANDS OFF COUNTRY 

GAS MADNESS AND FOSSIL FRENZY IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 



(From right to left) Another day at the blockade, Aug 26; Traditional Owners stand their ground; Flatback sea turtle at 80- 
Mile Beach in Kimberley; Traditional Owner, Eddie Roe. Any photos not credited are courtesy of Environs Kimberley 


By Teri Shore 

My heart is breaking for the wild and sacred red 
rock country known as the Kimberley. Here Big Oil 
is mounting a fossil fuel assault on an unspoiled 
coastline in the remote northwest of Australia. 

I fell for this land as I sweated and swooned on a 
curve of isolated beach while counting and measuring 
nesting flatback sea turtles last year. The endemic 
Australian flatback is one of four sea turtle species that 
breed and feed along this little-known coast. After a 
week consorting with the ancient ones, activist friends 
Louise, Franz and Nigel took me to the "bush" in an 
old Land Rover to visit Walmadan — named James Price 
Point by white settlers. There I was stunned by the 
sight of sun-burned cliffs, white sands and aquamarine 
waters. On the way, we viewed shell mounds and rock 
shards left by indigenous families thousands of years 
ago. Today people camp and fish here. Franz guided 
us by instinct and memory through grassland, soggy 
billabongs and stringy paperbarks. Leggy stork-like 
jabirus swooped and shadowed us. 

It is here, at Walmadan outside of the tiny tourist town 
of Broome, that the Australian government is pushing 
new offshore drilling, a pipeline, Liquified Natural Gas 
(LNG) tanker port and massive processing plant to tap 
into distant gas reserves under the ocean in the Browse 
Basin. The $30 billion Browse LNG Joint Venture is 
bankrolled by Australia's Woodside Petroleum, BP, Shell, 
BHP Billiton and California-based Chevron. 

If approved, the Browse Basin gas hub, as it's called, 
would destroy endangered sea turtle and dugong 
habitat, cut through humpback whale calving areas 
and shorebird flyways, impose severe and irreversible 
impacts on a range of unique and threatened species 
and pristine natural ecosystems, and shred the social 
fabric and economic future of the Kimberley region — 
which currently thrives on low-impact tourism such 
as whale watching, outback tours and local pearls. 


Broome and the Kimberley are thousands of 
kilometers north of Perth, the biggest city in the state 
of Western Australia, which itself has been described 
as one of the most isolated cities in the world. It is this 
distance away from everything that has mostly spared 
this spectacular expanse of ocean and shorline from 
development and pollution. But now it is under siege 
by oil companies. 

A frontline resistance movement is now also underway, 
with men, women, elders, traditional owners, activists 
and artists blockading the access road to Walmadan 
and locking down on bulldozers rolling in to clear the 
land, shouting "Hands Off Country." Resisters stopped 
Woodside from clearing the bush near Walmadan for 
over a month this summer and actions continue. 

"The Kimberley is recognized as one of the last 
large, intact wilderness areas on the planet. Gas 
refineries on the coast would inevitably lead to the 
large scale industrialization of this region," said 
Environs Kimberley Director Martin Pritchard. 
"An extremely damaging 30 year 'forest war' is 
coming to an end in Tasmania. [ See EFU Journal, 
Beltane 2011] The Prime Minister and Environment 
Minister Tony Burke have seen firsthand how 
damaging this has been environmentally, socially 
and economically. What we are seeing here now 
is the beginning of the fight against large scale 
industrialization of the Kimberley." 

A final decision will be made soon by the federal 
Environment Minister Tony Burke, who was recently 
welcomed into protestors' camps on a token visit to 
meet with the community. But there are no buyers 
for the LNG yet and a final investment decision is 
still pending. The unpopular and divisive fossil fuel 
project can still be stopped. 

Traditional Owners Divided 

The Browse Basin project has divided the Kimberley 
Aboriginal community. In 2009, a delegation of 
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Aboriginal Traditional Owners met with proponents 
of the Browse Basin gas hub to make clear their 
opposition to the Kimberley project and outline the 
problems with what they see as ineffective and non- 
inclusive consultatiqn processes. 

Walmadan is part of the traditional lands of the 
Jabbir Jabbir and Goolarabooloo Aboriginal people 
and is subject to a joint native title claim by both 
groups. Many of these Traditional Owners signed a 
declaration opposing the project, declaring: "We do 
not consent to the development of a LNG precinct 
on our land. As native title claimants our views, 
opinions and desires regarding our land and culture 
have not been represented. We will not allow our 
land to be taken from us. We will fight for our land 
in court." 

However, in June 2010 Western Australian Premier 
Colin Barnett threatened compulsory acquisition of 
lands and land rights if an agreement was not reached, 
what the head of the Kimberley Land Council called 
"negotiating with a gun to your head." In September 
2010, Premier Barnett went ahead with his threat 
and commenced compulsory acquisition proceedings 
against the Traditional Owners for 20,571 hectares of 
land and sea — an area far largef than the government 
had said was required. In June 2011, Jabirr-Jabirr and 
Goolarabooloo people voted in favor of the gas hub 
under threat of compulsory acquisition of their homes 
and lands in exchange for a $1.5 billion package of 
promises over the 30-years operation of the plant for 
jobs, health care, education and other "benefits" that 
the government has the responsibility over but has 
failed to offer the community. 

Save the Kimberley co-chair and indigenous opponent 
of the project, Neil McKenzie, said the vote was split 


roughly 60-40, and he vowed to fight on against the 
project through the Supreme Court, declaring the 
decision an "embarrassment for all." 

The Thin Edge of the Wedge 

As they say Down Under, this project is just the 
"thin edge of the wedge." The unpopular and divisive 
project in the Kimberley is one of multiple oil and 
gas projects proposed for the Northwest of Australia, 
including three by Chevron, that are being fast- 
tracked by complicit politicians, particularly West 
Australia's Premier, a mini-me model of Dick Cheney. 
He is the one who chose Walmadan as the site for the 
Browse Basin gas plant without fully considering other 
options. He described the spot as "an unremarkable 
beach" and sees destroying the Kimberley as leaving 
a legacy. 

Premier Barnett is also behind Chevron’s massive 
Gorgon and Wheatstone projects to the south in the 
already exploited Pilbara region. Last year, Chevron 
broke ground on the controversial $43 billion Gorgon 
natural gas plant and pipeline on a nature reserve 
and sea turtle rookery at Barrow Island, recently 
scaling up plans by 50 percent without a revised 
environmental review and over the objections of 
leading conservationists and the state Environmental 
Protection Authority (EPA). Now Chevron is pushing 
to add another refinery to that project. 

"Already we have seen the failed resettlement 
of endangered species — which were eaten by feral 
animals once moved onshore from Barrow, the impact 
of vessels sinking and colliding with reefs, and the 
introduction of pest species," said Western Australia 
Green Party Representative Robin Chappie, slamming 
Chevron's plan to expand Gorgon. 


The Kimberley will soon 
be given National Heritage 
listing in Australia because of 
its unique characteristics and 
biodiversity, which has been 
compared to the Amazon for 
sheer numbers of species and 
for new species being discovered 
still. An endangered bilby, a 
rabbit-like nocturnal marsupial 
was recently filmed burrowing 
in the area of the proposed gas 
hub. This sighting invalidated 
$80 million worth of studies by 
Woodside claiming no resident 
bilby colonies were found at 
the project area. Other species, 
communities and values at risk 
if the Browse Basin natural gas 
refinery is approved include: 


• The nursery and calving 
grounds of the world's 
largest population of 
humpback whales 

• Up to five species of marine 
turtles including the endemic 
Australian flatback 

• Endangered dugong and the 
rare, endemic Snubfin dolphin 

• Seagrass beds, unique coral, 
sponge and filter-feeder 
communities 

• Threatened remnant rainforest 
(‘monsoon vine thicket') 

• Internationally significant 
records of dinosaur footprints 

• Aboriginal songlines of immense 
cultural value and the associated 
Lurajurri Heritage Trail 

• Massive freshwater use, 
potentially draining local 


aquifers 

• Dredging of millions of 
tons of seabed each year to 
establish and maintain a 
shipping channel for LNG 
tankers 

• Over seven million tons 
per year of greenhouse gas 
emissions 

• Continuous and unavoidable 
marine and atmospheric 
pollution of a pristine 
environment 

• The risk of major oil spills 
and other toxic accidents 
similar to the Gulf of Mexico 
BP catastrophe 

• Major social impacts on the 
communities of Broome and 
the Dampier Peninsula - 




(left to right) Turtle tracks at Walmadan; author Teri Shore; Kimberley beach photo by Damien Hirsch 


Sacrificing Sea Turtles for Oil Profits 

These natural gas projects are being sited along 
a marine highway for flatback sea turtles, which 
nest exclusively in Australia. An estimated 1,000 
Australian flatback sea turtles nest on Barrow Island 
every year with 95 percent of them laid within 4 km 
of Chevron's Gorgon project. Recent satellite tracking 
has determined that after nesting, these turtles head 
to marine waters near Walmadan in the Kimberley to 
feed. Thus, Chevron is not only destroying nesting 
beaches, but also ruining critical marine habitat — a 
recipe for extinction. 

Last summer. Chevron reported its first dead sea 
turtle at Gorgon. A juvenile hawksbill turtle was 
sucked into a dredger that was digging out the sea 
bottom for a shipping channel and port. 

Chevron's pledge of a token $1.5 million per year 
in turtle blood money to the Western Australian 
government to "offset" the decimation of the sea 
turtle nesting beach on Barrow Island has not yet 
materialized, nor has the required turtle conservation 
plan been drafted. 

Chevron's proposed Wheatstone refinery, nearby 
Gorgon, was given environmental approval to 
move forward despite huge negative harm to 
sea turtles as spelled out by the EPA of Western 
Australia, which stated: "insufficient weight has 
been given to the status of the species as protected 
species" and that "there is already, or could be in 
the medium term future, a high risk of extinction 
of the species." 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions to Soar 

Chevron's Wheatstone will be among the biggest 
carbon polluters in the world, increasing Australia's 
greenhouse gas emissions by 1.7 percent compared to 
2006-07 levels. 

If the Browse Basin LNG Project goes ahead, it will 
be the most intensive carbon polluting LNG project 
in the world, emitting 0.65 tons of carbon dioxide for 
every ton of LNG gas produced. As intensive carbon 
polluters, Wheatstone will surpass Gorgon by emitting 
10-15 million tons ' of carbon while processing 8.9 
million tons of LNG every year. Chevron is hell bent 
on slashing open the ocean bottom to siphon off gas 
reserves no matter what the cost to marine life, people 
or the planet. 

Together these projects could catapult Australia past 
Qatar as the world's biggest LNG supplier. 


Saving the Kimberley with Direct Action 

More than 40,000 people have contacted decision- 
makers in Australia, expressing opposition to the 
Kimberley Browse Basin Gas Hub. More than 11,000 
people sent submissions opposing the Browse LNG 
Precinct to the environmental authority conducting 
the impact assessment, a flawed document that was 
released at the end of 2010 and is now pending final 
approval. 

In December 2010, my organization Turtle Island 
Restoration Network circulated and delivered a 
"Kimberley statement of global support" signed by 25 
international conservation groups including Sierra Club, 
Friends of the Earth and Cetacean Society International, 
each representing millions of members, warning of 
"severe and irreversible" impacts on the environment if 
the project went ahead. I handed it over to Neil McKenzie 
of Save The Kimberley and the Broome community at 
an action that drew about 30 people. 

Since then, fifteen hundred people have marched 
through the streets of Broome in opposition to the 
refinery, a town of 15,000 residents. 

While peaceful demonstrations have occurred 
throughout Australia over the past two years, 
blockades got underway on the road to Walmadan 
mid- way through 2011 when Woodside Petroleum 
sent in a fleet of bulldozers and earthmovers to begin 
clearing land, without permits and ahead of project 
approval. Since June 2011 more than 30 people have 
been arrested at the blockade and Woodside's dirty 
work has been slowed. 

While I cannot be there right now to join my mates 
in protecting the Kimberley, my goal is to sound the 
alarm in the US and generate international support 
to expel Big Oil from their front door. If you plan 
a trip to Australia, please make a point to go to the 
Kimberley, see it and join the resistance. Otherwise, 
please write to Australian Federal Minister Tony Burke, 
join the network of international groups and contact 
me directly if you'd like to engage here in the US. 

My heart is breaking for the Kimberley, but it heals 
a little each time an activist stands up, the news is 
covered, Big Oil is set back, and a sea turtle clamors on 
the beach to lay its eggs. 

Teri Shore is program director at Turtle Island Restoration 
Network, SeaTuktles.org. This story was written with input 
from fill St. John of The Wilderness Society in Perth, Western 
Australia, WildernessSociety.org.au and Martin Pritchard of 
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A giant 
bilby 
blocks a 
bulldozer 
headed for 
Walmadan 


A GLIMPSE OF RECENT RESISTANCE 


Environs Kimberly, eNvrnoNSKimERLY.oRG. Footnotes available. 

JUNE 7: Broome community surveillance see Woodside's 
private security, Hostile Environment Services, hurtling 
down the highway, and follow to find a bulldozer on the 
back of a loader heading out to Walmadan. Word goes 
out and the bulldozer convoy is stopped 10km short of 
its destination by a lone protestor standing in the road. 

Moments later, someone locks himself onto the 
bulldozer. Following negotiations between Traditional 
Owners and police, the person unlocks at the request of 
the Traditional Owners. Police issue a move-on order. 
The convoy precedes a further 5km. 

Meanwhile, a car body has mysteriously appeared 
on a stretch of road too narrow for the convoy. Fifty 
protestors from all directions and walks of life — 
Traditional Owners, business people, musicians, 
artists, tourists, grey nomads, and filmmakers — have 
now turned up. One slips under the bulldozer and 
locks on again. Goolarabooloo woman Theresa Roe 
says to the gathered media throng: "We don't want the 
money, we want that country alive. I want to see it for my 
grandchildren. I gotta fight!... Turn that tincan around and 
take it back to town!" 

JUNE 8: After 27 hours, two people are taken to the 
Broome police station for processing. Back at the 
blockade, everyone gets their swags out for another 
night under the stars. 

JUNE 9 8 10: Police negotiators arrive. Negotiations 
continue for 7 hours. Police warn that move-on 
notices will be issued if any attempt is made to impede 
the unlawful work. The convoy is allowed to proceed 
to a side track 500 meters short of its destination. The 
road is still blocked with people. The dozer is parked 
south of Walmadan, where it remains surrounded by 
a crowd of Broome community members. 

JUNE 10: Woodside arrives at dozer to find it covered 
with banners and still surrounded by people refusing 
them access. Stand-off continues all day. Woodside goes 
home, while police warn of arrests. 

JIME H: About 100 people blocking entry. The protest 
is led by indigenous women, who invoke the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People 
on matters of free, prior and informed consent; cultural 
responsibility; and the rights of indigenous peoples to 
uphold their Law. Neither the police nor Woodside are 
prepared to move the women aside. The women declare: 
"you don't recognize our law; we don't recognize yours." 
Woodside turns around and heads home. 

JUNE 17: Musician John Butler and the gathered crowd 


of over 70 people sing the sun up and await the 
arrival of Woodside and the police. Goolarabooloo 
Law Boss Joseph Roe urges the crowd to "stand strong 
for country." The regional and local papers, and TV 
Channels arrive. The camp phone rings off the hook 
all morning with radio programs around the country. 
The story goes national. In a surprise move, West 
Australian Premier Colin Barnett defends the right to 
protest and says he has no plans to intervene: "What 
this is about is preliminary work on the site and look, 
people have got a right to protest, if they want to sit out 
on the road for a while they can do that." Later that day, 
the Premier announces a $63 million 'conservation' 
package for the Kimberley, but environment groups 
question $3 million earmarked for identifying 
potential new mines. 

JUNE 18-28: Woodside workers are met each day by the 
roadblock, and following negotiations, turn around. 
A community meeting and a letterwriting workshop 
are held at the blocakde to help people express their 
opposition to federal Environment Minister Burke. 

JULY 5: Woodside pressures the police riot squad to 
assist them in carrying out their 'lawful' duties, to dear 
pristine wilderness in endangered bilby habitat, along 
the Lurujarri Heritage trail and within culturally sacred 
burial ground sites, without consent from Traditional 
Owners, permits or approvals from the government. 
There are 25 arrests of old, young, indigenous and 
non-indigenous activists. Woodside breaks through 
the protest nearly running over a camera man. 

AUGUST 1: A man is arrested after locking himself to the 
axle of a vehicle near the blockade site, which stopped 
the clearing of land at the site for more than six hours 
while police worked to remove him. 

AUGUST 2: Thirty protesters greet Australian Federal 
Minister Tony Burke as he stepped onto the red cliffs of 
Walmadan — first trip to the Woodside gas site. Earlier, 
three more were arrested, including a former Broome 
Shire Councilor, at the blockade site. Later, bout 50 
protestors blocked the intersection at Manari and Cape 
Leveque Road and police issued move-on notices. 

AUGUST 26: 50 protesters blocked a convoy of 30 trucks 
under police escort from making its way to the site. 
A 57-year-old woman was arrested after she locked 
herself to a low-loader trailer. Protesters clashed with 
police. The convoy was also blocked from the site with 
two people locking themselves to heavy machinery 
and a concrete barrel... 
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^ COCHABAMBA, Bolivia — A poster of “Guernica” was bursting 
Jr from the wall and the umpteenth Latin American rendition of “My 
v Way” was booming from the record player. I was sharing a hand-carved 
table in a Cochabamba cantina with a cowboy from the Chapare, an anti- 
capitalist immigration officer, an anarchist surgeon, ana a barbacoa- 
restaurateur. All had been supporters of President Evo Morales’ 
Movimiento al Socialismo (MAS). 

The conversation was fiery and, as is normal here in the Andes, its 
topic was politics. 

Despite this particular crowd’s claim to the middle class, the 
agreement among them echoed a truth of Bolivian culture: a tendency 
to view things from the perspective of the collective, rather than solely 
from one’s perceived interests. 

And indeed, this conversation echoed other charlas I’d had with 
campcsinos, taxi-trufi drivers, and union members — and I need to 
be straight with you: things are not going well for the government 
of Bolivia’s first indigenous leader in 500 years. It was only a matter 
of filling in the details— and, in between gulps of Autentico beer and 
Cuban mixed drinks, said details were pouring forth at the cantina. 

Then the question was put to me. What did citizens of the United 
States think; I had to admit two answers: 1) if my daily dip into The 
New York Times provides any indication, people in the US are basically 
uninformed about goings-on in Bolivia; and 2) for US leftists, 
environmentalists, and climate-change activists, the aura of hope 
unleashed by the 2005 election of Evo Morales lingers like perfume 
from a Cochabamba jasmine bush. 
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I offer, then, a sweep of an overview of what's 
happening and what some cowboys and campesinos, 
taxi drivers, and rank-and-file, are thinking. 

Forked Tongue I: Madre Tierra 

Out of one tine of what has become the Morales 
administration's two-sided tongue come blood-stirring 
proclamations like the president's empassioned grito 
"jPlanetaoMuerte!" at the 2010 Cancun climate change 
talks. Brilliant. Then there is the stark refusal, that not 
even Cuba or Venezuela would match, to sign on to 
the watered-down agreement at said talks. 

And now comes the nation's new law proclaiming 
the rights of Madre Tierra — to some minds, a legal- 
philosophic leap forward that, a few decades ago, only 
bioregionalists, primitive-anarchists, and traditional 
Native peoples could imagine. 

But, sorry to say, the other spine of the eco-fork 
must be noted: 

• the launch of genetically-modified agriculture 
into a countryside presently free of GMOs; 

• two under-construction hydro-electric dams 
300 percent bigger than the US's Hoover Dam at 
a cost of $13 billion, slated to channel water to 
Brazil in exchange for monies to boost Bolivia's 
petro and plastic industries — this, in a country 
where many communities have no potable 
water and water-borne illnesses are rampant; 

• in a nation uncontaminated by nuclear 

radiation: uranium mining, with future plans 
for nuclear power plants — aided by Iran; 

• blankets of electromagnetic radiation in the 

form of WiMAX over urban landscapes — with 
the state telecommunications corporation 

bragging of 1350 radiobases in an area the size 
of Texas and California combined, with many 
more to come; 

• commodity-transporting highways bulldozing 
through protected nature reserves whose 
treasures, in the case of the Villa Tunari-San 
Ignacio de Moxos road, include 11 endangered 
species and three Native groups in 60 
communities living their traditional hunter- 
gatherer-fishing lifeways; 

• new oil excavations; 

• new gas excavations; 

• in partnership with Mitubishi, Sumitomo, South 
Korea, and Iran: massive lithium development — 
threatening leeching, leaks, emissions, and 
spills in the world-treasure salt flats; 

• Bolivia's own Made-in-China satellite; 

• with the help of India, the construction of 
humankind's largest iron mine; 

• 900 miles of pipeline slated to transport natural 
gas to Argentina; and 

• an explosion of airport and high-rise 
construction. 


In other words: full-tilt, high-tech, colossal-scale, 
high-capital modernization — on a Madre Tierra in 
which such expansion has already been shown to be 
The Problem. 

Forked Tongue II: Democracy 

Regarding governance, from one side of Bolivia's 
forked tongue is spoken the legal language of 
plurinationalismo. After centuries of dictatorships, 
neoliberal governments, and military juntas, the 2009 
Morales-initiated Constitution legitimizes a form of 
decentralized federalism: a reinstatement of decision- 
making to local communities, whether defined by 
place, indigenous heritage, or worker identity. 

But, from the other tine of the fork, we encounter 
unabashed state centralism — and the stringency of 
an If-You're-Not-With-Us-You're-Against-Us mentality 
to reinforce its dominion. A blazing example of 
such top-down musculature is the 2010 Christmas 
Time Gasolinazo: Decreto Supremo #748 in which Vice 
President Alvaro Garcia Linera abruptly announced 
that gasoline and diesel prices had been jacked up — by 
as much as 83%. ("Joy to the World" notwithstanding, 
the violent uprisings that followed rerouted the 
government's hurry to a slower pace of inflation.) 

But the truth remains: ever since the immediate 
threat from the right wing subsided following Morales' 
2009 re-election by 62 percent, a chronic refusal to 
listen to the very social movements the president 
promised to follow has posed a disturbing blow to 
adherents of participatory democracy. 

When indigenous groups protest the bulldozing of 
their lands for the construction of freeways; when state 
workers call for increases in salaries against the reality 
of galloping food prices, when media workers fight for 
freedom of the press against regulations threatening 
fines and license suspensions, state control of 20% 
of the media, and state ownership of all of it — the 
administration's reaction is knee-jerk. 

Whether by the vice president or the president 
himself, citizens questioning the government's dictates 
are received with neither concern for their suffering 
nor gratitude for their participation; they are bold- 
facedly dismissed as instruments of US imperialism, 
middle-class whiners, out of touch, and/or dupes of 
the right wing. 

The Who's famed rock 'n roll declaration, "Meet 
the New Boss, Same as the Old Boss," comes to mind, 
and the long-standing trade union congress Centro 
Obrera Boliviano (COB) is now seeking to unseat the 
vice president for just such a pronouncement aimed 
at workers. 

Meet the new problems, same as the old problems 

At the same time, Bolivia is rife with chronic 
problems that, according to some street-level opinion, 
the government has failed to address. 



Corruption within government is an age-old 
theme. During the Morales administration, the most 
spectacular example occurred in February 2011: the 
US-Chile-aided arrest of the national jefe of police, 
former head of the Fuerza Especial de Lucha Contra el 
Narcotrafico, and founder of the Centro de Inteligencia 
y Generacidn de Information, General Rene Sarabria 
Oropeza — caught in the act of opening up cocaine 
routes to Miami. His accomplices included a mayor, a 
military colonel, and a captain. 

Another revelation of corruption, more so perhaps 
for spiritual interest, was the June 2010 arrest of 
Valentin Mejillones, the amauta - priest who had led 
the purification ritual of Evo Morales' inauguration at 
Tiawanaku in 2006 — for hosting a cocaine purification 
factory in his El Alto home. 

According to Diego Rada Cuadros, 
a lawyer whose family was forced to 
flee the country during the 1980s 
dictatorships, in the nation-state 
boasting the severest poverty in 
South America and — save Haiti- 
all of Latin America, a position in 
government that may last but six 
years (or, most probably, less) is a 
one-shot chance to amass some 
longer-lasting plata. 

Too, while Bolivian coca has been 
sold for cocaine manufacture since 
Vietnam War days, the country 
is fast becoming a global fount of 
cocaine — and this development also 
feeds popular discontent. In the 
tropical Chapare, where the leaf used 
for cocaine is grown, every family 
has a tale of relinquishing food crops 
to grow the more valuable produce, 
giving up agriculture all together to 
work in a lab, or loaning out a youth 
to play lookout at a staggeringly 
high salary of $200 a month. 

Decepcidn and protest 

Curiously, in Spanish, the word for "disappointment" 
is decepcidn — a term that, to the English-speaking ear, 
does not merely name a feeling; it proposes a dynamic 
between inner and outer by citing the presence of an 
impacting source. 

In Bolivia popular decepcidn was measured in a Radio 
Fides poll in February 2011. The sample was conducted 
in the barrios of La Paz that are normally a MAS 
stronghold, and yet a whopping 84% of respondents 
reported loss of confidence in the government of Evo 
Morales, with 80% saying they'd go for a change. 

In other words, the red-blue-white chompa- 
sweaters emulating the one Morales wore on 
his 2005 foreign-policy tour — that every Tomas, 


Ricardo, and Hari was sporting in 2006 — are now 
totally and completely... out. 

Also reflecting growing disappointment is the fact 
that today's Bolivia exists in a near-constant state 
of disruption due to non-stop huelga-stnkes, paro- 
stoppages, bloqueo - road blocks, and manifestacion- 
demonstrations. Such extreme tactics were honed 
during the military dictatorships of the 1960-'90s to 
force demands by taking the economy hostage — but 
they fell off during the early, hope-for-the-best years 
of the Morales administration. 

As I pen this essay, the post office is closed down 
and a road block has halted overland travel between 
Cochabamba and Santa Cruz. Before that, in April, 
COB threw nationwide marches and paros seelung 
increases in state medical worker, 
teacher, and retired incomes to 
keep up with inflation. 

During a (read: peaceful) 
demonstration by doctors, nurses, 
and educators in La Paz, a university 
professor nearly lost his eye when 
a tear-gas canister shattered his 
glasses. After multiple surgeries — 
performed by an on-strike eye 
doctor in an act of solidarity — he is 
now waiting to find out if his sight 
will return. His comment about 
the event: "This is my personal 
tragedy, yes. But it's not isolated. It 
shows how really bad things are in 
Bolivia — for all of us." 

From December 2010 through 
March of 2010, during the worst 
global-warming-induced storma — 
when for months rain gushed as 
if being thrown from a bucket and 
floods washed over communities 
like raging rivers — the taxi, trufi, 
and bus choferes and transportistas 
shut down what was left of the 
water-logged economy with paws, 
bloqueos, and manifestaciones in all the major cities of 
the country. 

Earlier, in October 2010, when the government began 
to whittle away at guarantees for freedom of the press 
via La Ley Anti-Racismo y Toda Forma de Discriminacidn — 
ostensibly geared to fight racism and sexism, but also 
containing two articles initiating government control 
over content — the nation's periodistas hit the streets 
with coffins bearing microphones and reporter tablets, 
wrote protest placards with their own blood, hung like 
Christ figures from the balconies of buildings, collected 
thousands of signatures, and appealed to international 
press associations. 

And in July and August of 2010, the city of Potosi — 
normally a MAS bastion — presented Morales with 



demands to be included in the promised proceso de 
cambio- process of change, mounting hunger strikes, 
bloqueos, and mobilizations of up to 100,000 protestors. 

The clutches of ‘Guernica’ 

I understand that the information I am laying 
out may be difficult to take in — and please know 
that activists in Bolivia have asked me to tell their 
compaheros in the US what is happening here. 

In a world laden with fires, tornadoes, hurricanes, 
tsunamis, volcanoes, earthquakes, and technological 
disasters; unending wars over land, oil, and water; 
the unfolding of Peak Oil and, frankly, of what 
scholar Richard Heinberg calls Peak Everything; a 
refurbishing of nuclear technologies and fears of 
nuclear war; swathes of electromagnetic radiation 
from consumer and military installations; increasing 
corporate power; decreasing social liberties; out-of- 
hand control by drug cartels; cancer epidemics; mass 
addictions; and growing social chaos — in this world, 
hope is a precious thing. 

When my essay "The Techno-Fantasies of Evo 
Morales" came out in CounterPunch (December 24- 
26, 2010), the messenger was held guilty by a few — to 
me, revealing the distress at losing, or at least calling 
into question, the pure promise that Evo Morales' 
Bolivia had once offered. 

Such distress is not unknown to me. I left an 
established life in the US to be part of history in 
Bolivia, and when I arrived in April 2010, my heart 
clawed at my throat upon encountering the cynicism 
and despair that had replaced 2006's enthusiasm. 

But now, if I may muster an iota of the courageous 
perspective my friend, the injured professor, has 
managed: the predicament isn't isolated. It shows 
how bad things are — for all of us. 


Indeed, the politics of the socio-techno-psycho- 
economic aggregate known as empire have had their 
way. As the scholar Edward Said has noted, no one 
in this world has escaped the impacts of imperialist 
conquest. And yet, if we acknowledge that a better — 
and perhaps evolutionally built-in way of being 
human — is possible, we might also grasp that the 
conflicts, contradictions, and conundrum created 
through centuries of ripping people from roots in 
land and community, whether by force or seduction, 
have us by toe, throat, and tail. 

Yes, ours is a world writhing in the clutches of 
"Guernica," in which too many are dancing to the 
individualism of "My Way." In such a world, how does 
the beautiful, spirited human being blossom out of the 
militaristic politics, oversize scale, sterile alienation, 
and brash egoism that have, in one way or another, 
infected every one of us and every institution in our 
midst — including in a mountain land called Bolivia? 

I don't ask my question seeking The Answer — 
for, after a lifetime of participation in the political, 
cultural, and psychological movements of our times, 
I am aware of the multitude of intelligent projects 
afoot. I ask my question rather that — if only for a 
moment — we may bring awareness and compassion 
to the sad reality of our world. 

Chellis Glendinning is the author of five books, including 
the award-winning Off the Map: An Expedition Deep 
into Empire as well as the Global Economy and Chiva: 
A Village Takes on the Global Heroin Trade and My 
Name is Chellis and I'm in Recovery from Western 
Civilization. She is Writer-in-Residence at Asociacion 
Jakana in Cochabamba. This article was also published 
in the June 1-12, 2011 issue of CounterPunch. 
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You a choice ~ 

ex job fhat vs) ill fefd your 
kids for 3 years, build<>>3 
something +V>a+ will 
kill them later... 


To Find more eco-revolutionary 
comic strips and comic books 
by Stephanie McMillan visit 
stephaniemcmillan.org 
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We’re calling for four 


days of action... 

here in occupied Onk Akimel 
O’odham lands, from November 
29 to December 3, 2011, with an 
emphasis for action on Novem- 
ber 30th (N30!). 

We encourage a creative diver- 
sity of tactics on N30, the 12th 
anniversary of the Seattle up- 
rising against the WTO. No mat- 
ter the acronym, ALEC is no dif- 
ferent than all the other gangs 
of businessmen, politicians, and 
bureaucrats that we’ve been re- 
sisting for over 500 years. 


CALL TO ACTION FROM PROJECT BALDWIN & 
ADDITIONS BY EF! JOURNAL 


They meet in secret. They write our laws. And 
they want us silent. 

The American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) is 
a massive body that brings corporations and legislators 
together to draft "model" legislation. ALEC is a conser- 
vative think-tank run by right-wing politicians and cor- 
porate members from within big oil and gas, banking, 
pharmaceutical, private prison and deportation indus- 
tries, amongst others. 

For example, racist AZ Senator Russell Pearce and Cor- 
rections Corporation of America (CCA), the nation's 
largest private prison firm, have been members for 
years. With British Petroleum and the Koch brothers as 
some of their funders, ALEC finalized the model legis- 
lation which became, almost word for word, Arizona's ALEC thinks they're meeting in Scottsdale, AZ 
SB1070. It's the latest in the historical pattern of colo- this November... 

nization, slave codes, convict leasing, and the drug war, We're a group of people in occupied Indigenous lands, 
that creates crimes and therefore criminals, for profit. now called Arizona, who demand the end of SB1070 and 

287g, the criminalization — and then the incarcera- 
jOS tion — of migrants, and the militarization of the bor- 

der. We oppose private prisons, detention centers, 
' > and security companies, not simply because they 

< ** -J | l J are private, but because we are sickened by profiteer- 

-J I J 'jig apfewji ing on human misery. ALEC desires "free markets" 

Irf* z a — jr® ft and "limited government," which means they use 

(j ... V ^ the state to support profit-making, the continuance 

§ || °f colonization, and neo-liberal policies (NAFTA, 

5 lV & CAN AMEX, etc.) that draw lines, make laws, build 

js te-feJ j ' freeways and prisons to exploit labor and the earth. 

^ Whether maintained by the state or corporations, 

V' i : - we're against all systems of control. We are for free- 

dom of movement for all people and life. 

” In solidarity with everyone locked up and locked 

down in AZ, and all O'odham, Yaqui, Lipan Apache 
ALEC has pushed for Three Strikes and Mandatory separated by the border, anyone dispossessed by the 
Minimum sentencing, as well as the Animal Enterprise wealthy and powerful and all those fighting the earth- 
Tenorism Act (AETA, originally titled the Animal and brutalizing capitalist machine. . . 

Environmental Tenorism Act). In the Midwest, the at- 
tack on public servants had the same source. In Indiana, 

ALEC provided the text for a state resolution calling for 
an end to much federal environmental regulation. In 
Wisconsin its members were pushing for union-busting 
laws and in Ohio ALEC is promoting voter ID laws that 
will disproportionately disenfranchise students. 

In 2009 alone, ALEC was behind over 800 laws written 
for state governments. More than 200 of ALEC's model 


bills became actual laws throughout the country over 
the past year — Laws which are designed to create profit 
for corporations and politicians from the systematic de- 
struction of the environment, the criminalization, in- 
carceration and deportation of people, the separation of 
families and the division of indigenous communities. 


For more information visit azresistsalec.wordpress. 
com and contact projectbaldwin@riseup.net, 

For additional research on ALEC visit: 

ALECEXPOSED.ORG, SOURCEWATCH.ORG, ALECWATCH.ORG/ 
REPORT.HTML 



BY AGUAMALA 

For a majority of my life, I hated humyns. My first 
memory of becoming aware of this was on a highway 
in Los Teques, Venezuela, when I crossed eyes with a 
cow being transported, probably to a factory-farm. As 
we glimpsed into each-others eyes I felt the injustice of 
human supremacy and an over-whelming sense of pain. 

I was sixteen years old then and as I look back on child- 
hood memories I can recall hundreds of times, since I 
was very little, when I cried over street-dogs, skinny cats, 
over friends who owned monkeys and kept them in cag- 
es or tied up, over cousins who thought it was funny to 
throw birds' eggs down from trees to reveal their dead 
unborn or laughing about stabbing crabs on the rocks at 
the beach. Animals have always been my deepest passion 
and animal suffering has been a handicapping source 
of agony for me since I can remember. Just a few years 
back I was rocking slogans such as, "Love the planet? 
Kill Yourself." Now I find myself constantly arguing with 
my previous comrades in anger and sorrow about issues 
of over-population, immigration and the environment. 
My change in attitude started with an anti-racist reading 
group which we took on as a community, then became 
more solid as I began to organize with immigrant rights 
coalitions resisting the historical and on-going violence 
against migrants, traditional communities and people 
of color. It became complete as I read into environmen- 
tal racism and the sentiment grows stronger the more I 
learn about free trade and what global capitalism is doing 
to our planet, indigenous and land-based communities 
and our perishing comrades from the wild animal king- 
dom. The argument which I offer to my buddies in the 
misanthropic sphere remains the same... For the most 
part, that I have yet to see a dialogue on over-population 
which is sensitive to and responsible in how it accounts 
for issues of class, white-supremacy and colonization. 

I cannot think of a more transparent example of the 
over-lapping nature shared by these injustices than is 
presented by the border. For this reason, we are high- 
lighting the following excerpts from Designed to Kill: Bor- 


der Policy and How to Change It. This review is for all those 
folks who are making the connections between envi- 
ronmental and social justice, anyone organizing with 
the understanding that biocentrism includes such, that 
these can never be separate as the forces that destroy, ex- 
ploit and oppress are the same and that addressing them 
in isolation is not only short-sighted but ineffective... 
for anyone who cares about freedom of movement and 
life on earth. If your soul aches from these realizations 
and your body yearns to make these connections, you 
should place Designed to Kill high in your reading list. 

From the frontlines of environmental fragmentation, 
violation of indigenous sovereignty and the current 
human rights crisis around immigration, springs up a 
document that shines a light into the shady dynamics of 
border policy. This review is for EF! foumal readers who 
were left thirsty for more knowledge on the work of No 
More Deaths after reading " Borders & Bodies” (See EF! ] 
30th Anniversary Edition, Vol II, pg. 56). 

While the Everglades Earth First! folks were in Arizona 
getting trained on how to run and inherit the legacy that 
is the foumal, a couple of its new editors, myself includ- 
ed, had the opportunity to work with No Mas Muertes 
[No More Deaths], an organization doing humanitarian 
aid work along the militarized border in the desert south 
of Tucson. No More Deaths volunteers face the heavy 
responsibility of saving lives along the ugly, deep scar 
which is the border. This insidious wound burdens and 
restrains our precious earth, its land-based and native 
communities and wildlife migration and until it is done 
away with there will be no environmental justice. De- 
signed to Kill is one of the most important documents to 
raise awareness on the dynamics surrounding the border 
and immigration policy. It provides an analysis explor- 
ing how the actual effects and objectives of US border 
control policy differ from its purported purpose. 

The following are excerpts and highlights from this 
document in hopes to give you a taste and encourage 
you to read the full article at crimethinc.com or contact 
the Earth First! journal if you are interested in ordering 
a zine version. 
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Political borders are ecologically devastating. I encour- 
age folks to submit articles on how borders are affecting 
the environment, and land-based and indigenous com- 
munities near arbitrarily designated politico-economic 
borders all around the world. 

DESIGNED TO KILL: 


BORDER POLICY AND HOW TO CHANGE IT 



For everyone who didn't make it, and for 
everyone who did 


For a number of years now I've worked in the desert 
on the Mexican-American border with a group that pro- 
vides humanitarian aid to migrants who are attempting 
to enter the United States — a journey that claims hun- 
dreds of lives every year. We walk the trails, find places 
to leave food and water along them, look for people in 
distress, and provide medical care when we run into 
someone who needs it. 

... During this time I've been a part of many extraordi- 
nary situations and I've heard about many more. Some 
of the things I've seen have been truly heartwarming, 
and some of them have been deeply sad and wrong. 
I've seen people who were too weak to stand, too sick to 
hold down water, hurt too badly to continue, too scared 
to sleep, too sad for words, hopelessly lost, desperately 
hungry, literally dying of thirst, never going to be able 
to see their children again, vomiting blood, penniless 


in tom shoes two thousand miles from home, suffer- 
ing from heat stroke, kidney damage, terrible blisters, 
wounds, hypothermia, post-traumatic stress, and just 
about every other tribulation you could possibly think 
of. I've been to places where people were robbed and 
raped and murdered; my friends have found bodies. In 
addition to bearing witness to the suffering of others, 
I myself have fallen off of cliffs, torn my face open on 
barbed wire, run out of water, had guns pointed at me, 
been charged by bulls and circled by vultures, jumped 
over rattlesnakes, pulled pieces of cactus out of many 
different parts of my body with pliers, had to tear off 
my pants because they were full of fire ants, gotten gray 
hairs, and in general poured no small amount of my 
own sweat ? blood, and tears into the thirsty desert. 

... The border is a sick farce with a deadly conclusion. 
The goal is to make entering the country without pa- 
pers extremely dangerous, traumatizing, and expensive, 
but possible. The point isn't to deter people from com- 
ing — far from it. It is to ensure that when they do come, 
the threat of deportation will mean something very se- 
rious. It means spending a ton of money. It means risk- 
ing your life to return. ft means that you may never see 
your family again. This is supposed to provide American 
employers with a vast and disposable pool of labor that 
is kept vulnerable and therefore easy to exploit — and 
this in turn drives down wages for workers with Ameri- 
can citizenship, which is why the old saw about the "il- 
legals coming to our country and taking our jobs" is so 
convincing. Like many good lies, it's powerful because 
it omits the most important part of the truth. 

... Here's one last clue: much of the legislation that 
becomes government policy is written by the corpora- 
tions that stand to profit from it. Arizona's State Bill 
1070, which among other things would require police 
to lock up anyone they stop who cannot show proof of 
having entered the country legally, was drafted in De- 
cember 2009 at the Grand Hyatt hotel in Washington 
D.C. by officials of the billion-dollar Corrections Cor- 
poration of America (CCA), the largest private prison 
company in the country. This took place at a meeting 
of the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), 
a membership organization of state legislators and pow- 
erful corporations [See What is ALEC? on page 36]. The 
law, which was partially overturned but may still go into 
effect, could send hundreds of thousands of immigrants 
to prison, which would mean hundreds of millions of 
dollars in profits for the companies such as CCA that 
would be responsible for housing them. 

... Now... to January 1, 1994, the day that the North 
American Free Trade Agreement went into effect, and 
thousands of indigenous people in southeastern Mexico 
famously rose up in arms in response. Calling them- 
selves Zapatistas after the Mexican revolutionary, these 
people predicted that this agreement would mark a final 
deathblow to their way of life if they failed to resist. Their 
analysis of the situation quickly proved exceediningly 
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cogent, their ensuing project of indigenous autonomy 
has yet to be defeated, and their actions sparked an 
entire generation of resistance to global capitalism: a 
whole different story that is thankfully not over yet. 

In addition to its ruinous effects on American indus- 
trial communities, NAFTA's aftermath in Mexican agri- 
cultural communities was truly catastrophic. As part of 
its preparation for the agreement, the Mexican govern- 
ment amended Article 27 of its own constitution to al- 
low for the privatization of communally-held campesi- 
no and indigenous land. NAFTA then permitted heav- 
ily-subsidized American agribusiness giants like Cargill 
and Archer Daniels Midland to flood the Mexican mar- 
ket with cheap imports of com and other agricultural 
products, undercutting nearly all small-scale Mexican 
farmers. Exactly as the Zapatistas predicted, this drove 
millions of mral Mexicans, many of whom were already 
living in desperate poverty, off the land and straight 
into the abyss. This in turn set off a massive wave of 
migration as millions and millions of people left their 
homes to find work in Mexican cities, in sweatshops 
primarily owned by American corporations in northern 
Mexico, and in the United States. 

Within the year, the Clinton administration launched 
Operation Gatekeeper, a program that massively in- 
creased funding for Border Patrol operations in the San 
Diego sector of the border in California. The federal 
government greatly stepped up enforcement in this 
sector and built a fourteen-mile wall between San Di- 
ego and Tijuana. Operation Gatekeeper roughly marks 
the beginning of a two-decade-running process of ev- 
er-increasing border militarization that has continued 
steadily throughout the Clinton, Bush, and Obama 
administrations. This has meant that every year there 
are more Border Patrol agents, National Guardsmen, 
helicopters, fences, towers, checkpoints, sensors, guns, 
and dogs along the border. Understanding the nature of 
this militarization will go a long way towards clarifying 
what's actually happening and why. 

... This complex and slightly perverse strategy has 
numerous compelling advantages. It allows politicians 


to look tough for the cameras while still providing the 
American economy with the farm-workers and meat- 
packers it depends on. It provides ample opportunities 
to swing huge government contracts to giant corpora- 
tions: for example, to Wackenhut to transport migrants, 
to Corrections Corporation of America to detain them, 
to Boeing to build surveillance infrastructure. It justifies 
the hefty salaries of the 20,000 people who work for 
the Border Patrol. And it has other beneficiaries, who I 
will get to momentarily. On the whole, border milita- 
rization is best seen as a massive government pork and 
corporate welfare project that is possibly only surpassed 
in the last twenty years by the war in Iraq. 

... As a result of border militarization, prices have ris- 
en now to the point that it costs around five thousand 
dollars for a Guatemalan to be brought into the United 
States through the networks, and about six thousand 
for Salvadorans. Fees for Mexicans vary widely, but they 
are far from cheap. You won't be surprised to hear that 
many people who wish to migrate do not actually have 
six thousand dollars lying around. The cartels have de- 
veloped a variety of inventive solutions to this problem, 
often involving kidnapping and indentured servitude. 
I've met people who spent years working in the United 
States simply to pay off their initial fee, some while held 
in conditions of outright bonded labor. I've met others 
who made it through the desert and were immediately 
held for ransom by the same groups that brought them 
in. The ones who were able to raise a few thousand dol- 
lars more were allowed to go. The ones who weren't 
able to were beaten for days and then driven back out 
to be left in the desert, where within minutes they were 
picked up for deportation by Border Patrol agents who 
clearly had some sort of working arrangement with the 
kidnappers. I'm not kidding. It's scandalous. 

... In general, however, the arrangement on both sides 
of the border is not so crude that there always or even 
usually has to be direct personnel overlap between, say, 
the Corrections Corporation of America, the Border 
Patrol, the Gulf Cartel, and the Mexican Army. What's 
most important is that all of these organizations have 




interlocking interests, benefit from each other's activi- 
ties, and generally act in a way that keeps the others 
in business. This unholy trinity of government, cor- 
porations, and organized crime — three ways of saying 
the same thing — is a formidable opponent to anyone 
who hopes to see the death in the desert end any time 
soon. 

... The border doesn't end at the border, and the hard- 
ships that undocumented people face don't stop there 
either. The border cuts through every city and state; it 
cuts through many of our own bodies. The line in the 
sand is neither the first twist nor the last of the meat 
grinder that global capitalism has prepared for people 
without papers. After making it across the border un- 
documented people enter a world in which they can- 
not legally earn money; 
they have compelling 
reasons not to call the 
ambulance, go to the 
hospital, get health or 
auto insurance, drive a 
vehicle, open a bank ac- 
count, use a credit card, 
apply for a mortgage, 
sign a lease, or rely on 
any number of other 
options that people 
with citizenship can fall 
back on. If for any rea- 
son you have made it a 
practice to live a portion 
of your life off the books, you might be able to appreci- 
ate how hard it is to do this full-time in this society. 

... In any case, the wheels are coming off the bus. We 
live on the same small planet as everybody else. The 
way of life we inherited has proven disastrous for the 
biosphere and for the long-term prospects of human 
survival within it. As others have pointed out before 
me, my generation is perhaps the first group of white 
Americans that not only have an ethical mandate to 
turn away from this path but also an urgent self-interest 
in doing so. Left unchecked the current arrangement is 
guaranteed to cannibalize what is left of our land base 
within our lifetimes and leave our children with noth- 
ing but the bones. 

Admittedly, this is complicated. Groups of humans 
have subjugated other groups of humans and destroyed 
their own land bases since long before the social con- 
struct of whiteness ever existed, and it is clearly not only 
people of European ancestry who are capable of doing 
either of these things. White supremacy is not the only 
lynchpin holding this all together, but it is a significant 
one. At this point in time, I don't think we can hope to 
stop the devastation of our planet without contesting 
the structures of white supremacy — or vice versa. 

So the answer is not for white Americans to continue 
to defend the indefensible at the price of our souls, or 


to crawl into a hole and die. It is for those of us who 
fit that description to think carefully about where our 
allegiance really lies, and to find ways to act on it in 
materially meaningful ways. Believe it or not, there are 
examples throughout history of people who did just 
this — members of oppressor and colonizer groups who 
decided to throw in their lot with the colonized and 
oppressed. You can point to white people involved in 
the Underground Railroad during slavery, gentiles who 
sheltered Jews during the Holocaust, white Americans 
who took part in the civil rights movement, white South 
Africans who resisted Apartheid, Americans involved in 
the Sanctuary movement during the wars in Central 
America in the 1980s, and Israelis resisting the occupa- 
tion of Palestine today, among others. It's a good story 

to be part of. Those of 
us who are positioned 
to do so should embrace 
it and be proud of it. 

... Working on the 
border has shown me 
time and again that 
you can't really extri- 
cate one part of the 
equation from all the 
other parts. Once you 
start untangling one 
thread you start to see 
how it's tied into the 
rest of the noose. The 
killings in Juarez will 
not end without structural change throughout Mexico, 
which will not happen without structural change in 
Colombia and the other cocaine-producing countries, 
which will not happen without structural change in 
the United States, and so on. You can reverse the or- 
der of these statements or add others and they will still 
be true. Fighting internal deportations and fighting 
border militarization are not two different things. This 
ultimately has global implications, but it is especially 
tme in the case of Mexico, the United States, and their 
devil-child The Border. Nothing will get better on the 
border without things changing in both countries, and 
the problems in one country will not be solved without 
addressing the problems in the other. 

... New volunteers sometimes ask me what I think a 
just border policy would look like. I tell them that there 
is no such thing; it is a contradiction in terms. I am not 
interested in helping the authorities figure out how to 
fix the mess they've created. Ultimately the only hope 
for a solution to the border crisis lies in bringing about 
worldwide systemic change that ensures freedom of 
movement for all people, rejects the practice of state 
control over territory, honors indigenous autonomy 
and sovereignty, addresses the legacies of slavery and 
colonization, equalizes access to resources between the 
global north and the global south, and fundamentally 



Shrine made up of personal items left behind on migrant trails, NMD camp 
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changes human beings' relationship to the planet 
and all of the other forms of life that inhabit it. That's a 
tall order! Where to start? 

... With that caveat, dear reader, please allow me to 
address you directly. The death in the desert is not the 
only messed up thing in the world. But it is pretty bad, 
and it is very close to my heart. I would really like to see 
it end. I encourage you to find a way to get involved. I 
can't tell you exactly how to do this. Coming to work in 
the desert is one way. There are many others. There are 
communities of undocumented people in nearly every 
part of the country. What is the situation in your area, 
and what might you have to offer? There are corpora- 
tions that benefit from this whole catastrophe in nearly 
every part of the country, as well. What might you be 
able to do? 

... The desert is full of places that are sacred to me. 
There is the last place I saw Esteban, the place I found 
Alberto, the places where Claudia and Jose and Susana 
and Roberto died, Jamie's rock, Yolanda's hill and Al- 
fredo's tree. It is overwhelming for me to think that as 
many of the stories as I know — as many as anyone will 
ever know— -it is just a drop in the bucket of all that has 
happened there. The objects that people leave behind 
are a constant reminder of this to me, a physical mani- 
festation of all of the best and worst that human beings 


have to offer. I am not a particularly spiritual person, 
but the weight of these remnants is immense and often 
oppressive. I love the desert. It breaks my heart that it 
has played host to such terrible suffering. It gives me 
some solace to know that someday — even if it is only 
because there are no more human beings left on the 
planet — there will be no more United States, no more 
Mexico, no more helicopters, no more walls, no Border 
Patrol and no border. The plastic will break down, the 
memory of these things will fade, and the land will fi- 
nally have a chance to heal under the blue sky and the 
merciless sun. 

“Las paredas vueltas de lado son puentes.” 
Walls turned sideways are bridges. 

Graffiti on the south side of the Border Wall, 
Nogales, Sonora 

About the author of Designed to Kill: Border Policy & 
How to Change It. Skunk Pig is a medium sized mammal 
whose preferred food consists of roots, grass, 
seeds, fruit, and cacti. 

For more related information visit: nomoredeaths.org, 
kaosenlared.net, elenemigocomun.net, narconews.com, up- 
sidedownworld.org, oodhamsolidarity.blogspot.com, chap- 
arralrespectsnoborders.blogspot.com, firesneverextinguished. 
blogspot.com, solidarity-project.org, blackmesais.org 
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Wild Horse Round Ups, Prison Labor and the 
Border 

In a new trend that connects the taming of the wild, 
the prison complex and the militarization of the bor- 
derlands between the US and Mexico, wild mustangs 
brutally rounded up throughout the Southwest are 
being sold to prisons in Nevada and Colorado. Once 
there, prison inmates are put to work taming the mus- 
tangs that will in turn become tools of Border Patrol to 
track down and arrest migrants crossing the border. 

According to Rafael V. Garza, horse patrol commander 
in Laredo, Texas, tamed mustang-mounted Border Pa- 
trol agents arrested over 500 migrants in the first year of 
the program. "Its the intimidation factor," Garza said. 
A perfect system of racist and speciesist domination. 

And in other Wild Horse News 

Advocates can't stop the controversial round-up of 
more than 2,000 wild horses and 200 wild burros along 
the Califomia-Nevada border. The federal appeals court 
in San Francisco rejected a year-old motion for a re- 
straining order and injunction to halt the round-up in 
the Twin Peaks Herd Management Area as moot. 

The nonprofits In Defense of Animals and Dream- 
catcher Wild Horse and Burro Sanctuary have been bat- 
tling the Bureau of Land Management since 2009 to 
halt the round-up, which they claim violates the Wild 


Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act and the National 
Environmental Policy Act. The agency has maintained 
that the round-up is necessary to keep the herds sus- 
tainable. A lower court denied the groups' motion in 
August 2010. A motions panel of the 9th Circuit re- 
jected an emergency move for injunctive relief a few 
days later and the round-up went forward, according 
to the ruling. "The horses are currently offsite and the 
remainder of the plan is apparently going forward," 
the panel found, promising that "any further appeals 
in the underlying action shall be expedited and calen- 
dared before this panel." 

Writing in dissent, Judge Johnnie Rawlinson argued 
that the issue was not moot because the court can still 
offer relief by ordering that the horses be returned to 
the range. "It is undisputed that the BLM rounded up 
all the horses on the range and then decided which 
horses should be released back into the Twin Peaks area 
and which should be transported to holding areas," 
he wrote. "This would be a different case if the horses 
who were rounded up had all been dispersed. But that 
is not what happened. The horses that were rounded 
up are currently being kept in various holding areas 
throughout the southwestern United States. As easily 
as the horses were transported out of their natural habi- 
tat, they can be returned... Relief is available and the 
request for injunctive relief is not moot." 


T? 


The Battle of Millicoma 



Elaborate roadblockades give the timber industry and their government lackeys a pain in the ass once again in the Elliot State Forest. 


By Thrush 

To tell of what happened after this summer's 
Cascadia Forest Defenders action camp in the Elliott 
State Forest, there should be a bit of background 
for those who haven't heard the story of the post- 
Rendezvous action in 2009. 

Before the Rondy in '09, few people had even heard 
of the Elliott State Forest, even though it is home to 
the most atrocious logging practices on public lands 
in Oregon. The timber sale that was chosen had only 
one road in, and that was blocked by a gate. On the 
last night of the Rondy, a group of EFers! worked to 
erect a blockade of epic proportions. There was an 
enormous bi-pod, and a sky-pod anchored to the 
gate, as well as barrel lock downs and a flipped-over 
van. The blockade lasted three days and resulted in 
27 people being arrested. [For a full description see 
"Cascadia Free State Held For Three Days" in Mabon '09 
and "Free State Analysis " in the 30th Anniversary Part I 
of the EF! Journal.] 

Two years and a lot of tactical conversations later, 
Cascadia Forest Defenders (CFD) decided to throw 
an action camp in the Elliott and make that our new 
primary campaign. Auspiciously, there was a State 


Land Board meeting the first day of camp, where the 
Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) was going to tell 
the Board why it is such a great idea to nearly double 
the amount of clear cutting happening in the Elliott, 
from 500 acres to an annual increase of up to 1000 
acres per year. So we showed up with some friends and 
a couple of banners and stated exactly why the idea 
was full of crap, shooting holes in their arguments in 
both personal experience and scientific jargon. The 
rest of the camp took a focus on backwoods direct 
action, keeping oneself safe in the forest, backwoods 
stealth, climbing, and of course, swimming. Our goal 
was to come out of this camp with an action that 
would kick off a continual campaign to end all clear 
cutting on the Elliott and public lands in Oregon. 

The plan that came out was admittedly a little 
ambitious. There was one road that accessed four 
timber sales we were looking at, with one in particular 
that we were not willing to give ground on. So the last 
night of camp, three affinity groups went out to set up 
separate blockades that locked down over four miles 
of road on all the separate sales. 

On the north end, a platform was anchored to 
traverses that criss-crossed the road, making it 
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impossible to drive that end of the road without 
dunking the platform. In front of that were four large 
slash piles. At about 10:30 a.m. a bulldozer came 
tearing up the road without warning and plowed 
through the slash piles. Despite attempts by direct 
support people to stop the bulldozer, it tore through 
the pod's support lines and dunked the platform. 
With luck no one was seriously injured. One bit of 
satisfaction was that/ somehow in the process, the 
bulldozer's windows mysteriously got broken. 

The south blockade, named Ladies’ Night, was an 
all women-and-trans planned, executed, and occupied 
blockade. It started with the most epic slash pile ever 
seen, constructed at the end of a narrow bridge. Then, 
shortly up the road was a platform approximately 100 
feet in the air that was anchored through a culvert in 
the road, blocking the road from any entrance. Since 
neither blockade would work without the other, and 
with less people each day, we decided to pull Ladies' 


weren't in trees headed out to scheme the next steps. 

First, they didn't allow any media or legal observers 
past the trench. Then, they partially filled the ditch 
in, and bulldozed the slash piles. Next they brought in 
the biggest cherry picker they could get, which almost 
wasn't enough. To re-anchor the lines they went above 
the piping, then the cherry picker went up to the sit. 
They limbed every branch below the platform. With 
access to the platform they got the sitter down, then 
attempted the same with the blockade. The sitters 
there climbed higher than the cherry picker could 
reach and demanded to talk to media. The cops finally 
agreed and the sitters got their story out directly into 
the news. However, with the picker at their platform 
and all of their supplies stolen, the blockade was gone. 
The last sitters were evicted. 

That happened on a Thursday, the following Monday 
a bike brigade rode straight to the ODF office outside 
of Eugene with a list of demands. The cyclists brought 


Night on the second night and consolidate 
both gear and people. 

Hill Top was where we were digging in. This 
was the third blockade. It blocked the only 
landing spot for the Elk Horn Ranch Timber 
sale — a planned clear-cut of huge native 
forest on steep slopes, leading directly into a 
critical fish-bearing river. Before the blockade 
was a large trench in the road and three 
slash piles. The blockade itself was a dunk 
platform 105 feet high anchored through 30 
feet of steel piping to unoccupied "sleeping 
dragons" (concrete-filled tubes) anchoring 
the support rope into the road. 

ODF came by the first two days and 
photographed the blockade. On the second 
day, a group of state troopers with video 
cameras escorted the head ODF forester to 
Hill Top. They told us we had until noon the 
next day to leave, then handed over a cease- 
and-desist order and a map with one area in 
the Elliott circled that we could be in. 

Not only did we have a deadline, but they 
knew exactly what we had. So in an attempt 
to throw them off, we shot lines with what 
little daylight we had left. We decided to rig 
a static platform to give the blockade some 
aerial support, and with the hope of setting 
up something that might be more long term. 
Then while the rigging was happening, 
mountain beavers went to work digging at 
the trench. The little beavers managed to dig 
up a section of culvert in the road creating a 
trench that was approximately four feet by 
four feet and spanned the width of the road. 

We had learned some lessons from two 
years ago. More arrests doesn't mean your 
blockade stays up longer. So all of us who 



Why we're fighting for the Elliot"; Photo by Trip Jennings 




TWAC 

2011 Report Back 

by Lewddite Uprising 


This year's third annual Trans and Womyn's 
Action Camp (TWAC) culminated in an occupation 
of the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) office 
in Molalla — basically, it got taken the fuck over! 
In solidarity with the resistance in the Elliott State 
Forest, TWAC brought the fury and glitter in a 
way that the environmental movement has not 
yet adopted. Picture a business-as-usual day at the 
ODF, a quaint little office in small-town Oregon, 
about to get bombarded with the most queer-as- 
fuck, sex-positive action ever! 

Lady and trans folk, with support from our allies, 
occupied the office in pink fishnets, underwear, 
and so much sass and glitter. Three folks locked 
down while the queerest takeover swallowed the 
hallways and main front desk. When the bomb 
squad, Homeland Security, and 75 percent of 
Clackamas County's law enforcement threatened 
arrest, all but three of the occupiers left and moved 
the party to the front. People draped themselves 
around poles in front of the office, sissy-bounced, 
and temporarily stopped a logging truck, causing a 
road closure. Chants included "Beavers and Divas 
are our natural allies" and "We're a bunch of queer 
fucks, we don't want your dear cuts." Three arrests 
followed suit (the arrestees are now dubbed the 
Rebel Bitchez) and the office remained shut down 
for the rest of the day. 

Basically, TWAC threw down hard in solidarity 
with friends holding it down in the Elliott. Bottom 
line, industrial violence will be met with glittery 
rage — you fuck with the forests, you fuck with our 
friends, you fuck with TWAC. 

See you queers in the woods next year! 

For more info: twac.wordpress.com 


the party, and held it strong 
outside their offices, reminding 
them that when we said we 
were back, we meant to stay. 

That same day was also the 
end of the Trans and Womyn's 
Action Camp (TWAC), a week 
long camp created to hold space 
for marginalized identities 
within the environmental, 
animal, and social justice 
movements. TWAC threw down 
with glitter, sparkles, and a vengeance, in what has 
been called "the sassiest thing to ever hit Molalla, 
Oregon!" Three individuals locked down inside the 
ODF offices outside of Portland and a dance party 
held strong outside the offices. They held the office 
from 10 a.m. until closing. 

Since the protests in 2009, we've seen a shift in 
public reaction. While there was little-to-no support 
immediately following that blocakde, the momentum 
eventually resulted in a Eugene-based environmental 
nonprofit taking on the Elliott as one of their main 
campaigns. This year, the show of public support was 
dramatically different. For instance, as soon as the 
blockades were announced we had multiple groups 
spreading the news and offering to organize food for 
the sitters. Before 2009 direct action forest defense 
wasn't happening in the Elliot; that action sparked 
motivation. Since then there has been active forest 
defense each year and the capacity is growing. 

The blockades are down for the moment, but our 
commitment and tenacity are higher then they have 
been in years. We're back in the Elliott and we're not 
going anywhere. 

See you in the woods... 

To contact CFD go to forestdefensenow.com 



From the desk of The Ludd-Kaczynski Institute of Anti-Technology 



Smash that cellphone! All the kids are doing it! 


The war on "eco-terrorism" is still trudging along 
and, whether we like it or not, those of us that are 
passionate about defending the environment are 
on the frontlines. One of the most quintessential 
tools that law enforcement have against us is the 
virtually unlimited capabilities of Global Positioning 
System (GPS) tracking. Tracking devices are easy to 
use, relatively easy to install, and the information 
collected is often admissible in court. Anyone can 
buy a GPS tracking device, without any credentials. 

Legally speaking, the use of GPS tracking devices as 
evidence is in a bit of a gray area. The supreme court, 
at the urging of past and present US presidential 
administrations, are debating the use of warrantless 
GPS tracking as admissible evidence. President Obama 
is currently pushing for the use of warrantless GPS 
tracking, even though lower courts have ruled such 
measures unconstitutional. 

Under current laws, a warrant is obtained to plant 
a GPS device. Still, tracking devices have many uses 
outside of courtroom scrutiny. Using a GPS device to 
track someone's movements without the intention 
of using it as evidence, but rather to keep the person 
under surveillance, is highly plausible since GPS devices 
are readily available on the consumer market. 


GPS tracking devices can be best summed up by 
two different categories: Passive and Active tracking 

Passive Trackers 

The easiest trackers to discover and identify are 
passive trackers, which gather data, such as mileage, 
locations visited, speed, and time. They store the 
data internally and typically require a battery pack. 
These trackers are easy to install and reliable for the 
information they present. However, real-time tracking 
is virtually impossible, as the information is stored, 
typically requiring the device to be plugged into a 
computer to retrieve the information. The passive 
tracker will be most effective when attached to the 
outside of a car, for instance on the undercarriage 
or behind a bumper, because of the relative ease of 
retrieval. 

Active Trackers 

Active GPS trackers are the "dystopian futurist" 
surveillance technology which most of us have 
been dreading. Not only do active trackers gather 
location, mileage, speed, and time, but they 
broadcast this information via cellphone towers. 
This means that someone can be tracking your 
movements in real-time, from any computer. Active 
trackers typically require more than a battery pack 
to ensure their long-term reliability. One option for 
powering the device is splicing the wires into the 
car's electrical system. Although the installation 
of these more advanced trackers is made easier by 
having access to the inside of a vehicle, it does 
not rule out placement outside of the car. Finding 
electrical wires to splice a device onto without 
gaining access to the interior of a car can be done 
with relative ease, especially around the undersides of 
the trunk and engine, and anywhere near the battery. 

Cellphones 

Cellphones have had GPS tracking in them from 
the very beginning. They are considered active 
trackers. As you move between cellphone towers, 
your phone registers itself at those towers and your 
movement can be tracked by just that alone. With 
more cellphones on the market having built-in GPS 
mapping, tracking someone's movements has never 
been easier. Although there is a lot more red tape for 
law enforcement to break through before they can 
track us by our cellphones alone, never underestimate 
the concessions being made to catch "eco-terrorists." 
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Steps you can take to find and disable 
GPS tracking 

First and foremost: take the fucking battery out 
of your cellphone! If you are going somewhere and 
you don't want a potential someone finding out 
about it, take the battery out. If you don't want 
a conversation to be monitored, take the battery 
out. It's the first line of defense that you have. 
Always be mindful of that damned cellphone. 
For GPS devices on cars, the process is a little more 
involved. Start on the outside of the car, examining 
every crack and corner. Try to get your car on a lift to 
really get a good look at the undercarriage. If a lift is 
not available, you can use a regular car jack, flashlights, 
and mirrors. A GPS device is generally going to be a 
mounted box, often plastic, and sometimes small. 
Anything that matches this description is suspect, 
and removing it yourself is a must. Having a friend 
help you out with the discovery and removal of a 
GPS device is a big help, but make sure this person 
is someone you have a close affinity with. There is 
always a chance that, if you discover a GPS device, 
there is a warrant backing that device up, and, if so, 
its removal can be a crime. 

On the inside of the car, check everywhere! Lift 
up the floor carpeting, remove the glove box and 
inspect behind the dash, thoroughly inspect the 
trunk and spare tire compartment, pop the hood 
and get in really close to the engine (preferably 
when the car is not in use and has cooled off). 
If you can, try to get a hold of a Radio Frequency (RF) 
scanner. This device will, under most circumstances, 
detect any broadcasts by active GPS trackers coming 
from your car. 

Make sure your car is in a remote enough area away 
from cellphones, cellphone towers, and other cars. 
Some active trackers will only send out information 
intermittently, so a good way to test for this is to take 
a drive out to the country (if there is any left near 
where you live), preferably with a friend you can trust, 
so a full scan of the car can be preformed. 

Fighting Back! 

Destroying the device is a possibility with little 
immediate repercussions. Run it over or do something 
equally inconspicuous, as if it fell off on its own 
accord. Again, taking the device off, if backed by a 
warrant, can result in criminal charges and possibly 
more intimidation and threats from the FBI. It's 
not a good idea to take any pictures of the device if 
removed. It's especially not a good idea to post the 
pictures on the Internet, unless you are prepared for 
the FBI or local authorities to pay you a visit. If the 
device is there, chances are whoever is tracking you 
knows quite a bit about your personal life. The best 
possible solution is to get in contact with a lawyer. 

Two cases of the removal and handling of GPS devices 


come to mind: Kathy Thomas and Yasir Afifl. In 2005, an 
active member of a Food Not Bombs chapter (who has 
gone by the pseudonym Kathy Thomas in the media) 
discovered a GPS device placed on her car and handed 
it over to Wired Magazine, who sent it to an Internet- 
based company called iFixrr.coM for inspecting. The 
website mxrr.coM posted their findings of the device. 
The FBI reacted and began putting pressure on her. 
Kathy obtained her FBI file by request and it made clear 
the surveillance was part of a nationwide investigation 
of activists connected with Earth First!, the Earth 
Liberation Front, Animal Liberation Front, and 
groups that the FBI considered "left-wing anarchists." 
In the end, no charges were brought against her. 
Moreover, there had recently been a federal case against 
the FBI brought on by a student named Yasir Afifi for 
the placing of a GPS device on his car, which he and a 
friend discovered while at an auto shop getting an oil 
change. A friend posted pictures of it on news website 
reddit.com and soon after the FBI showed up at Afifi's 
home, demanding the return of the device. Afifi sought 
legal council and built a case against the FBI, citing 
he had no ties to radical, environmental, or political 
groups, it was just his race, as an Arab- American, which 
had been the reason the FBI was targeting him. The 
FBI continued their harassment of Afifi throughout 
the investigation, and eventually Afifi dropped the 
suit and handed over the GPS device to the FBI. 
Entering the realm of the FBI often has very unfortunate 
circumstances surrounding it. While fighting them in 
court seems like it could incur more harassment and 
scrutiny by the feds and local law enforcement, there are 
a few Green Scare cases that have been dropped (AETA 
4, 2010) and outright won (Connor Cash, 2004). There 
are also those folks continuing to resist the FBI and the 
grand juries who are paying dearly for their continuing 
resistance. They deserve our support. No compromise! 

In short, the best ways to prevent being tracked by a 
GPS device is by taking the battery out of the cellphone 
(or by ditching that cellphone), and by ditching that 
car! Ride a bike, take a bus, use a wheelchair, or walk. 




Where Are They Now. EF! Musician 



The new "Where Are They Now " feature of the 
Journal seeks to reconnect artists and activists of earlier 
generations in Earth First! culture with those newer to 
the movement. Please send us your ideas of people to 
interview for future issues. 



Casey Neill and the band 


Photo Credit: Reverbnation.com 


EF!f: When did you first get involved with Earth First! 
and why? 

CN: As a teenager I worked for Greenpeace and 
educated myself on the global ecological crisis. 
I ended up in Olympia, Washington in 1989. A 
friend and I went backpacking in the Hoh. We met 
a woman who sat down at our campfire and gave 
us the rundown on the entire Northwest old growth 
issue. She wore an EF! shirt and seemed very involved. 
I never saw her again. I like to think she was this 
shadowy Bonnie Abzug character. The juxtaposition 
of the old growth rainforest and the clear cuts out 
there tore our hearts out. Within a month my friend 
was involved in Eugene and I was going to 
Cheetwoot EF! meetings in Olympia. Then 
Dakota Sid and Roger Featherstone came 
through on the Greenfire roadshow and that 
was really inspiring as well. 

EF!]: When did you stop being involved with EF!? 

Was it a conscious decision? If so, why? 

CN: I stopped being involved as an activist 
in '95 or so when 'Riffraff' was released and I 
began to really focus on music. Ironically that's 
when the broader movement came to know me 
through the songs. Meanwhile, my close friends 
in Oly all drifted away from on the ground activism 
after many years of good work. Touring was taking 


over as were various musical obsessions of mine. The 
post-hardcore music scene and Irish traditional music 
were things I got really into, which both have strong 
radical threads to them. I started chasing different 
musical and cultural veins. I was singing at Union 
rallies, the WTO, rock clubs, infoshops, basement 
shows, universities, and folk societies in addition to 
enviro protests and events... The musicians I came up 
with, like Robert Hoyt, Danny Dolinger, and Alicia 
Littletree, all had different but similar trajectories. The 
folks before us like Dakota Sid, Bill Oliver, and Cecilia 
Ostrow all were elsewhere in their lives by the time we 
were involved. The guy who 
has always been there is Darryl 
Cherney. Darryl took me on 
tour before I could shave. He 
is Earth Firstis Joe Hill. I just 
saw clips of the movie he's 
been working on about Judi 
Bari and it's incredible. 

EF!]: Would you come to 
another Rendezvous? If not, why 
not? If so, when?!? 

CN: I don't know. Every 
Summer, the weekends get packed with gigs, social 
obligations, and the desire to be home occasionally. 
But never say never. 



Still Wild! The 30th Anniversary EF! Music Compilation 

Check out a recent song of Casey’s on the Still Wild! Compilation, which also features new and classic tracks from: 
Peg Millett, From The Depths, Tre Arrow, Grant Peeples, Son Del Centro, Blackbird Raum, Marie Mason, Rye’n 
Clover, Strawberry Jam, Las Krudas, Citizen’s Band, Here’s To The Long Haul, Gedden Cascadia, Longncck Lula 
6 Jill Lavetsky, Autumn Springs, Thistle, and Automoog 
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July 3031 

I t traveled faster now, a bureaucrat's trick, milky 
panes and faces, the smell of plastics. Isabel sat 
by her father's leg. She was not trembling. Her 
eyes were soft. There was not a thought about 
her father's life and his soul unnourished. He was 
looking out the window and there weren't the wood 
storks he was thinking of. Tropical dusk pierced the 
falsely preserved. 

Things were not simple in the world beyond the 
window. Out over the rim of the top pane of glass, 
satellites complicated the sexuality of stars. Isabel sat 
drawing heads of cows, coyotes, marsh rabbits. She 
drew a cloud that looked like a barred owl. She passed 
jokes at her small plasticine robot, the toy worm 
companion Mr. Condorcet, who in turn made passes 
at her skin with a water color brush. 

Playful black compost in the hot shade outside 
wanted to look in. Her father mumbled, "there are 
many that have nothing to say until it disappears. That 
is the thing." He lifted his hand. Isabel sang a small 
soft song, made up, about the edges of her drawing 
paper. "My drawing paper has no voice it only speaks 
through me," she sang. She was sure that moths would 
be coming later. She was sure Mr. Condorcet would be 
afraid of them again. 

She looked at her father's boots beside him. They 
looked like an old deep layer of an old man, lying like 
they were not breathing but were supposed to. In the 
house it was quiet. 

The clouds outside the window were enormous. 
Isabel sat, like under trees, by his leg peering up to 
his face with all the odd grown hairs. It was June. 
The sound of the Loxahatchee river failed to exist. 
His eyes were hard in his face like dry lines from a 
dead river running into the brow. His ears listened 
for the Loxahatchee. 

Her father's leg was not going anywhere. Violent 


weight pushed down on his shoulders. The 
unbreathable life of civilization choked him. Still, 
his leg. His eyes above his leg. The prison of the 
leg, quiet and flesh and gator-like. He killed for 
the river. He hated passionately for the river. After 
a long silence she sat in the carpet as he rose and 
went to the door to listen hard at it. And she was 
always watching him listen hard at it. The house was 
surrounded by agents. The spirits in the house sat 
silent with their waning magic. Small whispers. Mr. 
Condorcet listened to the spirits. 

Her father's eyes grew. She watched them grow. He 
was afraid. Human noises scuffled in the front yard. 
Cops in armor took positions behind thousand year 
old cypress trees, the last of their kind. 

The bullhorn called her father. He had murdered two 
power company PR executives from off planet for the 
death of the Loxahatchee. He was smiling and looking 
terrified. His strong knobby fingers shook under their 
own weight. He armed himself with his shotgun and 
walked to the door. He felt the door and then walked 
back to his chair. He looked at the carpet and looked 
at Isabel. His eyes were red and cloudy. A small dark 
orb in the back of his eye squirmed around like a 
moon drowning in a flooded universe. He walked to 
the door again and sat before it, counting something 
in a way that seemed like prayer. He stood up, felt the 
door, opened the door and walked outside 

Isabel thought, from the depth of the carpet, that 
she could hear the limpkins rushing off from the loud 
cracks of gun fire that followed. The sounds pushed 
through and beyond her father into her ears — metal, 
bone, wind. There were tiny tiny ghosts in each noise, 
fragmenting into tinier pieces. She heard her father's 
gurgle, his throat reaching out for himself which was 
winding up from his body. She knew he would have 
wanted alligators to eat his body. She knew he was 
already working his way under the house. She knew 



he wouldn't make it. She knew they'd take his body 
away and that the worms in the yard would be sad. 

"How sad are the worms?" Mr. Condorcet asked 
Isabel, his paneled mouth display in a a frenzy. 
"Sadder than you or me," she replied. Isabel pocketed 
Mr. Condorcet and ran up the stairs of the house to 
the brown hallway of the second floor. Agents were 
swarming in through the front door. She entered 
her parent's old room, the one they used before her 
mother died. Isabel remembered her mother, Rosa, 
and father fighting the night Rosa blew herself up 
while bomb building. Her parents old room was a cold 
room, simple, critical of weakness, but with a strange 
radiance like staring into a cup of tea. They had been 
in love in the room. It smelled like that. Spirits lived 
in the room. 

Isabel feared she would be taken to prison if the 
agents found her. She feared the authorities would 
find video in Mr. Condorcet's files of her masturbating 
late at night and she felt too old and too young to 
be masturbating. She feared her body and she feared 
confinement and the cold cities of the people who 
funded the authorities. Besides, there wasn't a way 
to say it. Not a way. Things accumulate that are 
unspeakable. There are many worlds. And sometimes 
there are none. Isabel knew of no other world but 
the Loxahatchee and if that world were to die to her 
she would want all the worlds to die. She knew her 
mother had learned to hate her father, that her father 
never learned to hate her mother, that they both 
loved the river, that her body was tired, that she and 
Mr. Condorcet and the spirits must flee. She knew 
her father was dead and she wasn't sad. She knew she 
would go. She knew she would detonate her parent's 
old room, taking the agents that had covered the 
yard of cypress knees, everything in the area in fact, 
the hydro station and cafe, to a charred and restful 
beginning. Her father's body would burn up here. 


Adrift on an Insurgent Starcraft 

October 3039 

T fie stars. Country tried to find Isabel's hand, 
a thin hand, found her hand on her waist, 
found it amazingly strange, the movement 
of skin, the bulbous round movement from 
the ribs inward to the hip, to the bone, to the pant line. 
Isabel's underwear line was something unexplainable 
to the body, to both bodies. Just around the edge 
of the shadow folding over was heartache, history, 
heartbeat, the counting of time. Isabel pulled her hand 
into Country's shirt, feeling the spine, the hair in the 
curvature of the lower back, the smell of old sweat, old 
tear drops, and the old false wood of the chamber loft 
seeped into her back muscles. 

Three days of cuddling as the worlds collapsed 
beyond the craft. Cities run on empty, time opening 
up. The thin separating shades that one learns staring 
through a window, feeling love and sadness remade in 
quiet and panic. 

Country had a hurting hip bone, lying on her side 
on the flat plastic bed, arm across the belly of Isabel, 
fingers touching each other, not wanting to move even 
for comfort. The toes moving the way they do. Two 
planets circulated in and out of the window. Both were 
shimmering and dying. Neither was Earth. Country, 
with her thin hair, rolled away from Isabel toward the 
ships interior to witness the sterility and the rose color of 
the furniture. She wept. It was quiet. Mr. Condorcet was 
busy doing an internal systems check on his data file, 
leaning against a small stack of old plastic books. 

"When we found you we tried to feed you bottles 
of fruit but you wouldn't eat. You were just looking at 
me without expression. There wasn't a way for us to 
communicate," Country told Isabel, scratching her leg 
like a cat, running her fingers into the hairs. "We couldn't 
get you to stop masturbating. You seemed otherworldly 
in your fits." 
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"I didn't want anyone to see me. I don't want you to 
see me do that," Isabel whispered. It had been eight years 
since Isabel's father was killed, since she had detonated 
her parent's home, since she had eluded her identity to 
become part of the underground. Clear plastic moths 
fluttered around the ceiling space of the chamber loft. 

The light of the loft burned amber in the wings of the 
moths as they turned and dipped in play. Isabel's eyes 
were peeling backwards into themselves, calling on some 
spirit she had forgotten. She flittered into daydream and 
back, towards the vision of the white and rose ceiling. 
She imagined the cities of the worlds. Each city must 
draw power from the ghosts of birds. She thought she 
knew it. She thought each city was circumambulated 
by a web of thinnest design to catch the fresh and 
frightened spirits of birds who died en masse. She saw 
the small bird ghosts flailing in the webbing and looked 
deeper, seeing even tinier spirits, the spirits of the bird's 
hearts fluttering out to escape their panicking host. She 
watched into near infinitude as ghost died into smaller 
compartmentalized nano-ghosts, until each was trapped 
into smaller and smaller webbing and converted into 
energy for the cities. Country swallowed all her saliva 
with despair in the middle of a forgotten breath and 
choked up for a moment. Isabel didn't notice. 

Isabel left the room as a sun loomed in through the 
window. She didn't motion at all to Country. She walked 
down a long corridor of white to a mess hall. She opened 
a box of sweetened com stars and poured a cup of 
synthetic coffee. A tall man sitting at an adjacent table 
stared into his coffee with a smile on his face. He was one 
of the insurgent bomb technicians on the inconspicuous 
tourist class ship hovering over planet Liberty. 

Liberty 

It seemed late. Isabel was afraid of the way the 
broken glass rested under the neon light advertising 
a diet energy drink. Steam wasn't evacuating from 
the glass but Isabel felt a fever looking at it. It was 
perfect. The glass must have had a ghost now. She 
hadn't been in a city in sometime. Cars rolled by with 
the smell of chaffed bulletproof plastic. There were 
lights everywhere. The smell of people was visual. She 
had memorized the address of an office downtown, 
section 7. She hailed a taxi. 

"The sun catches the advertisement just right, eh?" 
the driver, a short male with a friendly set of eyes said, 
pointing up at a teleboard. A woman with long legs 
was hunched over on her knees. Her head was out of 
view and hidden by the angle of the image that focused 
on her ass. Three men stood before her, their faces 
below the nose covered in foam. They were shaving. It 
was unclear what she was doing but her genitals were 
shaved. The sun made a beam that lighted on her ass. 
Isabel pretended not to notice. The air was pushing all 
around the cab. "Where you going?" the driver asked. 

"10003 Nextera Towers," she replied. 


"You from this part of the city?" 

"No," she responded. It would be an obvious lie to 
say she was. She had studied the style and culture of 
Liberty and especially the five-hundred mile sector of 
city she would be working in but she could not chance 
pretending to be a local. "I'm from Earth." 

"Oh, I'm sorry." 

"No, don't be. I have done well for myself there. I have 
no regrets." 

"I would say so. You seem healthy. You work for 
Nextera?" he asked, looking into the rearview. "They 
say we are next. I hear our crops are failing now," he 
went on. 

"I wouldn't worry," she said, "The authorities have 
set up an effective quarantine." She watched the city. 
Suddenly Isabel imagined her mother near the window 
of a building hovering above the taxi. She saw her 
mother some fourteen stories up downing a bottle of 
cough syrup, smiling. Her mother was beautiful and 
young. Stars filled her eyes. This had happened before. 
The advertisement inducers had reached her, often with 
less clarity and more static, as a child growing up on 
Earth. They were very strong and effective on Liberty. 

"Infinity Sigh Cough Syrup," the driver said, "I love 
that advertisement. It allows me to see my mother 
again." Isabel closed her eyes. The advertisement was 
drawing from Isabel's brain receptors the appropriate 
childhood jingle to blend more nostalgia into the 
product placement. It was a tune her father played on 
the banjo, the Battle of Loxahatchee. Isabel wondered 
what the driver's mother looked like. 

"Your mother still alive?" he asked. 

"No, Yours?" 

"Yes, but I have no time to visit. That's why I take this 
toll-way. I can see her two, sometimes three times a day. 

I don't know how she can drink so much of that cough 
syrup without getting drunk though. Ha!" He amused 
himself. Isabel saw the Nextera building in the distance. 
It was twice as tall as any of the others. 

Nextera 

The smell of diesel and males getting off, candy, the 
sound of motionless tires. Lights inside the ears of 
passersby. Isabel looked up at the building. She pulled out 
her notebook, flipped to an empty page and drew a portrait 
of a dream reduced to pure density. It looked like a bullet 
hole. Let's be done with thinking of new ways forward. Let's 
come back. Let's come back to your hand. Sometimes it touches 
mine. We can build pom this a way out of die clock. There is a 
brilliance in our loving decay, the red lifting of our bodies when 
die dying gets goosed and the controls are found weakened. 
Lets move in this direction, clenching and biting each other out 
of the clock. Isabel felt the metal walkway beneath her. She 
felt her feet. There was a bright green light behind each 
of the windows. All of the curtains looked like meat. The 
building seemed to escape beyond the planet. In her side 
bag Mr. Condorcet wiggled for comfort. 
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Dawson Herero 

"I'm here to see Mr. Herero," Isabel said with a soft voice 
to the woman behind the visitors' booth in the lobby of 
the Nextera building. "I have an appointment." 

"Your name please." 

"Insi. I am from Earth." Isabel replied. 

"One moment please." The receptionist turned to 
her computer. Well dressed executives filled the lobby, 
some chatting, most moving through with great speed. 
Isabel felt the architecture press against her. There were 
lights in everyone's eyes. There were small affirmations 
of beauty, a wisp of perfume, part sanitation part field 
of stars, a woman in a milk-yellow dress, a quirky 
shadow that wouldn't go away with its creator. Under 
a pink and vermilion gate in the center of the lobby 
there was an art installation. It was sensuous almost 
wet but meaningless. 

The receptionist gazed at Isabel. "Mrs. Lee, correct, 
Mrs. Insi Lee?" I take as my dawn the white moon. I take 
as my car the green star. "Mrs. Lee?" I take as my exercised 
demon the fresh black plum. I take as my state the chewed 
rind. Her outside body was turning pale and she was 
motionless. I take as my control the half-sleeping cat. 
"Excuse me, ma'am?" I take as my dream the ejection seat. 
I take as my take the impatient abyss. I take as my enemy 
the specter of operations. "You can proceed this way Mrs. 
Lee. Mr. Herero will see you." I take as my fear the will of 
ten-thousand doors. I take as my love the field of beings. The 
receptionist tapped Isabel on the shoulder, her painted 
face nearly touching Isabel's face. Isabel almost vomited. 
The burning liquid fell back down her throat. 

"Hello Mrs. Insi. Welcome to Liberty. I hope your 
trip was pleasant." Dawson Herero, CEO of Nextera 
Energy, grabbed Isabel by the arm as though an old time 
companion. It wasn’t aggressive. It was familiar. They 
had never met. His face was wide, partially invisible. It 
couldn't completely be looked at. 

"It was. It's great to be off Earth." 

"Please, let's speak on my balcony. I'll have a meal 
prepared." He glanced at Isabel and motioned her 
forward through his living room. There were red flowers, 
real ones, on an end table. There was a tiny garden of 
amaranth and lavender in the center of the room. Over 
a fire place hung an enormous painting. It was a famous 
piece by Bovatol, the neo-futurist. In the center of several 
thousand concentric rings the word "collaborator" sat in 
simple font. It was the core of the universe and the soul 
and an example of high art on Liberty. 

"Insi, look there." Herero gestured to the balcony. 
"Look at the way the light pulls in. You can see the edges 
of it." It looked to Isabel like a vortex of spirits pulled 
from all angles toward the edge of the balcony. “This is 
some view Mr. Herero, "Isabel said moving through the 
door onto the balcony. 

"The brilliant light of empire. It all gathers here. I've 
had a special attractor placed along the edges of my 
office." He ordered food and wine from a thin woman 


that had been standing statuesque near the balcony 
entrance. Isabel and Herero stared at- the vortex. The 
layers of the city hit up into the sky like a barelegged 
boy bearing an urn in one hand and his penis, newly 
discovered, in the other. One building deep below 
looked like a milk bottle. 

"Have you ever been to Olitic, Indiana Mrs. Lee?" 
Herero's face changed expression. "And have you seen 
the Empire quarry, the one the stones the Empire State 
Building were quarried from?" 

"Yes," she responded wondering the point. Her father 
had taken her across the wastelands of the east coast to 
Olitic when she was young. 

"Did you throw anything into the quarry Mrs. Lee," 
he asked? 

"Yes, I suppose I did." 

"What did you throw in the Empire quarry Mrs. Lee?" 
His face was stoic and dispassionate. 

"Well, let me think. A rock I suppose, or, yeah. I threw 
a rock in." 

"Did you know that the rock that was excavated from 
that pit as well as the rock you threw in are remnants of 
black stars, older than God?" 

"Yes." Isabel felt nervous. 

"Why did you throw the rock into the pit Mrs. Lee?" 

"No reason. I guess I just wanted to hear the sound of 
it hitting water." 

"Did you want to jump in yourself?" 

"Yes. What is this about? These are odd questions. I'm 
hear to discuss Nextera's project in the Everglades." 

"Look over the balcony Mrs. Lee." 

"No." 

"Why not?" 

"This is ridiculous." Isabel turned away from the 
balcony. Her head was dizzy. Herero's apartment was 
more than three-hundred stories up. 

"I'm sorry. Please, I'll change the subject. I haven't 
been to Earth since I was a young man. I miss it. I was 
very fond of Olitic. The Empire quarry is perhaps the first 
chasm I ever stared into. I find that the view from my 
balcony gives me a similar sensation. I'm very neurotic 
about it. I apologize." 

Just then the servant woman brought out a tray of 
food. Another servant, a short man with wire glasses, 
brought out a bottle of wine. 

"And so, you are here about the PR position for the 
aquifer mining proposal?" Herero had changed character 
from morose to hungry at talk of mining operations. 

"Yes, I am from Earth. I am from Florida, in fact, and 
I know what the people need to hear. I am familiar 
with water and energy issues. Many have turned to the 
insurgents and such invasive operations in their water 
supply will only make that worse. I am well trained in 
public relations as my resume explains." 

"I see. And how much would you request in salary?" 

"30 million a year." 

"That seems reasonable. I have looked over your files. 
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You seem to me to be a perfect fit for the job. Of 
course, I had your background checked with the local 
authorities in Florida. They say you are who you say you 
are. Your references check out. But there is one thing," 
Herero broke off and walked to the food tray and opened 
the bottle of wine. "Tell me about your parents." 

Though Isabel had an air tight guise, complete with 
narrative, and false family history, she sensed that 
Herero knew something. "My parents were part of the 
insurgency. They were terrorists. They died when I was 
very young." 

"Intriguing," he poured two glasses of wine. "That 
isn't mentioned in your files." 

"I didn't think it would help me with the position. My 
father killed Nextera representatives with the help of my 
mother," Isabel returned. 

"I did know this of course. You have your toy with 
you, do you not?" 

"My toy?" 

"Mr. Condorcet, am I correct? It was with you when 
your father was killed. It was with you when you trained 
for this operation." 

"But..." 

"We have watched your files for a long time Isabel. I 
know what you plan to do. We can intercept your toy's 
visual data." 

"I only came to gather information. I. .." Isabel reached 
into her belt and pulled a large blade hidden along 
her thigh. A guard grabbed her arms from behind and 
another smashed her hand with a baton. She dropped 
the knife. 

"You fucker!" Isabel shouted. He had been so close. 
Two guards shackled her arms and legs and started to 
carry her off. 

"You intended to kill me, Isabel. You and the 


insurgency want me dead. I don't blame you." Isabel 
kicked and screamed as she was dragged through the 
room towards the door. "Oh, Isabel, wait a moment," 
Herero called playfully. "I almost forgot. I am going to 
keep Mr. Condorcet. I am aware of some very personal 
image data recorded there," he grinned. "Well, I'm happy 
to inform you that the data has already been accepted 
for a new advertisement. You'll be a star. " 

The guards dragged Isabel out of the apartment and 
into an elevator. "I can't wait to see that ad," a guard 
said to Isabel. 

fir. Condorcet 

"Take it to the lab and get all the files," Herero said, , 
handing the plastic robot, its segmented worm body 
writhing, to one of his assistants. 

Three miles away the security van transporting Isabel 
to the police station came under heavy small arms fire. 
"Goddamit. They want the girl. Let's just give her to 
them," one of the guards shouted. But it was too late. 

The front of the van peeled inwards with an explosion 
and then folded out with an enormous blast. Moments 
later the back of the transporter flung open. It was 
Country. Isabel leapt up and kissed her. "What did they 
find on you. " 

Isabel stared into the distance at the Nextera building. 
"They were onto us from the beginning. Someone with 
us had been keeping them apace." 

"But now they have images of you." 

"It doesn't matter," Isabel responded. 

"But Mr. Condorcet?" 

"Mr. Condorcet was a good companion, especially 
when outfitted with C4" Isabel said smiling. In the 
horizon Country saw the Nextera building collapsing in 
a cluster of explosions. 
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T he environmental movement must get its 
ass in gear and Deep Green Resistance is the 
transmission. A fierce green rage has to burn 
within us — and this book is the lighter. I have to admit 
that initially I was skeptical. I thought the book was 
being falsely presented, that the authors would merely 
reword the arguments against 
civilization we've already heard 
and only offer ambiguously 
timid ideas of what a serious 
resistance movement to save the 
biosphere could look like. Holy 
Earth was I wrong! 

This book pulls no punches; I 
would go so far as to say that it is 
the boldest and most important 
work ever published. Cheers 
to Seven Stories Press and the 
authors for their chutzpah. 

Deep Green Resistance demon- 
strates step-by-step how the 
dismantling of civilization can 
and must be achieved through 
underground and above ground 
tactics that compliment each 
other. Too .many people think 
legal and illegal tactics are 
mutually exclusive. But that is 
not the case. Now, this isn't to 
downplay the absolute necessity 
of ubiquitous large-scale industrial sabotage; in my 
mind this is the single crucial element of saving the 
planet. However, it's not for everyone. I'm disabled, 
which automatically excludes me (unless I want to 
come back to prison or die for a single action, which 
would overall be counterproductive to the movement). 
So thank Earth — this book lays out explicitly and at 
length strategies anyone can use to effectively create 
a culture of resistance and undermine civilization, no 
matter what their modus operandi is. It accomplishes 
this in part by analyzing the successes and pitfalls of 
numerous liberatory efforts, including John Brown's 
raid on the Harper's Ferry armory, the Underground 
Railroad, French resistance to the Nazis, the Sobibor 
death camp uprising, womens' suffrage, the Weather 
Underground, the IRA, and the most important and 
instructive one for us — which happens to be ongoing, 


and which every environmentalist should study — 
MEND, the Movement for the Emancipation of the 
Niger Delta. 

Deep Green Resistance leaves no real room as a whole 
for contrary arguments, anticipating and answering 
all objections in a thoroughly thought-out manner. 

One great instance of this is where 
the authors refute the common 
argument that bringing down 
what I refer to as syphilization, 
would cause immediate suffering 
and death of wild animals. 
Chernobyl is used as a case study. 
Even though it was a catastrophic 
environmental disaster, the 
simple lack of humans has had a 
profoundly positive effect: bison 
and wolves and endangered birds 
have returned and flourished, 
and the ecosystems damaged by 
human occupation are recovering, 
all on their own. As Lierre Keith 
writes, "Even a nuclear disaster is 
better for living creatures than 
civilization... this planet could 
repair herself if we would just stop 
destroying [emphasis added by 
author of review] (226)." 

Aric McBay brilliantly shows 
the fallacy in both Daniel Quinn's 
"plane" analogy and Richard Heinberg's lifeboat 
analogy for civilization, and how neither think 
we should actively resist. McBay provides his own 
alternative analogy. He writes, "Civilization is more 
like an out-of-control, accelerating streetcar. It is filled 
with civilized humans; the streets are dense with 
pedestrians being run-down — a representation of all 
the nonhuman and indigenous life on Earth. Some 
passengers are concerned: 'Not to worry,’ one man tells 
them. His calculations show that the bodies piling up 
in front of the streetcar will eventually slow the vehicle 
down and cause it to safely come to a halt" (456). 

Of course, no book is without its faults. Lierre 
Keith names horizontal hostility as one of the main 
detriments to a radical resistance, yet she engages in 
it throughout the book. The authors define horizontal 
hostility as scathing critiques of actual or potential 




comrades, "often accompanied by hyper-analysis 
of the victim's language use or personal lifestyle 
choices" (138). 

But Keith herself hyper-analyzes and critiques 
the personal lifestyle choices of a broad range 
of people who could very easily be allies, from 
vegans to anarchists to tax resisters to pot smokers 
to squatters. Why risk alienating them? Most of 
my friends and I fall into one or more of these 
categories. I am a vegan pot smoker and former 
tax resister. After all, I am in prison for attempted 
delivery of 4-10 pounds of marijuana (at least that 
is what I plead out to). 1 planned to use the tax- 
free revenue for propagandizing, publishing my 
anti-civ novels, and buying/restoring land. But I 
guess trying not to give my hard-earned money, 
obtained through extremely risky behavior, to a 
corrupt and murderous government shows not 
my personal lifestyle choice or morals, but rather 
my "entitlement" and "stupidity" (154). Keith 
informs us that pot smokers "aren't known for their 
virulence against anything but regular bathing" 
(124). She also goes on to call some foods served 
at potlucks (beans and rice, dumpstered mangoes, 
chips and hummus) "poverty food." Sorry Lierre, 
not all of us can afford wealth food. 

She calls vegans "extreme ideological fanatics" who 
couldn't possibly continue on "such body-punishing 
fare for any length of time" (157). Funny, my fiance 
will soon be 30 — she's been vegetarian since the age of 
13 and vegan since 17. She is super intelligent, bikes 
20-30 miles a day, and a picture of health and vitality. 
This is just one personal example out of the literal 
dozens 1 could give. How could these passages by Keith 
be interpreted as anything but horizontal hostility? 
According to her, I am a smelly parasite, a childish 
mooch, a brain-damaged malnourished fanatic. Thank 
Earth I was already anti-civ before reading this book! 
Even someone as open-minded and thick-skinned as I 
could have been turned off by such hostility. Does this 
movement really have the mass appeal and numbers 
to be alienating potential allies? The authors claim to 
have a zero-tolerance policy for horizontal hostility. 
Why, then, do they tolerate Keith's? They write that if 
we encounter someone practicing horizontal hostility, 
we should explain to them the problem with it, and ask 
them to stop. If that doesn’t work, excommunication 
from the movement should be considered. 

Aric McBay provides a much better way of looking 
at lifestyle choices on page 258. It gets the point 
across without being patronizing or pejorative in the 
least. "Pre-Civil War abolitionists would not have 
owned slaves. But this was an implicit result of their 
morality and political philosophy rather than a means 
of change." See, isn't that infinitely much better? It's 
instructive without being off-putting. 

Another problem is when Jensen claims that there 


is no alternative media that would support serious 
resistance. What about the Earth First! Journal ? I would 
hope and think they would! I know Green Anarchy 
would. How about Crimethlnc? And Submedia? 

None of this is to say that Deep Green Resistance 
should not be read and studied and reread. The 
organizational diagrams of different structures that 
underground and aboveground groups can take 
are brilliant and incredibly helpful and thought- 
provoking (294-300). The section on Decisive Ecological 
Warfare (DEW) is worth the price of the book alone. 
It lays out an in-depth plan of how a movement to 
dismantle civilization could look, including concrete 
tactics for all stripes of activists, from strictly legal 
weekend warriors to serious full-time direct actionists. 
A big excuse for people who think civilization should 
be brought down is that they have no idea how they 
could help make it happen. The authors' bold Decisive 
Ecological Warfare obliterates these objections. The 
difference between DEW and every other strategy that 
has been layed out for saving the planet is equivalent to 
the difference between Einstein's theories of relativity 
and a child's narrow-sighted navel-gazing. In fact, I 
believe strongly that this 50-page section of the book 
should be photocopied and distributed for free at 
anarchist and radical environmental gatherings. That 
is how important it is. 

The book ends on an appropriately spectacular note. 
Lierre Keith's chapter section called "A Story" imagines 
what the next decade or so could look like if we do 
indeed act accordingly, given the seriousness of the 
problems at hand. She wonderfully describes what 
happens as the electrical grids crash, power lines are 
downed, logging ceases, dams are taken out, women 
achieve greater status, population is ethically reduced, 
the forests regenerate, wetlands restore themselves, 
grasses break through the concrete, and self-sustaining, 
democratic, human-scale communities form. It is so 
beautiful and poetic and life-affirming and exciting. 
It brought me to tears both times I read it. This is 
monumental, given that I'm in prison, living with 19 
other men in one room. I've cried half a dozen times 
in my year-plus of incarceration, and only maybe two 
other times from joy rather than sorrow. 

Get this book. Read it. Study it. Learn it. Live it. 
Pass it on. Distro it. It may very well be the key to 
the final struggle that must happen for life on Earth 
to continue. 

Jan Austin Smith (#M1 4236) is currently serving a fouryear 
sentence at Jacksonville Correctional Center in Illinois, on a 
conviction for marijuana possession with intent to distribute. 
He is hard at work, and nearing completion on his epic novel, 
The Liberators . His website (if it has not been shut down) is 
www.therewtwwest.com. He has a support site at 
www.facebook.com/support JAN 
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Quick Review 

Because you may have forgotten what adjectives, 
nouns, adverbs and verbs are, here is a brief review: 

An ADJECTIVE describes something or somebody. 
Lumpy, crusty, crypto-fascist, feathery, messy, vegan, 
beautiful, and delicious are adjectives. 

A NOUN is the name of a person, place or thing. 
Bathtub, coyote, sunglasses, stick 'n' poke tattoo, bike 
co-op and nose hair are nouns. 

An ADVERB tells how something is done. It modifies a 
verb and usually ends in "ly." Haphazardly, meticulously, 
greedily, stupidly'and carefully are adverbs. 

9 ■ j. t 

A VERB is an action word. Sabotage, swim, kiss, fly 
and dream are verbs. [This story doesn't use -ing verbs] 

You may also be asked to enter a NUMBER, a COLOR, 
an ANIMAL or PLANT, a CURSE WORD, a TYPE OF 
ECOSYSTEM or a PART OF THE BODY. 


Fill in the blanks below and then transcribe 
them to the story Lonely Rider on the next page. 

Ad j ective 

Ecosystem 

Ad j ective ■ 

Adjective 

Noun 

Noun 

Ad j ective : 

Number 

Adjective , 

Adverb 

Verb 

Adjective 

Adjective 

Body Part 

Drink 

Plural Noun . 

Plural Noun 

Adj ective_ 

Plural Noun 

Adj ective 

Noun_ 

Verb 

Animal 

Animal 

Curse Word 

Verb - 


Hey, did you know our biggest 
readers make less than a buck a day? 
Please donate a subscription 
of the Journal to a prisoner! 
Fill out the form below and 
note that you want it donated 
to a prisoner. We’ll do the rest. 


Verb - 

Body Part 

Noun 

Curse Word 

Adjective 

Noun 

Verb - 

Verb 

Color 

Noun 

Plural Animal - 

Body Part 

Color 

Adjective : 



Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal 


W Q $500 Lifetime Subscription 

* Q $30 Regular Rate ($25 low income) 
IdP O $40-$50 Anonymous Envelope 
l O $40-$50 First Class Envelope 
$ DONATION 


Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip+4. 
Country 


Q $50 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
Q $60 Air Mail, International 

(US money, no foreign checks) Jm 

O $100 Corporate/Law Enforcement (W 

Phone IB 

Email ^ 

Check# Date / / Amount $ 

We no longer accept credit cards, sorry. 


/ 


53 




Lonely Rider 


You couldn't quite believe it. You were stuck in the middle of the . 


Adjective Ecosystem 


with two 


Adjective 


so called comrades that were so 


Adjective 


Everything seemed to turn out 


Noun 

trainings and you thought your . 


Adjective 


they couldn't even find a 
You had been through 


. in a 


Noun 


Number 


.affinity group was finally ready to . 


direct action 
that 


Adjective 


Adjective Adverb Verb 

7 

.lumber company. You had plenty of rest. You fell asleep as soon as your 


hit the pillow the night before. You didn't even drink any . 


Body Part 

You were sure to bring two 

PI. Noun 

went wrong you always had your 


Drink 


four. 


and lots of _ 


Adjective Noun 
When you saw one of your comrades attempt to _ 


PI. Noun Adjective PI. Noun 

to protect you. 


Adjective 

in the previous 24 hours. 
Besides, if anything 


a wild 


Verb 


Animal 


. you knew things were 


not going to go well. 


Animal Curse Word 


you said, "We are here to . 


the wild not 


Verb 


Verb 


the wild, now put your . 


Body Part 


. away." Your affinity group barely made it to the logging site before the 


Noun 


came up over the horizon. A security guard spotted you and yelled, " 


Curse Worc^ ‘ Adjective 
as fast as they could, not stopping for 


ou, you . 


Your two comrades jumped up and began to . 


Noun Verb 

breath. They left you in the bushes all alone. The guard approached the area where you had decided to 


Verb 
ants, ticks and 


. Luckily you were wearing a J. 


Color Noun 

had chewed you up. Your . 


. and he couldn't see you. By the morning 


had turned . 


. You noticed 


Plural animal ' * Body Part Color 

that the guard was gone and that several pieces of logging equipment were left unattended. Fortunately for 


you your two _____ 
Adjective 

anyone knowing. 


friends were gone and you were able to . 


the machines without 


Verb 


For your daily dose of eco-resistance: WWW.NEWSWIRE.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 



Check out these great links for 
radical gear: 

www.earthfirstjournal.org/store 

WWW.PEACESUPPLIES.ORG 
WWW.BEEHIVECOLLECTIVE.ORG 
WWW . HUNG RYKNIFE .COM 
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In the spring of this year, prisoners inside Pelican Bay 
State Prison contacted prisoner-rights and anti-prison ac- 
tivist organizations announcing 50-100 prisoners would 
begin a rolling hunger strike on July 1, and that they 
needed support making sure their 
voices and demands were heard 
and acted on outside prison walls. 

At least 6,600 prisoners across the 
state of California joined them 
in solidarity across prison-man- 
ufactured racial and geographi- 
cal lines. The prisoners at Pelican 
Bay ended their hunger strike the 
evening of July 20, on the basis of 
CDCR's top level administrators' 
interactions with their team of 
mediators and prisoners directly 
wherein they agreed to accede to 
a few small requests immediately 
as a tangible good faith gesture to 
assure that all of the other issues would receive real at- 
tention, with meaningful changes being implemented 
over time. Since the CDCR has failed to meet their end 
of the agreement and continue to keep prisoners in ab- 
horrent conditions, the hunger strikes will resume on 
September 26. 

This courageous action falls within a long legacy 
of prisoner-led resistance throughout the world, in- 
cluding inside both men and women's prisons in the 
US. As such, these struggles are connected to global 
struggles against inequality and powerlessness, for 
self-determination and liberation. 

The changes the prisoners are demanding are 
standards in other "supermax" prisons, which sup- 
ports the prisoners' position that CDCR's claim of 
such demands being a threat to safety and security 
are exaggerations. Below is a summary of the five, 
straight-forward core demands the hunger-strikers 
released in April: 

1. End Group Punishment & Administrative Abuse 
- This is in response to PBSP's application of "group 
punishment" as a means to address individual in- 
mates rule violations. 

2 . Abolish the Debriefing Policy, and Modify Active/ 
Inactive Gang Status Criteria. 

• The practice of "debriefing," or offering up informa- 
tion about fellow prisoners particularly regarding gang 
status, is often demanded in return for better food or 
release from the SHU. Debriefing puts the safety of 
prisoners and their families at risk. 


• The validation procedure used by the California De- 
partment of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) 
employs such criteria as tattoos, readings materials, 
and associations with other prisoners (which can 

amount to as little as greeting) 
to identify gang members. 

3. Comply with the US Com- 
mission on Safety and Abuse in 
America's Prisons 2006 Recom- 
mendations Regarding an End 
to Long-Term Solitary Confine- 
ment — CDCR shall implement 
the findings and recommenda- 
tions of the US commission on 
safety and abuse in America's 
prisons final 2006 report re- 
garding CDCR SHU facilities as 
follows: 

• End Conditions of Isolation 

• Make Segregation a Last Resort 

• End Long-Term Solitary Confinement. 

• Provide SHU Inmates Immediate Meaningful Access 
to: i) adequate natural sunlight ii) quality health care 
and treatment, including the mandate of transferring 
all PBSP/SHU inmates with chronic health care prob- 
lems to the New Folsom Medical SHU facility. 

4 . Provide Adequate and Nutritious Food - cease the 
practice of denying adequate food, and provide a 
wholesome nutritional meals including special diet 
meals, and allow inmates to purchase additional vita- 
min supplements. 

5 . Expand and Provide Constructive Programming 
and Privileges for Indefinite SHU Status Inmates. 
Examples include: 

• Expand visiting regarding amount of time and add- 
ing one day per week. 

• Allow one photo per year, a weekly phone call, two 
(2) packages per year, hobby craft items, sweat suits, 
watch caps, wall calendars and correspondence cours- 
es that require proctored exams. 

• Expand canteen and package items allowed. Allow 
us to have the items in their original packaging the 
cost for cosmetics, stationary, envelopes, should not 
count towards the max draw limit 

• More TV channels. 

• Allow TV/Radio combinations, or TV and small bat- 
tery-operated radio 

• Install pull-up/dip bars on SHU yards. 




"At the dawn of industrialism, factories were modeled after prisons; in its twilight, prisons are now 

modeled after factories." —Os Cangaceiros 


ECO'DEFENSE & 
ANIMAL LIBERATION 
PRISONERS in the VS 

‘Grant Barnes #137563, Arrow- 
head Correctional Facility, POB 300, 
Canon City, CO 81215-3000. (Please 
note new mailing address.) Arrested 
2007 for setting fire to SUVs, serving 
12 years. GrantBarnes.wordpress.com 
‘Nathan "Exile" Block #36359- 
086, FCI Lompoc, Federal Cor- 
rectional Institution, 3600 Guard 
Road, Lompoc, CA 93436. Serving 7 
years and 8 months for ELF arsons. 

•Marie J. Mason #04672-061, 
FMC Carswell, Federal Medical 
Center, POB 27137, Fort Worth, 
TX 76127. Serving near 22 year for 
her involvement in an ELF arson 
and 12 other ELF actions. 
SupportMarieMason.org 
•Daniel McGowan #63794-053, 
FCI Terre Haute, CMU, PO Box 33, 
Terre Haute, IN 47808. Serving 7 
years for ELF arsons. 
SupportDaniel.org 
•Steve Murphy #39013-177, FCI 
Beaumont Medium, POB 26040, 
Beaumont, TX 77720. Serving 5 
years for an attempted arson on 
a townhouse construction site in 
2006. SupportSteve.org 
•Michael Sykes #696693, 10274 
Boyer Road, PO Box 5000, Carson 
City, MI 48811. Serving 4 to 10 
years for anti-sprawl arsons, graffiti 
and attempting to chisel through 
the cement is his jail cell. 

•Joyanna Zacher #36360-086, 
FCI Dublin, Federal Correctional 
Institution, 5701 8th St, Camp 
Parks, Unit F, Dublin, CA 94568. 
Serving 7 years and 8 months for 
an ELF arsons. 

•Justin Solondz #98291-011, 
FDC SeaTac, PO Box 13900, Seattle, 
WA 98198. Awaiting trial on alleged 
ELF actions. 

•Walter Bond #2011-03339, 
Davis County Jail, POB 130, Farm- 



ington, UT 84025-0130. Currently 
Awaiting sentencing on October 
13, 2011 in Salt Lake City. Ar- 
rested summer 2010 for the "ALF 
Lonewolf" arsons in Colorado and 
Utah. SupportWalter.org 

•Tim DeChristopher #16156- 
081, Herlong FCI, Federal Cor- 
rectional Institution, PO Box 800, 
Herlong, CA 96113. Sentenced to 
2 years for bidding on oil and gas 
leases on public land to stop fossil 
fuel extraction. Bidder70.org 

•Fran Thompson #1090915 HU 
1C, WERDCC, POB 300, Vandalia, 
MO 63382, USA. Serving Life for kill- 
ing a stalker in self-defense. Before 
her imprisonment Fran was an eco, 
animal & anti-nuke campaigner. 

INDIGENOUS RESISTANCE 

•Leonard Peltier #89637-132 
USP Coleman I, US Penitentiary, 
POB 1033, Coleman, FL 33521. 
(Please note new mailing address.) 
American Indian Movement activ- 
ist framed for the death of two FBI 
agents during 1975 Pine Ridge siege. 
LeonardPeltier.net 

•Bryon Shane of Chubbock 
Clan, #07909051, Usp Lewisburg 
US Penitentiary, POB 1000, Lewis- 
burg, Pa 17837 Also known as 
"Oso Blanco." Serving 80 yrs for 
charges related to bank robberies 
to funnel money from banks to 
Zapatistas in Mexico. 

•Wayne Spears #64289080, 
PO Box 52020, Bennettsville, SC, 
29512-5220. Native activist con- 
victed of "explosives and counter- 
feiting US currency." 

For a more complete online list of 
prisoners that the EF! Journal sup- 
ports, check out EarthFirstJournal. 


PRISONER BIRTHDAYS 

Send a birthday card to these 
political prisoners. It's an easy 
way to help remind these freedom 
fighters that they aren't forgotten. 
If you make one, remember- don't 
use anything like white-out, stick- 
ers, tape or glitter on it. We also 
recommend that you put your 
name and address and their name 
and prisoner number on the card, 
lest the authorities "lose" the en- 
velope and forget where it is going. 
If you would like to add a birthday 
or sign up for our poster mailing 
list, email us at ppbirthday@rise- 
up.net. Brought to you with love 
by the Chapel Hill Prison Books 
Collective. PrisonBooks.info 

•Michael Davis Africa # AM49 7 3 , 
SCI Graterford POB 244, Grater- 
ford, PA 19426-0244 
Birthday: October 6, 1955 

•Edward Goodman Africa 
#AM4974, SCI Mahoney, 301 
Morea Road, Frackville, PA 17932 
Birthday: October 21, 1949 

Michael and Edward are two 
of the people who make up the 
MOVE 9. There are currently eight 
MOVE activists in prison each 
serving 30-100 years after been 
framed for the murder of a cop 
in '79. The ninth, Merle, died in 
prison in '98. MOVE is an eco- 
revolutionary group dedicated to 
liberation struggles, onamove.com 

•Jamil Abdullah Al-Amin 
#99974-555, USP Florence ADMAX, 
POB 8500, Florence, CO 81226 
Birthday: October 4, 1943 

Also known as H. Rap Brown, Al- 
Amin came to prominence in the 
'60s as chairman of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Commit- 
tee (SNCC) and the Justice Minister 
of the Black Panther Party. 

•David Gilbert #83-A-6158, Au- 
burn Correctional Facility, POB 
618, Auburn NY 13021. October 
6, 1944. Weather Underground 
member. Arrested '81, in a Black 
Liberation Army action. 







Singular, indivisible, exactly itself, 

a hummingbird wakens 

in its nameless nest 

what a moment to ponder! 

that agonizingly slight moment 

when the still bird 

stirs, that mystic shy happening 

across the careful nest, 

when that particular creature, 

in that particular tree, 

in that particular wood, 

rises to enter the deepening light. 


NUMEN 

by Teddy Macker 


at the Shoal of Black Hair 

the back and forth drift of the corpse of the bull shark 
and the circle of moonlight 
trapped in her eye 


at the Bay of Fermented Coco Plum 

the mournful song of the Chuck- Will’s- Widow 

and the panty smell of the black mangrove density 


Through Seablood Islands $ 
by Sara Watson 


at the Estuary of Veins 

a flash from the bioluminesccnse 

agitated by our keel 

and the purple wet brains 

of mosquitos learning from us (miles away 

our blood will fly through space) 


at the cleansing of Salt-Killed River 
several fat creeks singing of malaria 
and two skies of withholding rain, 
black vultures and black squalls 
breaking the surface of midair 


at the Key of Return 

my companion’s eyes are two manic jellyfish — 
a. 22 in the v birth — 

laughing faces in the wind-stripped scrub trees 
pointing, still after a long spell, away from a big wind 




Using the Redwoods 
by Steve Toth 


The first redwood felled by humans 
happened something like this 
Some people were out taking a look 
at the most magnificent tree in the grove 
when they felt challenged to bring it down 
First because no saws were big enough 
to cut across the mammoth trunk 
they put a crew together 
of five determined men armed with augers 
but they couldn’t reach deep enough 


Then their numbers swelled to twenty-five 

driving wedges into the holes 

which the augers had bored 

but they couldn’t pound hard enough 

So they hung logs from the lower branches 

6 pounded the wedges with them 

Two weeks later the tree still hadn’t budged 

until a moment when the workers were off site 

on a meal break 6 a rogue wind gust blew it over 


Then came the problem of how to use it 

They smoothed off the stump 6 held 

a Fourth of July cotillion there with 16 couples dancing 

a band of musicians 6 twelve onlookers 

all fitting nicely on its surface 

Much of the wood had shattered when the tree fell 

otherwise they could have built 22 five-room houses 

They did build a hotel a bowling alley 

6 a flight of stairs to climb a fallen section 


A lithograph of the cotillion was made 6 distributed 
but the place never caught on 
They never could figure why not 


’check us out at www.armedwithvisionsxonv 

. * ’ “ ^ 
Send poems to Warri^yfeefs^Sotijt^ / 1^0. 
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dear shit for brains 


please keep letters to the editor to 300 words or less 



Dear EF! J, 

I got a notice in the mail to 
say how hard it has been for 
the Journal to come up with 
the necessary cash to do pris- 
oner subscriptions. I will try to 
get money to you all, as I know 
how much the Journal is a life- 
line for me and is probably just 
as important for a number of 
other folks. Times are tough, 
everyone needs money and 
there's not much to be had. But 
print projects are and always 
have been a sinkhole- for re- 
sources, and yet indispensable 
as a democratic, grass-roots 
outreach tool. Gotta have a 
voice for the movement, so we 
gotta make that happen. I want 
to help if I can and will try to 
send money from somewhere 
to cover my own costs at least, 
though it will have to wait a 
minute. I'm tapped presently, 
but not permanently. 

As far as how the Journal looks, 
it's never looked so posh and it was 
chock full of history (it was nice 
to see things put into context and 
to see how campaigns developed 
over time), a mix of old and new 
stuff.... As always. I'm so proud of 
Earth First! and all it's achieved 
over the years, how many storms 
it's weathered (internal disputes), 
and yet saddened that despite our 
best efforts — we've had to face 
the fact of our losses. And even 
so, in the face of that, we know 
we can never give up. 

We don't have the right to the 
luxury of despair; too much rests 
on continuing to fight. That makes 
me even more proud to have been 
a part of that (as Buffulo Trace EF! 
in Bloomington, Massasauga EF! 
in Michigan, and years before, 
the Zebra Mussel Alliance, a little 
group in Cincinnati fighting the 
Rockford Woods development). It 
was a beautiful piece of literature 


and history that you made, and I 
thank you all for it. Thanks, too, 
for doing a page on me. That was 
really touching to be remembered 
like that. 

Alright, well I'm going to try to 
catch the guard's attention at his 
round to get this in the mail tonight. 
So, thanks for everything and take 
care and please keep in touch when 
you can. You are my heroes! 

Love, 

— Marie Mason #04672-061 
Federal Medical Center, Carswell 
PO Box 27137 
Ft. Worth, TX 76127 


Dear SFB, 

From the death of fossil fuels and 
nukes and the birth of relocalizing 
electric grid internet blackouts, will 
emerge the 2nd American Revolu- 
tion at a similar 18th Century tech 
level and hence an almost exact 


replica of the 1st American Revo- 
lution! 

The ecological American Rev- 
olution requires the abolition of 
the internet! But this can prove 
difficult when prominent, an- 
archo-primitivist theoreticians 
like johnzerzan.net, et al, claim 
they are underground. 

Only offline can be under- 
ground and truly revolutionary. 
Offline American Revolutionary 
Benjamin Franklin founded the 
American Postal Service, which 
is more difficult and costly for 
the internet fascist authorities 
to surveil compared to the tele- 
phone and the internet. 

Hand written letters (which 
are automatically historic docu- 
ments) are the underground cur- 
rency of the 1st and 2nd Ameri- 
can Revolutions. 

Love Live Anarchy! 
— David G. Pearson 

Friends! 

Thanks for your beautiful and 
inspiring Beltane 2011 Issue. EF! is 
special to me because no one un- 
derestimates how low the fuckers 
go to harass, intimidate, eliminate 
those of us who actively oppose 
plundering the planet. I love to 
read about folks camping out in 
the woods, swamps, and deserts. 

I used to hike 20 miles at night 
and be laughing all the way home! 
But not any more. Not to be too 
paranoid, but look out for ticks — 
they're spreading a lot of diseases. 

Timing on the Rondy in the 
Northern Rockies is eerie with the 
oil in Yellowstone. How Terrible! I 
have few regrets, but one is I wish 
I had traveled to the Rockies and 
seen the Grand Canyon before I 
got sick. Enjoy it, amor. 

From a tree grove surrounded by 
clearcuts, 
— KW 
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"SUCKERS.. .YOU'RE DOOMED! 



submitted by Reality Check 


Dear SFB, 

Greetings! My name is Rachel 
Rakita I am currently incarcer- 
ated at SCI Cambridge Springs. I 
happened to find a copy of Earth 
First! in our recycle bin, and let 
me just say that it was love at 
first sight! 

— Rachel Rakita #ON1484 
451 Fullerton Avenue 
Cambridge Springs, PA 16403 


Dear SFB, 

Poverty and the global crisis are 
related. The Earth is angry and it's 
beginning to strike back. The term 
Global Warming is an understate- 
ment. It's more like Global Turbu- 
lence, and that doesn't even cover 
it. Humanity is like a virus to the 
Earth. Your Earth First! Journal was 
like a breath of fresh air — I live in 
the Boston area, fresh air is hard 
to come by because of second- 
hand exhaust. 

I support the Journal because I 
know it goes to a good cause. I'm 
working for a publication myself, 
besides being an Eco- Warrior in my 
own small ways. So we'll all hang 
in there and do the best we can. 
Every little bit helps; every spike, 
every blockade, every toasted SUV, 
every bicyclist too — like me, still 
pedaling at the age of 65. 

Yeah, I'm one of the older people 
in the movement and I've seen the 
Earth change for the worst since 


I was young. 
But it's still my 
Earth and if it 
wasn't for Her 
I wouldn't be 
here. None of 
us would. She 
took care of 
us. Now it's 
our turn to 
take care of 
Her. Any way 
that we can. 

For the Wild, 
Marc 
Goldfinger 

Dear SFB, 

I've received the Earth First! Jour- 
nal. Thank you so much! I am with 
other eco-prisoners here in Switzer- 
land, and we are organizing a hun- 
gerstrike inside and with friends 
outside some initiatives against 
bio and nanotech and the techno- 
industrial domination. Inside/out- 
side one struggle! 

Thanks for the Journal! 

A big hug, 
— "Billy" Luca Bernasconi 
c/o RegionalgefAngnis Thun 
Allmendstr. 34 
3600 Thun, Switzerland 



To The Tribes, 

The invader has no tribe so his 
roots can't go deep enough in the 
ground to reach the soul of the 
Earth so there isn't anything to 
keep him from going crazy. He 
thinks we surrendered to his war, 
but he's wrong. The invader can do 
a lot of things but he can't make 
his idea of the world make sense 
arid he can't get people whose roots 
reach the soul of the Earth to sur- 
render to those people whose roots 
don't go that deep. Now, when his 
idea of the world is breaking down, 
is a good time to win the war and 
give the Earth back to itself. Win 
the war by telling the truth and 
that's all. The invader thinks he al- 
ready won the war. Now he won't 
be so sure. 

The invader broke his word off 
the circle of life so he doesn't know 
words belong to the Earth. Tell him 
to put his word back on the circle 
before he talks the life out of ev- 
erything. Don't let him talk until 
he puts his word back on the circle 
of life. If you let him talk, you're 
making a mistake. 

Tell him if he breaks his word off 
the circle it will lose all its medi- 
cine so it can't heal anything. May- 
be that will get him to talking. If 
he stops talking, the Earth has a 
chance. Tell him what a word is. 
If he doesn't know what a word 
is, he's only pretending to know 
how to talk anyway. Tell him if 
he stops pretending, he'll see the 
real Earth and that will heal him. 
Then when he learns to talk again 
his words will have their medicine. 
Then he can find his tribe. I want 
to talk about making a sacred vil- 
lage to heal the Earth and heal the 
people's wounds. Maybe it's time 
to sit down together in a circle and 
talk about what's real. < 

— Silent Thunder (M. Bridge) 



Hungry Knife 




ALF 

AIR FRESHENERS 


We've all been there before! 
A van full of wet dogs, a truck full 
of smelly chickens, and the cops 
pulling you over. As you scramble to 
hide your balaclava, reach for one 
of these! Xhe sweet smell of vanilla 
masks even the smelliest liberated 
animals! Stay free, smell sweet! 

$2 or three for $5 


available from: Bite Back 
222 Lakeview Ave., #160-231 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
www.directaction.info 
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three Italian cco-anarchists recently sentenced 
to three plus years in a Swiss prison for alleged 
attacks on an IBM Nanotechnology facility . 
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WeCDooN 2012 

CJajx Rnycivns pon WomyN 

CnpysMJS 

An empowering datebook and 
multicultural earth-spirited calendar. 

With full lunar & astrological 
information, stunning art and 
inspired words from die global 
womens community. We Moon 2012: 

Chrysalis explores the transformative 
moment, invoking radical trust for 
rimes of deep change. 

Datebooks « Wall Calendars • Cards • Posters • Books 


In cne SpiRtc op 
WeCDooN 

A gorgeous anthology 
celebrating 30 years of 
We’Moon art and writing. 
Now in paperback! 


Mother Tongue Ink * www.wcmoon.ws 
1.877.693.6666 US • 541.936.6052 Int’l 
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corrections, apologies and 
other assorted groveling 


From the desk of your humble Earth First! Journal 
Editorial Collective... 

Corrections from Beltane 2011 

Alright folks, if you haven't noticed, we are still 
getting the hang of this journal publishing thing 
down here in the'Florida office. We might as well start 
with the most glaring mistakes: So, first off, the last 
issue, Beltane 2011, was only Volume 31, Number 3, 
contrary to what issue it said it was in three different 
locations; next, the Derrick Jensen book quoted on the 
inside front cover is called Endgame (not 'Endame'); the 
awesome artwork on page 50 was by Roger Peet of the 
JustSeeds Artists' Cooperative; the snare that caught 
the jaguar Macho B was set by Arizona Game and Fish 
Department, not the federal Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS), as a photo caption suggested; and finally, the 
amazing poet on the Armed with Visions page who 
wrote "Instructions To My Poem" is Lucille Lang Day 
(an apology also goes out to John Felstiner, who it was 
accidentally attributed to, just in case you've been 
trying to pass off as the author on that!) 

Printing the Journal and EF! News 

Some of you might have noticed that the last issue 
was not perfect-bound (meaning, with a spine, like 
the previous two issues) as we had hoped for. Nor 
were we able to get the Earth First! News out in the 
mail as anticipated. We are hoping another collective 
or accountable individual may take on this project. 
As it turns out, our dire financial situation has us 
cutting corners anywhere we can find. At this point, 
the EF! News will appear printed in the Journal and 
online four times a year. Our apologies go out to our 
subscribers without internet who were hoping for this 


supplemental publication to keep them filled in. 

For better or worse, our self-imposed austerity 
measures have yet to result in riots burning down the 
office (although some swamp-starved editors have 
their fingers crossed that a flame will catch a stack of 
edits-to-be-entered and send us running for the rope 
swing into the Loxahatchee River!) 

Mad Props 

We want to give a huge thanks so damn much to all 
the people who have stepped up to keep us going in 
this tough transition. It's tempting to name names, 
so you all can buy these people beers or take them 
out for burritos, but we find most Journal supporters 
aren't doing it for the recognition (plus they change 
names all the damn time anyway.) So, you know 
who you are. The Earth First! movement wouldn't be 
reaching out to hundreds-of-thousands of activists, 
revolutionaries, academics, prisoners and computer 
nerds through the Journal, and our online newswire, 
without you. Please, keep it coming. If you want to see 
a report of our current circulation, get in touch. 

The sad truth about EarthFirst.org 

And last but not least, if you have ever given 
money to EarthFirst.org, you should ask for it back 
and get it to an EF! project that is accountable to the 
movement. The person who runs that website has been 
discrediting us for years with out-dated, and often 
irrelevant, content. He continues to refuse movement 
participation in the website or transparency with the 
'donations' he collects. Unfortunately, his site is the 
main place that comes up for people searching us out 
online. We're asking for your help in changing this. 
Again, you can contact us if you want more details. 


ECO -ACTION CLASSIFIEDS 

Looking to get your group, project or business exposure in 
the Earth First! movement? Send us a classified. Keep them 
to 30 words or less. If you'd like to get a larger ad space:, 
write: ads@earthfirstjoumal.org or call 561-249-2071. 

WildEarth Guardians is on the frontline 
protecting wolves and other imperiled wildlife 
throughout the American West. We use science, the 
law, and grassroots pressure to demand environmental 
protection from decision-makers. Find out more at: 

WILDEARTHGUARD1ANS.ORG 

Ocean Defenders Alliance is grassroots nonprofit 
■conservation organization based in Southern 


California making coastal waters safer for marine 
wildlife primarily through the removal of derelict 
commercial fishing gear that threaten numerous 
species. For more info: oceandefenders.org 

New Voice in EcoPrisoner Support There is a 
newly formed organizing group of people working 
with non-cooperating individuals incarcerated for 
their actions in defense of the wild: EF! Prisoner Support 
Project, POB 163126, Sacramento, CA 95816. Email: 
EFpris@riseup.net 

Looking for Journal editors! If you have 
movement experience and skills related to producing 
a publication, please contact us: 
CQllectiYe@eailhfiistjQumal.pig 




Blue Anarchy 6 The Earth First! Journal 

an editorial 


I relocated to Lake Worth around 
the same time the Journal moved 
here, in November of 2010. I had 
ended an eight month stretch of 
traveling and was as unsure of my 
future then as I was when I started. 
I wanted to learn how to sail, and 
after reuniting with friends from 
Lake Worth at the 2010 summer 
rondy in Maine, I chose Lake 
Worth to pursue that desire. 

The community here took me in, 
and I started volunteering at the 
Journal office. I spent half of my time 
helping out on the publication, and 
the other half trying to get a free 
sailboat. Because yuppies abandon 
their boats, derelict boats are often 
given away for free, anywhere with 
a bit of coast. 

All of winter was spent squatting, 
sleeping on friends' floors, fighting 
pneumonia, and helping out with 
the Organizers' Conference at 
Fisheating Creek. It still amazes 
me that these Everglades Earth 
First! folks were able to relocate 
the Journal, publish the second 


placed hole in the hull just below 
the water line would take care of. 
Maybe a few thousand sunken 
ships would aid in the regrowth of 
the only living coral reef system in 
the US, the Florida barrier reef. 

Sailing has been my reconnection 
with nature. The feel of wind 
rushing through the sails on a 
close-hulled tack, how truly blue 
the deep ocean is, the moment of 
panic as a squall approaches, the 
feeling of insignificance against an 
unwavering sea..... For me, it is not 
about mastering the seas, but rather 
working with them and adapting to 
them. I willingly lay myself before 
the mercy of the ocean. 

Recently, three of us Joumalistas 
took to a sailing trip in the Florida 
Keys to help move a friend's boat, 
S.U. Dolphin, up to Lake Worth. 
Being the only one of us with sailing 
experience, I was a bit nervous 
about our potential success. We 
encountered squalls, choppy seas, 
and cold rain. Panagioti and 1 spent 
most of our days throwing up, as 


always think first about how it felt 
to be there, with friends, sailing by 
the light of the moon. 

One day I will leave Lake Worth, 
and sail off into whatever troubles 
await me. For now, I gladly toil 
away many, unfathomable hours 
hunched over a computer in the 
darkest and hottest corner of the 
back room office. Working on 
the Journal affords me the unique 
opportunity of corresponding with 
my heroes, both in jail and out, 
reporting on the actions of our 
friends all around the world, taking 
an active role in one of the best 
functioning consensus processes 
I've encountered, and at the end of 
every day there is a part of me that 
believes, with conviction, that we 
are making a difference. So please, 
keep sending us your letters, we 
will keep getting your voice out 
there. 

Fair Winds, 
—Jackie Eyrie 



edition of the 30th Anniversary the heavy waves lapped against 
issue, organize the OC and post- the starboard side. At one point, 
rondy action, all in the span of I lost nerve climbing the mast in 
about 3 months. the tumble, to re-rig the foresail 

Towards the end of winter, I was halyard. It befell Russ to climb to 
asked to be the newest short-term the top, and his legs shook nonstop 
collective member. Also around for three hours afterward, 
this time, I got a sailboat and Despite how it may sound, 
started living on it. everything went well. Clouds kept 

The boat I live on is a 26ft (8m) the blistering sun obscured, there 
sloop, named Witch of the Waste, were steady, cooler winds, and 
and is anchored in the Intracoastal at night the sky was full of stars, 
Waterway, which stretches almost unobstructed by city lights, 
continuously from Miami to On the second night of our 
Maine. As long as a boat is not sail, we encountered a squall that 
within the red and green channel pushed us over a shallow rubble 
markers, it can be anchored for free pile. The rudder was damaged and 
anywhere up the entire coast. I use our ability to steer was greatly 
a photovoltaic panel to charge a hindered. We took a tow and 
battery that I use for electricity, I spent the rest of the weekend 
live without refrigeration, and use in a boat yard. Through sheer 
a small fan. It's the closest thing to determination (and the assistance 
off-the-grid autonomy I have been of an unlikely yard employee 
able to attain. I have begun to scoff that lived on-site) we labored on, 
at amenities. tirelessly. In the end, the boat was 

The more time I spend in the fixed, and all things considered, 
water, the more disdain I have the boat's owner, Brenna Bean, 
for powerboats. Every day an was pretty fucking cool about our 
innumerable amount of them speed tribulations, 
through the waters I live in; their Sailing is fucking hard, but it 
fast motors destroying everything is absolutely beautiful, and I will 
in their path. It's a problem a well 


photograph ofS.V. Dolphin, courtesy of Brenna Bean 



Photos from the 

I 


in Montana 





Daily Planet Publishing 
Earth First! Journal 
PO Box 964 
Lake Worth, FL 33460 

Return Service Requested 


Cascadia Forest Defenders, Orcjjon, Summer 201 1 


$6.50 US Volume 31 #4 






Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Aguamala, Panagioti, Russ, and Jackie, eds., 

Earth First! Journal 32, no. 1 (December 2011). 

Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7265 


Ah rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 


The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 



X "A 

' ■. v- ' 

\ %Z % % if G) pi i £ T %)t&. 

ofimotherteart^^^™ 




The history of human domestication 
is a clash between the wild and the 
civilized, and we continue to live in spite 
of civilization's progress, not because of 
it. Somewhere around the last 2000 years, 
civilization could have easily been realized 
as a failed experiment and our species 
would have moved on with evolving 
towards a more free and harmonious 
animal. Instead, civilization became the 
deepest root of oppression. It got propped 
up by church, state, industry, patriarchy, 
white power. As a result, thousands of 
known human cultures and entire non- 
human species have been wiped out in a 
relative blink-of-the-eye. 


Slavery spread rampant — human and 
non-human — and efforts to abolish it have 
thus far only succeeded in dispersing it. 
Between the extreme personal debts of 
the "first world" and the growing national 
debts of the rest of world, the number 
of people who are not free to pursue our 
desired future are growing every day — 
never mind the number of people in literal 
cages while corporations make profit off 
prisons. There's not an isolated problem of 
"overpopulation" as many people who are 
trying to get to the root of the ecological 
crisis often complain. The problem is 
civilization — a system based on constant 
expansion. It takes a lot of slaves and dead 
ecosystems to accomplish... 

Until it kills itself. 


It seems that the message of the Occupy 
Wall Street movement could be scratching 
the surface on all of this. Of course, if the 
movement succumbs to liberal democrats 
and voter registration drives, we can add it 
to the junk heap of failed attempts in the 
centuries-old fight for land and freedom. 
It should be painfully obvious by now, we 
need to strike deeper. 


You have in your hands a cultural and 
tactical guide to Earth liberation and the 
redemption of the wild spirit. 


Should you find yourself alone in a world 
rapidly dying, know that there are many 
like you and a resistance is forming that 
awaits your support. 


Live Wild or Die Tryin' 
— The Earth First! Journal Collective 
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If Deep' 

THE OCCUPY MOVEMENT MERGED... 

/ ^ REFLECTIONS FROM GREECE. FALL 2011 


'marine, tis many-ttf'vou already probably have, if thousands of people occupied local refineries, roads, ports, oil and mining extraction sites, etc. - in 
alter wools, imagine i / people occupied the locations where the l"'n destroy the hind and exploit humans... Imagine their stoek prices falling, their cash 
‘low being interrupted, their ability to get loans and/or expand “production " — a euphemism for converting living beings into dead products— finished, 
hnagine if we were able to stop them, stop the 7%. Literally. Not symbolically. — erom DGR’s Open Letter to the Occupy movement 


BY PANAGIOTI, EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL EDITORIAL COLLECTIVE 

The "open letter" from Deep Green Resistance (DGR) distributed to 
participants of the Occupy movement this Fall may have come across 
as a bit vague to those unfamiliar with the recent book and online 
network under the DGR banner. But those who know DGR and its 
proposed strategy of Decisive Ecological Warfare [which has been re- 
printed as an insert with this issue of the EF! Journal] are likely imagin- 
«• ing what it might really look like if there were more overlap between 
DGR and Occupy folks. 

Would those engaging the public through their full-time encamp- 
ments around the world — with over 400 listed in the online directory 
at the time of writing this — embrace a concurrent underground resis- 
tance effort along similar lines? 

The DGR strategy references a couple dozen historical examples 
of popular movements doing just that — from the efforts that ended 
apartheid in South Africa to the local forces that whittled away at Nazi 
occupation across Europe in World War II. 

Of course, there are efforts here and now doing the same thing 
around the world — most of them in less developed countries. One ex- 
ample is MEND, Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Del- 
ta, which is fighting a guerilla resistance backed by popular support 
against Shell Oil and a corrupt government in the most polluted place 
on the planet. Their struggle is mentioned briefly in the DGR book and 
has also been covered by the Earth First! Journal in the past. 

Another example, which is not in the book (but was touched on 
briefly in the Journal last year), is visible in Greece right now. 

In many ways, Greece is much closer to home for the Occupy world, 
since the current trend of public occupations was largely kicked off in 

continued on pg. 4 
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On October 1, 2011, neariy 
3,000 people marched down 
central Athens in solidarity 
with the imprisoned members 
ofEA (Revolutionary Struggle), 
Pola Roupa, Kostas Goumas 
and Nikos Maziotis, as well 
as those also persecuted for the 
same case Christoforos Korte- 
sis, Sarantos Nikitopoulos, 
Vaggelis Stathopoulos, Marie 
Beracha and Kostas Katsenas, 
chanting “ The States are the 
only terrorists! Solidarity with 
the guerrilla fighters !’ 


(continued from pg 1) 

Athens' Syntagma Square this summer. That occupa- 
tion camp was responding to the crisis manufactured 
by the European Union to manage the crumbling 
global economy by installing austerity measures in ex- 
change for state bailouts... But I digress, probably be- 
cause I'm writing this from a bus pulling into Athens, 
ironically, on the eve of Oxi Day — a national holiday 
celebrating the Greek anti-fascist resistance in WWII. 
Back to the point at hand. 

This week in Greece, the trial of Epanastatikos Ago- 
nas (EA) began, amidst strikes and riots related to the 
austerity proposal this month. Members of EA (that's 
"Revolutionary Struggle" in English) have taken re- 
sponsibility for their participation in the group, which 
claimed dozens of actions against government and in- 
dustry targets over the past several years. Their wide- 
spread support is visible all over the country in demon- 
strations, graffiti, posters and dozens of websites. 

While Occupy has set up tents to make a point 
about banks being culprits of social and ecological 
ills, EA attacked the banks a bit more directly. In 2009 
they attempted to blow up a Citibank headquarters in 
Athens. It didn't work out — the bomb was discovered 
and dismantled — so they followed up by blowing up 
a branch of the bank instead. And when they were 
falsely accused of risking mass casualties, they refut- 
ed it with precision in a public statement explaining 
their motivations and the safety measures taken. That 
statement is online and worth a read if you are curious 
to get sense of where they are coming from. 

After several delays, due primarily to general strikes 
in Athens, the trial of EA began October 24. The de- 
fendants opened with an articulation of why they do 
not recognize the legitimacy of the court, seeing it as 
an extension of the same system they are fighting. 
Their defense also includes a technical challenge on 
lack of evidence linking the individuals to the alleged 
crimes. Three of the accused have taken responsibility 
for involvement with the group, but have not con- 
fessed to the charges against them — which include 
accusations of terrorism (even though they have no 
charges related to actions targeting civilians). 

The case has been put on hold and there is a pending 
request for the European Court of Human Rights to 


oversee the basic procedural principles in trying the 
EA members for their alleged crimes, not simply for 
their political affiliations. I offer these details on the 
case to give a glimpse of what it means to have broad 
social backing for militant direct action. 

There are several other groups and individuals in 
Greece who have also taken the path of underground 
resistance, with much aboveground support; Their 
legacy too is literally written on the walls, usually with 
spray paint. Some of them are household names. For 
example, Vassilis Paleokostas, the famous bank rob- 
ber, who distributes liberated money from banks into 
small villages and has escaped from prison multiple 
times, via helicopter assistance. 

Plenty of other current examples exist, similar sto- 
ries of underground resisters who choose to reject af- 
filiations with conventional politics — as the Occupy 
movement has also thankfully done — and received 
public support. However we usually only hear about 
their underground efforts in mainstream news when 
they get caught. Take the recent case of the II Silves- 
tre 3, who went to trial in Switzerland this summer. 
The individuals in this case, and the group they are 
involved with, are allegedly responsible for several at- 
tacks against elite technology targets. They were sen- 
tenced to over three years in a Swiss prison for an at- 
tempted attack on a nanotech laboratory being built 
by IBM. They will reportedly face additional time un- 
der Italy's anti-terrorism laws — although, again, they 
did not target civilians. 

There are many more actions going under the radar 
of people who don't read the dozens of communi- 
ques posted online at sites like ContraInfo.espiv.net or 
325.nostate.net. Take note that for every person ar- 
rested in underground activity, actions multiply in 
their honor. 

While few of these groups embrace a strict policy on 
the use of violence, their actions tend to target proper- 
ty not people. A statistic on the Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF) in the US comes to mind: in being associated 
with over 1,200 documented actions, totaling over 
$100 million in damages over more than 15 years, not 
one injury has been reported, let alone anyone being 
killed. The ELF actually does have a policy against in- 
juring people, and still the State prosecuted many of 
those arrested for alleged ELF actions as terrorists. 

In a time when many are jumping on the Occupy 
bandwagon, including groups like the AFL-CIO and 
Sierra Club (who issued a national statement of sup- 
port for the movement, although they still techni- 
cally have a policy against members engaging in civil 
disobedience), what direction will the public occupa- 
tions take? 

Let me be clear, I am not suggesting that the Occupy 
movement should have to make a choice between 
DGR and Sierra. It's not an either/or scenario. At least 
not for me — I'm both a Sierra Club member and a 
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Captions from top to bottom, left 
to right: Occupy Oakland on Nov. 
2, shutting down the port with this 
biocentric and/or anti-patriarchy 
banner; Oakland cop car gets 
smashld up; Poster calls for Dec 12 
port shutdown; Oakland Commune 
gets evicted Nov 15; Occupy 
Oakland follows through on Dec 
12. In addition, Portland, Longview 
and Vancouver have shut down 
their Ports. Houston is tear-gassed, 
in Seattle, flash bang grenades and 
tear gas are deployed. San Diego 
riot police break up picket lines. 
Both Oycupy Denver and Occupy 
Salt Lake City blockade Wal-Mart 
distribution centers; Oakland isn't 



the only rebellious and photogenic 
Occupy effort in the US. The orginal 
occupation camp, Zuccotti park on 
Wall Street, is re-taken momentarily 
on New Year's Eve, with barricades 
pulled up while police were pre- 
occupied in Times Square... 
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suspect on the Joint Terrorism Task Force watch-list. 
Really, it's a challenge to see if we can ditch the hori- 
zontal hostility and move forward where we agree, as 
effectively as possible. 

The real question of interest: Is there actually a 
movement afoot capable of interjecting on the brink 
of ecological collapse and stopping the global eco- 
nomic system from simultaneously crushing what's 
left of the planet's biodiversity and humanity's social 
freedom? If there is even a slight chance in hell that 
the answer is "yes," then let's really go for it. 

It seems few disagree these days, from Occupiers 
to Tea Partiers, that corporations and governments 
are full of shit. We live under what is best described 
as a global dictatorship of the market. It's a regime 
enforced by an expensive police state at home and 
military empire abroad. And it's only a matter of time 
before these forces respond as they did in Oakland, 
Boston, Portland, Seattle, Athens, etc. 

Overthrowing the global economic system is just 
as relevant today as ending fascism, apartheid or co- 
lonialism has been in decades past. Unfortunately, 
the task of resistance movements today is quite a bit 
broader. The targets are more widespread and amor- 
phous; no doubt this is by design of the elite, "the 
1%." But it’s not impossible. It can't be — after all, it's 
infrastructure was built by us, the other 99% (give or 
take a few decimal points.)- 

So, what do you think? Is this something to bring 
up for discussion at your next general assembly? Just 
remember your basic security culture protocols. And 
keep an eye out for Brandon Darby lurking around... 


P.S. As I prepared to post this on the EF! Newswire (where 
it appeared originally), the Greek government's national 
Oxi Day parade, featuring tanks and soldiers of the state 
repressing today's resistance, was canceled by mass pro- 
tests in the street's of Thessaloniki. In Kalamata and other 
cities, eggs are thrown at politicians in the parade. 
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Artwork from the Greek resistance to facists occupation in the 1940s, 
before “occupy" was a hip term. The original print is credited to 
Thoma Molou in the book December of 1944. 


DECOLONIZE 

WALLSTREET 



DECOLONIZE THE 00% 


A poster from indigenous activists in North America, calling for a 
' decolonization ’ movement, pointing out that the country is already 
under armed " occupation ’ by the US empire. 
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Celebrate the re- 
birth of the sun as Yule 
marks the beginning oj 
its journey to the high 
skies. With each pass- 
ing day, the sun will 
* shine a little brighter 
and a little longer. 
Feast and drink plenty 
| of ale for you will need 
it to keep you warm 
and cozy this winter. 
Remember the efforts 
of those who have 
vorked all summer am 
fall growing and har- 
vesting the food and 
rebellion that sustains 
you for the winter. 




Compiled by the EF! Journal Collective 

Dec 6 - Seven Vermonters arrested blocking 
construction at Lowell Wind project: They are ac- 
cused of standing in the way of construction vehicles 
on Green Mountain Power's Lowell wind project. Pro- 
testers sought to block vehicles from operating on land 
under dispute of ownership. 

Dec 5 - Bhopal survivors blockade railway on 
27th anniversary of disaster: Thousands gather in 
Bhopal to call on the Indian government to boycott the 
2012 Olympic Games in London because Dow Chemical 
is an official sponsor. Activists blocked railway tracks to 
protest the ongoing denial of compensation payments to 


victims despite a $148 million plan unveiled earlier this 
year. The "Rail Roko" [railway blockade] was organized 
at four points from Nishatpura to Barkhedi railway cross- 
ing the city as survivors squatted and laid on the tracks. 
At Barkhedi crossing police dragged away elderly female 
survivors and cane-charged people mercilessly. Protestors 
took to stone pelting and arson, causing the police to 
retreat. The Bhopal District Collector and City Superin- 
tendent of Police (CSP) were injured in the heavy stone 
pelting. Four vehicles and a number of, two wheelers 
were torched. 

Nov 30 - O'odham elder pepper sprayed dur- 
ing Anti-ALEC actions, seven arrested, Phoenix, 
Arizona: Mass-mobilization and actions held through 





the end of the week against the American Legislative 
Exchange Council (ALEC) conference. David Ortega, To- 
hono O'odham native and veteran, suffered a stroke af- 
ter being pepper sprayed by police and was mshed to the 
hospital. Hundreds marched and converged in Scotts- 
dale, A Z for ALEC's annual "States and Nation Summit". 
[For more information on ALEC, see the EF! Journal, Mabon, 
October 201 1, page 34 ] . On Dec 2, Indigenous Dine' (Na- 
vajo) and O'odham elders & supporters block the en- 
trance to Salt River Project Headquarters (SRP) in Tempe, 
Arizona, for more than six and a half hours, resulting in 
16 people arrested. SRP purchases coal now being mined 
out of tribal land in the Black Mesa area. Coal mining 
has destroyed thousands of archeological sites and com- 
promised the community's only water source. Opera- 
tions are causing widespread respiratory problems, lung 
diseases, and other health impacts on humans, the envi- 
ronment, and all living things. 



Members of O'odham commimity and activists from around the continent 
resist ALEC, Alex Soto on right, Nov 30, Scottsdale, AZ 


Nov 28 - Anti-tar sands protesters blockade 
transportation office in London: Activists from 
Greenpeace blockade the entrances to the Department 
for Transport (DfT) building using chains, plywood 
boards and cars, with the aim of stopping any deal that 
would see petrol refined from tar sands oil being sold 
at UK petrol pumps. Sixteen activists were arrested after 
the two main doorways into the ministry were closed off 
for more than seven hours. 

Nov 18 - "Timber barons are the 1%!" Occupy 
Eugene meets Forest Defense: Cascadia Forest De- 
fenders and marchers with Occupy Eugene shut down 
Umpqua Bank from noon to closing. Activists raised a 
banner reading "Stumpqua funds clearcuts," and soft 
blockaded both customer entrances. Umpqua, which 
was the first stop in a series of N17 Occupy Eugene 
bank closures, chose to lock its doors rather than call 
on law enforcement. 

Nov 16 - Eight arrested at Bank of America head- 
quarters: Protest against Bank of America's reckless fi- 
nancing practices, including the bank's role as the lead 
financier of coal. Two people were arrested after unfurling 


a banner reading "Not with Our Money" from atop two 
50-foot flagpoles at the Bank of America's headquarters in 
downtown Charlotte, North Carolina. Six more arrested 
below — two while supporting the climbers, and four while 
blocking the main entrance to the bank's headquarters. 



Protesters destroy drilling samples at a would-be iron mine near Hrazdan 


Nov 9 - Protests continue against iron mining 
in Armenia: About two hundred residents of the cen- 
tral Armenian town of Hrazdan protest against the open- 
ing of an iron mine. Bounty Resources Armenia Limited 
(BRAL), a company partly owned by a Chinese firm, plans 
to launch open-pit operations there and in two other, 
larger iron deposits elsewhere in the country in the com- 
ing years. Protesters smashed wooden boxes containing 
drilling samples. Police officers monitoring the demon- 
stration did not intervene. 

Nov 8 - Ogonis protest non-implementation of 
oil clean-up, Nigeria: More than 2,000 Ogoni people 
in Rivers State protest in Port Harcourt against the fail- 
ure to implement a UN Environment Program (UNEP) 
report on the oil impacted sites in Ogoniland. The re- 
port called on the Federal Government to take urgent 
steps to clean oil impacted sites in Ogoniland to save 
the lives of residents. 

Nov 7 -Thousands surround White House in op- 
position toTransCanada pipeline: Environmentalists 
and social justice activists opposed to TransCanada's Key- 
stone XL pipeline encircled the White House, urging Pres- 
ident Barack Obama to reject the project even if it means 
overruling his own State Department. The $7 billion pipe- 
line would carry oil from Alberta across Montana, South 
Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas to Gulf 
Coast refineries. 

Nov 7 - Protest against planned gold mine in Ro- 
mania: About a dozen people occupy a historic building 
in the Romanian city of Cluj in protest of plans to mine 
gold in a nearby heritage area. The company, Rosia Mon- 
tana Gold Corporation, a subsidiary of Gabriel Resources, 
wants to extract 300 metric tons of gold at the site in 
north-central Romania using a cyanide process, which is 
banned in several countries. 

Oct 31 - Portland Rising Tide resurrects undead 
army against coal. A zombie army against coal marched 


from Occupy Portland to Bank of America branches in 
downtown. One protestor, Tim Swenson, was arrested for 
allegedly smearing red com syrup., or, uh, zombie guts, 
on the exterior of the bank. 

Oct 27 - Belo Monte Dam construction site is 
occupied by 400 indigenous people, fishermen 
and community members: The occupation was a col- 
lective decision made by 700 representatives from local 
communities who attended a seminar against the Belo 
Monte Dam held the week before. Participating groups 



Images of resistance to Belo Monte Dam 


released a statement saying: "In the face of the Br azili an 
government's intransigence to dialogue and continuing 
disrespect, we occupied the Belo Monte construction site 


Sept 29 - Mass mobilization defeats Genetically 
Modified rice in Spain: Valencia's local government 
has revoked the permit of an Italian pharmaceutical 
company to experiment with rice combined with hu- 
man genes in Vinaros, Castellon. After protests from so- 
cial, ecological and peasant organizations, the Valencian 
Committee of Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO), 
which depends on the Council of Agriculture, has re- 
jected this dangerous crop. 

Sept 27 - ALF takes responsibility for Idaho fur 
store arson: The Rocky Mountain Fur & Fireworks lo- 
cated about 30 miles northwest of Boise was set ablaze 
for its capitalization on wild coyote and bobcat pelts sold 
from that store. The building reportedly held thousands 
of chemically treated animal skins. 

Sept 20 - Major anti-pollution protests in China 
force government to take action: In Haining, citizens 
temporarily shut down an american-owned solar panel 
factory. In Dalian, citizens successfully got the removal of 
a chemical plant. 

Sept 17 - Occupy Wall Street begins in NYC... 

Sept 5 - Turkish protesters halt power plant 
construction, burn drilling equipment: Turkish 
residents and environmental activists barricaded sev- 
eral roads leading to the village of Yaykil. They blocked 
the movement of construction crews from the Anadolu 
Group, which is partnered with McDonalds and Coca 
Cola, that is attempting to build a geothermal plant 


and blocked the Trans-Amazon highway. We demand a 
definitive cancellation of the Belo Monte Dam." 

Oct 23 - More senseless dolphin killing in the in- 
famous Cove ofTaiji, Japan: The dolphin killers drove 
in a pod of 10 to 12 Risso's dolphins into the Cove and 
brutally murdered the entire pod, including a baby. 

Oct 22 - Blockade at proposed gas hub in Wal- 
madan, western Australia: A protester tied himself to 
a communications tower near a proposed gas hub site in 
the Kimberley to stop survey work for the controversial 
project. The protester scaled a tower and was suspended 
by a rope that was strung across an access road, effectively 
blocking Woodside Petroleum from using the road. 

Oct 10 - Chinook salmon liberation frees 60,000: 
After 40,000 were released on Oct 5th, the largest animal 
release to date, an unknown assailant snuck into the 
Romberg Tiburon Center for Environmental Studies, for 
the second time in a week, and cut loose the salmon be- 
ing raised by students and volunteers for an annual fish 
restoration project. The fish were contained in 16-by-25 
-by-8-foot pens at densities that were clearly inhumane 
and unnatural for any salmon. 

Sept 29 - Evo Morales pressured to suspend high- 
way construction: Indigenous peoples' 40-day protest 
march causes Bolivian President Evo Morales to suspend 
construction of a major highway through indigenous 
land in the Amazon rainforest. The march was brought 
to an abmpt halt when police used tear gas and batons to 
disperse the 1,000 protesters. 


against local residents wishes. 
Activists and the police ex- 
changed volleys of rocks and 
pepper spray. Twenty-five ac- 
tivists and four police were re- 
ported injured. On September 
6, a large drilling vehicle parked 
on the outskirts of town was 
completely destroyed by fire. 
Police are currently investigat- 
ing the sabotage. 

Mid-Aug - Campesinos de- 
stroy part of an experimen- 
tal field of GMO maize: Dur- 
ing the second week of August 
2011 an unknown number of 
people have destroyed part of 
an experimental field of GM 
maize seeds owned by Pioneer. 
The area, located between the 
towns of Valdivia and Zurba- 
ran, had been requested by the 
company to be opened to the 
following GMO maize variet- 
ies: 1057, 59122 maize, NK603. 
This field is one of the three re- 
quested this year by Monsanto 
and Pioneer companies to ex- 
periment with transgenic com. 
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Winter/Spring 2012 Announcements:For» 


Feb 16-20 EF! Organizer's Conference & Winter Rendez- 
vous! Make a stand for the wild at Mystic Hot Springs in Monroe 
Utah, with a Poet’s Night to Howl and Seeds of Peace. For more 
info go to: efoc2012.webstarts.com, saltlakeearthfirst.wOrdpress.com, 
skillstour@gmail.com, (406) 721-8427 
Feb 16-20 Winter Witch Camp: Western Wisconsin. Visit 
www.witchcamp.org, winterwitchcampl3@yahoo.com, (612) 284- 
2948, Winter Witch Camp c/o Glimmer Skuld, 3824 Standish Ave. 
S Minneapolis, MN 55407-3029 

March 1-4 ELAW: 30th Annual Environmental Law Confer- 
ence: Public Interest Environmental Law Conference (PIELC). Over 
125 panels, workshops, and multi-media presentations addressing 
a broad spectrum of environmental law and advocacy. Go to: 

WWW.P1ELC.ORG 

April 19-23 Spring Regional Rendezvous with Katuah 
Earth First! in Southern Appalachia (details TBA). Get info at: 
KATUAHEARTHFIRST@RISEUP.NET, (828) 301-6683 

May 24- Commemoration of bombing of Judi Bari: Gath- 
er every year on the anniversary, at the time of the bombing: 11:30 
AM on Park Blvd. in Oakland, near intersection of E. 33rd and Park 
Blvd. Contact: 510-548-3113, bach@headwaterspreserve.org 


pdated calendar visit NEWSWIRE.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORC 


Submissions 
to the EF! Journal 
encouraged! Articles, 
action stories, updates 
from your bio-regions, 
illustrations, art 
6 featured artist 
profiles, photographs, 
poetry, tips, book/ 
film reviews, short 
stories and more! 
Maximum of 3,000 
words. Pictures and 
images should be high 
resolution (300 dpi). 




For Updates on Direct Action News from Around the World, check 

WWW.NEWSWIRE.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 


Earth First! ToolBox: 

Contamination of woodchips destined to become 
paper can cost industry lots of money. Items such as 
plastic wrappers, nylon rope, cups, eating utensils, 
pens, and even hard hats have fallen onto convey- 
ors and vats. Particles of plastic in the pulpwood do 
their damage after the final product — paper — has left 
the mill. Plastic specks in paper cause problems pri- 
marily because the plastic melts when heated. Plas- 
tic melts and sticks to rollers during manufacturing, 
plastic particles in computer paper have melted and 
gummed up computer equipment, etc. It takes only 
ten pinhead size specks per bale of pulp to ruin the 
whole shipment and one foot of polypropylene rope 
will produce approximately one million specks. The 
particles are almost impossible to remove from the 
pulping process. 

Of course, unless someone actually works in. a 
mill, or has access to the trucks that haul the chips 
to a pulp mill (these distinctive-looking tracks are a 
common sight in some woodland areas), it won't be 
easy to contaminate the wood after it has been re- 
duced to chips. But this leaves the charming possibil- 
ity of "contaminating” the trees before they are cut 
and reduced to chips so that they will be undesirable 
as pulp. Holes could be drilled (using a bit and brace) 
in trees in an area destined for pulpwood cutting. 
The hole needs to be slightly larger than your rope 
diameter. Take a small segment of polypropylene 
rope and tamp it all the way into the hole. Then fill 
the remainder of the hole with a caulking material, 
and camouflage as in any spiking operation. Activists 
in British Columbia are also using Styrofoam cups, 
foam ear plugs, and similar materials to "soft spike” 
trees slated for pulping. One advantage is that this 
spiking is not dangerous to workers. 

From Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 


Earth First! Directory 

* For a more complete listing of EF! contacts, 
venues and affiliated groups, contact the Jour- 
nal or check our online directory at earthfirst- 

JOURNAL.ORG 

US Groups: 

California 

Diablo EF! (Bay Area) 

diabloearthfirst@gmail . com 
EF! Humboldt 
contactefhum@gmail . com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 

sierranevadaearthfirst@gmail.com 

Colorado 

High Country EF! 

highcountryearthfirst@riseup.net 
Florida 

Everglades EF! 

evergladesearthfirst.org 
Idaho 

Northern Rockies EF! 

http://nref.wordpress.com 
Kansas 

Great Planes EF! 

dannyheim@hotmail.com 
Maine 

Maine EF! 
maine.earth-first.net/ 

North Carolina 

Katuah Earth First! 

katuahearthfirst@riseup.net 

Croatan Earth First! 

CROATANEARTHnRST.WORDPRESS.COM 

New York 

Genessee Valley EF! 


Genessee: gvef.rocus.org 

Fingerlakes EF! 

FINGERLAKESEARTHFIRST.ORG 

Hudson Valley EF! 

hudsonvalleyearthfirst@gmail.com 

Ohio 

Oberlin EF! 

oberlinearthfirst@gmail .com 
Oregon 

Blue Mountain Biodiversity 
Project, 27803 Williams Ln, Fos- 
sil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! - Eugene 
cascadiaef@gmail.com 
Cascadia EF! - Portland 
cascadia_ef@riseup.net 
Tennessee 
Three Rivers EF! 
annebonnylives@yahoo.com 
Virgina 
RVA EF! 

rvaearthfirst@yahoo.com 

International Groups: 
Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

Canada 

Elaho EF!: zoe@wildcoast.ca 

UK Earth First! Action Update 

earthfirst.org.uk 

Germany 

efgermanycontact@googlemail.com 

Italy 

earthfirstpadova@ymail.com 
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By Wendy Keefover and Mark Salvo 


W blf 527 was born into the Druid wolf pack of the 
Lamar Valley in Yellowstone National Park in 2002. 
She sported a fluffy black coat and startling am- 
ber eyes. She hunted elk, gave birth to numerous pups, and 
founded her own pack. A highly intelligent creature, Wolf 527 
lived by her wits and maintained her pack in an area whefe 
four other packs had previously failed. She vigilantly avoid- 
ed humans. But in 2009, while hunting outside of the Park's 
boundary, she was felled by a gun and treachery. Wolf 527 was 
one of the first wolves taken during state-regulated wolf hunts 
in Montana and Idaho. This is her account, and the story of 
the policies that failed her. 

Most of the founding members of the Druids were captured 
in Canada and released into the Yellowstone in 1996, the sec- 
ond year wolves were restored to the Northern Rockies. The 
Druids prevented other wolf packs from incursion into their 
territory while they themselves seized large tracts from other 
packs in the Lamar Valley. At its peak, the Druid pack num- 
bered 37 members, the largest wolf pack ever recorded. 

In 2003, as a yearling, Wolf 527 left the Druids to join the 
Slough Creek pack, which had been founded by her sister, 
Wolf 217, another former Druid. A year later, Wolf 527 bested 
other pack members to become the Slough Creek pack's beta 
female, second only to the alpha female in a wolf pack. 

Much to biologists' surprise, four Slough Creek females gave 
birth to pups in 2005. Before that point, most believed that 



only the dominant alpha pair in a pack would breed. But in 
2005, distemper ravaged the band of new pups; three sur- 



WblftS27 receives a radio collar 
Yellowstone National Park 


Dan Stabler, US Fish & Wildlife Service 


vived, however, including 527's daughter/the "Dark Female." 
She was so named by wolf watchers and biologists because of 
her distinctive ebony coat. 

In January 2006, Park Service biologists fitted Wolf 527 with 
a radio collar. It soon fell off, and in December, she was re- 
outfitted with another. The radio collar enabled researchers 
to detect her whereabouts, so they could glean information 
about the life of wolves in Yellowstone, including information 
about reproduction, movements and behavior. With the help 
of Wolf 527, the Slough Creek pack, eventually took over the 
Lamar Valley from the Druids. 

Wolves continually battle each other for territory and 
resources. In 2006, rival wolves laid a dramatic siege on the 
Slough Creek pack. Observers named the intruders "the 
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Unknowns" because they wore no radio collars and 
suddenly appeared in Yellowstone from the forests 
outside the Park. For twelve days, the Unknowns 
encamped outside the den of the Slough Creek pack 
females. The females, perhaps numbering six, including 
527, survived on liquid alone, hurriedly nipping at 
snow at the den's entrance and then retreating back 
into the den. 

Under these hostile conditions, the females rallied. 
They escaped the den under cover of darkness and met 
up with their male pack mates. In the ensuing battle, the 
Slough Creek pack drove the interlopers away. The cost of 
the struggle included the loss of all the pups that year. Ap- 
parently, they had been consumed because the biologists 
who entered the den after the siege found no remains. 

In 2007, Wolf 527 took a mate and, along with her 
daughter, the Dark Female, and a couple of large males, 
founded the Cottonwood pack. The Dark Female 
would flow between the Cottonwood and the Slough 
Creek packs. 

Wolf watchers declared Wolf 527 an unusually wary 
alpha female, and one who had talenfs not achieved 
by others — either before or since — because the Cot- 
tonwood pack managed to thrive in marginal habitat 
situated on the northern boundary of the Park. It was 
centered between two rival camps, the Slough Creek 
pack and the Leopold pack. Four other wolf packs in 
this territory had previously failed. No wolf pack has 
succeeded in this area since. 

The Cottonwood pack proved a mystery to research- 
ers and wolf watchers. Its members avoided roads and 
often travelled outside of the Park to feed, perhaps 
even on gut piles left by human hunters, but Wolf 527 
always denned with her pups inside the Park. 

The Dark Female, 527's daughter and one of the three 
pups that had survived the 2005 distemper outbreak, 
proved hearty. In one instance, a biologist watched her 
chase a healthy elk for 2.5 miles. The Dark Female's 
19 Slough Creek pack mates fell back, but she never 
relented. When the exhausted elk finally stopped in a 
river, the Dark Female was still in pursuit and her other 
pack mates finally loped up behind her. The elk landed 
powerful kicks on some of the wolves. Some went un- 
derwater. But the wolf pack, lead by the athletic Dark 
Female, won this day, and the Sloughs fed on the elk. 

In February 2009, the Dark Female was captured by 
Park Service biologists and outfitted with a radio col- 
lar of her own; she was renamed Wolf 716. Now Park 
Service biologists could monitor both Wolf 527 and 
Wolf 716. The Cottonwood pack, so visually elusive, 
suddenly gave trace. 

While Wolf 527's signal could be detected, she rarely 
made herself visible. Wolf 527 would not cross a road 
when people were about, but would cross after quiet 
nightfall, especially when provisioning for her pups. 

In April 2009, Wolf 527 denned and produced five 
new pups, three black and two gray. In July, Wolf 527's 


collar stopped transmitting data and so the only re- 
maining- working collar in the Cottonwood pack be- 
longed to Wolf 716. 

• • • 

On September 24, 2009, a party of hunters led by 
an outfitter shot Wolf 716 and the Cottonwood alpha 
male, 527's mate, when the two wolves stepped from 
the safety of the Park. On October 3, 2009, another 
outfitter shot Wolf 527 outside of the Park. Wilder- 
ness packs, unused to people, are easily "howled" in 
to rifle range. 

The year, 2009, marked the first legal wolf hunt in 
Montana in decades. Yellowstone wolf watcher Laurie 
Lyman lamented, "527 had a strategy for every natural 
situation, but was not able to out think the rifle." In 
2009, human hunters killed a total of six members of 
the Cottonwood pack. Some may have been Wolf 527's 
yearling pups. 

The Yellowstone Wolf Project studies the reproduc- 
tive success of wolves in the Park. Wolf 527 was studied 
for the majority of her life span. Unlike other subjects, 
Wolf 527 had remained alive for a long period, and 
had not dispersed from the Park. Her death marked the 
loss of an important research subject. The project had 
received a $480,000 grant from the taxpayer-funded 
National Science Foundation. The cost of each radio- 
collared wolf was approximately $1,500, including the 
labor of collaring each wolf and the collar itself. The 
wolf hunt frustrated a number of other Yellowstone- 
based studies, including ones involving wolf behavior 
and elk-wolf predation. 

Wolf hunting has tested peoples' values and beliefs. 
For some, the return of the wolf provokes images of sav- 
agery and brutality, but for others, it is the return of an 
iconic, highly social, ecosystem engineer that rightfully 
belongs in North American forests and grasslands. To 
date, 361 have been hunted and trapped in Montana 
and Idaho. 

Eliminating ESA protection for wolves 

In February 2008, the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) eliminated Endangered Species Act (ESA) protec- 
tions for gray wolves in the Northern Rockies in Ida- 
ho, Montana, and Wyoming, and portions of Oregon, 
Washington and Utah. Northern Rockies' wolves were 
without protection for the first time since they were re- 
introduced to Yellowstone and Idaho 14 years earlier. 

Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar reaffirmed the 
Bush-era decision to remove protections for gray wolves 
in Idaho, Montana and portions of Oregon, Washington 
and Utah, but retained ESA listing for wolves in Wyo- 
ming because the state's "management plan" called for 
"shooting on sight" any wolf that stepped outside the 
bounds of Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Park. 

Secretary Salazar's "wolf rule" went into effect in 
May 2009. Montana and Idaho immediately called 
for wolf hunts that allowed 500 wolves to be shot by 



hunters, in addition to other wolf kills 
purportedly done to protect livestock. 

In announcing the new wolf rule, Secre- 
tary Salazar indicated that Idaho and Mon - 3,000 

tana should not be "punished" for Wyo- 
ming's failure to offer a plan that would 2 50 o 
sustain wolves. A host of biologists led by 
Bradley Bergstrom objected to such ratio- 2000 
nalization and published a peer-reviewed 
article in 2009 stating: "[claiming that] lsoo 
hosting an endangered species living most- 
ly on federal public lands in the northern 
Rockies is forced punishment on a state" is 
a poorly reasoned position by the nation's 
top wildlife official. These same biologists 
further argued that wolves had been recov- 
ered to less than one-third of the Northern 
Rockies recovery area and, therefore, their 
delisting was premature. l 

In June 2009, a coalition of 14 conser- 
vation and animal welfare organizations sued the Sec- 
retary in an attempt to reverse the delisting decision 
and to prevent Idaho and Montana from allowing wolf 
hunting. In September 2009, US District Court Judge 
Donald Molloy denied a preliminary injunction tt> stop 
the wolf hunts while he considered the case. In August 
2010, he determined that Secretary Salazar's wolf rule 
was illegal, he enjoined further wolf hunting and rein- 
stated the wolves' "threatened" status under the ESA. 

Soon thereafter some Congressional members began 
to threaten to remove wolves from the threatened and 
endangered species list in order to appease a vocal mi- 
nority that was making mythic claims about wolves' 
appetites for domestic livestock and their native prey 
such as deer and elk. 

In March 2011, the coalition of 14 litigating organiza- 
tions dissolved. Some groups signed an agreement with 
FWS to remove wolves in the Northern Rockies from 
the ESA list (settling plaintiffs). Others, Alliance for the 
Wild Rockies, Friends of the Clearwater, the Humane 
Society of the United States, and Western Watersheds 
Project (non-settling plaintiffs) refused to compromise 
with FWS. They wanted to retain wolves' protected 
status to protect recovering populations and because 
there was no guarantee that a settlement would stem 
Congressional action to delist the wolves in any case. 

In March 2011, WildEarth Guardians stepped into 
the discord to represent three of the non-settling plain- 
tiffs in their opposition to the settlement deal between 
the settling plaintiffs and FWS. On April 9, 2011, Judge 
Molloy ruled that, because not all parties had agreed to 
the settlement, he would not certify it. The Northern 
Rockies wolves remained on the threatened and en- 
dangered species list... but not for long. 

In April 2011, Senator Max Baucus (D-MT), Senator 
Jon Tester (D-MT), and Representative Mike Simpson 
(R-ID) sponsored a rider on an unrelated budget bill that 


Wolf-Caused, Cattle Losses in 3 States 
Verified (USFWS) vs. Unverified Losses (USDA) 
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delisted gray wolves in Montana, Idaho, and portions 
of Utah, Washington, and Oregon. The rider contra- 
vened Judge Molloy's 2010 order relisting the wolves, 
throwing their management back to the states. 

In May, Alliance for the Wild Rockies, Friends of the 
Clearwater, and WildEarth Guardians challenged the 
constitutionality of the congressional rider, arguing that 
it violated the Separation of Powers Doctrine in the US 
Constitution. Western Watersheds Project joined other 
organizations in a companion case. The groups lost in 
Judge Molloy's court in Montana in August 2011, but 
appealed to the Ninth Circuit Court, which heard the 
case in November. These organizations seek to preserve 
wolves, protect the public's interest in wolf conserva- 
tion and their long-term investment in the wolf recov- 
ery program, and uphold the US Constitution. 

Wolf hunts commence 

In the meantime, wolf hunting has recommenced in 
Idaho and Montana. While FWS estimates that Idaho 
has 705 wolves, the Idaho Department of Fish and 
Game claims to have "more than 1,000 wolves." The 
agency's goal is to "manage for at least 150 wolves" 
or, in other words, reduce the state's population to the 
federally-mandated minimum. Idaho did not set a kill 
limit on wolves for the 2011-2012 hunting and trap- 
ping season, which began in August. Residents pay just 
$11.50 for a wolf-hunting tag, while non-residents pay 
$31.75. To date, Idaho has sold 35,339 wolf tags. 

FWS estimates that Montana has 566 wolves, al- 
though Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks (MFWP) claims 
645 wolves inhabit the state. Montana has issued over 
18,477 hunting licenses and set a kill quota of 220 
wolves for 2011. The hunting season, which com- 
menced on September 3, has been extended to Febru- 
ary. Residents pay $19 for a wolf tag, while non-resi- 
dents pay $350. 
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While more than 54,000 hunters will pursue wolves Wolves are both top carnivores and keystone species 
in Montana and Idaho this winter, these states have in the Rocky Mountains, but they cannot contribute 
little clue about how many wolves actually exist. MF- to ecosystem health if they are not adequately recov- 
WP's wolf count is the subject of expert scrutiny. In ered and if their numbers are constantly suppressed by 
2011, Jay Mallonee, a researcher with Wolf and Wild- hunting. Killing wolves disrupts social cohesion, which 
life Studies, published an article calling MFWP's wolf can cause packs to disband. Wolf 527's Cottonwood 
count totally inaccurate. Because Montana has few ra- pack fell apart after her death and that of her mate, the 
dio-collared wolves, it relies on anecdotal information alpha male. Killing the alpha pair can also lead to the 
gathered from the public, especially hunters. To count loss of pups from starvation. 

a wolf population, one needs to know the number of Wolves maintain complex social networks across 
births, deaths, immigrants and emigrants, Mallonee their landscape, and work as a unit to survive. Highly 
writes, which is nearly impossible if animals are not intelligent and expressive beings, wolves suffer from 
marked. Additionally, Mallonee claims that Montana physical, psychological, and emotional disorders when 
added immigrant wolves from Canada, Idaho and Wy- pack members are lost. Members of wolf packs associ- 
oming to its count, based on speculation, but not em- ate with each other, and packs maintain networks with 
pirical data. Mallonee contends that MFWP can neither other packs. For example, biologists in Yellowstone ob- 
justify its population estimate, nor the hunting quotas served the Dark Female, Wolf 716, flow between the 
informed by it. He concluded the hunting quotas "are Slough Creek Pack and the Cottonwood Pack, 
completely arbitrary." Humans wiped out wolves in the lower 48 states by 

Regardless of which counts are accurate, wolves in the 1940s because of misunderstanding and intoler- 
the Northern Rockies are not recovered and politics ance. Yet Aldo Leopold and others also began to signal 
continue to trump biology in wolf management. Idaho a warning that wolves are critical ecosystem engineers 
and Montana fail to recognize the vital role that wolves on the landscapes where they occur. The loss of these 
play in balancing natural systems. Without wolves, apex native carnivores can negatively affect entire bio- 
ecosystem function is impaired, and biological diver- logical systems. Simply put, we cannot afford to lose 
sity diminishes. wolves in the West, because systems become simplified 

and less productive without them. 

From beetles to bears Some people object to recovery because they believe 

The presence of wolves affects entire ecosystems, that they are in competition with wolves. Ranchers 
from beetles to bears. Wolves are considered "coursing bemoan wolf predation on their livestock and hunt- 
carnivores," that is, they chase their prey rather than ers complain about reduced elk and deer herds where 
stalk and ambush it (like cougars.) They select for vul- wolves roam the landscape. These constituencies often 
nerable prey (aged, sick, injured), which can improve conjure stories about wolves' savagery and propagate 
the health of prey populations such as elk. mythic tales of their unlimited appetites. 

Wherever wolves chase and eat elk, it increases the bi- Idaho claims that one purpose for wolf hunting in 
ological diversity of the region. By preventing elk from that state is to reduce wolf conflicts with domestic live- 
loitering on meadows and fragile stream systems, wolves stock, but the number of cattle and sheep depredated 
indirectly benefit a host of species such as beavers, song- by wolves as reported by ranchers in the Northern Rock- 
birds, herons, and moose that are unable to compete ies is highly exaggerated. Two different federal agencies 
with elk for forage. Wolves also regulate the 
effects of medium-sized carnivores. In the 
Yellowstone ecosystem, for instance, wolves 
have significantly reduced the coyote popu- 
lation, which, in turn, increased the number 
of pronghorn in the area. Wolves even effect 
soil nutrients. Soil microbes and plant qual- 
ity increase in the presence of wolves because 
decomposing carcasses enrich soils. 

Wolves will be key to ecosystem resilience 
in the face of climate change. Their presence 
buffers the effects of global warming by mak- 
ing carrion available year-round for scaven- 
gers such as grizzly bears and golden and bald 
eagles. Yellowstone grizzlies may become espe- 
cially dependent on wolves with the decline of 
the white bark pine, a critical food source that 
is disappearing because of global warming. 
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track livestock losses attributed to wolves — FWS and the 
USDA's National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). 
While the FWS uses verified reports from agents, NASS 
relies on hearsay from the livestock industry. The dif- 
ference between their annual counts is astounding. In 
Idaho, FWS verified that 75 cattle were killed by wolves 
in 2010, while NASS reported 2,561 unverified cattle 
losses, a 3,415 percent difference. FWS also verified that 
148 sheep were killed by wolves in Idaho in 2010, com- 
pared to NASS's unverified 900 losses, representing a 
508 percent difference. 

The livestock industry's gross exaggerations of wolf- 
livestock conflicts have little connection with reality. 
Even NASS's own data show that the real killers of cat- 
tle and sheep are not wolves, but a plethora of other 
factors. According to NASS, the total cattle (2010) and 
sheep (2009) inventory in the US was 99,628,200. Of 
that number, 467,100 sheep and cattle, or 0.5 percent 
of the inventory, were killed by native carnivores such 
as wolves and coyotes, or domestic dogs. The vast ma- 
jority died from other non-wildlife related causes, such 
as illness, birthing problems, weather and disease. As 
to wolf predation, even NASS's inflated livestock loss 
numbers show that Northern Rockies wolves account 
for about 2 percent of alleged livestock losses. 

Complaints by those in agribusiness are joined by 
some in the hunting community, yet those claims are 
exaggerated too. Prey populations also experience rela- 
tively minor effects from wolf depredation. Elk, deer, 
pronghorn, and moose are affected by a suite of factors, 
including weather, environmental conditions (i.e., pro- 
longed drought or too much snow), a variety of native 
carnivores, disease, and especially, overhunting by hu- 
mans. In several elk population studies conducted in 
and around Yellowstone National Park, biologists con- 
sistently found that human hunters had the greatest 
negative effect on elk populations. Furthermore, while 
wolves select for vulnerable age classes and diseased elk, 
humans select for prime age, breeding animals. Human 
hunters in the Yellowstone area typically killed female 
elk in the age range of 6.5 years, whereas wolves killed 
much older, non-breeding elk that were an average of 
14 years old. 

The elk population that lives on the northern range 
of Yellowstone Park are more likely to die from hu- 
man hunters than wolves. Wolves modulate their 
prey populations. The long-term effect of wolves on 
elk is most likely to hold the population at lower lev- 
els that mediate other losses from starvation, weather, 
and other stochastic events. In sum, the wolf preda- 
tion myth exists so that the cattle and sheep industry 
and some hunters can justify excessive wolf hunting 
and lethal control. 

Wolves belong to all of us 

Wolf management should be based on the best 
available science and support the public's desire to 


restore these animals in the West. Wolf hunting con- 
flicts with these goals. In theory, government deci- 
sionmakers should transcend political considerations 
when managing wolves, but decisionmakers come 
with their own belief systems and values, and not nec- 
essarily with science-based knowledge about large car- 
nivores. Steven Primm and Sharon Clark have written 
that even government scientists hold belief systems 
that come freighted with values not always based in 
science, and those values can predominate in scien- 
tific decision making. 

An increasing number of conservation biologists have 
noticed that wildlife managers and others often wrongly 
conflate hunting with conservation. Wildlife agencies 
view their paying constituents, sportsmen, as stewards 
of wildlife while ignoring the majority of non-hunters 
who value conservation. Agencies and others claim that 
sportsmen fund wildlife conservation with their tag fees, 
but in reality those funds are often used to administer 
bureaucracies, not conserve and restore wildlife. 

All of the public pays for public lands, and it was the 
environmental community that helped pass a suite of 
statutes that benefit wildlife, such as the Wilderness Act, 
the Endangered Species Act, and the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act. Notably, wildlife watchers who visit 
Yellowstone to view wolves hugely out-spend hunters 
in the Northern Rockies. A study by John Duffield and 
colleagues found that wolf watching contributed $35.5 
million to the economies of Idaho, Montana, and Wy- 
oming in one year alone. 

Large carnivores, especially wolves, grizzly bears, 
and mountain lions, evoke a vast range of emotions 
and symbols, according to Dave Mattson and other 
Biologists. They contend that because wolves and 
grizzly bears come under federal management, these 
species become symbolic proxies for governmental 
policies and management systems. Wolves and other 
large carnivores are managed and killed because of 
policies largely based on political considerations, of- 
ten promulgated at the behest of vocal, uninformed 
minorities. It was poorly-construed policies that al- 
lowed Yellowstone Wolves 527 and 716 to be killed. 
It's time to right this wrong for their descendents and 
for the vitality of the West. 

Wendy Keefover has been a leader in native carnivore 
conservation since 1997 and is the director of WildEarth 
Guardians Carnivore Protection. She leads an ongoing cam- 
paign to expose the federal government's indiscriminate 
wildlife-killing program, that kills millions of animals each 
year using aerial gunning, poisoning, trapping, hounding 
and other nefarious methods. She works on mountain lion 
conservation in Colorado and New Mexico. 

Mark Salvo is Wildlife Program Director for WildEarth 
Guardians. 




By Jane Anne Morris 

Save a tree, bank online. Subscribe Online, reduce 
your carbon footprint. Listen to music online, watch 
movies online, read books online. No mess, no fuss. 
Google Inc. has photovoltaic (PV) solar panels on its 
headquarters. With all that footprint-lightening, you 
may soon be down to 
no ecological footprint 
at all, right? 

Since everyone wants 
the Internet to have a 
gentle footprint arid 
not be "evil," we should 
power it with green 
electricity. Start with a 
bicycle generator and 
a server. Here are some 
back-of-the-envelope 
figures. 

All the stuff on the In- 
ternet, or in the "cloud," 
is kept aloft by computers 
called servers (plus routers 
and so on). An average 
server draws 400 watts/ 
hour, half of that for 
cooling (fairly typical), 
and 3500 kilowatt-hours 
(kwh) per year, because 
it never shuts down. 

A healthy biker can 
produce a constant 100 
watts/hour on a bicycle generator, a generous estimate. 
Four generator bikes at 100 watts/hour apiece would 
power a server. Alas, that single server can't accomplish 
much by itself. Various techies have estimated that a 
single online search activates between 1000 and 20,000 
servers, often located all over the world. 


Numerous servers are housed together in plac- 
es called server farms or data centers. To power a 
modest-sized data center (50,000 servers) by bicy- 
cle power would require almost a million pedal- 
ers and an area equivalent to 347 football fields. 
Data centers can be as small as closets at the back 
of a business, or as large as several football fields 

and use as much electric- 
ity as small cities. They 
run 24/7/365, and tend to 
have multiply redundant 
backup systems, so no one 
has to wait ten seconds to 
learn from a web site if it's 
raining outside. 

If you live in a city or a 
large town, you probably 
pass by one or more data 
centers each day. But they 
don't advertise themselves 
with signs -saying, "Corpo- 
rate Data Center Containing 
Highly Sensitive Personally 
Identifiable Information," 
so you might not notice. 
And you won't see 347 foot- 
ball fields of bike generators 
surrounding them because 
they're powered by the coal 
and nuclear power plants 
that supply most electricity 
in the US. 

What finally matters is 
not this or that server or data center, but the over- 
all Internet electricity use. How much bicycle-power 
would it take to run the Internet? Later we can figure 
out how to landscape the facility, and decide where to 
put the snack bars and port-a-potties. 

The EPA's conservative and dated number for 2006 



A text-only file of the Bible is approximately 1.5 
MB. With pictures, depending on how elaborate, 
it is closer to 100 MB. A 2-hour video about 
the greatest story ever told would use up more 
like 1-1.5 GB. Comparing music and video, a 
4-minute video would use about 24 MB, while 
4 minutes of music would use only about 4 MB. 


MSG AWE AT? 

Terms like megawatt, kilowatt, and watt express 
power or capacity, while megawatt-hour, kilowatt- 
hour, and watt-hour measure energy. A solar panel 
rated at one kilowatt of capacity will produce one 
kilowatt-hour of energy if the sun shines on it 
steadily for an hour. A kilowatt is a thousand watts; a 
megawatt is a million watts or a thousand kilowatts. 
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'ear = 2081 square miles of panels (the area of Houston, Phoenix, L.A., 



Nashville combined) + 133,200 MW + Batteries + Power Lines + Cooling Equipment + Maintence 


Internet electricity use within the US alone is 60 billion 
kwh. Getting that much electricity from the setup 
described above would require 600 million bike gen- 
erators. Assuming 6-hour pedaling shifts, that would 
take 2.4 billion pedalers. Think of the stimulus to the 
global economy: pedaling jobs for the entire populations 
of the US (305 million), Canada (33 million), Mexico 
(110 million), South America (382 million), India (1.5 
billion), and Japan (127 million). 

Five years later, that number has doubled (at least). 
It is widely claimed that in 2010 the Internet used 3% 
of US electricity (3884 billion kwh), which is 117 billion 
kwh. So, we're now talking about 1.2 billion bike 
generators and 4.8 billion pedalers. 

In 2007, an independent outsider who is not on 
the dole of the IT industry calculated that US Inter- 
net energy use was around 350 billion kwh annually, 
approximately six times the EPA's 2006 estimate, 
and three times the conservative 2010 estimate used 
above. I will use the lower numbers, but actual Inter- 
net electricity use may be much higher. 

What about worldwide Internet electricity use? 
Available 2010 estimates — 200 billion kwh — are prob- 
ably conservative, as they were calculated by an ana- 
lyst who works for the likes of the EPA, the New York 
Times, and various IT industry corporations. Extrapo- 
lation from the number of servers worldwide results 
in about the same number: the reported 60 million 


servers would use 210 billion kwh annually. What's 
that in bicycles? 

Using the same assumptions as before, the world- 
wide Internet could be powered by a mere two billion 
bike generators, with 8 billion people pedaling. (Cur- 
rent world [overpopulation is 7 billion.) If you placed 
that many bicycles end-to-end, they would reach far 
enough for three round trips to the moon, and then 
a trip back up. Maybe we should terraform the moon 
and put the generator system up there? 

Who would want to design a bicycle-generator sys- 
tem to power the, Internet? Someone who wanted to 
imagine a human-scale equivalent for how much en- 
ergy the Internet already sucks up. What about other 
"renewable" energy sources? 

Solar And Wind-Powered Internet 

At the biggest, most successful photovoltaic proj- 
ects in the world, the rule of thumb is that ten acres 
o.f panels produce a megawatt of capacity (as would 
10,000 bicycle generators). A square mile (640 acres) 
could provide 64 MW. Each megawatt might yield 1.5 
million kwh/year, so the annual kwh from a square 
mile of good solar would be 96 million. 

Generating an annual 117 billion kwh (2010 US In- 
ternet use) with solar would require at least 1220 square 
miles of PV panels, and 78,000 MW. For 200 billion 
kwh for world Internet use, it would take 2081 square 


Bicycle power at Occupy Wall Street, Three Google Searches for 500 Calories 





miles (that's Delaware) and 133,200 MW. 

What about a wind-powered Internet? Experience 
in the wind turbine industry (and again in the choic- 
est spots), has shown that it's good to get 20 MW of 
capacity per square mile. Three million kwh a year 
from each megawatt of capacity is also optimistic. 

Using wind turbines to get that 117 billion kwh for 
2010 US Internet electricity use would require 1950 
square miles. The 200 billion kwh for 2010 world 
Internet use would require 3300 square miles. Most 
wind power sites are less productive than the sites 
from which these numbers were derived. 

It's not appropriate to compare solar and wind 
directly to conventional power plants. Except for 
maintenance and accidents, coal and nuke plants 
operate 24/7, though demand drops at night. In con- 
trast, solar is always down at night, and wind is vari- 
able, exactly what data centers can't be. 

With solar, more than half the electricity would 
have to be stored for use when little or no power is 
generated. The huge batteries necessary for storing 
this much power look like a cross between upturned 
railroad freight cars and electric substations. They re- 
quire space, maintenance, and cooling. Every time 
energy is converted from one form to another (like 
rotating energy to electrical energy to heat energy, or 
electricity into batteries and then out again) energy is 
lost. That slippage increases the initial kwh necessary, 
but I have not factored that in. 

Also omitted in calculations here are the power 
lines, substations, maintenance roads, other support 
facilities, and buckets of ammonia water to clean PV 
panels. Not to mention the fact that most areas don't 
get nearly as much sun as the prize spots already se- 
lected for large solar arrays. I'm also not considering 
the resources needed to manufacture, transport, and 
maintain the PV panels. Similar considerations apply 
to wind power. 

Solar and wind have different advantages. Fewer 
acres of solar than wind are required for each MW of 
capacity (10 versus 32), but for each MW capacity of 
wind, you get more kwh/year (3 million as compared 
to 1.5 million). That is because you are never, ever, 
going to average more than 12 hours daily of solar. 
However, you might average more than that for wind, 
depending on location and circumstances. 

At the scale necessary to power data centers, solar, 
wind, and even bicycle power involve considerable 
habitat loss. Bicycle space to power the 2010 U.S. In- 
ternet would be about 4304 square miles (about the 
size of the Everglades). For the 2010 world Internet, 
about the combined area of Delaware and Connecti- 
cut. When chunks of ecosystem are shoveled into in- 
dustrialism's mill, Gaia is diminished. Acres sacrificed 
to solar arrays, wind farms, power line rights of way, 
or thousands of bicycle generator pads destroy habitat 
no less than those given over to GMO crops, cooling 


ponds, interstate highways, and parking lots. 

I'll leave it to curious readers to do their own math 
on powering the Internet with switchgrass, corn cobs, 
or cow patties. 

Energy-Intensive, Thy Name Is Internet 

How can the Internet use so much electricity? Sup- 
pose you have an awesome video of your cat at a lap- 
top using her little cat feet to scroll through online 
celebrity cats in fetching poses. (Click for full screen.) 
It's stored in your email account, and you have a copy 
on your laptop and/or handheld. Your email is backed 
up by the company that offers it, and you have backup 
service for your laptop, so that's more Internet storage 
space on servers somewhere; then the back-up com- 
panies back up their back-ups. You send the cat video 
to fifty people. Some store it in their emails; some 
download it and have it backed up on their own on- 
line backup systems; some send it out to a few other 
people; and some do all three. How many places can 
we find the cat? It's a hall of mirrors, a grain of wheat 
doubling on each square of a chessboard. All of it eats 
kilowatt-hours. How much fracking is that cat porn 
worth to you? 

All online content is not bom equal. It takes very 
little electricity to support text, even italics. Graphics 
such as photos and drawings are much more energy- 
intensive. Music exceeds even graphics, and video 
(bouncing bunnies, or time-lapse wrinkle cream re- 
sults) is the greediest of all. 

Online action is hosted and processed in massive 
data centers that use up to 100 or even 200 MW of 
demand; data center operators are not often eager 
to release this information. Chicago's Lakeside Tech- 
nology Center (a data center, on 350 East Cermack, 
Chicago IL) reportedly draws 100 MW, a higher elec- 
tric demand than any other Commonwealth Edi- 
son customer except O'Hare airport. A quick check 
reveals what a "renewable" electricity supply would 
look like for a facility like this. With bike generators: 
over a million generators, over four million pedalers, 
and almost half a million acres, which is 757 square 
miles (almost three times the size of Chicago). Prob- 
ably not available anywhere near the Loop. Using 
solar panels: 2917 acres (2210 football fields), not 
counting battery space, which is also probably not in 
the Chicago zoning plan. Using wind in the "windy 
city": 9347 acres (or 7081 football fields), again not 
counting battery space. 

As Alex Roslin of the Montreal Gazette put it, if the 
Internet were a country, it would be the fifth biggest 
power consumer, ahead of India & Germany. 

Who Is Paying For This? 

Tax breaks and other subsidies are common for data 
centers. Even modest-sized ones often reap govern- 
ment subsidies for drawing huge amounts of electrici- 
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ty and providing fewer jobs per buck, or per kwh, than 
almost any other kind of facility. 

For instance, in 2007 a Google Inc. data center got 
tax breaks on utility bills, plus a property tax exemp- 
tion. Iowa's own web site describes the tax exemption 
as including "cooling systems, cooling towers, and 
other temperature control infrastructure.. .also ex- 
empt from property tax are all power infrastructure 
for transformation, distribution, or management of 
electricity used for the maintenance and operation of 
the web search portal, including but not limited to 
exterior dedicated business owned substations, back- 
up power generation systems, battery systems, and re- 
lated infrastructure; and racking systems, cabling, and 
trays, which are necessary for the maintenance and 
operation of the web search portal." 

Iowa even calculated its expected tax losses: $3.6 
million in 2009, $12.7 million in 2010, $22 million in 
2011, and $32.7 million in 2012. The corporation got 
a similar deal in North Carolina, where estimates of 
tax losses to the state were approximately $97 million 
over 30 years. 

Lack of enforcement of environmental and occu- 
pational safety laws across the board is an often-over- 
looked form of subsidy available to large corporations, 
including data centers. This includes the cradle-to- 
grave production, processing, transport, and use of 
nuclear and fossil fuels, as well as the toxic waste and 
byproducts of the same. Companies burn through en- 
ergy and resources far more cheaply than would be 
possible if laws "on the books" were enforced. 

Finally, there are those bargain-basement electricity 
bills. Data center electricity rates are as low as 3-4c/ 
kwh, while residential customers pay much higher 
rates: easily 15, 20, 25c /kwh, and even steeper when 


charges for distribution and other fees are included. 

The public is massively subsidizing data centers, the 
Internet, and the profits of IT corporations. Yet, many 
corporations with huge data centers are not eager 
to advertise their locations, and use third parties to 
negotiate their deals. Some go to great lengths to hide 
their electricity use. In 2007, for example, at Google 
Inc.'s urging, Oklahoma rewrote its open records law 
to allow data center owners to conceal from the public 
the amount of electricity used. 

If Inefficiency Is Not The Problem, Efficiency Is 
Not The Solution 

When I raise the issue of the massive electricity 
use of all things Internet, everyone tells me how ef- 
ficient IT is becoming. 

The idea that efficiency reduces consumption is at 
best debatable, and at worst a public relations scam. 
As Don Fitz wrote in "Why Energy Efficiency Isn't 
Reducing Consumption" (Synthesis/Regeneration, 
2009), over a century and a half of research on the 
relationship between efficiency and consumption of 
a resource has marshaled considerable evidence that 
the opposite is true. Since Stanley Jevons documented 
that coal consumption increased ten-fold after smelt- 
ers tripled their efficiency (The Coal Question, 1865), 
the phenomenon has been called the Jevons Paradox. 
Historically, in capitalist systems, increased efficiency 
has led to more consumption, not less. 

Being efficient is good, but it does not mean sustain- 
able, it does not mean green, and it does not reduce 
consumption. Data center efficiency is improving, and 
Google Inc.'s are reputed to be among the best. But 
when Gaia is diminished by the ripping out of coal, 
and the dumping of sludge, her suffering is in no way 
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reduced if the resulting electricity is used "efficiently." 
Earth's problem is not the inefficiency of resource use, 
but the quantity. Ask Gaia. 

Food, Internet, Spam 

Why do we figure out the ecological implications of 
eating a hamburger but not clicking a search? When 
it comes to food, the green or even greenish band of 
the political spectrum is all over it. Local food. Organ- 
ic food. Slow food. Urban agriculture. Permaculture. 
Rooftop gardens. Alice Waters, Will Allen, Michael 
Pollan. "Eat food. Not too much. Mostly plants." Fast 
food nation. Eat low on the food chain. 

But when it comes to the Internet, people spout 
shallow unexamined cliches as they tap at sleek, shiny 
gadgets. The PV panels at Google Inc.'s headquarters 
and other cheap stunts deflect attention from the 
enormity of Internet energy use. Engineering Profes- 
sor Mohamed Cheriet, at Montreal's Ecole de Technol- 
ogic Superieure, who works on "green" IT innovation, 
gushes, "We've found the key to the problem: Follow 
the wind, follow the sun." The Internet is the fast 
food triple bacon cheeseburger of communications, 
yet people are convinced it's green. 

Are the brains who figured out it takes 150 or 630 or 
1300 gallons of water to produce a hamburger just out 
to lunch when it comes to the Internet? Why is the 
Internet — a global system if there ever was one — im- 
mune from the same analysis? Spending two hours on 
the porch showing your neighbor your family photo 
album is not especially energy-intensive. Doing so on- 
line, and sending it around to everyone on your email 
list, carries vastly higher ecological costs. 

What's the actual content that billions of publicly 
subsidized kwh go to support? Nicholas Carr (The Big 
Switch, 2008) estimated in 1996 that 94% of all emails 
are spam, and that there may be 85 billion spams a 
day. This year, John Markoff in the New York Times 
claimed that about 90% of all email is still spam, and 
that one single spam campaign generated three emails 
for each person on the planet, some 21 billion mes- 
sages. Ken Auletta (Google, 2009) suggested that as 
many as a quarter of all searches are for porn. Accord- 
ing to Alex Roslin at the Montreal Gazette, 250 billion 
emails are sent daily. The study Markoff referenced 
suggested that over 12 million messages were needed 
to sell $100 of Viagra. Dennis Walsh from Green@Work 
Magazine, among others, states that over 200 million 
Internet searches happen daily in the US alone; 100 
million photos are uploaded daily. Google Inc. report- 
ed that it carries out about a billion searches per day, 
according to James Glanz in the New York Times. 

One person estimated that fantasy football aficiona- 
dos spent 2.4 billion hours online per season. Online 
games, role-playing, social networking, gambling, and 
an almost unbelievable amount of advertising is up 
there in the "cloud" at tremendous energy cost. Much 


of it is not the relatively energy-cheap text, but the 
photos, music, video, bouncing cartoons, and interac- 
tive click-fests that are hundreds or thousands of times 
more energy-intensive. Subsidizing the entire current 
Internet system because an activist can upload pho- 
tos of stripmining and clearcutting is like subsidizing 
an industrial-sized WalMart because six feet of shelf 
space holds organic spinach. 

The Internet is not, and will not be, powered by so- 
called renewable energy, magical energy that is some- 
how without consequences. Sleek, glowing screens 
may hide the truth from people who don't want to 
hear about it, but the consequences remain. The real 
costs of Internet electricity use are being cast over state 
boundaries and national borders, across class, ethnic, 
and species lines, and onto future generations. 

In hindsight, most wish that we had used a little 
more foresight about the automobile. And, we are a 
species with a decidedly mixed record on learning 
from history. Today is a good time to look up from 
our screens and take advantage of the fact that we are 
still in the Model T era of the Internet. 

If we keep pretending that the Internet is innocu- 
ous, neutral, democratic, clean, and ^reen, we can 
look forward to more iPipelines, iFracking, iMoun- 
taintop Removal, iCoal Plants, iNukes, iStripmining, 
iSpecies Extinction, iHabitat Loss, iClimate Change, 
iTar Sands, iSludge, iOil spills, iFloods, and continued 
iResource Wars. 

Or, we can begin to give it the attention we give a 
burger. 

Corporate anthropologist fane Anne Morris (democra- 
cythemepark.org), whose most recent book is Gaveling 
Down the Rabble: How "Free Trade" is Stealing Our 
Democracy (Apex/Rowman & Littlefield, 2008), first 
wrote about Internet energy use in "The Energy Night- 
mare of Web Server Farms: Feet in the Cloud, Head in 
the Sand, " Synthesis/Regeneration: A Magazine of Green 
Social Thought, Winter 2008. 

"Want to check my facts? Contact jam at: 

MORNlNGDEWBERRYIAM@HOTMAH.COM. " 
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Justin Solondz is a 32-year-old environmental Nathan "Exile" Block is currently serving 
activist currently being held in a federal detention seven years and eight months for arsons against a 
center in Seattle, WA. Justin recently plead guilty to poplar tree farm and SUV dealership, both claimed 
charges of arson and conspiracy in connection with by the Earth Liberation Front. Although no living 
the ELF arson at the University of Washington in 2001. beings were injured or threatened in either of these 
In March 2009, he was arrested in China for drugs and actions, Exile received a "terrorism enhancement" 
a fake Canadian ID. After spending almost 3 years in during his sentencing. 

prison there, Justin was extradited to the US in July He was one of only four out of 13 people arrested 
2011 — a month after his former partner, Briana Waters, as part of "Operation Backfire" who held strong 
began cooperating with the state, promising to testify and refused to give information to the government 
against him. His sentencing is currently scheduled for about other people — despite facing life in prison. 
March 16, 2012. Exile is scheduled for release later this year. Re- 

in a predictable move by the media, news reports entry can be a long and difficult road, and he will 
about the UW arson repeatedly claimed that Toby need continued support throughout this process. 
Bradshaw — whose research was the target of the Exile is currently looking for a place to live and 
arson — was not involved with genetic engineering a job in Olympia, Washington, when he gets out 
at the time of the arson. This lie, perpetuated by the in the fall of 2012. After release he's going to have 
industry's PR machine, is made clear by a simple glance to pay the state hundreds of dollars a month in 
at the University of Washington website which reads: restitution to stay out of jail. Any leads about 
"Toby Bradshaw, a research professor in the department possible low cost or free housing in and around 
of Botany, is just one of many UW professors using Olympia can be directed to the Earth First! Prisoner 
genetic modification in their research..." Support Project. If you can throw a benefit for 

Justin has signed a non-cooperating plea agreement. Exile, contact us. 

He has held strong against the threat of spending over You can write a letter or send a card to Exile at the 
2 decades in prison, and he deserves our support. Since address below. His birthday is March 6. 
his incarceration in the US, Justin has been subject to 

stints of isolation in the Special Housing Unit (SHU) Nathan Block #36359-086 
and attempts by the government to keep him from even FCI Lompoc 
visiting his lawyer. Please send Justin a note of support. Federal Correctional Institution 
We have been told that Justin enjoys hearing about 3600 Guard Road 

how people are doing, including good news he can Lompoc, CA 93436 

join in celebrating! No doubt he also likes hearing 
about travel experiences and robust conversation 
around a great book you might be enjoying. He would 
especially like books on philosophy, screen-writing 
and good sci-fi. 

This page and other eco-prisoner related content courtesy of 
You can write Justin at: Earth First! Prisoner Support Project (EFIPSP), a prisoner and 

Justin Solondz #98291-011 post-release support group for earth and animal liberation 

FDC SeaTac prisoners. The EF! Journal and EFIPSP are currently discussing 

Federal Detention Center how to most effectively support eco-prisoners through these 

P.O. Box 13900 pages. If you would like to be involved, come to the Rendezvous 

Seattle, WA 98198 or contact the EFIPSP c/o Sacramento Prisoner Support, PO Box 

163126, Sacramento, C A 95816, or email: EFPris@riseup.net 
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By Wietse van der Werf, Black Fish co-founder 

"Science may have found a cure for most evils, but it 
has found no remedy for the worst of them all — the apa- 
thy of human beings" — Helen Keller 

Last summer an activist group named the Black Fish 
cut free ten dolphins at the annual dolphin drive hunt in 
Japan. The attention was huge and helped to make the 
Black Fish into an international marine action organiza- 
tion within a number of months. Currently working to- 
wards the purchase of a ship, the Black Fish is preparing 
for some ambitious direct action campaigns to protect 
the marine environment. 

Out of the many stories telling the tales of ecological 
destruction at the hands of humans, there is one that is 
definitely not told as often as it should. This story features 
countless examples of animal cruelty, human greed, cor- 
ruption, criminality and ultimately the mass extinction 
of large numbers of wild species of animals, plants and in- 
vertebrates such as crustaceans, corals and mollusks. This 
is the story of industrial fishing and unchecked exploita- 
tion of the world's oceans, seas, rivers, lakes and coastal 
regions. In recent years human activity has impacted the 
oceans to such an extent that it is no overstatement to 
say that industrial fishing and aquaculture are among the 
most destructive human activities on earth. 

Covering three-quarters of the globe, the oceans are 
the largest wilderness on this planet and the deep blue 
depths are home to the largest number of species. The 
total mass of the oceans, seas, rivers and lakes make up 
99% of the space which supports life on earth and the 
majority of our oxygen originates from the seas as one- 
celled organisms called phytoplankton absorb C02 and 
convert it into oxygen. Life on land very heavily depends 


on life in the ocean so its protection is vital for our own 
survival, although we aren't exactly acting like it. Bit by 
bit, marine life is increasingly threatened and in many 
situations we are close to reaching the point of no re- 
turn. 

For centuries people have been involved in fishing. 
It has been the pillar on which many a civilization has 
been built. Fish were plentiful and the seas were seen 
as an inexhaustible source of food as well as a dump- 
ing ground so big that any waste discarded in it would 
simply disperse and vanish. During the 1950's things 
changed. Aided by technologies developed during the 
World Wars, such as radar and sonar, the fishing indus- 
try experienced a technological revolution it had never 
seen before. Fishing companies were able to build larger 
vessels which could stay at sea for longer periods and 
they equipped the fishing fleets to become ruthlessly ef- 
ficient at their job: catching fish. New fishing techniques 
were developed and, with improved engine power, ships 
were able to travel the world over and catch whatever, 
wherever they wanted. Fish became cheap and aided by 
government subsidies, the golden age of fishing seemed 
endless. 

Different fishing techniques which had been used for 
centuries started being produced on an industrial scale. 
Driftnets for example could now measure over 25 kilo- 
meters in length and catch everything in their path. The 
nets are often referred to as the 'curtains of death' as they 
catch indiscriminately, killing many more different spe- 
cies than those targeted. Millions of whales, dolphins, 
turtles, sharks, rays and an unimaginable number of fish 
and other smaller creatures have found their end at the 
hands of driftnets. Longlines are similar in their destruc- 
tive effect: these lines can be kilometers in length and 



Beam-trawler fishing along the Belgian coast. Photo credit: flickr.com/adstream 


the baited hooks, which are attached approximately ev- 
ery 30 centimeter will randomly catch animals that bite 
on the bate. The lines are left out for a number of hours 
(or sometimes days) and most animals that get hooked 
either suffocate or die of the stress involved with their 
efforts to free themselves from the trap. Driftnets and 
longlines are so damaging that various organizations 
have campaigned successfully for new international 
mles to be drawn up, restricting driftnets over a certain 
size. Unfortunately, as enforcement is pretty much non- 
existent on the high seas, the practices still continue. The 
UN passed a driftnet ban in 1992 but longlines are yet to 
be outlawed. 

Bottom trawling is another technique which has grown 
in efficiency in recent decades and causes irreplaceable 
damage to the marine environment. Vessels equipped for 
this type of fishing have large nets attached to the back 
or sides of the ship, which are lowered to a depth where 
they reach the seabed. Large metal plates located on each 
side of the trawl net push it wide open as the ship pulls 
them through the sea. The net then scrapes the seabed. 
Corals, sponges, bottom dwelling fish, all cut down and 
dragged up. There are many examples where areas which 
are estimated to have taken tens of thousands of years to 
flourish, are cut down and turned into mbble in a matter 
of minutes. The sheer size and efficiency of the industrial 
trawlers which are active nowadays leave many species 
with no chance of survival. 

It is clear that we are headed towards an incredible en- 
vironmental catastrophe, the consequences we can only 
imagine. As many of the top predators, such as sharks 
and tuna are becoming increasingly threatened due to 
the indiscriminate overfishing, the balances within the 
marine ecosystem's food chain have become distorted as 


some species, such as the jellyfish, are well on their way 
to rule the waves while others, such the bluefin tuna, 
are nearing extinction. It is not just overfishing which 
is the main threat. The long and growing list of impacts 
on the oceans now include mining, habitat loss, waste 
pollution, illegal fishing, coral destruction, oil explora- 
tion, gas drilling, tourism, oxygen depletion, increasing 
ship movements and of course climate change, causing 
ocean acidification, coral bleaching and fluctuation of 
otherwise stable water temperatures. It is not just one or 
a number of these impacts that threaten the ocean life, 
it is the combination of all of them. None of the species 
stand a chance against the might of modem technology 
and many are thought to have perished even before we 
have had a chance to discover them. 

It would be a lie to say that no-one cares about these 
issues, in fact there is a growing movement of people, 
groups and organizations that bring these problems into 
the public arena and in some instances with success. 
There is however one trend which is causing more dam- 
age than it's trying to avoid. Many marine conservation 
organizations promote the consumption of "sustainable" 
fish as a good way of supporting fishermen that do the 
"right thing." In recent years various "good fish" initia- 
tives have been launched, such as Friend of the Sea, Fish 
Wise and the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC). The 
latter started in 1997, as a joint enterprise by the World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF) and the food corporation Unilever. 
The MSC certification process has since grown to become 
the most popular "good fish" label in the world. 

Various environmental organizations have jumped in 
to support the MSC system while there is growing evi- 
dence that even MSC certified fishing activity is caus- 
ing damage to marine life. How can it be that, for ex- 
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Planning for upcoming campaigns in the Mediterranean Sea 


Bluefin tuna is heavily threatened by overfishing 


ample, the production of seafood for McDonalds can be 
switched to "sustainable" when its seafood production 
gets the stamp of approved by MSC but the sheer size 
of its production is never questioned? With an ever-in- 
creasing global overfishing problem, how can anyone 
convert to eating good fish, without looking at lower- 
ing (or giving up on) their overall level of consumption? 
Consuming sustainable fish means eating no fish or as 
little as possible. MSC has been very clever at marketing 
itself as the alternative many consumers are looking for. 
People are rightly concerned about the growing troubles 
the ocean is dealing with but they are being handed a 
greenwash solution which will ultimately only add to 
the problems] 

There are no public guidelines or standards on what 
constitutes "sustainable" fish and companies such as MSC 
have no enforcement powers. Instead, it is an industry- 
led initiative which holds no public accountability what- 
soever. Two fishing boats could catch the same fish, in 
the same waters, using the same type of fishing gear, one 
without an MSC certification, the other with. The certi- 
fied fishermen will get a lot better price for its catch, after 
the initial investment needed to acquire the MSC stamp 
of approval. There is increasing evidence emerging that 
MSC is a foiling system and that in their readiness to ap- 
prove it, many environmental organizations are helping 
to give legitimacy to damaging fishing practices (such as 
"sustainable" bottom trawling) and in doing so, directly 
undermining the work of other organizations campaign- 
ing to get these practices outlawed. 

The wider effect of MSC and other good fish initiatives 
is that many people settle with the notion that consum- 
ing fish is good and a viable alternative to eating meat. 
Studies in the UK have shown that due to an increase in 
the promotion of sustainable fish, the sale of many other 
types of seafood has also risen. We are giving the wrong 
signals. Every fish taken out of the ocean is one that 
won't come back. We are literally emptying the oceans of 
life, at such a rate that an international panel of marine 
scientists and fishing managers have concluded that if 
we carry on the way we are, there won't be anymore sea- 


food to consume by the year 2048. Selling "sustainable" 
fish only adds to this pressure. 

Yes, the picture is bleak. Even more bleak when you re- 
alize that almost half of the global fish catch is for indus- 
trial use, feeding pigs and poultry in the meat industry, 
salmon and shrimp in aquaculture and minks and foxes 
for the fur industry. A large percentage also ends up in 
pet food. This situation has gotten so out of hand that 
the pig is now the top predator of the oceans, closely fol- 
lowed by the chicken and cats in a close third spot. All of 
these animals now eat more sea creatures than any other 
marine species on earth. Cod in the Baltic Sea has been 
heavily overfished for many years, partly to feed mink 
in the Swedish and Finnish fur industry and the Danish 
trawler fleet catches almost entirely for the production of 
fish meal, a cheap way of feeding cattle. Even worse, fish 
meal is used as fertilizer in the agriculture industry and 
even accepted by some organic food certification stan- 
dards. 

It is clear that we cannot leave the protection of the 
oceans to those who are working on its rapid destruction. 
Politicians are united in their unwillingness to deal with 
these issues in a serious and adequate manner. Fishermen 
vote, fish don't. Politicians in regions where the fishing 
industry is strong and thriving won't be around in their 
jobs for long if they put forward effective conservation 
plans. Within the European Union (EU) the fishing in- 
dustry lobby is incredibly strong. On numerous occa- 
sions, countries such as Spain, Italy and Malta (which are 
known to harbor a great number of illegal fishing activi- 
ties) have used their veto powers to block new conserva- 
tion proposals. We simply cannot leave this in the hands 
of politicians. The international waters where most of 
the fishing activity takes place is lawless. Far from the 
desks of bureaucrats and the territorial water of states, 
fishermen hunt and gather what they wish. With very 
limited accountability or enforcement, illegal activity is 
not just not acted on, it is practically encouraged. The 
bluefin tuna fishery in the Mediterranean has in recent 
years caught up to 6 times more fish than scientists rec- 
ommended to be a sustainable level. With lawlessness 
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ruling the waves, what is there left to do? 

Last summer a group of us who worked as crew mem- 
bers on the ships of Greenpeace and Sea Shepherd de- 
cided that more needs to be done to stop the destruction 
of the world's oceans. Up to this point, Greenpeace and 
Sea Shepherd were the only ones to take direct action at 
sea and both have done (and continue to do) an incred- 
ible job fighting injustices on the high seas and in many 
cases successfully blocking illegal fishing and whaling 
operations. However, the world's oceans are an area too 
big to properly cover with just two organizations and in 
Europe the situation is especially bad, with these waters 
now belonging to the most overfished and polluted in 
the world. In August 2010 we started a new marine activ- 
ist organization the Black Fish. What started as a small 
group has grown into an organization which gained rec- 
ognition quickly as it secured a number of successes in a 
short period of time. 

The international trade in cetaceans such as dolphins 
and killer whales has been a focus for The Black Fish from 
the very start. This lucrative industry relies on wild caught 
animals, partly those taken at annual dolphin hunts in 
Japan and the Solomon Islands and exports them all over 
the world to dolphinariums, research facilities and enter- 
tainment parks. Within a week of the founding of The 
Black Fish an intensive campaign was started in Munster, 
Germany, for the closure of the local run-down dolphi- 
narium and relocation of the four dolphins kept there. 
German organizations Whale and Dolphin Protection 
Forum and ProWal had been campaigning for a number 
of years for its closure but after we supported their efforts 
with a few weeks of pickets and actions, the owners of 
the dolphinarium announced to relocate the dolphins 
by the end of 2012 and close down the facility. 

To make the link between European dolphinariums 
and the international trade it was decided to take on the 
dolphin traders on their home turf. Under the cover of 
darkness and after a week long surveillance operation, 
activists from the Black Fish swam out into the harbor 
of Taiji, Japan, the scene of the annual dolphin drive 
hunts. Arriving at the holding pens which hold animals, 
the nets of six of them were cut and an estimated ten 



The international Black Fish crew, Photos by the Black Fish 


dolphins swam back out into open sea, escaping lifelong 
captivity. The action received worldwide attention and 
made it clear that the Black Fish wouldn't be another 
group just talking about issues but willing to take risks to 
do what is necessary to protect sea animals directly. 

Back in the Netherlands, where by that time the Black 
Fish had opened an office, the Orca Coalition was found- 
ed, cooperating with six other organizations in a cam- 
paign for the release of orca Morgan. This young female 
killer whale was stranded on the Dutch coast in June 
2010. She was cut off from her family and found mal- 
nourished. Although back to health within a couple of 
months, the Dutch dolphinarium at Harderwijk where 
she was held, refused to release her. Even more worrying 
was the fact that their expertise on what to do with the 
animal came right from Sea World, an American captive 
marine entertainment park corporation with a bad track 
record in their dealing with captive cetaceans. A large 
public media campaign was set up which received an 
overwhelming amount of interest, from both the Dutch 
and international press. Quite early on it became clear 
that the dolphinarium was acting illegally in their 
refusal to release the animal and planning to export 
her to an entertainment park at the Spanish island 
of Tenerife, where only 20 months earlier one of the 
orca trainers was killed when dragged down by an 



25 


Projeto Tamar Brazil/Marine Photobank 



Crowds demand the release oforca Morgan, Dutch dolphinarium 


Rallying for the release of the Munster dolphins 


"aggressive" orca named Keto. 

It was decided that the coalition try other avenues be- 
fore the more direct action approach would be necessary 
and a lawsuit was brought before the courts. The inter- 
esting thing was that this one case managed to achieve 
what so many organizations had tried before: for the first 
time ever a court blocked the transport of a captive ani- 
mal to a SeaWorld facility. The dolphinarium was furious 
as the judge ordered the responsible Ministry to investi- 
gate the case independently and direct the dolphinarium 
to move the orca to a larger tank. The case put a spotlight 
on the dolphinarium, the trade and ultimately the unfor- 
tunate animal Morgan. Plans have now been drawn up 
by independent orca scientists and specialists on how to 
prepare for her actual release back into the wild. The re- 
sponsible Minister has just announced his decision that 
the animal should be moved to the entertainment park. 
The Orca Coalition is preparing for more action to block 
her export. 

The Black Fish has been busy with more than just the 
captivity campaigns. We realized from the start that if 
we were to take action at sea against destructive fisheries 
and whaling operations, we would need to raise quite a 
considerable amount of support and funds. We toured 
Sweden to raise awareness of the need for action and put 
on a series of events in The Netherlands and the UK. We 
went to Germany, networked with activists in Belgium 
and started researching the international trade in the 
endangered bluefin tuna. By now we realized this had 
to be one of our first focuses when it came to industrial 
fisheries in Europe as the fish is heavily threatened and 
many illegal fishing activities continue, with some coun- 
tries continuing to hand out fishing subsidies to known 
perpetrators. We have been busy working on the publica- 
tion of "Bluefin Bonanza," a book exposing the poaching 
trade in the threatened fish, which is set to be published 
early next year. 

We also opened for membership and started an appli- 
cation process for those interested in crewing with us. In 
a matter of weeks we secured the funds for our first direct 
action vessel: an ex-lifeguard rigid inflatable boat, which 
we renamed Zeno 1325 and are now busy preparing for 
its first action. Our planned campaign to protect the 
bluefin tuna from any further over-exploitation caught 
the interest from the Belgian organization How To Save 
The Bluefin, which decided to merge with the Black Fish 


to build a stronger alliance in the fight for this magnifi- 
cent creature. In addition to this we are working on an 
industrial fishing investigation, for which we have been 
donated a small workspace in Malmo, Sweden. 

The fact that the Black Fish has grown to an interna- 
tional organization in a matter of months shows that 
a lot of people care for the oceans and the need to do 
something to stop it from being pillaged by corporate 
enterprise. We are a new generation that are taking on 
the whalers, fishermen, fish farmers and poachers that 
are destroying the very foundations of life on this earth. 
By keeping our focus within Europe we are able to do a 
lot with fewer resources. We have started small and are 
building from the grassroots. We need to start taking re- 
sponsibility for what lies closer to home. For that bluefin 
tuna in the Mediterranean, cod in the Baltic, mackerel in 
the North East Atlantic and porpoise in the North Sea. 
For the whales that continue to be slaughtered by Nor- 
way and Iceland. For them we will stand our ground. Join 

US at WWW.THEBLACKFISH.ORG 


join 
our 
crew 


As a small organization The Black Fish relies entirely on 
the hard work and support of volunteers: ordinary people 
with a passion for the marine environment that are look- 
ing to help make a difference in its protection. The Black 
Fish is currently expanding into new campaigns and we 
are looking for people to join our direct action team and 
future ship's crew. If you are committed to taking action 
for the protection of marine life in European seas and are 
able to dedicate time to work with us, please check out 
our website: www.theblackfish.org/crewing 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
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TEARING OUT THE HEART OF THE MONSTER 

UTERART VOICES RISE AGAINST IHE TAR SAWS 


Review and analysis of Heart of tlw Monster: Why the Pacific Northwest & Northern Rockies must not become an 
ExxonMobil conduit to the Alberta tar sands, published by All Against The Haul, 2010. 


by Panagioti 

I picked this book up during the 2011 Earth First! 
Rendezvous near Lolo Pass on the edge of Montana 
and Idaho and put it in my daunting stack of shit to 
read. A day later we stormed the Governor's office and 
occupied the Montana capitol building in Helena. Six 
weeks later, thousands would descend on DC for two 
weeks straight of mass civil disobedience at the White 
House. I decided it was time to pull the book from 
my stack and get some background on this battle. 
As I write this review, anti-tar sands organizers are in 
the midst of preparing, for mass actions in Canada's 
capitol, Ottowa. 

A defining mass movement of our times is underway. 
The presence of a book like Heart of the Monster is 
evidence that it's settling in roots for the long haul of 
a struggle — that the movement is nurturing a broad 
culture of resistance to fight from. 

The book is divided up in two primary sections 
between co-authors Davidjames Duncan and Rick Bass, 
the first section is part essay, part memoir mirroring 
the book's title. It lays out the facts and statistics of 
tar sands impacts, touching on some possible options 
for local alternatives to the energy empire; the latter is 
presented as a novella, "A Short History of Montana," 
with a narrative voice of someone who may or may 
not have worked as a former aide to a big-headed 
governor, and his border collie dog. 

The Monster 

"On April 8, 2008, the bodies of 1,606 dead waterfowl 
were scooped from a Syncrude tailings pond. Syncrude's 
effluent "pond" is formed by the second largest dam on 
earth... the actual number of birds killed that morning, 
any morning, is impossible to determine because mired 
birds sink fast in the sludge. The bodies of moose and 
bear have been found in the same sludge. In May 2008, 
the same "pond" was responsible for the death of at least 
500 ducks, but the kill was not reported by Syncrude..." 
— David James Duncan, Heart of the Monster 



Prior to reading the book, one would assume its 
title to be based on a simple cliche metaphor for 
industrialism and the oil economy. But there is more 
to it than that, as Duncan explains: "To reach Alberta, 
ExxonMobil's Tar Sands cargo will creep within fifty 
feet of an ancient basalt formation known to the Nez 
Perce people as "The Heart of the Monster, "[p. 113] 
He goes on to tell the details of the creation story 
based on this rock pile heart, in which Coyote tricks 
a monster that is devouring all the animals on Earth 
by getting himself inhaled so he can reach the beast's 
heart and cut it out. Along the journey inside the 
monster, he gets in fights with other living animals 
which turn on Coyote rather than use their strengths 
to stop the monster (resulting in Coyote shortening 
Grizzly's nose and flattening Rattesnake's head). 

The Nez Perce story leaves a strong impression on 
Duncan, inspiring him to make a pretty kick-ass no- 
compromise declaration. "Standing by the Heart of 
the Monster, I could find no reason why those of us 
living outside the dominant paradigm should plead 
any longer with those by whose logic we're being 
so completely misled. To ask corporate Earth-killers 


to stop the killing leaves the decision to the killers' 
tyrannical thought processes." [p. 119] 

And he describes his view of the growing eco- 
resistance movement as a natural force: "This energy 
is neither a political nor religious force. It's more an 
unspoken intensity felt by nearly everyone who is 
fighting for a creature, an ecosystem, an oppressed 
people, a small cultural good. Many have described 
this energy as Earth’s own immune system rising up 
in her defense." [p. 122] 

Duncan's part of the book also has a strong personal 
narrative, starting at his encounter with the parents 
of a young fly fisher, Liam Wood, an 18-year old who 
was killed in an oil pipeline explosion while fishing 
on Whatcom Creek, near Bellingham, Washington, in 
the summer of '99. It turns out Liam was also a fan of 
a novel Duncan had written, The River Why. At this 
point the book could have turned into a feel-good Field 
& Stream magazine promo. Instead it launches into 
a persistent call for mass mobilizing to defend wild 
lands and rural lifestyles from corporate dominance. 

Through a series of stories, dreams, re-telling of 
US history and ancient legends, Duncan lays the 
foundation for a strengthened biocentric resistance 
effort from the northern Rockies and the watersheds 
surrounding Lolo Pass. 

A history of Montana's Governor 

"I need to begin telling the story of who we are, of how we 
made a stand. A true story of how the least populated state 
in the country defeated the largest company in the world, 
and in the process saved the world. It hasn't happened yet 
but I can see it happening. I can see the few trails by which 
we can win.. . " — Rick Bass, A Short History or Montana 

The story continues along a similar trajectory, 
meandering between past, present and future. The 
distinction between fact and fiction is a bit blurry, 
but a reader is left with a pretty clear feeling that 
the unnamed sell-out governor, his border collie Old 
Shep, and the former-aide narrating the story are 
likely based on the real deal. 

While it starts out with some brief geological, 
ecological, political and social history, the vast majority 
is dedicated to an anonymous governor's two terms in 
office. The story documents the transition of a famed 
Montana liberal redneck populist democrat to an ass- 
kissing corporate lackey, with the tone of an indirect 
personal plea to the current governor himself, Brian 
Schweitzer, to change his ways before he becomes 
the symbol of everything wrong in a world where the 
Rocky Mountain glaciers are melting before peoples' 
eyes. 

"p]f we do not make the miracle — if it does not 
happen; if the governor, being mortal, chooses the old 
path... then we will have to put down our hoes and 
rakes and fight. And when we do, or if we do, I believe 


that we will win, for I simply do not think the earth 
can take any more such burning, and that the ground 
we stand on would be on our side. That, although 
outnumbered and facing the largest company in the 
world [Imperial Oil], with the earth's burning at stake, 
Montana would win." [p. 246] 

In a vision from the near future, the story's narrator 
predicts the path to victory: "It was a long campaign 
and though it could have been more organized, in the 
end it was perfect. The first protest was the largest — 
three thousand Northwesterners lying down in the 
road, and cars parked catty-wampus everywhere, 
clotting the highway, so that it took two weeks to 
clear... 

"But still Imperial kept coming, though always, 
they were ambushed. Sometimes it was two or three 
protestors forming a blockade — other times fifty or 
a hundred. Elk hunters set up camps in the center 
of the road and built huge bonfires of beetle-killed 
pine. Blue-haired seventy-something birdwatchers, 
their guidebooks clutched like purses, joined with 
river rafters to stop the trucks along the Blackfoot 
River... Farmers along the Rocky Mountain Front 
blocked highway 89 with their tractors and sprayers. 
And Reserve Street in Missoula — already the most 
congested road in Montana — became the site of many 
epic battles... 

"After a while, the TV and radio crews stopped 
covering the story, as they eventually do in all wars; 
instead, it had just become a way of doing things. . . The 
governor scolded the state, but could not control his 
state. The blockades became a form of entertainment. 
Instead of bingo or Sunday night church service, 
people would say to one another, let's go stop the 
trucks. " [p. 248] 

Back to the real world 

The fight has already begun. And the group 
who published the book, All Against the Haul, just 
announced a major court victory on their blog 
this summer, the week following the Earth First! 
action which shut down the capitol building in 
Helena. The Montana District Court issued an order 
granting a motion to halt the megaload corridor 
project on scenic Route 12, stating that the Montana 
Department of Transportation (MDT) violated the 
state's Environmental Policy Act. MDT claims that 
they will attempt to reverse the ruling, but it seems 
that one tentacle of the tar sands may indeed already 
be severed — no thanks to the governer. 

Meanwhile, trucks are rolling along other routes, 
carrying tar sands equipment across the northwest 
to Alberta; actions have already begun taking place 
in Idaho. And while a mass opposition to the tar 
sands has been growing across the US, it has not yet 
shown signs of taking shape as the vision in Heart of 
the Monster has laid out. Of course, the real future is 
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HEM OF THE MONSTER 
OFFERS THE SORT OF GROUNDING 
IN A LOCAL CULTURE AND 
REGIONAL ECOLOGY THAT MAKE 
UP THE ROOTS OF SUCCESSFUL 
STRUGGLE... OUR AIM SHOULD 
BE TO SPREAD THE ROOK’S 
SENTIMENT LIKE WILDFIRE, SO 
WHEN OBAMA FAILS TO BE THE 
SAVIOR, PEOPLE WILL KNOW 
HOW AND WHERE TO RESPOND. 


unwritten and it tends to require guidance to direct it 
on the path we desire. 

Which brings me to the main distinction between 
book and reality. At this point, a majority of resources 
for anti-tar sands actions have focused on swaying 
politicians rather than physical obstructions in the 
bioregions which are most directly impacted, or where 
trucks and pipelines are already passing. The broader 
strategy of efforts like the Tar Sands Action in DC 
have focused on stopping infrastructure from being 
approved rather than opposing the transport that is 
already underway. 

Which is a higher priority? Which approach will 
be more effective over the long term? It's certainly 
up for debate. But regardless of what results from 
that discussion, Heart of the Monster offers the sort of 
grounding in a local culture and regional ecology that 
make up the roots of successful struggle, which ever 
tactics are chosen. Our aim should be to spread the 
book's sentiment like wildfire, so when Obama fails 
to be the savior, people will know how and where to 
respond. 

About the writing 

In a recent interview on Grist.com, Duncan called 
Heart of the Monster "a fast response book," meaning 
it was completed in a mere seven weeks, including 
research, writing, editing, illustration, design, and 
self-publishing — of a 250-page book! 

While the external presentation of the book is 
beautiful, the urgency and haste of the project shows 
on occasion in the writing. The book reads like it could 
have used a few more edits for problems with flow and 
content redundancy. But overall, it is an incredible feat 
that other campaigns should take note of. The book 
seems to have been a powerful tool for mobilizing the 
following of these two known and respected authors 
to galvanize the anti-tar sands battle. A simple search 
for it online turns up several published reviews in 
literary circles outside the usual suspects of activism. 

Best of all, Heart of the Monster made me feel like those 
of us throwing down to fight the industrial juggernaut 
are not alone. While I didn't agree with everything 
in the book, I shared some basic, key values with the 
authors. Whether they identify with Earth First! or 
not, the book felt very much like a contribution to 
EFI-culture. Action-oriented literary projects, like this 
book, make the movement feel firmer than ever to 
me. Let's see more of it. 


Find out more about the book, its authors and 
their activist work against tar sands infrastructure at 
AllAgainstTheHall.org. For a more thorough analysis of 
history and impacts from the Alberta Tar Sands, check out 
"Into the Muskeg Swamps," published in Beltane 2011 
edition of the EF! Journal. 
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A Fable of Early Empire 


BY STRANGERS IN A TANGLED WILDERNESS 

Drawing by Robin Savage 


(V ast herds of reindeer migrated across 
the tundra of the north, and the tribes migrated 
with them. It was a time before settlement, a time 
before animal husbandry and it was a time before 
nations. 

The tribes would skirmish whenever two con- 
verged on one herd by accident, but the results were 
far from disastrous. Most often, the weaker tribe 
conceded without a fight, though sometimes they 
would raise the banners of war. On these rare in- 
stances, the larger tribe usually left rather than face 
such a risk to their people. Occasionally, neither 
side backed down and many, usually brash young 
hunters, would be injured or killed. 

Prisoners were incorporated into the victorious 
tribe, a practice that kept the bloodlines diverse 
and strong. 

This had been going on since the time before time. 
And, of course, one tribe almost ruined it for everyone. 
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The Jakkiolenna were the most powerful tribe in 
all their frozen world, and so sure were they of their 
power that they eventually refused to back down from 
any fight. As they won battle after battle, they brought 
more prisoners into their midst and soon the tribe was 
growing too large to sustain itself nomadically. 

Previously, when something of this nature would 
occur, a tribe's priestess would dictate that more chil- 
dren should be sacrificed to Bear, Wolf and Raven. But 
the Jakkiolenna worshipped Iksi, a god of light and 
fire, a god who wanted his tribe only to grow. 

The tribe sent an emissary to track the Sekkiolummi, 
the second largest tribe of the tundra. Their emissary 
reached the Sekkiolummi at the edge of the great 
North Ocean; he was escorted into camp as the sun 
began to set over the water, as the sacrificial fire took 
an elderly reindeer. 

"I offer you the chance to serve the Jakkiolenna," the em- 
issary spoke, and the chief of the Sekkiolummi laughed. 

But as the cold and truth of night set in, the chief 
began to listen to the poisonous words of empire, and 
soon the first political alliance was formed. 

The Sekkiolummi agreed to enforce the law of trib- 
ute upon any tribe they encountered. In exchange, 
the Jakkiolenna agreed not to kill the Sekkiolummi, 
and allowed them to keep a portion of these taxes. 

Within a year, every tribe was paying tribute to the 
Jakkiolenna. Each begrudged the levy but had their 
own survival to think of; they could not spare any 
hunters for war. Nor could they deviate from the path 
of the herds. They felt that they had no option. 

As is the manner of children, the youth were less 
practical and more given to passion. One night, the 
children of the Sekkiolummi, aged eight to fifteen, 
gathered in the tent of Illakkes. 

Illakkes — a fifteen-year-old priestess-in-training— 
followed Ilia, goddess of the dark, earth and owl. Ilia 
was quite displeased; meat intended for sacrifice to 
her birds was being given to the Jakkiolenna instead, 
and Ilia had grown lean. 

"Oh Ilia, how can we break from this tyranny?" Il- 
lakkes asked her patron, while the rest of the youth 
watched on. 


Ilia possessed a boy of nine and answered in a pre- 
pubescent voice: "Fire is the refuge of cowards and ty- 
rants, but the bold may walk under the moon." 

And thus were the Illawen — the dark-helpers — born. 
When their parents packed carts of taxed meat to de- 
liver to their governors, the Illawen stole much of it 
for themselves. Winter was coming, and the tribes 
were headed south to the woods where the reindeer 
grazed until spring. The Illawen planned to shadow 
the Jakkiolenna as they traveled. 

Before they left, Illakkes went to the tent of her men- 
tor. While the high priestess slept, her student crept 
upon her, bone dagger in hand. The older woman's 
eyes shot open and saw for the last time. 

Illakkes spoke: "You ought not have allowed this." 

The journey was a dangerous one for the chil- 
dren. They had little to eat and only their passion for 
warmth, but the moon cast light on them and they 
never wavered from their path. 

With unforeseeable haste they came upon the 
trail of the Jakkiolenna, and the Illawen set about 
their work. 

When a tribe was on the move, one man was given the 
role of ember-bearer. He carried a special shell wrapped 
in hide, which bore embers as seed for the next night's 
fires. The Illawen sent a scout to identify the carrier of 
the ceremonial coal, and the next day they struck. 

As the ember-bearer walked past a cliff, an elder girl 
from among the Illawen cast a spear into his leg with her 
atlatl. The Jakkiolenna hunters set out at once to find 
the antagonist, but the girl hid in the recess of a tree 
too small for a full-grown man. She thus remained un- 
noticed. 

While the imperial hunters ran in blind pursuit, a boy 
of eight walked calmly into the midst of the remaining 
tribespeople, found the leather-wrapped coal and stole 
off with it. 

That night the wounded man succumbed to his blood 
loss, a slow and painful death, and only through great 
effort was a new fire begun. 

The Illawen harried the Jakkiolenna incessantly for 
months, killing a few ember-bearers and a few sentries. 
At night they would extinguish the flames of the camp, 



until the tribe reinforced the watch. 

But after several sleepless nights, the Jakkiolenna 
were too exhausted to hunt and they were forced to 
relax their guard. The fires were extinguished again, 
and the tribe grew weak from lack of sustenance 
and rest. 

Illakkes — no ordinary priestess — befriended an 
old stag reindeer, his hide as dark as midnight snow. 
One night she rode off, leaving the Illawen in charge 
of themselves. 

Illakkes visited tribe after tribe over the course of 
those months, bringing the news of the weakened 
Jakkiolenna. 

"Ask them," she suggested, "if they would not pre- 
fer a tribute of fire rather than meat. And then you 
shall know that they are weak." 

While she was away, one Illawen boy was speared in 
the moonlight by the Jakkiolenna's guard as he crept 
into their camp. His body was taken to the priestess of 
Iksi, who stripped his clothes and revealed his chest. A 
black sun was tattooed on his sternum, a perfect circle 
surrounded by eight triangular rays. 

"Ilia," she said, "this boy serves Ilia. Tonight we sac- 
rifice an owl." 

But the attacks did not relent, for a god's power is 


not found only in symbols. 

When the Jakkiolenna reached the winter woods, 
the Sekkiolummi, their only allies, were nowhere to 
be found. The other tribes, temporarily united, struck 
them down. The few imperial survivors were distrib- 
uted amongst the coalition and the Jakkiolenna were 
no more. 

"What of our people," one young Illawen asked of Il- 
lakkes upon her return, "what of the Sekkiolummi?" 

"The gods direct us," she replied, "and when we 
don't listen, we are lost. Our parents are lost, and we 
shall seek them." 

The Illawen set out north, toward the sea, to search 
for their parents. Led by a young woman on the back 
of a dark gray reindeer, they were never heard from 
again. Some say they died, of course, and others say 
they didn't. 

For more fiction like this check out: 

WWW.TANGLEDWILDERNESS.ORG 

Please redistribute The Illawen (non-comercially). Tb those with respect for the 
concept of intellectual property, this document is under the Creative Commons At- 
tribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.5 License. Everyone else, of course, is free. 



Decisive Ecological Warfare 

Aric McBay 


The task of an activist is not 
to navigate systems of 
oppressive power with 
as much personal integrity 
’as possible, it is to 
dismantle those systems. 
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excerpted from 

Deep Green Resistance: 

Strategy to Save the Planet 

by Aric McBay, Lierre Keith, 6 Derrick Jensen 



An Open Letter to the Earth Liberation Front 

Without ever having met or known any of you, we feel 
that we understand the deep love and overwhelming 
urgency you must feel. We have nothing but the 
deepest respect for your courage and commitment. 
The text presented here is what we've developed from 
the same love and urgency we believe moves you. 

— Premadasi Amada, 

Deep Green Resistance movement 
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There's a time when the operation of the machine becomes so odious, makes 
you so sick at heart, that you can't take part, you can't even passively take part, 
and you've got to put your bodies upon the gears and upon the wheels, upon the 
levers, upon all the apparatus, and you've got to make it stop! 

— Mario Savio, Berkeley Free Speech Movement 

To gain what is worth having, it may be necessary to lose everything else. 

— Bernadette Devlin, Irish activist and politician 


Bringing it Down: Collapse Scenarios 


A t this point in history, there are no good short-term out- 
comes for global human society. Some are better and some 
are worse, and in the long term some are very good, but in 
the short term we're in a bind. I'm not going to lie to you — the 
hour is too late for cheermongering. The only way to find the best 
outcome is to confront our dire situation head on, and not to be 
diverted by false hopes. 

Human society — because of civilization, specifically — has 
painted itself into a corner. As a species we're dependent on the 
draw down of finite supplies of oil, soil, and water. Industrial agri- 
culture (and annual grain agriculture before that) has put us into a 
vicious pattern of population growth and overshoot. We long ago 
exceeded carrying capacity, and the workings of civilization are de- 
stroying that carrying capacity by the second. This is largely the 
fault of those in power, the wealthiest, the states and corporations. 
But the consequences — and the responsibility for dealing with it — 
fall to the rest of us, including nonhumans. 

Physically, it’s not too late for a crash program to limit births 
to reduce the population, cut fossil fuel consumption to nil, re- 
place agricultural monocrops with perennial polycultures, end 
overfishing, and cease industrial encroachment on (or destruction 
of) remaining wild areas. There's no physical reason we couldn't 
start all of these things tomorrow, stop global warming in its 
tracks, reverse overshoot, reverse erosion, reverse aquifer draw- 
down, and bring back all the species and biomes currently on the 
brink. There's no physical reason we couldn't get together and act 
like adults and fix these problems, in the sense that it isn't against 
the laws of physics. 

But socially and politically, we know this is a pipe dream. There 
are material systems of power that make this impossible as long as 
those systems are still intact. Those in power get too much money 
and privilege from destroying the planet. We aren't going to save 
the planet — or our own future as a species — without a fight. 
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What's realistic? What options are actually avail- 
able to us, and what are the consequences? What fol- 
lows are three broad and illustrative scenarios: one in 
which there is no substantive or decisive resistance, 
one in which there i$ limited resistance and a rela- 
tively prolonged collapse, and one in which all-out 
resistance leads to the immediate collapse of civiliza- 
tion and global industrial infrastructure. 


No Resistance 


I f there is no substantive resistance, likely there 
will be a few more years of business as usual, 
though with increasing economic disruption and 
upset. According to the best available data, the im- 
pacts of peak oil start to hit somewhere between 2011 
and 2015, resulting in a rapid decline in global en- 
ergy availability. 1 It's possible that this may happen 
slightly later if all-out attempts are made to extract 
remaining fossil fuels, but that would only prolong 
the inevitable, worsen global warming, and make the 
eventual decline that much steeper and more severe. 
Once peak oil sets in, the increasing cost and decreas- 
ing supply of energy undermines manufacturing and 
transportation, especially on a global scale. 

The energy slide will cause economic turmoil, and 
a self-perpetuating cycle of economic contraction will 
take place. Businesses will be unable to pay their work- 
ers, workers will be unable to buy things, and more 
companies will shrink or go out of business (and will 
be unable to pay their workers). Unable to pay their 
debts and mortgages, homeowners, companies, and 
even states will go bankrupt. (It's possible that this 
process has already begun.) International trade will 
nosedive because of a global depression and increas- 
ing transportation and manufacturing costs. Though 
it's likely that the price of oil will increase over time, 
there will be times when the contracting economy 
causes falling demand for oil, thus suppressing the 
price. The lower cost of oil may, ironically but benefi- 
cially, limit investment in new oil infrastructure. 

At first the collapse will resemble a traditional re- 
cession or depression, with the poor being hit espe- 
cially hard by the increasing costs of basic goods, par- 
ticularly of electricity and heating in cold areas. After 
a few years, the financial limits will become physical 
ones; large-scale energy-intensive manufacturing will 
become not only uneconomical, but impossible. 

A direct result of this will be the collapse of indus- 
trial agriculture. Dependent on vast amounts of en- 
ergy for tractor fuel, synthesized pesticides and fertil- 


izers, irrigation, greenhouse heating, packaging, and 
transportation, global industrial agriculture will run 
up against hard limits to production (driven at first 
by intense competition for energy from other sectors). 
This will be worsened by the depletion of groundwa- 
ter and aquifers, a long history of soil erosion, and the 
early stages of climate change. At first this will cause 
a food and economic crisis mostly felt by the poor. 
Over time, the situation will worsen and industrial 
food production will fall below that required to sus- 
tain the population. 

There will be three main responses to this glob- 
al food shortage. In some areas people will return to 
growing their own food and build sustainable local 
food initiatives. This will be a positive sign, but public 
involvement will be belated and inadequate, as most 
people still won't have caught on to the permanency 
of collapse and won't want to have to grow their own 
food. It will also be made far more difficult by the mas- 
sive urbanization that has occurred in the last century, 
by the destruction of the land, and by climate change. 
Furthermore, most subsistence cultures will have been 
destroyed or uprooted from their land — land inequali- 
ties will hamper people from growing their own food 
(just as they do now in the majority of the world). 
Without well-organized resisters, land reform will not 
happen, and displaced people will not be able to ac- 
cess land. As a result, widespread hunger and starva- 
tion (worsening to famine in bad agricultural years) 
will become endemic in many parts of the world. The 
lack of energy for industrial agriculture will cause a 
resurgence in the institutions of slavery and serfdom. 

Slavery does not occur in a political vacuum. 
Threatened by economic and energy collapse, some 
governments will fall entirely, turning into failed 
states. With no one to stop them, warlords will set 
up shop in the rubble. Others, desperate to maintain 
power against emboldened secessionists and civil un- 
rest, will turn to authoritarian forms of government. 
In a world of diminishing but critical resources, gov- 
ernments will get leaner and meaner. We will see a 
resurgence of authoritarianism in modern forms: 
technofascism and corporation feudalism. The rich 
will increasingly move to private and well-defended 
enclaves. Their country estates will not look apocalyp- 
tic — they will look like eco-Edens, with well-tended 
organic gardens, clean private lakes, and wildlife ref- 
uges. In some cases these enclaves will be tiny, and in 
others they could fill entire countries. 

Meanwhile, the poor will see their own condition 
worsen. The millions of refugees created by economic 
and energy collapse will be on the move, but no one 
will want them. In some brittle areas the influx of 
refugees will overwhelm basic services and cause a 
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local collapse, resulting in cascading waves of refugees 
radiating from collapse and disaster epicenters. In 
some areas refugees will be turned back by force of 
arms. In other areas, racism and discrimination will 
come to the fore as an excuse for authoritarians 
to put marginalized people and dissidents in 
"special settlements," leaving more resources for 
the privileged . 2 Desperate people will be the only 
candidates for the dangerous and dirty manual labor 
required to keep industrial manufacturing going 
once the energy supply dwindles. Hence, those in 
power will consider autonomous and self-sustaining 
communities a threat to their labor supply, and 
suppress or destroy them. 

Despite all of this, technological "progress" will 
not yet stop. For a time it will continue in fits and 
starts, although humanity will be split into increas- 
ingly divergent groups. Those on the bottom will be 
unable to meet their basic subsistence needs, while 
those on the top will attempt to live lives of privilege 
as they had in the past, even seeing some technologi- 
cal advancements, many of which will be intended 
to cement the superiority of those in power in an in- 
creasingly crowded and hostile world. 

Technofascists will develop and perfect social 
control technologies (already currently in their early 
stages): autonomous drones for surveillance and as- 
sassination; microwave crowd-control devices; MRI- 
assisted brain scans that will allow for infallible lie 
detection, even mind reading and torture. There will 
be no substantive organized resistance in this scenar- 
io, but in each year that passes the technofascists will 
make themselves more and more able to destroy resis- 
tance even in its smallest expression. As time slips by, 
the window of opportunity for resistance will swiftly 
close. Technofascists of the early to mid-twenty-first 
century will have technology for coercion and surveil- 
lance that will make the most practiced of the Stasi or 
the SS look like rank amateurs. Their ability to debase 
humanity will make their predecessors appear saintly 
by comparison. 

Not all governments will take this turn, of 
course. But the authoritarian governments — those 
that will continue ruthlessly exploiting people and 
resources regardless of the consequences — will have 
more sway and more muscle, and will take resources 
from their neighbors and failed states as they please. 
There will be no one to stop them. It won't matter 
if you are the most sustainable eco-village on the 
planet if you live next door to an eternally resource- 
hungry fascist state. 

Meanwhile, with industrial powers increasingly 
desperate for energy, the tenuous remaining environ- 
mental and social regulations will be cast aside. The 


worst of the worst, practices like drilling offshore and 
in wildlife refuges, and mountaintop removal for coal 
will become commonplace. These will be merely the 
dregs of prehistoric energy reserves. The drilling will 
only prolong the endurance of industrial civilization 
for a matter of months or years, but ecological dam- 
age will be long-term or permanent (as is happening 
in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge). Because in our 
scenario there is no substantive resistance, this will all 
proceed unobstructed. 

Investment in renewable industrial energy will 
also take place, although it will be belated and ham- 
pered by economic challenges, government bankrupt- 
cies, and budget cuts . 3 Furthermore, long-distance 
power transmission lines will be insufficient and 
crumbling from age. Replacing and upgrading them 
will prove difficult and expensive. As a result, even 
once in place, electric renewables will only produce 
a tiny fraction of the energy produced by petroleum. 
That electric energy will not be suitable to run the vast 
majority of tractors, trucks, and other vehicles or simi- 
lar infrastructure. 

As a consequence, renewable energy will have 
only a minimal moderating affect on the energy cliff. 
In fact, the energy invested in the new infrastructure 
will take years to pay itself back with electricity gen- 
erated. Massive infrastructure upgrades will actually 
steepen the energy cliff by decreasing the amount of 
energy available for daily activities. There will be a 
constant struggle to allocate limited supplies of en- 
ergy under successive crises. There will be some ra- 
tioning to prevent riots, but most energy (regardless 
of the source) will go to governments, the military, 
corporations, and the rich. 

Energy constraints will make it impossible to even 
attempt any full-scale infrastructure overhauls like hy- 
drogen economies (which wouldn't solve the problem 
anyway). Biofuels will take off in many areas, despite 
the fact that they mostly have a poor ratio of energy 
returned on energy invested (EROEI). The EROEI will 
be better in tropical countries, so remaining tropi- 
cal forests will be massively logged to clear land for 
biofuel production. (Often, forests will be logged en 
masse simply to burn for fuel.) Heavy machinery will 
be too expensive for most plantations, so their labor 
will come from slavery and serfdom under authori- 
tarian governments and corporate feudalism. (Slavery 
is currently used in Brazil to log forests and produce 
charcoal by hand for the steel industry, after all .) 4 The 
global effects of biofuel production will be increases 
in the cost of food, increases in water and irrigation 
drawdown for agriculture, and worsening soil erosion. 
Regardless, its production will amount to only a small 
fraction of the liquid hydrocarbons available at the 



peak of civilization. 

All of this will have immediate ecological conse- 
quences. The oceans, wracked by increased fishing (to 
compensate for food shortages) and warming-induced 
acidity and coral die-dffs, will be mostly dead. The ex- 
pansion of biofuels will destroy many remaining wild 
areas and global biodiversity will plummet. Tropical 
forests like the Amazon produce the moist climate 
they require through their own vast transpiration, but 
expanded logging and agriculture will cut transpira- 
tion and tip the balance toward permanent drought. 
Even where the forest is not actually cut, the drying 
local climate will be enough to kill it. The Amazon 
will turn into a desert, and other tropical forests will 
follow suit. 

Projectiops vary, but it's almost certain that if 
the majority of the remaining fossil fuels are extract- 
ed and burned, global warming would become self- 
perpetuating and catastrophic. However, the worst 
effects will not be felt until decades into the future, 
once most fossil'fuels have already been exhausted. 
By then, there will be very little energy or industrial 
capacity left for humans to try to compensate for the 
effects of global warming. 

Furthermore, as intense climate change takes 
over, ecological remediation through perennial poly- 
cultures and forest replanting will become impossible. 
The heat and drought will turn forests into net carbon 
emitters, as northern forests die from heat, pests, and 
disease, and then burn in continent-wide fires that 
will make early twenty-first century conflagrations 
look minor. 5 Even intact pastures won't survive the 
temperature extremes as carbon is literally baked out 
of remaining agricultural soils. 

Resource wars between nuclear states will break 
out. War between the US and Russia is less likely than 
it was in the Cold War, but ascending superpowers 
like China will want their piece of the global resource 
pie. Nuclear powers such as India and Pakistan will 
be densely populated and ecologically precarious; cli- 
mate change will dry up major rivers previously fed by 
melting glaciers, and hundreds of millions of people 
in South Asia will live bare meters above sea level. 
With few resources to equip and field a mechanized 
army or air force, nuclear strikes will seem an increas- 
ingly effective action for desperate states. 

If resource wars escalate to nuclear wars, the ef- 
fects will be severe, even in the case of a "minor" nu- 
clear war between countries like India and Pakistan. 
Even if each country uses only fifty Hiroshima-sized 
bombs as air bursts above urban centers, a nuclear 
winter will result. 6 Although lethal levels of fallout 
last only a matter of weeks, the ecological effects will 
be far more severe. The five megatons of smoke pro- 


duced will darken the sky around the world. Strato- 
spheric heating will destroy most of what remains of 
the ozone layer. 7 In contrast to the overall warming 
trend, a "little ice age" will begin immediately and last 
for several years. During that period, temperatures in 
major agricultural regions will routinely drop below 
freezing in summer. Massive and immediate starva- 
tion will occur around the world. 

That's in the case of a small war. The explosive 
power of one hundred Hiroshima-sized bombs ac- 
counts for only 0.03 percent of the global arsenal. If 
a larger number of more powerful bombs are used — 
or if cobalt bombs are used to produce long-term ir- 
radiation and wipe out surface life — the effects will 
be even worse. 8 There will be few human survivors. 
The nuclear winter effect will be temporary, but the 
bombing and subsequent fires will put large amounts 
of carbon into the atmosphere, kill plants, and im- 
pair photosynthesis. As a result, after the ash settles, 
global warming will be even more rapid and worse 
than before. 

Nuclear war or not, the long-term prospects are 
dim. Global warming will continue to worsen long af- 
ter fossil fuels are exhausted. For the planet, the time 
to ecological recovery is measured in tens of millions 
of years, if ever. 9 As James Lovelock has pointed out, 
a major warming event could push the planet into a 
different equilibrium, one much warmer than the cur- 
rent one. 10 It's possible that large plants and animals 
might only be able to survive near the poles. 11 It's also 
possible that the entire planet could become essen- 
tially uninhabitable to large plants and animals, with 
a climate more like Venus than Earth. 

All that is required for this to occur is for current 
trends to continue without substantive and effective 
resistance. All that is required for evil to succeed is 
for good people to do nothing. But this future is not 
inevitable. 


Limited Resistance 


W hat if some forms of limited resistance were 
undertaken? What if there was a serious 
aboveground resistance movement com- 
bined with a small group of underground networks 
working in tandem? (This still would not be a major- 
ity movement — this is extrapolation, not fantasy.) 
What if those movements combined their grand strat- 
egy? The abovegrounders would work to build sus- 
tainable and just communities wherever they were, 
and would use both direct and indirect action to try 
to curb the worst excesses of those in power, to reduce 
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the burning of fossil fuels, to struggle for social and 
ecological justice. Meanwhile, the undergrounders 
would engage in limited attacks on infrastructure (of- 
ten in tandem with aboveground struggles), especially 
energy infrastructure, to try to reduce fossil fuel con- 
sumption and overall industrial activity. The overall 
thrust of this plan would be to use selective attacks to 
accelerate collapse in a deliberate way, like shoving a 
rickety building. 

If this scenario occurred, the first years would 
play out similarly. It would take time to build up re- 
sistance and to ally existing resistance groups into a 
larger strategy. Furthermore, civilization at the peak 
of its power would be too strong to bring down with 
only partial resistance. The years around 2011 to 2015 
would still see the impact of peak oil and the begin- 
ning of an economic tailspin, but in this case there 
would be surgical attacks on energy infrastructure 
that limited new fossil fuel extraction (with a focus on 
the nastier practices like mountain-top removal and 
tar sands). Some of these attacks would be conducted 
by existing resistance groups (like MEND) and some 
by newer groups, including groups in the minority 
world of the rich and powerful. The increasing short- 
age of oil would make pipeline and infrastructure at- 
tacks more popular with militant groups of all stripes. 
During this period, militant groups would organize, 
practice, and learn. 

These attacks would not be symbolic attacks. They 
would be serious attacks designed to be effective but 
timed and targeted to minimize the amount of "col- 
lateral damage" on humans. They would mostly con- 
stitute forms of sabotage. They would be intended to 
cut fossil fuel consumption by some 30 percent within 
the first few years, and more after that. There would 
be similar attacks on energy infrastructure like power 
transmission lines. Because these attacks would cause 
a significant but incomplete reduction in the avail- 
ability of energy in many places, a massive invest- 
ment in local renewable energy (and other measures 
like passive solar heating or better insulation in some 
areas) would be provoked. This would set in motion 
a process of political and infrastructural decentraliza- 
tion. It would also result in political repression and 
real violence targeting those resisters. 

Meanwhile, aboveground groups would be mak- 
ing the most of the economic turmoil. There would 
be a growth in class consciousness and organization. 
Labor and poverty activists would increasingly turn 
to community sufficiency. Local food and self-suffi- 
ciency activists would reach out to people who have 
been pushed out of capitalism. The unemployed and 
underemployed — rapidly growing in number — would 
start to organize a subsistence and trade economy out- 


side of capitalism. Mutual aid and skill sharing would 
be promoted. In the previous scenario, the develop- 
ment of these skills was hampered in part by a lack of 
access to land. In this scenario, however, aboveground 
organizers would learn from groups like the Landless 
Workers Movement in Latin America. Mass organi- 
zation and occupation of lands would force govern- 
ments to cede unused land for "victory garden "-style 
allotments, massive community gardens, and coop- 
erative subsistence farms. 

The situation in many third world countries could 
actually improve because of the global economic col- 
lapse. Minority world countries would no longer en- 
force crushing debt repayment and structural adjust- 
ment programs, nor would CIA goons be able to prop 
up "friendly" dictatorships. The decline of export- 
based economies would have serious consequences, 
yes, but it would also allow land now used for cash 
crops to return to subsistence farms. 

Industrial agriculture would falter and begin to 
collapse. Synthetic fertilizers would become increas- 
ingly expensive and would be carefully conserved 
where they are used, limiting nutrient runoff and al- 
lowing oceanic dead zones to recover. Hunger would 
be reduced by subsistence farming and by the shift 
of small farms toward more traditional work by hand 
and by draft horse, but food would be more valuable 
and in shorter supply. 

Even a 50 percent cut in fossil fuel consumption 
wouldn't stave off widespread hunger and die-off. As 
we have discussed, the vast majority of all energy used 
goes to nonessentials. In the US, the agricultural sec- 
tor accounts for less than 2 percent of all energy use, 
including both direct consumption (like tractor fuel 
and electricity for bams and pumps) and indirect con- 
sumption (like synthetic fertilizers and pesticides). 12 
That's true even though industrial agriculture is in- 
credibly inefficient and spends something like ten 
calories of fossil fuel energy for every food calorie 
produced. Residential energy consumption accounts 
for only 20 percent of US total usage, with industrial, 
commercial, and transportation consumption mak- 
ing up the majority of all consumption. 13 And most of 
that residential energy goes into household applianc- 
es like dryers, air conditioning, and water heating for 
inefficiently used water. The energy used for lighting 
and space heating could be itself drastically reduced 
through trivial measures like lowering thermostats 
and heating the spaces people actually live in. (Most 
don't bother to do these now, but in a collapse situa- 
tion they will do that and more.) 

In fact, even if you want humans to be able to use 
factories to build windmills and use tractors to help 
grow food over the next fifty years, forcing an imme- 



diate cut in fossil fuel consumption should be at the 
top of your to-do list. Right now most of the energy is 
being wasted on plastic junk, too-big houses for rich 
people, bunker buster bombs, and predator drones. 
The only way to ensure there is some oil left for ba- 
sic survival transitions in twenty years is to ensure 
that it isn't being squandered now. The US military is 
the single biggest oil user in the world. Do you want 
to have to tell kids twenty years from now that they 
don't have enough to eat because all the energy was 
spent on pointless neocoloniaLwars? 

Back to the scenario. In some areas, increas- 
ingly abandoned suburbs (unlivable without cheap 
gas) would be taken over, as empty houses would 
become farmhouses, community centers, and clin- 
ics, or would be simply dismantled and salvaged for 
material. Garages would be turned into barns — most 
people couldn't afford gasoline anyway — and goats 
would be grazed in parks. Many roads would be torn 
up and returned to pasture or forest. These reclaimed 
settlements would not be high-tech. The wealthy en- 
claves may have their solar panels and electric wind- 
mills, but most unemployed people wouldn't be able 
to afford such things. In some cases these communi- 
ties would become relatively autonomous. Their so- 
cial practices and equality would vary based on the 
presence of people willing to assert human rights and 
social justice. People would have to resist vigorously 
whenever racism and xenophobia are used as excuses 
for injustice and authoritarianism. 

Attacks on energy infrastructure would become 
more common as oil supplies diminish. In some cas- 
es, these attacks would be politically motivated, and 
in others they would be intended to tap electricity or 
pipelines for poor people. These attacks would steepen 
the energy slide initially. This would have significant 
economic impacts, but it would also turn the tide on 
population growth. The world population would peak 
sooner, and peak population would be smaller (by 
perhaps a billion) than it was in the "no resistance" 
scenario. Because a sharp collapse would happen earli- 
er than it otherwise would have, there would be more 
intact land in the world per person, and more people 
who still know how to do subsistence farming. 

The presence of an organized militant resistance 
movement would provoke a reaction from those in 
power. Some of them would use resistance as an ex- 
cuse to seize more power to institute martial law or 
overt fascism. Some of them would make use of the 
economic and social crises rippling across the globe. 
Others wouldn't need an excuse. 

Authoritarians would seize power where they 
could, and try to in almost every country. However, 
they would be hampered by aboveground and 


underground resistance, and by decentralization 
and the emergence of autonomous communities. 
In some countries, mass mobilizations would 
stop potential dictators. In others, the upsurge in 
resistance would dissolve centralized state rule, 
resulting in the emergence of regional confederations 
in some places and in warlords in others. In unlucky 
countries, authoritarianism would take power. The 
good news is that people would have resistance 
infrastructure in place to fight and limit the spread 
of authoritarians, and authoritarians would have 
not developed as much technology of control as 
they did in the "no resistance" scenario. 

There would still be refugees flooding out of many 
areas (including urban areas). The reduction in green- 
house gas emissions caused by attacks on industrial 
infrastructures would reduce or delay climate catas- 
trophe. Networks of autonomous subsistence commu- 
nities would be able to accept and integrate some of 
these people. In the same way that rooted plants can 
prevent a landslide on a steep slope, the cascades of 
refugees would be reduced in some areas by willing 
communities. In other areas, the numbers of refugees 
would be too much to cope with effectively . 14 

The development of biofuels (and the fate of 
tropical forests) is uncertain. Remaining centralized 
states — though they may be smaller and less pow- 
erful — would still want to squeeze out energy from 
wherever they could. Serious militant resistance — in 
many cases insurgency and guerilla warfare — would 
be required to stop industrialists from turning tropi- 
cal forests into plantations or extracting coal at any 
cost. In this scenario, resistance would still be limited, 
and it is questionable whether that level of militancy 
would be effectively mustered. 

This means that the long-term impacts of the 
greenhouse effect would be uncertain. Fossil fuel burn- 
ing would have to be kept to an absolute minimum to 
avoid a runaway greenhouse effect. That could prove 
very difficult. 

But if a runaway greenhouse effect could be 
avoided, many areas could be able to recover rapid- 
ly. A return to perennial polycultures, implemented 
by autonomous communities, could help reverse 
the greenhouse effect. The oceans would look better 
quickly, aided by a reduction in industrial fishing and 
the end of the synthetic fertilizer runoff that creates 
so many dead zones now. 

The likelihood of nuclear war would be much lower 
than in the "no resistance" scenario. Refugee cascades 
in South Asia would be diminished. Overall resource 
consumption would be lower, so resource wars would 
be less likely to occur. And militaristic states would be 
weaker and fewer in number. Nuclear war wouldn't be 
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impossible, but if it did happen, it could be less severe. 

There are many ways in which this scenario is ap- 
pealing. But it has problems as well, both in imple- 
mentation and in plausibility. One problem is with 
the integration of aboveground and underground ac- 
tion. Most aboveground environmental organizations 
are currently opposed to any kind of militancy. This 
could hamper the possibility of strategic cooperation 
between underground militants and aboveground 
groups that could mobilize greater numbers. (It would 
also doom our aboveground groups to failure as their 
record so far demonstrates.) 

It's also questionable whether the cut in fossil 
fuel consumption described here would be sufficient 
to avoid runaway global warming. If runaway global 
warming does take place, all of the beneficial work of 
the abovegrounders would be wiped out. The con- 
verse pfoblem is that a steeper decline in fossil fuel 
consumption would very possibly result in significant 
human casualties and deprivation. It's also possible 
that the mobilization of large numbers of people to 
subsistence farming in a short time is unrealistic. By 
the time most people are willing to take that step, it 
could be too late. 

So while in some ways this scenario represents an 
ideal compromise — a win-win situation for humans 
and the planet — it could just as easily be a lose-lose 
situation without serious and timely action. That 
brings us to our last scenario, one of all-out resistance 
and attacks on infrastructure intended to guarantee 
the survival of a livable planet. 


All-Out Attacks On Infrastructure 


I n this final scenario, militant resistance would 
have one primary goal: to reduce fossil fuel con- 
sumption (and hence, all ecological damage) as 
immediately and rapidly as possible. A 90 percent re- 
duction would be the ballpark target. For militants in 
this scenario, impacts on civilized humans would be 
secondary. 

Here's their rationale in a nutshell: Humans 
aren't going to do anything in time to prevent the 
planet from being destroyed wholesale. Poor people 
are too preoccupied by primary emergencies, rich 
people benefit from the status quo, and the middle 
class (rich people by global standards) are too ob- 
sessed with their own entitlement and the techno- 
logical spectacle to do anything. The risk of runaway 
global warming is immediate. A drop in the human 
population is inevitable, and fewer people will die if 
collapse happens sooner. 


Think of it like this. We know we are in over- 
shoot as a species. That means that a significant 
portion of the people now alive may have to die be- 
fore we are back under carrying capacity. And that 
disparity is growing by the day. Every day carrying 
capacity is driven down by hundreds of thousands 
of humans, and every day the human population 
increases by more than 200, 000. 15 The people add- 
ed to the overshoot each day are needless, point- 
less deaths. Delaying collapse, they argue, is itself a 
form of mass murder. 

Furthermore, they would argue, humans are only 
one species of millions. To kill millions of species for 
the benefit of one is insane, just as killing millions of 
people for the benefit of one person would be insane. 
And since unimpeded ecological collapse would kill 
off humans anyway, those species will ultimately have 
died for nothing, and the planet will take millions of 
years to recover. Therefore, those of us who care about 
the future of the planet have to dismantle the indus- 
trial energy infrastructure as rapidly as possible. We'll 
all have to deal with the social consequences as best 
we can. Besides, rapid collapse is ultimately good for 
humans — even if there is a partial die-off — because at 
least some people survive. And remember, the people 
who need the system to come down the most are the 
rural poor in the majority of the world: the faster the 
actionists can bring down industrial civilization, the 
better the prospects for those people and their land- 
bases. Regardless, without immediate action, every- 
one dies. 

In this scenario, well-organized underground 
militants would make coordinated attacks on energy 
infrastructure around the world. These would take 
whatever tactical form militants could muster — ac- 
tions against pipelines, power lines, tankers, and re- 
fineries, perhaps using electromagnetic pulses (EMPs) 
to do damage. Unlike in the previous scenario, no at- 
tempt would be made to keep pace with aboveground 
activists. The attacks would be as persistent as the 
militants could manage. Fossil fuel energy availability 
would decline by 90 percent. Greenhouse gas emis- 
sions would plummet. 

The industrial economy would come apart. Man- 
ufacturing and transportation would halt because of 
frequent blackouts and tremendously high prices for 
fossil fuels. Some, perhaps most, governments would 
institute martial law and rationing. Governments that 
took an authoritarian route would be especially tar- 
geted by militant resisters. Other states would simply 
fail and fall apart. 

In theory, with a 90 percent reduction in fossil 
fuel availability, there would still be enough to aid 
basic survival activities like growing food, heating, 



and cooking. Governments and civil institutions 
could still attempt a rapid shift to subsistence activi- 
ties for their populations, but instead, militaries and 
the very wealthy would attempt to suck up virtually 
all remaining supplies of energy. In some places, they 
would succeed in doing so and widespread hunger 
would result. In others, people would refuse the au- 
thority of those in power. Most existing large-scale 
institutions would simply collapse, and it would be 
up to local people to either make a stand for human 
rights and a better way of life or give in to authoritar- 
ian power. The death rate would increase, but as we 
have seen in examples from Cuba and Russia, civic 
order can still hold despite the hardships. 

What happens next would depend on a number 
of factors. If the attacks could persist and oil extrac- 
tion were kept minimal for a prolonged period, in- 
dustrial civilization would be unlikely to reorganize 
itself. Well-guarded industrial enclaves would remain, 
escorting fuel and resources under arms. If martial law 
succeeded in stopping attacks after the first few waves 
(something it has been unable to do in, for example, 
Nigeria), the effects would be uncertain. In the twen- 
tieth century, industrial societies have recovered from 
disasters, as Europe did after World War II. But this 
would be a different situation. For most areas, there 
would be no outside aid. Populations would no longer 
be able to outrun the overshoot currently concealed 
by fossil fuels. That does not mean the effects would 
be the same everywhere; rural and traditional popula- 
tions would be better placed to cope. 

In most areas, reorganizing an energy-intense 
industrial civilization would be impossible. Even 
where existing political organizations persist, con- 
sumption Would drop. Those in power would be un- 
able to project force over long distances, and would 
have to mostly limit their activities to nearby areas. 
This means that, for example, tropical biofuel plan- 
tations would not be feasible. The same goes for tar 
sands and mountain-top removal coal mining. The 
construction of new large-scale infrastructure would 
simply not be possible. 

Though the human population would decline, 
things would look good for virtually every other spe- 
cies. The oceans would begin to recover rapidly. The 
same goes for damaged wilderness areas. Because 
greenhouse emissions would have been reduced to a 
tiny fraction of their previous levels, runaway global 
warming would likely be averted. In fact, returning 
forests and grasslands would sequester carbon, help- 
ing to maintain a livable climate. 

Nuclear war would be unlikely. Diminished popula- 
tions and industrial activities would reduce competition 
between remaining states. Resource limitations would 


be largely logistical in nature, so escalating resource wars 
over supplies and resource-rich areas would be pointless. 

This scenario, too, has its implementation and 
plausibility caveats. It guarantees a future for both the 
planet and the human species. This scenario would 
save trillions upon trillions upon trillions of living 
creatures. Yes, it would create hardship for the urban 
wealthy and poor, though most others would be bet- 
ter off immediately. It would be an understatement to 
call such a concept unpopular (although the militants 
in this scenario would argue that fewer people will die 
than in the case of runaway global warming or busi- 
ness as usual). 

There is also the question of plausibility. Could 
enough ecologically motivated militants mobilize to 
enact this scenario? No doubt for many people the 
second, more moderate scenario seems both more ap- 
pealing and more likely. 

There is of course an infinitude of possible futures 
we could describe. We will describe one more possible 
future, a combination of the previous two, in which 
a resistance movement embarks on a strategy of Deci- 
sive Ecological Warfare 


Decisive Ecological Strategy 


T he ultimate goal of the primary resistance 
movement in this scenario is simply a living 
planet — a planet not just living, but in recovery, 
growing more alive and more diverse year after year. 
A planet on which humans live in equitable and sus- 
tainable communities without exploiting the planet 
or each other. Given our current state of emergency, 
this translates into a more immediate goal, which is at 
the heart of this movement's grand strategy: 

Goal 1: To disrupt and dismantle industrial civi- 
lization; to thereby remove the ability of the powerful 
to exploit the marginalized and destroy the planet. 

This movement's second goal both depends on 
and assists the first: 

Goal 2: To defend and rebuild just, sustainable, 
and autonomous human communities, and, as part of 
that, to assist in the recovery of the land. 

To accomplish these goals requires several broad 
strategies involving large numbers of people in many 
different organizations, both aboveground and under- 
ground. The primary strategies needed in this theo- 
retical scenario include the following: 

Strategy A: Engage in direct militant actions against 
industrial infrastructure, especially energy infrastructure. 

Strategy B: Aid and participate in ongoing so- 
cial and ecological justice struggles; promote equality 
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and undermine exploitation by those in power. 

Strategy C: Defend the land and prevent the ex- 
pansion of industrial logging, mining, construction, 
and so on, such that more intact land and species will 
remain when civilization does collapse. 

Strategy D: Build and mobilize resistance orga- 
nizations that will support the above activities, in- 
cluding decentralized training, recruitment, logistical 
support, and so on. 

Strategy E: Rebuild a sustainable subsistence 
base for human societies (including perennial polyc- 
ultures for food) and localized, democratic communi- 
ties that uphold human rights. 

In describing this alternate future scenario, we 
should be clear about some shorthand phrases like 
"actions against industrial infrastructure." Not all in- 
frastructure is created equal, and not all actions against 
infrastructure are of equal priority, efficacy, or moral 
acceptability to the resistance movements in this sce- 
nario. As Derrick wrote in Endgame, you can't make a 
moral argument for blowing up a children's hospital. 
On the other hand, you can't make a moral argument 
against taking out cell phone towers. Some infrastruc- 
ture is easy, some is hard, and some is harder. 

On the same theme, there are many different 
mechanisms driving collapse, and they are not all 
equal or equally desirable. In the Decisive Ecological 
Warfare scenario, some of the mechanisms are inten- 
tionally accelerated and encouraged, while others 
are slowed or reduced. For example, energy decline 
by decreasing consumption of fossil fuels is a mecha- 
nism of collapse highly beneficial to the planet and 
(especially in the medium to long term) humans, and 
that mechanism is encouraged. On the other hand, 
ecological collapse through habitat destruction and 
biodiversity crash is also a mechanism of collapse (al- 
beit one that takes longer to affect humans), and that 
kind of collapse is slowed or stopped whenever and 
wherever possible. 

Collapse, in the most general terms, is a rapid loss 
of complexity . 16 It is a shift toward smaller and more 
decentralized structures — social, political, economic — 
with less social stratification, regulation, behavioral 
control and regimentation, and so on . 17 Major mecha- 
nisms of collapse include (in no particular order): 

• Energy decline as fossil fuel extraction peaks, 
and a growing, industrializing population 
drives down per capita availability. 

• Industrial collapse as global economies of 
scale are ruined by increasing transport 
and manufacturing costs, and by economic 
decline. 

• Economic collapse as global corporate capital- 


ism is unable to maintain growth and basic 
operations. 

• Climate change causing ecological collapse, 
agricultural failure, hunger, refugees, disease, 
and so on. 

• Ecological collapse of many different kinds 
driven by resource extraction, destruction of 
habitat, crashing biodiversity, and climate 
change. 

• Disease, including epidemics and pandemics, 
caused by crowded living conditions and pov- 
erty, along with bacteria diseases increasingly 
resistant to antibiotics. 

• Food crises caused by the displacement of 
subsistence farmers and destruction of lo- 
cal food systems, competition for grains 
by factory farms and biofuels, poverty, and 
physical limits to food production because of 
drawdown. 

• Drawdown as the accelerating consumption 
of finite supplies of water, soil, and oil leads to 
rapid exhaustion of accessible supplies. 

• Political collapse as large political entities 
break into smaller groups, secessionists break 
away from larger states, and some states go 
bankrupt or simply fail. 

• Social collapse as resource shortages and po- 
litical upheaval break large, artificial group 
identities into smaller ones (sometimes based 
along class, ethnic, or regional affinities), of- 
ten with competition between those groups. 

• War and armed conflict, especially resource 
wars over remaining supplies of finite resourc- 
es and internal conflicts between warlords 
and rival factions. 

• Crime and exploitation caused by poverty 
and inequality, especially in crowded urban 
areas. 

• Refugee displacement resulting from spon- 
taneous disasters like earthquakes and hurri- 
canes, but worsened by climate change, food 
shortages, and so on. 

In this scenario, each negative aspect of the collapse 
of civilization has a reciprocal trend that the resistance 
movement encourages. The collapse of large authoritar- 
ian political structures has a countertrend of emerging 
small-scale participatory political structures. The collapse 
of global industrial capitalism has a countertrend of lo- 
cal systems of exchange, cooperation, and mutual aid. 
And so on. Generally speaking, in this alternate future, 
a small number of underground people bring down the 
big bad structures, and a large number of aboveground 
people cultivate the little good structures. 
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In his book The Collapse of Complex Societies, Jo- 
seph Tainter argues that a major mechanism for col- 
lapse has to do with societal complexity. Complexity 
is a general term that>includes the number of different 
jobs or roles in society (e.g., not just healers but epide- 
miologists, trauma surgeons, gerontologists, etc.), the 
size and complexity of political structures (e.g., not 
just popular assemblies but vast sprawling bureaucra- 
cies), the number and complexity of manufactured 
items and technology (e.g., not just spears, but many 
different calibers and types of bullets), and so on. 
Civilizations tend to try to use complexity to address 
problems, and as a result their complexity increases 
over time. 

But complexity has a cost. The decline of a civ- 
ilization begins when the costs of complexity be- 
gin to exceed the benefits — in other words, when 
increased complexity begins to offer declining re- 
turns. At that point, individual people, families, 
communities, and political and social subunits have 
a disincentive to participate in that civilization. The 
complexity keeps increasing, yes, but it keeps get- 
ting more expensive. Eventually the ballooning 
costs force that civilization to collapse, and people 
fall back on smaller and more local political organi- 
zations and social groups. 

Part of the job of the resistance movement is to 
increase the cost and decrease the returns of empire- 
scale complexity. This doesn't require instantaneous 
collapse or global dramatic actions. Even small actions 
can increase the cost of complexity and accelerate the 
good parts of collapse while tempering the bad. 

Part of Tainter's argument is that modern society 
won't collapse in the same way as old societies, be- 
cause complexity (through, for example, large-scale 
agriculture and fossil fuel extraction) has become 
the physical underpinning of human life rather than 
a side benefit. Many historical societies collapsed 
when people returned to villages and less complex 
traditional life. They chose to do this. Modern peo- 
ple won't do that, at least not on a large scale, in 
part because the villages are gone, and traditional 
ways of life are no longer directly accessible to them. 
This means that people in modern civilization are 
in a bind, and many will continue to struggle for in- 
dustrial civilization even when continuing it is obvi- 
ously counterproductive. Under a Decisive Ecologi- 
cal Warfare scenario, aboveground activists facilitate 
this aspect of collapse by developing alternatives 
that will ease the pressure and encourage people to 
leave industrial capitalism by choice. 


T here's something admirable about the concept 
of protracted popular warfare that was used in 
China and Vietnam. It's an elegant idea, if war 
can ever be described in such terms; the core idea is 
adaptable and applicable even in the face of major set- 
backs and twists of fate. 

But protracted popular warfare as such doesn't 
apply to the particular future we are discussing. The 
people in that scenario will never have the numbers 
that protracted popular warfare requires. But they will 
also face a different kind of adversary, for which dif- 
ferent tactics are applicable. So they will take the es- 
sential idea of protracted popular warfare and apply it 
to their own situation — that of needing to save their 
planet, to bring down industrial civilization and keep 
it down. And they will devise a new grand strategy 
based on a simple continuum of steps that flow logi- 
cally one after the other. 

In this alternate future scenario, Decisive Ecologi- 
cal Warfare has four phases that progress from the 
near future through the fall of industrial civilization. 
The first phase is Networking & Mobilization. The 
second phase is Sabotage & Asymmetric Action. The 
third phase is Systems Disruption. And the fourth and 
final phase is Decisive Dismantling of Infrastructure. 

Each phase has its own objectives, operational ap- 
proaches, and organizational requirements. There's 
no distinct dividing line between the phases, and dif- 
ferent regions progress through the phases at differ- 
ent times. These phases emphasize the role of militant 
resistance networks. The aboveground building of al- 
ternatives and revitalization of human communities 
happen at the same time. But this does not require the 
same strategic rigor; rebuilding healthy human com- 
munities with a subsistence base must simply happen 
as fast as possible, everywhere, with timetables and 
methods suited to the region. This scenario's militant 
resisters, on the other hand, need to share some grand 
strategy to succeed. 


Phase I: Networking 6 Mobilization 


P reamble: In phase one, resisters focus on orga- 
nizing themselves into networks and building 
cultures of resistance to sustain those networks. 
Many sympathizers or potential recruits are unfamil- 
iar With serious resistance strategy and action, so ef- 
forts are taken to spread that information. But key in 
this phase is actually forming the above- and under- 
ground organizations (or at least nuclei) that will car- 
ry out organizational recruitment and decisive action. 
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Security culture and resistance culture are not very 
well developed at this point, so extra efforts are made 
to avoid sloppy mistakes that would lead to arrests, 
and to dissuade informers from gathering or passing 
on information. 

Training of activists is key in this phase, especially 
through low-risk (but effective) actions. New recruits 
will become the combatants, cadres, and leaders of 
later phases. New activists are enculturated into the re- 
sistance ethos, and existing activists drop bad or coun- 
terproductive habits. This is a time when the resistance 
movement gets organized and gets serious. People are 
putting their individual needs and conflicts aside in or- 
der to form a movement that can fight to win. 

In this phase, isolated people come together to 
form a vision and strategy for the future, and to es- 
tablish the nuclei of future organizations. Of course, 
networking occurs with resistance-oriented organiza- 
tions that already exist, but most mainstream organi- 
zations are not willing to adopt positions of militancy 
or intransigence with regard to those in power or the 
crises they face. If possible, they should be encouraged 
to take positions more in line with the scale of the 
problems at hand. 

This phase is already underway, but a great deal of 
work remains to be done. 

Objectives: 

• To build a culture of resistance, with all that 
entails. 

• To build aboveground and underground resis- 
tance networks, and to ensure the survival of 
those networks. 

Operations 

• Operations are generally lower-risk actions, 
so that people can be trained and screened, 
and support networks put in place. These will 
fall primarily into the sustaining and shaping 
categories. 

• Maximal recruitment and training is very 
important at this point. The earlier people 
are recruited, the more likely they are to be 
trustworthy and the longer time is available 
to screen them for their competency for more 
serious action. 

• Communications and propaganda operations 
are also required for outreach and to spread in- 
formation about useful tactics and strategies, 
and on the necessity for organized action. 

Organization: 

• Most resistance organizations in this scenario 
are still diffuse networks, but they begin to 
extend and coalesce. This phase aims to build 
organization. 


Phase II: Sabotage 6 Asymmetric Action 


P reamble: In this phase, the resisters might at- 
tempt to disrupt or disable particular targets on 
an opportunistic basis. For the most part, the re- 
quired underground networks and skills do not yet ex- 
ist to take on multiple larger targets. Resisters may go 
after particularly egregious targets — coal-fired power 
plants or exploitative banks. At this phase, the resis- 
tance focus is on practice, probing enemy networks 
and security, and increasing support while build- 
ing organizational networks. In this possible future, 
underground cells do not attempt to provoke over- 
whelming repression beyond the ability of what their 
nascent networks can cope with. Furthermore, when 
serious repression and setbacks do occur, they retreat 
toward the earlier phase with its emphasis on organi- 
zation and survival. Indeed, major setbacks probably 
do happen at this phase, indicating a lack of basic 
rules and structure and signaling the need to fall back 
on some of the priorities of the first phase. 

The resistance movement in this scenario under- 
stands the importance of decisive action. Their em- 
phasis in the first two phases has not been on direct 
action, but not because they are holding back. It's be- 
cause they are working as well as they damned well 
can, but doing so while putting one foot in front of 
the other. They know that the planet (and the future) 
need their action, but understand that it won't benefit 
from foolish and hasty action, or from creating prob- 
lems for which they are not yet prepared. That only 
leads to a morale whiplash and disappointment. So 
their movement acts as seriously and swiftly and deci- 
sively as it can, but makes sure that it lays the founda- 
tion it needs to be truly effective. 

The more people join that movement, the harder 
they work, and the more driven they are, the faster 
they can progress from one phase to the next. 

In this alternate future, aboveground activists in 
particular take on several important tasks. They push 
for acceptance and normalization of more militant 
and radical tactics where appropriate. They vocally 
support sabotage when it occurs. More moderate ad- 
vocacy groups use the occurrence of sabotage to criti- 
cize those in power for failing to take action on criti- 
cal issues like climate change (rather than criticizing 
the saboteurs). They argue that sabotage would not 
be necessary if civil society would make a reasonable 
response to social and ecological problems, and use 
the opportunity and publicity to push solutions to the 
problems. They do not side with those in power against 
the saboteurs, but argue that the situation is serious 
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enough to make such action legitimate, even though 
they have personally chosen a different course. 

At this point in the scenario, more radical and 
grassroots groups continue to establish a community 
of resistance, but also establish discrete organizations 
and parallel institutions. These institutions establish 
themselves and their legitimacy, make community 
connections, and particularly take steps to found rela- 
tionships outside of the traditional "activist bubble." 
These institutions also focus on emergency and disas- 
ter preparedness, and helping people cope with im- 
pending collapse. 

Simultaneously, aboveground activists organize 
people for civil disobedience, mass confrontation, 
and other forms of direct action where appropriate. 

Something else begins to happen: aboveground 
organizations establish coalitions, confederations, and 
regional networks, knowing that there will be greater 
obstacles to these later on. These confederations max- 
imize the potential of aboveground organizing by 
sharing materials, knowledge, skills, learning curricu- 
la, and so on. They also plan strategically themselves, 
engaging in persistent planned campaigns instead of 
reactive or crisis-to-crisis organizing. 

Objectives: 

• Identify and engage high-priority individual 
targets. These targets are chosen by these re- 
sisters because they are especially attainable 
or for other reasons of target selection. 

• Give training and real-world experience to 
cadres necessary to take on bigger targets and 
systems. Even decisive actions are limited 
in scope and impact at this phase, although 
good target selection and timing allows for 
significant gains. 

• These operations also expose weak points in 
the system, demonstrate the feasibility of ma- 
terial resistance, and inspire other resisters. 

• Publically establish the rationale for material 
resistance and confrontation with power. 

• Establish concrete aboveground organizations 
and parallel institutions. 

Operations: 

• Limited but increasing decisive operations, 
combined with growing sustaining opera- 
tions (to support larger and more logistically 
demanding organizations) and continued 
shaping operations. 

• In decisive and supporting operations, these 
hypothetical resisters are cautious and smart. 
New and unseasoned cadres have a tendency 
to be overconfident, so to compensate they 
pick only operations with certain outcomes; 


they know that in this stage they are still 
building toward the bigger actions that are 
yet to come. 

Organization: 

• Requires underground cells, but benefits from 
larger underground networks. There is still 
an emphasis on recruitment at this point. 
Aboveground networks and movements are 
proliferating as much as they can, especially 
since the work to come requires significant 
lead time for developing skills, communities, 
and so on. 


Phase III: Systems Disruption 


P reamble: In this phase resisters step up from 
individual targets to address entire industrial, 
political, and economic systems. Industrial 
systems disruption requires underground networks 
organized in a hierarchal or paramilitary fashion. 
These larger networks emerge out of the previous 
phases with the ability to carry out multiple simulta- 
neous actions. 

Systems disruption is aimed at identifying key 
points and bottlenecks in the adversary’s systems 
(electrical, transport, financial, and so on) and engag- 
ing them to collapse those systems or reduce their 
functionality. This is not a one-shot deal. Industrial 
systems are big and can be fragile, but they are sprawl- 
ing rather than monolithic. Repairs are attempted. 
The resistance members understand that. Effective 
systems disruption requires planning for continued 
and coordinated actions over time. 

In this scenario, the aboveground doesn't truly 
gain traction as long as there is business as usual. 
On the other hand, as global industrial and eco- 
nomic systems are increasingly disrupted (because 
of capitalist-induced economic collapse, global cli- 
mate disasters, peak oil, peak soil, peak water, or for 
other reasons) support for resilient local communi- 
ties increases. Failures in the delivery of electricity 
and manufactured goods increases interest in local 
food, energy, and the like. These disruptions also 
make it easier for people to cope with full collapse in 
the long term — short-term loss, long-term gain, even 
where humans are concerned. 

Dimitry Orlov, a major analyst of the Soviet col- 
lapse, explains that the dysfunctional nature of the 
Soviet system prepared people for its eventual disin- 
tegration. In contrast, a smoothly functioning indus- 
trial economy causes a false sense of security so that 
people are unprepared, worsening the impact. "After 
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collapse, you regret not having an unreliable retail 
segment, with shortages and long bread lines, because 
then people would have been forced to learn to shift 
for themselves instead of standing around waiting for 
somebody to come and feed them." 18 

Aboveground organizations and institutions are 
well-established by this phase of this alternate sce- 
nario. They continue to push for reforms, focusing on 
the urgent need for justice, relocalization, and resil- 
ient communities, given that the dominant system is 
unfair, unreliable, and unstable. 

Of course, in this scenario the militant actions 
that impact daily life provoke a backlash, sometimes 
from parts of the public, but especially from authori- 
tarians on every level. The aboveground activists are 
the frontline fighters against authoritarianism. They 
are the only ones who can mobilize the popular 
groundswell needed to prevent fascism. 

Furthermore, aboveground activists use the dis- 
rupted systems as an opportunity to strengthen local 
communities and parallel institutions. Mainstream 
people are encouraged to swing their support to par- 
ticipatory local alternatives in the economic, political, 
and social spheres. When economic turmoil causes 
unemployment and hyperinflation, people are em- 
ployed locally for the benefit of their community and 
the land. In this scenario, as national governments 
around the world increasingly struggle with crises 
(like peak oil, food shortages, climate chaos, and so 
on) and increasingly fail to provide for people, local 
and directly democratic councils begin to take over 
administration of basic and emergency services, and 
people redirect their taxes to those local entities (per- 
haps as part of a campaign of general noncooperation 
against those in power). This happens in conjunction 
with the community emergency response and disaster 
preparedness measures already undertaken. 

In this scenario, whenever those in power try 
to increase exploitation or authoritarianism, above- 
ground resisters call for people to withdraw support 
from those in power, and divert it to local, democratic 
political bodies. Those parallel institutions can do a 
better job than those in power. The cross demograph- 
ic relationships established in previous phases help to 
keep those local political structures accountable, and 
to rally support from many communities. 

Throughout this phase, strategic efforts are made 
to augment existing stresses on economic and indus- 
trial systems caused by peak oil, financial instability, 
and related factors. The resisters think of themselves 
as pushing on a rickety building that's already starting 
to lean. Indeed, in this scenario many systems disrup- 
tions come from within the system itself, rather than 
from resisters. 


This phase accomplishes significant and decisive 
gains. Even if the main industrial and economic sys- 
tems have not completely collapsed, prolonged dis- 
ruption means a reduction in ecological impact; great 
news for the planet, and for humanity's future sur- 
vival. Even a 50 percent decrease in industrial con- 
sumption or greenhouse gas emissions is a massive 
victory (especially considering that emissions have 
continued to rise in the face of all environmental ac- 
tivism so far), and that buys resisters — and everyone 
else — some time. 

In the most optimistic parts of this hypothetical 
scenario, effective resistance induces those in pow- 
er to negotiate or offer concessions. Once the re- 
sistance movement demonstrates the ability to use 
real strategy and force, it can't be ignored. Those 
in power begin to knock down the doors of main- 
stream activists, begging to negotiate changes that 
would co-opt the resistance movements' cause and 
reduce further actions. 

In this version of the future, however, resistance 
groups truly begin to take the initiative. They un- 
derstand that for most of the history of civilization, 
those in power have retained the initiative, forcing 
resistance groups or colonized people to stay on the 
defensive, to respond to attacks, to be constantly kept 
off balance. However, peak oil and systems disrup- 
tion has caused a series of emergencies for those in 
power; some caused by organized resistance groups, 
some caused by civil unrest and shortages, and some 
caused by the social and ecological oonsequences of 
centuries — millennia — of exploitation. For perhaps 
the first time in history, those in power are globally off 
balance and occupied by worsening crisis after crisis. 
This provides a key opportunity for resistance groups, 
and autonomous cultures and communities, to seize 
and retain the initiative. 

Objectives: 

• Target key points of specific industrial and 
economic systems to disrupt and disable 
them. 

• Effect a measurable decrease in industrial ac- 
tivity and industrial consumption. 

• Enable concessions, negotiations, or social 
changes if applicable. 

• Induce the collapse of particular companies, 
industries, or economic systems. 

Operations: 

• Mostly decisive and sustaining, but shaping 
where necessary for systems disruption. Cad- 
res and combatants should be increasingly 
seasoned at this point, but the onset of deci- 
sive and serious action will mean a high at- 
trition rate for resisters. There's no point in 
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being vague; the members of the resistance 
in this alternate future who are committed to 
militant resistance go in expecting that they 
will either end up dead or in jail. They know 
that anything better than that was a gift to be 
won through skill and luck. 

Organization: 

• Heavy use of underground networks required; 
operational coordination is a prerequisite for 
effective systems disruption. 

• Recruitment is ongoing at this point; especial- 
ly to recruit auxiliaries and to cope with losses 
due to attrition. However, during this phase 
there are multiple serious attempts at infiltra- 
tion. The infiltrations are not as successful as 
they might have been, because underground 
networks have recruited heavily in previous 
stages (before large-scale action) to ensure the 
presence of a trusted group of leaders and cad- 
res who form the backbone of the networks. 

# 

• Abovegtound organizations are able to mobi- 
lize extensively because of various social, po- 
litical, and material crises. 

• At this point, militant resisters become con- 
cerned about backlash from people who 
should be on their side, such as many liberals, 
especially as those in power put pressure on 
aboveground activists. 


Phase IV: Decisive Dismantling 
of Infrastructure 


P reamble: Decisive dismantling of infrastructure 
goes a step beyond systems disruption. The in- 
tent is to permanently dismantle as much of the 
fossil fuel-based industrial infrastructure as possible. 
This phase is the last resort; in the most optimistic 
projection, it would not be necessary: converging cri- 
ses and infrastructure disruption would combine with 
vigorous aboveground movements to force those 
in power to accept social, political, and economic 
change; reductions in consumption would combine 
with a genuine and sincere attempt to transition to a 
sustainable culture. 

But this optimistic projection is not probable. It is 
more likely that those in power (and many everyday 
people) will cling more to civilization even as it col- 
lapses. And likely, they will support authoritarianism 
if they think it will maintain their privilege and their 
entitlement. 


The key issue — which we've come back to again 
and again — is time. We will soon reach (if we haven't 
already reached) the trigger point of irreversible run- 
away global warming. The systems disruption phase 
of this hypothetical scenario offers selectivity. Dis- 
ruptions in this scenario are engineered in a way that 
shifts the impact toward industry and attempts to 
minimize impacts on civilians. But industrial systems 
are heavily integrated with civilian infrastructure. If 
selective disruption doesn't work soon enough, some 
resisters may conclude that all-out disruption is re- 
quired to stop the planet from burning to a cinder. 

The difference between phases III and IV of this 
scenario may appear subtle, since they both involve, 
on an operational level, coordinated actions to dis- 
rupt industrial systems on a large scale. But phase III 
requires some time to work — to weaken the system, 
to mobilize people and organizations, to build on a 
series of disruptive actions. Phase III also gives "fair 
warning" for regular people to prepare. Furthermore, 
phase III gives time for the resistance to develop itself 
logistically and organizationally, which is required 
to proceed to phase IV. The difference between the 
two phases is capacity and restraint. For resisters in 
this scenario to proceed from phase III to phase IV, 
they need two things: the organizational capacity to 
take on the scope of action required under phase IV, 
and the certainty that there is no longer any point in 
waiting for societal reforms to succeed on their own 
timetable. 

In this scenario, both of those phases save lives, 
human and nonhuman alike. But if large-scale above- 
ground mobilization does not happen once collapse 
is underway, phase IV becomes the most effective way 
to save lives. 

Imagine that you are riding in a streetcar through 
a city crowded with pedestrians. Inside the streetcar 
are the civilized humans, and outside is all the nonhu- 
man life on the planet, and the humans who are not 
civilized, or who do not benefit from civilization, or 
who have yet to be bom. Needless to say, those outside 
far outnumber the few of you inside the streetcar. But 
the driver of the streetcar is in a hurry, and is acceler- 
ating as fast as he can, plowing through the crowds, 
maiming and killing pedestrians en masse. Most of 
your fellow passengers don't seem to particularly care; 
they've got somewhere to go, and they're glad to be 
making progress regardless of the cost. 

Some of the passengers seem upset by the situ- 
ation. If the driver keeps accelerating, they observe, 
it's possible that the streetcar will crash and the pas- 
sengers will be injured. Not to worry, one man tells 
them. His calculations show that the bodies piling up 
in front of the streetcar will eventually slow the vehi- 



cle and cause it to safely come to a halt. Any interven- 
tion by the passengers would be reckless, and would 
surely provoke a reprimand from the driver. Worse, a 
troublesome passenger might be kicked off the street- 
car and later run over by it. 

You, unlike most passengers, are more concerned 
by the constant carnage outside than by the future 
safety of the streetcar passengers. And you know you 
have to do something. You could try to jump out the 
window and escape, but then the streetcar would 
plow on through the crowd, and you would lose any 
chance to intervene. So you decide to try to sabo- 
tage the streetcar from the inside, to cut the electrical 
wires, or pull up the flooring and activate the brakes 
by hand, or derail it, or do whatever you can. 

As soon as the other passengers realize what you 
are doing, they'll try to stop you, and maybe kill you. 
You have to decide whether you are going to stop the 
streetcar slowly or speedily. The streetcar is racing 
along so quickly now that if you stop it suddenly, it 
may fling the passengers against the seats in front of 
them or down the aisle. It may kill some of them. But 
if you stop it slowly, who knows how many innocent 
people will be struck by the streetcar while it is decel- 
erating? And if you just slow it down, the driver may 
be able to repair the damage and get the streetcar go- 
ing again. 

So what do you do? If you choose to stop the 
streetcar as quickly as possible, then you have made 
the same choice as those who would implement phase 
IV. You've made the decision that stopping the de- 
struction as rapidly as possible is more important than 
any particular program of reform. Of course, even in 
stopping the destruction as rapidly as possible, you 
can still take measures to reduce casualties on board 
the streetcar. You can tell people to sit down or buckle 
up or brace themselves for impact. Whether they will 
listen to you is another story, but that's their respon- 
sibility, not yours. 

It’s important to not misinterpret the point of 
phase IV of this alternate future scenario. The point is 
not to cause human casualties. The point is to stop the 
destruction of the planet. The enemy is not the civil- 
ian population — or any population at all — but a socio- 
pathological sociopolitical and economic system. Eco- 
logical destruction on this planet is primarily caused 
by industry and capitalism; the issue of population 
is tertiary at best. The point of collapsing industrial 
infrastructure in this scenario is not to harm humans 
any more than the point of stopping the streetcar is to 
harm the passengers. The point is to reduce the dam- 
age as quickly as possible, and in doing so to account 
for the harm the dominant culture is doing to all liv- 
ing creatures, past and future. 


This is not an easy phase for the aboveground- 
ers. Part of their job in this scenario is also to help 
demolish infrastructure, but they are mostly de- 
molishing exploitative political and economic in- 
frastructure, not physical infrastructure. In general, 
they continue to do what they did in the previous 
phase, but on a larger scale and for the long term. 
Public support is directed to local, democratic, and 
just political and economic systems. Efforts are un- 
dertaken to deal with emergencies and cope with 
the nastier parts of collapse. 

Objectives: 

• Dismantle the critical physical infrastruc- 
ture required for industrial civilization to 
function. 

• Induce widespread industrial collapse, beyond 
any economic or political systems. 

• Use continuing and coordinated actions to 
hamper repairs and replacement. 

Operations: 

• Focus almost exclusively on decisive and sus- 
taining operations. 

Organization: 

• Requires well-developed militant under- 
ground networks. 


Implementing Decisive Ecological Warfare 


I t's important to note that, as in the case of pro- 
tracted popular warfare, Decisive Ecological War- 
fare is not necessarily a linear progression. In this 
scenario resisters fall back on previous phases as nec- 
essary. After major setbacks, resistance organizations 
focus on survival and networking as they regroup 
and prepare for more serious action. Also, resistance 
movements progress through each of the phases, and 
then recede in reverse order. That is, if global indus- 
trial infrastructure has been successfully disrupted or 
fragmented (phase IV) resisters return to systems dis- 
ruption on a local or regional scale (phase III). And if 
that is successful, resisters move back down to phase 
II, focusing their efforts on the worst remaining tar- 
gets. 

And provided that humans don't go extinct, even 
this scenario will require some people to stay at phase 
I indefinitely, maintaining a culture of resistance and 
passing on the basic knowledge and skills necessary to 
fight back for centuries and millennia. 

The progression of Decisive Ecological Warfare 
could be compared to ecological succession. A few 
months ago I visited an abandoned quarry, where the 



topsoil and several layers of bedrock had been stripped 
and blasted away, leaving a cubic cavity several sto- 
ries deep in the limestone. But a little bit of gravel Or 
dust had piled up in one corner, and some mosses had 
taken hold. The mosses were small, but they required 
very little in the way of water or nutrients (like many 
of the shoestring affinity groups I've worked with). 
Once the mosses had grown for a few seasons, they 
retained enough soil for grasses to grow. 

Quick to establish, hardy grasses are often among 
the first species to reinhabit any disturbed land. In 
much the same way, early resistance organizations 
are generalists, not specialists. They are robust and 
rapidly spread and reproduce, either spreading their 
seeds aboveground or creating underground networks 
of rhizomes. 

The grasses at the quarry built the soil quickly, and 
soon there was soil for wildflowers and more complex 
organisms. In much the same way, large numbers of 
simple resistance organizations help to establish com- 
munities of resistance, cultures of resistance, that can 
give rise to more complex and more effective resis- 
tance organizations. 

• • • 

T he hypothetical actionists who put this strategy 
into place are able to intelligently move from 
one phase to the next: identifying when the cor- 
rect elements are in place, when resistance networks 
are sufficiently mobilized and trained, and when ex- 
ternal pressures dictate change. In the US Army's field 
manual on operations, General Eric Shinseki argues 
that the rules of strategy "require commanders to 
master transitions, to be adaptive. Transitions — de- 
ployments, the interval between initial operation and 
sequels, consolidation on the objective, forward pas- 
sage of lines — sap operational momentum. Mastering 
transitions is the key to maintaining momentum and 
winning decisively." 

This is particularly difficult to do when resistance 
does not have a central command. In this scenario, 
there is no central means of dispersing operational 
or tactical orders, or effectively gathering precise in- 
formation about resistance forces and allies. Shinseki 
continues: "This places a high premium on readi- 
ness — well trained Soldiers; adaptive leaders who un- 
derstand our doctrine; and versatile, agile, and lethal 
formations." People resisting civilization in this sce- 
nario are not concerned with "lethality" so much as 
effectiveness, but the general point stands. 

Resistance to civilization is inherently decentral- 
ized. That goes double for underground groups which 
have minimal contact with others. To compensate for 


the lack of command structure, a general grand strat- 
egy in this scenario becomes widely known and ac- 
cepted. Furthermore, loosely allied groups are ready 
to take action whenever the strategic situation called 
for it. These groups are prepared to take advantage of 
crises like economic collapses. 

Under this alternate scenario, underground orga- 
nizing in small cells has major implications for apply- 
ing the principles of war. The ideal entity for taking 
on industrial civilization would have been a large, 
hierarchal paramilitary network. Such a network 
could have engaged in the training, discipline, and 
coordinated action required to implement decisive 
militant action on a continental scale. However, for 
practical reasons, a single such network never aris- 
es. Similar arrangements in the history of resistance 
struggle, such as the IRA or various territory-control- 
ling insurgent groups, happened in the absence of 
the modern surveillance state and in the presence of , 
a well-developed culture of resistance and extensive 
opposition to the occupier. 

Although underground cells can still form out of 
trusted peers along kinship lines, larger paramilitary 
networks are more difficult to form in a contempo- 
rary anticivilization context. First of all, the propor- 
tion of potential recruits in the general population is 
smaller than in any anticolonial or antioccupation 
resistance movements in history. So it takes longer 
and is more difficult to expand existing underground 
networks. The option used by some resistance groups 
in Occupied France was to ally and connect existing 
cells. But this is inherently difficult and dangerous. 
Any underground group with proper cover would be 
invisible to another group looking for allies (there 
are plenty of stories from the end of the war of re- 
sisters living across the hall from each other with- 
out having realized each other's affiliation). And in a 
panopticon, exposing yourself to unproven allies is a 
risky undertaking. 

A more plausible underground arrangement in 
this scenario is for there to have been a composite of 
organizations of different sizes, a few larger networks 
with a number of smaller autonomous cells that aren't 
directly connected through command lines. There are 
indirect connections or communications via cutouts, 
but those methods are rarely consistent or reliable 
enough to permit coordinated simultaneous actions 
on short notice. 

Individual cells rarely have the numbers or lo- 
gistics to engage in multiple simultaneous actions at 
different locations. That job falls to the paramilitary 
groups, with cells in multiple locations, who have 
the command structure and the discipline to properly 
carry out network disruption. However, autonomous 
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cells maintain readiness to engage in opportunistic ac- 
tion by identifying in advance a selection of appropri- 
ate local targets and tactics. Then once a larger simul- 
taneous action happened (causing, say, a blackout), 
autonomous cells take advantage of the opportunity 
to undertake their own actions, within a few hours. 
In this way unrelated cells engage in something close 
to simultaneous attacks, maximizing their effective- 
ness. Of course, if decentralized groups frequently 
stage attacks in the wake of larger "trigger actions,” 
the corporate media may stop broadcasting news of 
attacks to avoid triggering more. So, such an approach 
has its limits, although large-scale effects like national 
blackouts can't be suppressed in the news (and in sys- 
tems disruption, it doesn't really matter what caused 
a blackout in the first place, because it's still an oppor- 
tunity for further action). 

• • • 

W hen we look at some struggle or war in his- 
tory, we have the benefit of hindsight to 
identify flaws and successes. This is how 
we judge strategic decisions made in World War II, for 
example, or any of those who have tried (or not) to 
intervene in historical holocausts. Perhaps it would 
be beneficial to imagine some historians in the dis- 
tant future — assuming humanity survives — looking 
back on the alternate future just described. Assuming 
it was generally successful, how might they analyze its 
strengths and weaknesses? 

For these historians, phase IV is controversial, and 
they know it had been controversial among resisters 
at the time. Even resisters who agreed with militant 
actions against industrial infrastructure hesitated 
when contemplating actions with possible civilian 
consequences. That comes as no surprise, because 
members of this resistance were driven by a deep re- 
spect and care for all life. The problem is, of course, 
that members of this group knew that if they failed to 
stop this culture from killing the planet, there would 
be far more gruesome civilian consequences. 

A related moral conundrum confronted the Allies 
early in World War II, as discussed by Eric Markus- 
en and David Kopf in their book The Holocaust and 
Strategic Bombing: Genocide and Total War in the Twen- 
tieth Century. Markusen and Kopf write that: "At the 
beginriing of World War II, British bombing policy 
was rigorously discriminating — even to the point of 
putting British aircrews at great risk. Only obvious 
military targets removed from population centers 
were attacked, and bomber crews were instructed to 
jettison their bombs over water when weather condi- 
tions made target identification questionable. Several 


factors were cited to explain this policy, including a 
desire to avoid provoking Germany into retaliating 
against non-military targets in Britain with its then 
numerically superior air force." 19 

Other factors included concerns about public sup- 
port, moral considerations in avoiding civilian casual- 
ties, the practice of the "Phoney War” (a declared war 
on Germany with little real combat), and a small air 
force which required time to build up. The parallels 
between the actions of the British bombers and the 
actions of leftist militants from the Weather Under- 
ground to the ELF are obvious. 

The problem with this British policy was that it 
simply didn't work. Germany showed no such mor- 
al restraint, and British bombing crews were taking 
greater risks to attack less valuable targets. By Febru- 
ary of 1942, bombing policy changed substantially. In 
fact, Bomber Command began to deliberately target 
enemy civilians and civilian morale — particularly that 
of industrial workers — especially by destroying homes 
around target factories in order to "dehouse" workers. 
British strategists believed that in doing so they could 
sap Germany's will to fight. In fact, some of the at- 
tacks on civilians were intended to "punish" the Ger- 
man populace for supporting Hitler, and some strat- 
egists believed that, after sufficient punishment, the 
population would rise up and depose Hitler to save 
themselves. Of course, this did not work; it almost 
never does. 

So, this was one of the dilemmas faced by resis- 
tance members in this alternate future scenario: while 
the resistance abhorred the notion of actions affect- 
ing civilians — even more than the British did in early 
World War II — it was clear to them that in an indus- 
trial nation the "civilians" and the state are so deeply 
enmeshed that any impact on one will have some im- 
pact on the other. 

Historians now believe that Allied reluctance to 
attack early in the war may have cost many millions 
of civilian lives. By failing to stop Germany early, they 
made a prolonged and bloody conflict inevitable. 
General Alfred Jodi, the German Chief of the Opera- 
tions Staff of the Armed Forces High Command, said 
as much during his war crimes trial at Nuremburg: "[I] 
f we did not collapse already in the year 1939 that was 
due only to the fact that during the Polish campaign, 
the approximately 110 French and British divisions in 
the West were held completely inactive against the 23 
German divisions." 20 

Many military strategists have warned against 
piecemeal or half measures when only total war will 
do the job. In his book Grand Strategy: Principles and 
Practices, John M. Collins argues that timid attacks 
may strengthen the resolve of the enemy, because 
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they constitute a provocation but don't significantly 
damage the physical capability or morale of the occu- 
pier. "Destroying the enemy's resolution to resist is far 
more important than crippling his material capabili- 
ties . . . studies of cause and effect tend to confirm that 
violence short of total devastation may amplify rath- 
er than erode a people's determination." 21 Consider, 
though, that in this 1973 book Collins may underes- 
timate the importance of technological infrastructure 
and decisive strikes on them. (He advises elsewhere in 
the book that computers "are of limited utility.” 22 ) 

Other strategists have prioritized the material 
destruction over the adversary's "will to fight." Rob- 
ert Anthony Pape discusses the issue in Bombing to 
Win, in which he analyzes the effectiveness of strate- 
gic bombing in various wars. We can wonder in this 
alternate future scenario if the resistors attended to 
Pape's analysis as they weighed the benefits of phase 
III (selective actions against particular networks and 
systems) vs. phase IV (attempting to destroy as much 
of the industrial infrastructure as possible). 

Specifically, Pape argues that targeting an entire 
economy may be more effective than simply going af- 
ter individual factories or facilities: 

Strategic interdiction can undermine attrition 
strategies, either by attacking weapons plants or by 
smashing the industrial base as a whole, which in 
turn reduces military production. Of the two, attack- 
ing weapons plants is the less effective. Given the sub- 
stitution capacities of modern industrial economies, 
"war"production is highly fungible over a period of 
months. Production can be maintained in the short 
term by running down stockpiles and in the medium 
term by conservation and substitution of alternative 
materials or processes. In addition to economic adjust- 
ment, states can often make doctrinal adjustments. 23 

This analysis is poignant, but it also demonstrates 
a way in which the goals of this alternate scenario’s 
strategy differed from the’ goals of strategic bombing 
in historical conflicts. In the Allied bombing cam- 
paign (and in other wars where strategic bombing was 
used), the strategic bombing coincided with conven- 
tional ground, air, and naval battles. Bombing strat- 
egists were most concerned with choking off enemy 
supplies to the battlefield. Strategic bombing alone 
was not meant to win the war; it was meant to sup- 
port conventional forces in battle. In contrast, in this 
alternate future, a significant decrease in industrial 
production would itself be a great success. 

The hypothetical future historians perhaps ask, 
"Why not simply go after the worst factories, the 
worst industries, and leave the rest of the economy 
alone?" Earlier stages of Decisive Ecological Warfare 
did involve targeting particular factories or industries. 


However, the resistors knew that the modern indus- 
trial economy was so thoroughly integrated that any- 
thing short of general economic distruption was un- 
likely to have lasting effect. 

This, too, is shown by historical attempts to dis- 
rupt economies. Pape continues, "Even when produc- 
tion of an important weapon system is seriously un- 
dermined, tactical and operational adjustments may 
allow other weapon systems to substitute for it. . . . 
As a result, efforts to remove the critical component 
in war production generally fail." For example, Pape 
explains, the Allies carried out a bombing campaign 
on German aircraft engine plants. But this was not a 
decisive factor in the struggle for air superiority. Most- 
ly, the Allies defeated the Luftwaffe because they shot 
down and killed so many of Germany's best pilots. 

Another example of compensation is the Allied 
bombing of German ball bearing plants. The Allies 
were able to reduce the German production of ball 
bearings by about 70 percent. But this did not force 
a corresponding decrease in German tank forces. The 
Germans were able to compensate in part by design- 
ing equipment that required fewer bearings. They also 
increased their production of infantry antitank weap- 
ons. Early in the war, Germany was able to compensate 
for the destruction of factories in part because many 
factories were running only one shift. They were not 
using their existing industrial capacity to its fullest. By 
switching to double or triple shifts, they were able to 
(temporarily) maintain production. 

Hence, Pape argues that war economies have no 
particular point of collapse when faced with increas- 
ing attacks, but can adjust incrementally to decreas- 
ing supplies. "Modern war economies are not brittle. 
Although individual plants can be destroyed, the op- 
ponent can reduce the effects by dispersing produc- 
tion of important items and stockpiling key raw mate- 
rials and machinery. Attackers never anticipate all the 
adjustments and work-arounds defenders can devise, 
partly because they often rely on analysis of peace- 
time economies and partly because intelligence of 
the detailed structure of the target economy is always 
incomplete." 24 This is a valid caution against overcon- 
fidence, but the resisters in this scenario recognized 
that his argument was not fully applicable to their 
situation, in part for the reasons we discussed earlier, 
and in part because of reasons that follow. 

Military strategists studying economic and indus- 
trial disruption are usually concerned specifically with 
the production of war materiel and its distribution to 
enemy armed forces. Modern war economies are econ- 
omies of total war in which all parts of society are mo- 
bilized and engaged in supporting war. So, of course, 
military leaders can compensate for significant disrup- 



tion; they can divert materiel or rations from civilian 
use or enlist civilians and civilian infrastructure for 
military purposes as they please. This does not mean 
that overall production is unaffected (far from it), sim- 
ply that military production does not decline as much 
as one might expect under a given onslaught. 

Resisters in this scenario had a different perspec- 
tive on compensation measures than military strate- 
gists. To understand the contrast, pretend that a mili- 
tary strategist and a militant ecological strategist both 
want to blow up a fuel pipeline that services a major 
industrial area. Let's say the pipeline is destroyed and 
the fuel supply to industry is drastically cut. Let’s say 
that the industrial area undertakes a variety of typical 
measures to compensate — conservation, recycling, ef- 
ficiency measures, and so on. Let's say they are able to 
keep on producing insulation or refrigerators or cloth- 
ing or whatever it is they make, in diminished num- 
bers and using less fuel. They also extend the lifespan 
of their existing refrigerators or clothing by repairing 
them. From the point of view of the military strate- 
gist, this attack has been a failure — it has a negligible 
effect on materiel availability for the military. But 
from the perspective of the militant ecologist, this is 
a victory. Ecological damage is reduced, and with very 
few negative effects on civilians. (Indeed, some effects 
would be directly beneficial.) 

And modern economies in general are brittle. Mil- 
itary economies mobilize resources and production 
by any means necessary, whether that means printing 
money or commandeering factories. They are econo- 
mies of crude necessity. Industrial economies, in con- 
trast, are economies of luxury. They mostly produce 
things that people don't need. Industrial capitalism 
thrives on manufacturing desire as much as on manu- 
facturing products, on selling people disposable plas- 
tic garbage, extra cars, and junk food. When capitalist 
economies hit hard times, as they did in the Great 
Depression, or as they did in Argentina a decade ago, 
or as they have in many places in many times, people 
fall back on necessities, and often on barter systems 
and webs of mutual aid. They fall back on community 
and household economies, economies of necessity 
that are far more resilient than industrial capitalism, 
and even more robust than war economies. 

Nonetheless, Pape makes an important point 
when he argues, "Strategic interdiction is most effec- 
tive when attacks are against the economy as a whole. 
The most effective plan is to destroy the transporta- 
tion network that brings raw materials and primary 
goods to manufacturing centers and often redistributes 
subcomponents among various industries. Attacking 
national electric power grids is not effective because 
industrial facilities commonly have their own backup 


power generation. Attacking national oil refineries to 
reduce backup power generators typically ignores the 
ability of states to reduce consumption through con- 
servation and rationing." Pape's analysis is insightful, 
but again it's important to understand the differences 
between his premises and goals, and the premises and 
goals of Decisive Ecological Warfare. 

The resisters in the DEW scenario had the goals of 
reducing consumption and reducing industrial activ- 
ity, so it didn't matter to them that some industrial 
facilities had backup generators or that states engaged 
in conservation and rationing. They believed it was a 
profound ecological victory to cause factories to run 
on reduced power or for nationwide oil conservation 
to have taken place. They remembered that in the 
whole of its history, the mainstream environmental 
movement was never even able to stop the growth of 
fossil fuel consumption. To actually reduce it was un- 
precedented . 25 

No matter whether we are talking about some 
completely hypothetical future situation or the real 
world right now, the progress of peak oil will also have 
an effect on the relative importance of different trans- 
portation networks. In some areas, the importance of 
shipping imports will increase because of factors like 
the local exhaustion of oil. In others, declining in- 
ternational trade and reduced economic activity will 
make shipping less important. Highway systems may 
have reduced usage because of increasing fuel costs 
and decreasing trade. This reduced traffic will leave 
more spare capacity and make highways less vulner- 
able to disruption. Rail traffic — a very energy-efficient 
form of transport — is likely to increase in importance. 
Furthermore, in many areas, railroads have been re- 
moved over a period of several decades, so that re- 
maining lines are even now very crowded and close to 
maximum capacity. 

Back to the alternative future scenario: In most 
cases, transportation networks were not the best tar- 
gets. Road transportation (by far the most important 
form in most countries) is highly redundant. Even 
rural parts of well-populated areas are crisscrossed by 
grids of county roads, which are slower than high- 
ways, but allow for detours. 

In contrast, targeting energy networks was a 
higher priority to them because the effect of disrupt- 
ing them was greater. Many electrical grids were al- 
ready operating near capacity, and were expensive 
to expand. They became more important as highly 
portable forms of energy like fossil fuels were partially 
replaced by less portable forms of energy, specifically 
electricity generated from coal-burning and nuclear 
plants, and to a lesser extent by wind and solar en- 
ergy. This meant that electrical grids carried as much 
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or more energy as they do now, and certainly a larger 
percentage of all energy consumed. Furthermore, they 
recognized that energy networks often depend on a 
few major continent-spanning trunks, which were 
very vulnerable to disruption. 

• • • 

T here is one final argument that resisters in this 
scenario made for actions against the economy 
as a whole, rather than engaging in piecemeal 
or tentative actions: the element of surprise. They 
recognized that sporadic sabotage would sacrifice the 
element of surprise and allow their enemy to regroup 
and develop ways of coping with future actions. They 
recognized that sometimes those methods of coping 
would be desirable for the resistance (for example, a 
shift toward less intensive local supplies of energy) 
and sometimes they would be undesirable (for exam- 
ple, deployment of rapid repair teams, aerial moni- 
toring by remotely piloted drones, martial law, etc.). 
Resisters recognized that they could compensate for 
exposing some of their tactics by carrying out a series 
of decisive surprise operations within a larger progres- 
sive struggle. 

On the other hand, in this scenario resisters un- 
derstand that DEW depended on relatively simple 
"appropriate technology" tactics (both aboveground 
and underground). It depended on small groups and 
was relatively simple rather than complex. There was 
not a lot of secret tactical information to give away. 
In fact, escalating actions with straightforward tactics 
were beneficial to their resistance movement. Analyst 
John Robb has discussed this point while studying in- 
surgencies in countries like Iraq. Most insurgent tac- 
tics are not very complex, but resistance groups can 
continually learn from the examples, successes, and 
failures of other groups in the "bazaar" of insurgency. 
Decentralized cells are able to see the successes of cells 
they have no direct communication with, and be- 
cause the tactics are relatively simple, they can quick- 
ly mimic successful tactics and adapt them to their 
own resources and circumstances. In this way, success- 
ful tactics rapidly proliferate to new groups even with 
minimal underground communication. 

Hypothetical historians looking back might note 
another potential shortcoming of DEW: that it re- 
quired perhaps too many people involved in risky tac- 
tics, and that resistance organizations lacked the num- 
bers and logistical persistence required for prolonged 
struggle. That was a valid concern, and was dealt with 
proactively by developing effective support networks 
early on. Of course, other suggested strategies — such 
as a mass movement of any kind — required far more 


people and far larger support networks engaging in 
resistance. Many underground networks operated on 
a small budget, and although they required more spe- 
cialized equipment, they generally required far fewer 
resources than mass movements. 


C ontinuing this scenario a bit further, histori- 
ans asked: how well did Decisive Ecological 
Warfare rate on the checklist of strategic cri- 
teria we provided at the end of the Introduction to 
Strategy (Chapter 12, page 385). 

Objective: This strategy had a clear, well-defined, 
and attainable objective. 

Feasibility: This strategy had a clear A to B path 
from the then-current context to the desired objec- 
tive, as well as contingencies to deal with setbacks and 
upsets. Many believed it was a more coherent and fea- 
sible strategy than any other they'd seen proposed to 
deal with these problems. 

Resource Limitations: How many people are re- 
quired for a serious and successful resistance move- 
ment? Can we get a ballpark number from historical 
resistance movements and insurgencies of all kinds? 

• The French Resistance. Success indetermi- 
nate. As we noted in the "The Psychology of 
Resistance" chapter: The French Resistance at 
most comprised perhaps 1 percent of the adult 
population, or about 200,000 people. 26 The 
postwar French government officially recog- 
nized 220,000 people 27 (though one historian 
estimates that the number of active resisters 
could have been as many as 400, 000 28 ). In ad- 
dition to active resisters, there were perhaps 
another 300,000 with substantial involve- 
ment. 29 If you include all of those people who 
were willing to take the risk of reading the 
underground newspapers, the pool of sympa- 
thizers grows to about 10 percent of the adult 
population, or two million people. 30 The total 
population of France in 1940 was about forty- 
two million, so recognized resisters made up 
one out of every 200 people. 

• The Irish Republican Army. Successful. At the 
peak of Irish resistance to British rule, the 
Irish War of Independence (which built on 
700 years of resistance culture), the IRA had 
about 100,000 members (or just over 2 per- 
cent of the population of 4.5 million), about 
15,000 of whom participated in the guerrilla 
war, and 3,000 of whom were fighters at any 
one time. Some of the most critical and deci- 
sive militants were in the "Twelve Disciples," 
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a tiny number of people who swung the 
course of the war. The population of occupy- 
ing England at the time was about twenty-five 
million, with another 7.5 million in Scotland 
and Wales. So the IRA membership comprised 
one out of every forty Irish people, and one 
out of every 365 people in the UK. Collins's 
Twelve Disciples were one out of 300,000 in 
the Irish population. 31 

The antioccupation Iraqi insurgency. Indeter- 
minate success. How many insurgents are op- 
erating in Iraq? Estimates vary widely and are 
often politically motivated, either to make the 
occupation seem successful or to justify fur- 
ther military crackdowns, and so on. US mili- 
tary estimates circa 2006 claim 8,000-20,000 
people. 32 Iraqi intelligence estimates are high- 
er. The total population is thirty-one million, 
with a land area about 438,000 square kilo- 
meters. If there are 20,000 insurgents, then 
that is one insurgent for"every 1,550 people. 
The African National Congress. Successful. 
How many ANC members were there? Circa 
1979, the "formal political underground" 
consisted of 300 to 500 individuals, mostly 
in larger urban centers. 33 The South African 
population was about twenty-eight million 
at the time, but census data for the period 
is notoriously unreliable due to noncoopera- 
tion. That means the number of formal un- 
derground ANC members in 1979 was one 
out of every 56,000. 

The Weather Underground. Unsuccessful. 
Several hundred initially, gradually dwin- 
dling over time. In 1970 the US population 
was 179 million, so they were literally one in 
a million. 

The Black Panthers. Indeterminate success. 
Peak membership was in late 1960s with over 
2,000 members in multiple cities. 34 That's 
about one in 100,000. 

North Vietnamese Communist alliance during 
Second Indochina War. Successful. Strength of 
about half a million in 1968, versus 1.2 mil- 
lion anti-Communist soldiers. One figure puts 
the size of the Vietcong army in 1964 at 1 mil- 
lion. 35 It's difficult to get a clear figure for total 
of combatants and noncombatants because of 
the widespread logistical support in many ar- 
eas. Population in late 1960s was around forty 
million (both North and South), so in 1968, 
about one of every eighty Vietnamese people 
was fighting for the Communists. 

Spanish Revolutionaries in the Spanish Civil 
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War. Both successful and unsuccessful. The 
National Confederation of Labor (CNT) in 
Spain had a membership of about three mil- 
lion at its height. A major driving force with- 
in the CNT was the anarchist FAI, a loose al- 
liance of militant affinity groups. The Iberian 
Anarchist Federation (FAI) had a membership 
of perhaps 5,000 to 30,000 just prior to revo- 
lution, a number which increased significant- 
ly with the onset of war. The CNT and FAI 
were successful in bringing about a revolution 
in part of Spain, but were later defeated on 
a national scale by the Fascists. The Spanish 
population was about 26 million. So about 
one in nine Spaniards were CNT members, 
and (assuming the higher figure) about one 
in 870 Spaniards was FAI members. 

• Poll tax resistance against Margaret Thatcher 
circa 1990. Successful. About fourteen million 
people were mobilized. In a population of 
about fifty-seven million, that's about one in 
four (although most of those people partici- 
pated mostly by refusing to pay a new tax). 

• British suffragists. Successful. It's hard to find 
absolute numbers for all suffragists. However, 
there were about 600 nonmilitant women's 
suffrage societies. There were also militants, 
of whom over a thousand went to jail. The 
militants made all suffrage groups — even the 
nonmilitant ones — swell in numbers. Based 
on the British population at the time, the 
militants were perhaps one in 15,000 women, 
and there was a nonmilitant suffrage society 
for every 25,000 women. 36 

• Sobibor uprising. Successful. Less than a doz- 
en core organizers and conspirators. Majority 
of people broke out of the camp and the camp 
was shut down. Up to that point perhaps a 
quarter of a million people had been killed 
at the camp. The core organizers made up 
perhaps one in sixty of the Jewish occupants 
of the camp at the time, and perhaps one in 
25,000 of those who had passed through the 
camp on the way to their deaths. 

I t's clear that a small group of intelligent, dedicat- 
ed, and daring people can be extremely effective, 
even if they only number one in 1,000, or one in 
10,000, or even one in 100,000. But they are effec- 
tive in large part through an ability to mobilize larger 
forces, whether those forces are social movements 
(perhaps through noncooperation campaigns like the 
poll tax) or industrial bottlenecks. 

Furthermore, it's clear that if that core group can 



be maintained, it's possible for it to eventually enlarge 
itself and become victorious. 

All that said, future historians discussing this sce- 
nario will comment that DEW was designed to make 
maximum use of smfcll numbers, rather than assum- 
ing that large numbers of people would materialize 
for timely action. If more people had been available, 
the strategy would have become even more effective. 
Furthermore, they might comment that this strategy 
attempted to mobilize people from a wide variety of 
backgrounds in ways that were feasible for them; it 
didn't rely solely on militancy (which would have 
excluded large numbers of people) or on symbolic 
approaches (which would have provoked cynicism 
through failure). 

Tactics: The tactics required for DEW were rela- 
tively simple and accessible, and many of them were 
low risk. They were appropriate to the scale and seri- 
ousness of the objective and the problem. Before the 
beginnings of DEW, the required tactics were not be- 
ing implemented because of a lack of overall strategy 
and of organizational development both above- and 
underground. However, that strategy and organiza- 
tion were not technically difficult to develop — the 
main obstacles were ideological. 

Risk: In evaluating risk, members of the resistance 
and future historians considered both the risks of act- 
ing and the risks of not acting: the risks of implement- 
ing a given strategy and the risks of not implementing 
it. In their case, the failure to carry out an effective 
strategy would have resulted in a destroyed planet 
and the loss of centuries of social justice efforts. The 


failure to carry out an effective strategy (or a failure to 
act at all) would have killed billions of humans and 
countless nonhumans. There were substantial risks for 
taking decisive action, risks that caused most people 
to stick to safer symbolic forms of action. But the risks 
of inaction were far greater and more permanent. 

Timeliness: Properly implemented, Decisive Eco- 
logical Warfare was able to accomplish its objective 
within a suitable time frame, and in a reasonable se- 
quence. Under DEW, decisive action was scaled up as 
rapidly as it could be based on the underlying sup- 
port infrastructure. The exact point of no return for 
catastrophic climate change was unclear, but if there 
are historians or anyone else alive in the future, DEW 
and other measures were able to head off that level of 
climate change. Most other proposed measures in the 
beginning weren't even trying to do so. 

Simplicity and Consistency: Although a fair 
amount of context and knowledge was required to 
carry out this strategy, at its core it was very simple 
and consistent. It was robust enough to deal with un- 
expected events, and it could be explained in a simple 
and clear manner without jargon. The strategy was 
adaptable enough to be employed in many different 
local contexts. 

Consequences: Action and inaction both have se- 
rious consequences. A serious collapse — which could 
involve large-scale human suffering — was frightening 
to many. Resisters in this alternate future believed first 
and foremost that a terrible outcome was not inevi- 
table, and that they could make real changes to the 
way the future unfolded. 
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End Notes 

1. Even the US military now recognizes this. See Macalister, "US Military Warns Oil Output May Dip Causing Massive Shortages by 
2015." 

2. Aric and Derrick explored the relationships between collapse, carrying capacity, racism, and the Nazis in the closing chapters of 
What We Leave Behind. 

3. Shortly after this was written, the government of Spain cancelled $24 billion worth of solar energy investments to avoid spiral- 
ing into a national debt crisis that they worried would collapse their economy. 

4. See Kevin Bales's important book Disposable People: New Slavery in the Global Economy. 

5. See International Union of Forest Research Organizations, "Adaptation of Forests and People to Climate Change." Also, the 
conversation of forests into carbon emitters because of warming, disease, logging, and fires is already happening (Kurz et al., 
"Mountain Pine Beetle"). 

6. Science Daily, "Regional Nuclear War Could Devastate Global Climate." 

7. Science Daily, "Regional Nuclear Conflict Would Create Near-Global Ozone Hole, Says Study." 

8. Cobalt bombs are nuclear bombs with a cobalt jacket. They were the "doomsday device" in the film Dr. Strangelove. Regular fall- 
out has a half-life of days, but cobalt bomb fallout would have a half-life in excess of five years. Some experts believe that cobalt 
bombs could literally destroy all life on Earth. 

9. Novacek et al., "The Current Biodiversity Extinction Event." 

10. See Lovelock, The Ages of Gaia: A Biography of Our Living Earth. 

11. Core samples from the floor of the Arctic Ocean show that about fifty-five million years ago the region was tropical because of 
a spike in atmospheric C02. The biota ringing the ocean was swampy with dense sequoia and cypress trees, and "mosquitoes 
the size of your head." The year-round average temperature was about 23°C (74°F). Since the Arctic Circle has twenty-four-hour 
sunlight for most of the summer and twenty-four-hour dark for most of the winter, this average must have been associated with 
remarkable temperature extremes. Most of the planet was virtually uninhabitable by our standards. The growth of heat-tolerant 
ferns eventually sequestered carbon and returned the planet to a cooler state, but that took almost a million years to occur. See 
Associated Press, "Arctic Circle — Ancient Vacation Hotspot?" 

12. Congressional Research Service, "Energy Use in Agriculture: Background and Issues." 

13. Energy Information Administration, "EIA Annual Energy Review 2008," p. 3. 

14. Remember that even now, with plenty of surplus food and housing available, there are tens of millions of unsettled refugees 
in various parts of the world (not counting those who have been uprooted from traditional landbases and resettled in urban 
slums). 

15. That is net population growth, the number of daily births minus the number of daily deaths. 

16. For example, Joseph Tainter writes that "[a] society has collapsed when it displays a rapid, significant loss of an established level 
of sociopolitical complexity." 

17. Again, criteria here based on Tainter. 

18. Quotation from a speech by Dimitry Orlov, "Social Collapse Best Practices," given in San Francisco on February 13, 2009, online 
at http://cluborlov.blogspot.com/2009/02/social-collapse-best-practices.html. 

19. Markusen, The Holocaust and Strategic Bombing, p. 152. 

20. Transcripts of the trial are a matter of public record. See "The Proceedings of the Trial of the Major War Criminals before the 
International Military Tribunal at Nuremburg," vol. 15, p. 350, at http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/NT_major-war-crimi- 
nals.html. 

21. Collins, Grand Strategy, p. 214. 

22. Ibid., p.230. 

23. Pape, Bombing to Win, pp. 77-78. 

24. Ibid., p. 317. 

25. Pape discusses how his preferred strategy of transportation disruption might play out in different settings. "Against an ex- 
ceptionally import-dependent economy," he writes, "such as Japan in World War II, disruption of transportation can best be 
accomplished by blockading sea routes, using air power less for bombing than for shipping attack and mining. If imports can 
be totally cut off, the target economy will collapse when domestic stockpiles are exhausted; the Japanese merchant marine was 
essentially destroyed by the end of 1944, leading to the collapse of war production by the middle of 1945." Even increasing the 
cost of imports would have a beneficial effect. The pirates of Somalia are currently doing an excellent job of increasing the cost 
of international shipping, through delays, ransoms, increased insurance costs, and military expenses for defending the ships. So 
far, piracy off the coast of Somalia doesn't even require fund raising — it’s a self-sufficient business enterprise. 

Conversely, Pape writes: "Against a relatively resource-rich economy, such as Nazi-controlled Europe, strategic interdiction 
requires stopping the flow of commerce along domestic railroad, highway, and canal systems by destroying key nodes (bridges, 
canal locks, and railroad marshalling yards), moving traffic, and rolling stock and cargo vessels. This mission is hard because 
commercial transportation systems are large and redundant and are rarely used to full capacity. Thus, the United States could 
not bring the German economy to quick collapse even though U.S. air forces were vastly superior." 

26. Laffont, Dictionnaire historique, p. 399. This number is according to Francois Marcot, professor of history at the Sorbonne. 

27. Collins Weitz, Sisters in the Resistance, p. 10. 

28. Paxton, Vichy France, p. 294. 

29. Again, according to Francois Marcot. 

30. Paxton, Vichy France, p 294. 

31. Jefferies, “The UK Population." 

32. BBC News, "Guide: Armed Groups in Iraq." 

33. Barrell, "Conscripts to Their Age,” p. 495. Interview with Mac Maharaj, IV/Maharaj. 
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Figure 13-1 
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394 Part III: Strategy and Tactics 



Figure 13-2 


Underground Operations 




Shaping 


Sustaining 


Decisive 



26 


Individuals Cells Networks 


292 Part II: Organization 

FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN AG AND UG ORGANIZATIONS 


CRITERION 

Membership 


Public face and outward 
behavior 


Decision making 


Internal communication 
and movement 


Actions 


Goal with regard to 
general populace 


ABOVEGROUND 

Membership is likely 
open, membership of any 
given member known by 
others in the organiza- 
tion. 


The group aims to attract 
attention and conducts 
public relations using ‘its 
own face.” Members may 
strongly voice support for 
change and resistance. 


May emphasize demo- 
cratic, transparent, and 
participatory decision 
making. They tend to be 
more broadly participa- 
tory in nature. 


Internal communication 
(with and between 
groups) may be open, 
frequent, and in die clear. 

Members may move 
between different groups 
routinely to share skills. 

Likely to announce in 
advance to maximize 
attention and media cov- 
erage. May target areas 
where enemy is strongest 
or most concentrated (i.e., 
demonstrations in finan- 
cial districts). 

May hope {o mobilize 
citizens or gain broader 
support. 


UNDERGROUND 

Membership is closed or 
closely guarded. Members 
are not aware of the iden- 
tity of members outside of 
their immediate area of 
the organization. 

The group aims to appear 
unremarkable or to 
deflect attention from 
itself (though probably 
not its action). Communi- 
cation with the public 
happens through anony- 
mous communiques or 
press offices. 

Members are likely to 
appear outwardly apolitical 
or conservative. Decision 
making process is inter- 
nally known but outwardly 
covert many decisions 
based on internal rank and 
structure. 

Communication between 
groups is likely to be lim- 
ited, guarded, terse, and 
encoded. 

Movement between groups 
is very limited, but skill 
sharing is still important. 

No advance announce- 
ment, or perhaps 
disinformation about 
upcoming actions. Targets 
areas where enemy is 
weakest or most diffuse. 

Is not concerned with 
support of the majority, 
but may want to increase 
network of sympathizers. 
Hopes to avoid reprisals 
carried out on general 
population. 


Text and Charts originally published in Deep Green Resistance, Seven Stories Press, 2011 
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Deep Green Resistance Directory 


Deep Green Resistance Coor dinating Collective 

Email: deepgreenresistance@riseup.net 
Phone: (406) 748-6347 

DEEPGREENRESISTANCE.ORG 

• ; X'" - 

Deep Green Resistance Austin, TX 

Email: dgraustin@riseup.net 
Phone: 512-537-3476 

DEEPGREENRESISTANCEAUSTIN.ORG 

Deep Green Resistance Colorado 

Email:DEEPGREENRESISTANCEC0L0RAD0@RISEUP.NET 
Phone: 720-310-0549 (Access code: 7955) 
http://deepgreenresistancecolorado.wordpress.com 

Deep Green Resistance Four Corners 

Email: DeepGreenResistance4corners@riseup.net 
deepgreenresistance4corners.org/ 

Deep Green Resistance Great Plains 

Email: DeepGreenResistanceGreatPlains@riseup.net 
Phone: 605-868-8111 
deepgreenresistancegreatplains.org/ 

Deep Green Resistance Kansas City, MO 

Email: dgrkansascity@riseup.net 
Phone: 816-226-6753 
facebook.com/dgrkansascity 

Deep Green Resistance New York 

Email: dgrnewyork@riseup.net 
Phone: 917-830-3595 
facebook.com/dgrnewyork 


Deep Green Resistance Ohio 

Email: dgrohio@riseup.net • 

Phone: 419-520-7125 

facebook.com/dgrohio 

Deep Green Resistance Orlando 

Email: dgrorlando@gmail.com 
Phone: 407-399-8024 

DGRORLANDO.WORDPRESS.COM 

Deep Green Resistance San Francisco Bay Area 

Email: dgrsfbay@riseup.net 
Phone: 415-857-2666 
facebook.com/dgrsanfrancisco 

Deep Green Resistance Wisconsin 

Email: dgrwisconsin@riseup.net 
Phone: 262-208-5347 
deepgreenresistancewisconsin.org 

Deep Green Resistance Australia 

Email: dgr_austraua@riseup.net 
Phone: 0435 835 703 

DEEPGREENRES1STANCEAUSTRAL1A.ORG 

Deep Green Resistance Boreal (Canada) 

Email: deepgreenresistanceboreal@riseup.net 

DEEPGREENRESISTANCEBOREAL.ORG 

Deep Green Resistance Slovenia 

Email: dgrslovenia@riseup.net 

DEEPGREENRESlSTANCESLOVENIA.WORDPRESS.COM 


Deep Green Resistance Northeast 

Email: dgrnortheast@gmail.com 

Phone: 860-213-7781 

facebook.com/ deepgreenresistancenortheast 



...Resisters in this alternate future believed first and foremost 
that a terrible outcome was not inevitable, and that they could 
make real changes to the way the future unfolded.” 
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Mateo Cue (new representative after last one was murdered), Parana community, pointing to bullet holes following a nighttime attack by masked Cabil 

Utzaj security forces 


By Lish and Lexi 



The biofuel industry is rapidly expanding. There is 
an increasing legal push for the product as it is swept 
forward into the market by lobby groups and agri- 
business. In the UK, a mandatory five percent of fuel 
sold must be renewable. In the state of Minnesota 
its two percent. Subsidies exist worldwide to reward 
large-scale African Palm plantations with carbon cred- 
its for planting trees, but these incentives do nothing 
to regulate the sources of oil. Greenwashing this issue 
has only led to devastating results around the world. 
The biofuel industry is going through the same growth 
stages of many new industries: rapid expansion, and a 
ruthless grab for land, resources, and cheap labor. Palm 


oil has the most efficient yield of all sources of biod- 
iesel, as sugarcane has the most efficient yield of all 
sources of ethanol. African Palm, a popular source of 
palm oil, has expanded over the last 25 years through- 
out South East Asia, and Central and South America. 
Local government interest and the international subsi- 
dies for crops such as African Palm has drawn in enor- 
mous investment from industries around the world. 
The Clean Development Mechanism, a policy bom 
out of the Kyoto Protocol, allows profitable companies 
to make investments outside of their own countries, 
and to be compensated by their governments for the 
carbon offset credits. The green branding of biofuels 
such as the African Palm has distracted many consum- 
ers from the widespread destruction of rainforests, 
and the destruction of countless small communities 
sustainably farming the targeted land. Half of Malay- 
sia's cultivated land produces African Palm, but despite 
palm oil's relative efficiency, seven million tons of oil 
in 2001 yielded 19.9 million tons of various wastes. 
These numbers don't include the effects of pesticides, 
herbicides, and fertilizers on the crops, let alone the 
depletion of rainforests and their bio-regions. In In- 
donesia, many plantations have been abandoned after 
25 years of production, leaving the land incapable of 
producing any longer due to the destructive practice 
of mono-cropping. All over these regions, vast tracts of 
what was once good farmland have been depleted of 
nutrients and topsoil by the crop. 
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Images from Guatemalan Solidarity Project 



However, biofuel lobby groups and the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) have pushed for 
the industry's expansion within Central America. The 
2009 Global Agricultural Information Network report, 
published by the USDA, stated that African Palm grew 
only "in areas not suitable for food crops." Ignoring the 
conditions in the small countries this crop has invaded, 
the same report stated that "the threat to food security 
is exaggerated in Guatemala." However, in the last five 
years the price of corn has doubled in Guatemala, and 
violent struggles for land have followed African palm 
wherever it has been planted. These facts have system- 
atically been overshadowed by the prospect of profits 
from palm and sugar plantations. 

The Palm Oil Green Development Campaign, an in- 
dustry media group, has listed under their principles 
that "efficient palm oil plantations and the growing 
demand for palm oil give smaller landholders greater 
opportunities to make a living off their land, maintain 
their ownership and support their rights to property 
and prosperity." 

The idea that the economic beneficiaries of these 
massive monoculture plantations are the developing 
nations and poor people farming their own land is an 
insult to their struggle. In the municipality of Panzos, 
in the Polochic Valley of Guatemala, over 800 families 
were violently evicted in 2011 alone. Fourteen farming 
communities have been targeted by the heavy-handed 
company, Chabil Utzaj. Owned by one of the most 
powerful families in Guatemala, the Widmanns, Chabil 
Utzaj was recently granted a $31 million loan from the 
Inter-American Bank for Economic Integration to in- 
crease palm and sugar production in the region. To en- 
force their crooked claim to the land, Chabil Utzaj ad- 
opted practices reminiscent of the civil war, when the 
Guatemalan military razed 440 villages in attempts to 
control land and resources, under the guise of combat- 
ing "insurgency." The company hires a heavily armed 
security force that operates like a paramilitary army. 
By day they drive through the valley in huge pick-up 
trucks, loaded with soldiers bearing heavy automatic 
assault riffles. By night, they wear black masks and at- 
tack communities that are engaged in a struggle for 
land that their families have farmed for generations. 

Most indigenous communities (which make up 80 
percent of the population) suffered greatly during the 
violence of the civil war, having to flee from the geno- 
cide into the jungle or into Southern Mexico. Their de- 
parture allowed an opening for big business to move 
onto their land. Upon their return, these people found 
their claim to traditional spaces brushed aside by the 
government. These same communities are once again 
under attack. They have identified their attackers as 
government soldiers, even as smear campaigns attempt 
to pit one community against another and publicize it 
as some sort of territorial rivalry. Indigenous farming 
communities clearly cannot afford the types of weap- 


ons the government is claiming they are using against 
each other. They are all very aware of where the real 
threat is coming from. They have watched crops de- 
stroyed, houses burned, and people shot in campaigns 
of terror used to acquire land and to profit from an in- 
ternational thirst for biofuels. 

The claim is that the fourteen indigenous Mayan com- 
munities were occupying Chabil Utzaj 's land, but the 
history of the ownership of this land in the Polochic Val- 
ley is far from simple. From Spanish conquest to corpo- 
rate monopolies of its resources, virtually all the land in 
Guatemala has for centuries been ruthlessly dominated 
by a small and powerful class of landowners, who have 
produced coffee, fruit, biofuels and other cash crops for 
an exploitative international market. The most notable 
of these companies was the United Fruit Co., who dur- 
ing the 1940's and 50's owned 40 percent of the land in 
the country and controlled the port city of Puerto Bar- 
rios, the railroad, and the national utilities. For many 
years during the 1930's and 40's campesinos owning less 
than 10 acres of land were forced to work 90 days of 
unpaid labor a year as a form of "taxation." 

The promise of land reform was a lynch pin in the 
signing of the Peace Accords that ended the war in 
1996, and for a few years it looked like change was im- 
minent. But the land claims of many in the Polochic 
Valley, as in the rest of Guatemala, have become mired 
in bureaucracy and overshadowed by corporate land 
claims. In communities with low literacy and limited 
Spanish skills, no legal representation, and no financial 
resources, this uphill struggle cannot be understated. 
Despite ancestral claims to land and claims that have 
been promised as a recompense for years of serfdom, 
the money and influence of the biofuel industry 
quickly won over an easily swayed government. 

For ten years now, Chabil Utzaj has been steadily 
claiming land and pushing many indigenous Q'eqchi' 
people, who have no alternative, to work low-paying 
and temporary jobs. These jobs require them to dis- 
mantle their own houses, schools and churches; plant 
cane and palm in place of their com; and live in slum- 
like, fenced-off work camps to produce biofuel for a 



Parana community burnt down following attack by Cabtl Utzaj 
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Crops also plowed by company next day. 


short-sighted North American conscience. 

On the mornings of March 15, 16, and 17, 2011, 
fourteen Q'eqchi' speaking communities in the Po- 
lochic Valley awoke to find hundreds of hired security 
workers and federal police officers on their doorsteps. 
With no notice or chance at appeal, their houses were 
burned and their crops, three weeks from harvest, were 
bulldozed. Since that time, com prices in the region 
have doubled. The government has offered no re- 
location, no support, and no acknowledgment of its 
crimes. The families live nearby or have moved back, 
rebuilding where Chabil Utzaj has not yet planted, and 
are living under constant threat and harassment from 
the company security. Community leaders have been 
arrested on fraudulent charges, and children combat 
illness and weakness from malnutrition. 

On August 11th, the Guatemala Solidarity Project 
traveled to the Polochic Valley in Alta Verapaz to meet 
the community of Parana. As participants in this proj- 
ect, what we saw was shocking. The community mem- 
bers were living in temporary shacks built following 
an attack. Two days before we arrived they had been 
attacked again, this time during the night by masked 
mercenaries. The mercenaries surrounded the houses, 
firing rounds through the walls. They looted valuables 
and found the community's reserves of food, lighting 
them on fire after dousing them with gasoline. The 
weapons the mercenaries carried were large automatic 
assault rifles, illegal to own personally but commonly 
seen in the hands of Chabil Utzaj security forces. Five 
people were shot that night, one man wounded criti- 
cally with a bullet through the stomach as he slept. 

Members of the community were able to get the 
wounded man to a hospital that night, but the day we 
arrived he was transferred to a prison in Coban. His 
injury was still severe, and he was not being provided 
with the colostomy bags he needed. He showed us the 
open wound in his stomach and the tube that was sup- 
posed to attach to the reusable bags. He couldn't speak 
over a whisper as he told us his wound was only open- 
ing further, as days passed without sight of a doctor. 
The next day, we met with the director of the prison. 
He informed us that the doctor who works there found 


him in fine health. He said that to give him more medi- 
cal attention than the other prisoners would be unfair, 
and it would be impossible to move him to a hospital. 
He had been shot six days before, and transferred from 
the hospital for being fraudulently charged with the 
murder of another leader from Parana. This woman 
had been his friend and neighbor, also shot by Chabil 
Utzaj 's hired security in the night. He had not yet been 
told of his charges and was deeply grieved by what we 
had to tell him. After five days of torment in the prison, 
the accusation left him stricken, wondering who could 
believe he would do such a thing to his friend, and de- 
spairing at his chances of returning to his five children 
and his struggling village. 

The loss of those two leaders was a blow for Parana, 
and there were few remaining people to step up as le- 
gal representatives for the community. Every village 
or community in Guatemala needs a legal representa- 
tive in order to be recognized by the state as an au- 
tonomous group, but the position comes with a heavy 
weight. There are often a limited number of people 
that can speak Spanish in these communities, let alone 
read or write the language. Charging these people with 
crimes is an effective strategy in silencing poor com- 
munities, making it even more difficult for them to ne- 
gotiate politically or speak publicly on behalf of their 
community. 

Today, Parana is doing worse than ever. On October 
26th, 2011, Chabil Utzaj's security forces and one of 
its owners, Walter Widmann, entered the community 
with the backing of the military, and destroyed every 
last one of their houses. With very few places to go and 
no accessible resources, they are left vulnerable and at 
the mercy of exploitation by the biofuel companies. 
We have received reports of a death from starvation. 

The fact that the very existence of these sustenance 
farms is being threatened, in favor of a fuel supplement 
for our personal vehicles, is a shocking reminder of the 
benefit we reap from colonial power structures. There is 
no doubt that alternative energies are critical, and bio- 
fuels do have potential. Our recent attempts to lessen 
the impact of our lifestyles on this fragile planet have 
begun to produce alternatives to the tar sands or the 
construction of dangerous continental pipelines. But 
we cannot fool ourselves into thinking we have found 
an ethical substitute to oil in biofuels. We must hold 
our governments and industries accountable. We must 
examine and condemn the human as well as the eco- 
logical exploitation evident in areas such as Parana, be- 
fore we destroy our real alternatives altogether. 

For more information visit: 

GUATEMALASOnDARTTYPROJECT.ORG OR CUC.ORG.GT 

The authors work with No More Deaths (nomoredeaths. 
org) in Arizona, helping folks who are crossing the US 
Mexico border by way of small mountainous trails stay 
hydrated and fed. 
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campesina 


Exigir nos 


bbertad para 

ro Choc 

4/02/08 ha «a la fecha) 

' 0 h a de c1“, indf *»«, 


madre tierra 


compra ni se vende 


recuperayse defiende! 


Support Guatemalan Political Prisoner 

Ramiro Choc 


Images of Ramiro from Guatemalan Solidarity Project 


Ramiro Ghoc is a Q'eqchi' peasant leader from 
northeastern Guatemala. With courage, dynamic or- 
ganizing skills and commitment to social and envi- 
ronmental justice he has been a leader in numerous 
successful grassroots struggles for land. Choc was born 
in extreme poverty in a plantation within the munici- 
pality of El Estor, Izabal. His parents were born slaves, 
but he came to become a powerful and successful 
mediator in land disputes between rural indigenous 
communities and wealthy landowners or the govern- 
ment. The elite are quick to fear charismatic campesino 
leaders like Choc in a country living in the wake of a 
recent and bloody civil war. 

After surviving numerous assassination attempts, on 
February 12, 2008, Choc was kidnapped by members 
of the military. He was taken to a secluded location 
and sentenced to six years in prison in a farcical trial. 
Since being imprisoned, Choc has suffered beatings, 
poisoned food, and then months in isolation. Febru- 
ary 14, 2011 marked the first day that Choc became 
eligible for release. Indigenous leaders and solidarity 
activists planned to hold nonviolent actions on that 
day to demand Ramiro's freedom. But on February 
12, three Encuentro Campesino leaders, close friends 
of Ramiro, disappeared. Their bodies were found on 
February 14, floating in a large body of water near the 
Caribbean Coast. They had been shot dozens of times. 


Translation of flyer on top-right: "We reject the persecution and 
criminalization of indigenous and peasant struggle. We demand 
freedom for Ramiro Choc (detained since 2/14/08). For the defense 
of indigenous territory, the struggle goes on! Mother earth is not 
bought or sold, it is recuperated and defended!" 

Choc's imprisonment and the February 12 massacre 
of his friends and fellow indigenous leaders are part of 
the systematic repression of indigenous and peasant 
communities in Guatemala. Choc has courageously 
stood up to this repression and continues to speak out 
while in prison despite the great threat. Many oth- 
er indigenous leaders who have visited Ramiro have 
been assassinated, in addition to the three young 
leaders who were killed earlier this year. 

Choc needs all the help he can get. Consider sup- 
porting him financially or by putting pressure on the 
government of Guatemala to demand his release. 
Check out GUATEMALASouDARrrYPRojEcr.ORG for more info 
on Ramiro. To help financially go to: www.upavim.org/ 
donate and please indicate in the paypal memo sec- 
tion that the donation is for GSP or Ramiro Choc. To 
help on the ground: The Guatemalan Solidarity Proj- 
ect is organizing two Human Rights Delegations. 

For more information contact: 

SOUDARIDADGUATEMALA@YAHOO.COM 
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T he classic act of monkeywrenching is messing 
around with a bulldozer. Probably the best known 
technique is pouring sugar or Karo syrup in the 
gas tank or oil system. But this doesn't really work! It 
just clogs the fuel or oil filter. There are better — and 
simpler — ways to "decommission" that piece of heavy 
equipment threatening your special place. The dozer 
is a tool of destruction. But like David against Goliath, 
a little ingenuity and moxie can go a long way toward 
stopping a monster. 

There are, of course, more incendiary ways to take 
out one of these behemoths. You can totally dismember 
one with a cutting torch. Or you can just barbecue one. 

Be careful when doing this kind of "night work." 
People who own expensive equipment don't take kind- 
ly to having unauthorized maintenance done on their 
rigs and will encourage the police to do their best to 
find the culprits. 

With the detailed instructions and clear illustra- 
tions presented here, even "mechanical idiots" such as 
your good editors can accomplish night-time mainte- 
nance on heavy equipment. 

Disabling Motor Vehicles of All Kinds 

1 . Pour sand in the crankcase. A handful or more of 
sand in the fuel or oil tank is much more effective 
and much easier. Also, with sand you need not 
carry incriminating items like sugar or a bottle of 
Karo syrup. 

2. Jam door and ignition locks with slivers of wood, a 
hard tough cement like "super glue," or silicone rub- 
ber sealant. 

3. Pour a gallon or more of water or brine into the 
fuel tank. 

4. Pour dirt, sand, salt, or a grinding compound (like 
Carborundum) into the oil filter hole. If there is a 
filter (often present on heavy equipment), pour the 


sand, etc. down the dipstick tube and use the dipstick 
to ram it down. If possible, remove the outside oil 
filter and add the grit. Very fine grit may go through 
an oil filter, though. 

5. Pour water into the oil filler hole. Amount needed 
depends on engine size — at least 2 quarts for a V-8. 
Use enough so that the oil pump will draw only wa- 
ter. The water should maintain "oil" pressure with- 
out lubricating at all. 

6. Slash tire sidewalls. Sidewall stabs cannot be effec- 
tively patched, whereas tread stabs can be. On some 
tires, cutting the valve stems is an easy way to flatten 
them. Be careful: tires on some heavy equipment are 
filled with water under very high pressure and it can 
be dangerous to slash or cut these. Bullets ricochet 
off them, too. 

7. Smash fuel pump, water pump, valve cover, carbure- 
tor, distributor, or anything else except the battery 
(for your safety) or brake system (for their safety). Use 
a sledge and a steel bar for precision blows. 

8. Pour water and/or dirt into the air intake (usu- 
ally the big hole right under the air cleaner). The 
more, the better. 

9. Pour gasoline or other fuel into the oil reservoir. It 
will break down the oil and the oil filter will not re- 
move it. 

10. Put battery acid or some other corrosive in 
the radiator. 

11. Put Carborundum or other small abrasive particles 
in the gearbox. 

12. Pour a box of quick rice in the radiator. 

13. Use a pair of bolt cutters on anything possible (except 
battery cables, other live wires, and brake cables). 

14. Ferric chloride and some other etching compounds 
used in electronics have the interesting characteristic 
of eating away copper. If added to the water in a radi- 
ator, the radiator will fall to bits in a couple of days. 


37 





Heavy Equipment 

Large machines, in the form of earth moving and 
logging equipment and haul trucks, are the most per- 
vasive tools of land rape. Because of their purchase and 
maintenance costs, they are extremely attractive tar- 
gets for monkeywrenching. Downtime for repairs can 
exceed fifty dollars an hour, and a proper job of sabo- 
tage can idle a machine for weeks. 

There are hundreds of different types and models 
of heavy equipment, from the classic bulldozer to the 
highly specialized harvesting and handling equipment 
found in the logging industry. Regardless of their spe- 
cific use, they all have diesel engines and hydraulic 
systems that are the targets of the experienced mon- 
keywrencher. 

A good first step for the equipment saboteur is 
gaining basic familiarity with the more common types 
of machines. Effective teamwork can entail dispatching 
a friend to work on "that loader over there," or to see 
if "that's a security guard parked behind that scraper." 
A common nomenclature can minimize confusion and 
enhance your safety and security. 

Basic Tool Kit 

Effective sabotage may require nothing more than 
a handful of sand on the spur of the moment. More 
often, it entails planning plus a basic tool kit. Since 
most of this mechanical work will be conducted under 
the cover of darkness, a good flashlight for each team 
member and rigid discipline in the use of the light are 
critical. The military surplus angle-head flashlight is a 
good buy at most surplus stores. The red lens stored in 
the base, when mounted over the light, can increase 
your security. The red light is less noticeable from a 
distance, and will not ruin your night vision. A cheap 
acrylic artist's red paint will do in a pinch, as will some 
red cellophane, if you can find it. As always, wipe clean 
of fingerprints all parts of the flashlight, including the 
lenses, bulbs, and batteries. Do not use your flashlight 
indiscriminately. Cup your hand over the end, allow- 
ing only a thin sliver of light to illuminate the area on 
which you are working. Similarly, use your body to 
block the light from view. Use a lightweight cord as a 
lanyard, to hang the flashlight around your neck and 
avoid dropping and losing it. 

A lightweight bag keeps your tools together so that 
you don't inadvertently leave them as evidence at the 
scene. Nylon can be noisy, so canvas (like cheap army 
surplus) is usually best. 

Lightweight running shoes allow silent movement 
and quick escape. Deck shoes, with their relatively 
smooth, pebbly soles, leave a minimum of distinctive 
footprints for matching with evidence at other mon- 
keywrenching scenes. Never wear slip-on tennis shoes 
since they won't stay on when you run. If the terrain 
requires boots, cover them with large socks to obscure 
their distinctive waffle print. 


Cheap cloth gloves can be purchased at almost any 
hardware or variety store. Dispose of them after a single 
job, or after a few jobs, depending on the frequency of 
your monkey-wrenching. Buy only one or two pairs at 
a time, and get different gloves from different stores 
to further confuse the trail of evidence (in case a cloth 
pattern imprints on a greasy surface or a few fibers snag 
on a sharp edge or rough surface). 

A common one-gallon plastic jug is ideal for trans- 
porting abrasive material like sand to the equipment. 
The cut-away bottle makes a good shovel-like scoop if 
sand can be found near the equipment parking area. 
If, on the other hand, abrasive material must be trans- 
ported in, any plastic bottle, cleaned with soap, dried, 
and wipediree of fingerprints will suffice. A screw-type 
cap is your best insurance against accidental spillage. 

Lastly, a cheap plastic funnel, available at most gro- 
cery stores (or variety, hardware, and auto parts stores) 
will allow you better access to the essential motor parts, 
some of which are not easily reached otherwise. 

The advanced saboteur's kit includes a can of 
spray lubricant to wash away telltale signs of abrasive 
grit, and a spray handle for same to improve your aim 
in the dark of night. In addition, a crescent wrench, 
wrapped in black electrical tape to eliminate its shiny 
metallic look and to silence it from banging inside 
your bag, is useful for gaining access to sensitive areas 
like oil filters that are rarely protected by padlocks. 
Wear gloves when you apply the tape, as it makes an 
ideal surface for fingerprints. Also useful for getting 
into diesel filter systems is a socket wrench and a se- 
lection of sockets and an oil filter wrench carefully 
wrapped with tape to prevent it from leaving telltale 
scratches on an oil filter housing. 

Abrasives 

We will assume that you have studied security cul- 
ture and manuals on sabotage and stealth, and are now 
standing beside a large mass of slumbering steel. At this 
point, you can vent your frustrations and attack it in 
every conceivable way, cutting hydraulic hoses, pulling 
out electrical wires, hammering at delicate parts, slash- 
ing the operator's seat.... At no small risk to yourself, 
you will probably cripple the beast for only a few days, 
and the repairs will go rather quickly once the parts 
arrive. 

But if you are a serious saboteur who wants to have 
maximum impact, you will work in silence, and when 
you leave, no one will know you have been there. At 
least not for a day or two. When your trail has gone 
cold, and evidence of your presence has been destroyed 
or hopelessly contaminated, the engines of destruction 
will literally grind to a halt. Only major shop work can 
repair them. You will have succeeded. 

Experienced monkeywrenchers generally agree 
that the best and surest way to cripple heavy equip- 
ment is to introduce abrasives into the lubricating sys- 



tern. Illustration 5.4 shows you typical filler caps. The 
glove in (A) will give you an idea of their approximate 
size. Be aware that many filler caps have nothing to 
do with the lubricating system. One that does is the 
dipstick shown in (B). However, the narrowness of this 
access point limits the volume of abrasives one can in- 
troduce; and an experienced operator's quick check of 
the oil level first thing each morning may reveal signs 
of grit on the dipstick, in (C) is a typical radiator cap, 
in (D) we see a filler cap on a small hydraulic reservoir, 
and (E) illustrates one of many styles of fuel tank cover, 
most noticeable for their large size. 

Once you have found the oil filler cap, it is usually 
simple to pour in dry sand with the aid of a plastic fun- 
nel. Illustration 5.5 shows the best procedure for those 
machines that combine the large oil filler cap with the 
dipstick (a significant minority of heavy equipment). 
Unscrew and remove the cap/dipstick (a). Pour in abra- 
sive sand (b). Apply liberal amounts of spray lubricant 
to wash any trace ©f sand down into the bowels of the 
engine (c). Re-insert the dipstick and pull it out again to 
make sure there is no revealing sand adhering to its sur- 
face. Many operators check their fluid levels first thing 
in the morning so you must leave no sign of your work. 
Indeed, some companies now require checks of all fluid 
levels each day before starting equipment. 


Gaining Access 

Some equipment owners whose toys are parked in 
vulnerable areas use padlocks to secure every cap on 
the machine. Many manufacturers design caps that 
easily accept these padlocks. This will not stop the 
dedicated monkeywrencher. The filter element can 



be removed and disposed of well away from the site. 
In its place goes a liberal dose of abrasive. Be careful 
not to get any abrasive in the tube marked (B). If this 
becomes clogged, you will not be able to re-insert the 
threaded rod that secures the lid onto the filter hous- 
ing. 

In 5.7 [following page] is another type of oil fil- 
ter set-up. First use your socket wrench or crescent 
wrench to remove the small drain plugs (1). Use your 
open top plastic bottle to catch the oil and keep it 
from spilling everywhere. Next unscrew the filter case 



bolts (2) and the filter housing will drop into your 
hand. Dispose of the filter (3), pour in your abrasive 
(4), and re-assemble. Number (5) shows an exploded 
view of the parts involved. 

Another filter type is the screw-on variety. These 
are gradually replacing the filter elements just illus- 
trated. This type is removed with a good quality oil 
filter wrench found at any auto parts store. It's as easy 
as changing the oil in your car. If you don't know how 
to change the oil in your car, have a friend show you 
how. Once you learn this, you can adapt it to your 
heavy equipment night work. 

Be careful to avoid too much oil spillage when re- 
moving the screw-type filter. Carry it well away from 
the machine before scratching out a shallow hole to 
receive the quart or more of oil inside the filter. Pour 
out the oil slowly and cover the hole to leave no trace. 
Fill the inside of the filter about 3/4 full of abrasive 
and screw it back on to the engine. 

Oil-Acccss Points 

Because of the large number of equipment manufac- 
turers and the various models produced, it would be all 
but impossible to illustrate all of the oil-access points. The 
remaining illustrations provide a cross-section that will 
enable you to quickly learn what to look for. By all means, 
study whenever possible. When you walk by a piece of 
equipment, stop for a moment and practice spotting the 
oil filter cap. Keep your distance, though, so no one will 
suspect you of tampering. Once you have correctly iden- 
tified a dozen or so filler caps, the rest come easily. 

Remember that your equipment sabotage must not 
be noticed until the machines begin to break down. 
Carry a few dark colored rags to clean up any messes 
like accidental oil spills that may occur when remov- 
ing filters. Don't leave things spotless, however, as an 
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extremely clean area on an otherwise greasy, dirty ma- 
chine is also a giveaway. 


Lubrication Points 

In addition to the oil filler caps, other lubrication 
points can be creatively sabotaged. Even when the ma- 
chines are locked up and you are denied access to the 
points previously discussed, you may be able to destroy 
the monsters through other weak spots. 

Every moving joint must have some type of lu- 
brication to prevent overheating and premature wear 
out. At any auto parts store you can find a grease gun 
and with it you can introduce abrasives to these mov- 
ing parts. First, remove about half of the grease from 
a standard grease tube. Replace this grease with sand 
or another abrasive and stir it to a smooth blend with 
a metal rod or dowel. You are now ready to "unlu- 
bricate" a machine at a dozen or more points. Look 
for the "zerk" fittings. A simple end wrench or box 
wrench can also provide access to these grease fittings. 
Begin by unscrewing the fitting . Use a stick or nail to 
remove some of the grease. After making room inside 
the hole, add a squeeze of highly abrasive "valve lap- 
ping compound" (found in auto parts stores). These 
handy little tubes are easy to use and allow for preci- 


sion application. 

Other moving parts that must be kept properly lu- 
bricated are wheel hubs and transmission differentials. 
While simply draining the differential lubricant could 
cause substantial damage, operators in areas where 
sabotage has occurred have been known to even check 
these before firing up in the morning, so it is better to 
introduce abrasives into the lubricant. If you can reach 
the machine, you can reach these points, since no one 
has devised a means of locking out access. 

The most important tools for this work are the 
"breaker bar" and sockets. The long handle provides 
the leverage needed to unscrew the caps. A short length 
of common pipe, called a "cheater" can be slipped over 
the breaker bar handle to provide the leverage of an 
even longer handle. 

Various types of oil filler caps are found on wheel 
hubs. Some have a plug in a differential through which 
lubricating oil (and abrasives) is introduced. A neat job 
will ensure that even if the operator checks, abrasives 
will not be immediately apparent. 

Selection of Abrasives 

Common sand is the cheapest abrasive for 
equipment sabotage. Ideally, it is dry and free of or- 
ganic matter like leaves and twigs. You can use a 
small piece of window screen or fine mesh hardware 
cloth to remove rocks and gravel that would other- 
wise prevent smooth flow or even jam a filler tube 
on an engine. Simply pour the sand through the 
screen and into your plastic bottle. 

You should not use sand from near your home. 
Forensic laboratory analysis might reveal the ap- 
proximate source area the sand came from. This is 
done by comparing it to samples collected in vari- 
ous drainages where differing rock formations may 
lead to slight variations in the composition of the 
sand. Although this is a complex laboratory proce- 
dure not likely to be employed, it is best to take the 
extra precaution. By scouting ahead of time, you 
may locate a source of clean sand in the vicinity of 
the equipment parking area. 

For the sake of variety, and to make it appear 
as though separate groups of monkeywrenchers 
are at work, you can purchase abrasive compounds 
from suppliers in big cities. Look for a medium-grit 
silicon carbide. Lapidary supply houses are a good 
source of top-notch abrasives which are used to pol- 
ish stones in tumblers. 


This how-to was originally published in Ecodefense: a 
Fieldguide to Monkeywrenching, written by the ghost 
of Big Bill Haywood and some other guy. It can be found 
in its entirety online, or through a zine distro or infos- 
hop near you. 
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By Justin of the Animal Defense League 

A haunting sound emanated from the Wenaha- 
Tucannon Wilderness of northeastern Oregon 
in July of 2008. Under the heavy moonlight, the 
sound of howling wolves surfaced, reaching the ears of 
the biologists who had been tracking them. It was not 
one or two lone wolves. According to the trained ears of 
the biologists, there were several adult and juveniles in 
what is now known to be the first wolf pack to return to 
Oregon. 

It is not common knowledge that the state of Oregon 
was built on wolf extermination. But, like the abhorrent 
fur trade and decimation of indigenous peoples that cre- 
ated the modem Pacific West, it is just another piece of 
Oregon's history that has been buried under propaganda 
and misinformation. 

As settlers of the new Oregon territory reared livestock, 
they encountered Oregon's native wolf population, 
which had been noted as abundant by early European 
explorers. By the midi 9th century, sporadic and scat- 
tered settlers began to meet to discuss the issue of wolf 
conflict. This group, the Oregon Wolf Organization, was 
one of the first to bring together the otherwise divided 
new community. The Oregon Department of Fish and 


Wildlife's (ODFW) Wolf Conservation and Management 
Plan even notes, "with wolves and wolf eradication as 
the drawing card, meeting organizers were successful in 
assembling significant numbers of settlers to discuss for- 
mation of a civil government in the region." Within 
two months, these meetings led to the formation of 
Oregon's first provisional government. In 1843, Oregon 
established the first wolf bounty at an Oregon Wolf As- 
sociation meeting in the Willamette Valley. The bounty 
for a large grey wolf was set at $3.00. By 1913, the Ore- 
gon State Game Commission (OSGC) began offering an 
additional $20 to the bounty for wolves. Supplemented 
with the 1915 formation of the federal Predator and Ro- 
dent Control division of the Bureau of Biological Survey 
(later to become Animal Damage Control), the fate of 
Cams Lupus had become sealed in Oregon and nation- 
ally. From 1913 to 1946, nearly 400 slain wolves were 
presented for payment in Oregon alone. By 1946, the 
last lone wolf in Oregon was murdered in the Umpqua 
National Forest, possibly the last in the entire lower 48. 

That fateful night of howlingin July of 2008 marked 
the first time in over 60 years that a wolf pack was call- 
ing Oregon home again. That same day, a federal judge 
reinstated protection for the species under the Endan- 
gered Species Act. It seemed to be the dawn of a new 
era, one of respect and freedom for these wild creatures. 
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Imnaha pack alpha male, tagged am! collared 
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Activists locked down to doors of the odfw office 


Now, only three short years later, that pack is threatened 
with extinction. 

The Imnaha pack was the first and, up until very re- 
cently, only known breeding pack in the state of Ore- 
gon. It has become the flagship wolf pack for the state 
and its activities were symbolic for wolf recovery as a 
whole. Pictures and video of its activities circulated news 
media, with the state of Oregon watching the pack's 
every move as new parents watch every move of their 
newborn child. 

Now the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife is 
issuing kill orders for "problem wolves" as if there is 
no other recourse of action, going as far as to issue one 
for the Imnaha pack's alpha male in late September of 
2011. The ODFW had already killed three wolves in the 
state by this time. Blamed for livestock losses in Wallowa 
County, the pack's alpha male and a juvenile were slated 
to die. Once comprising a healthy 16 members, the pack 
was to be reduced to only two, the alpha female and 
her newborn pup, who will struggle to survive the harsh 
winters of the Wallowa Mountains. The state of Oregon 
is effectively destroying its first wolf pack in 60 years. 

What went wrong? 

Welfare Ranching 

On a beautiful early summer day in Wallowa County, 


endless rolling hills of native short grass prairie are set 
against the backdrop of the craggy and glaciated gran- 
ite peaks of the Wallowa Mountains. Just to the east, 
the mixed conifer pine forests of the Wallowa Whit- 
man-National Forest give way to the deep, carved val- 
leys of Hells Canyon. The entire area is the definition 
of picturesque wilderness. 

But upon closer inspection, this picture yields a much 
different story of the North American West. The Nature 
Conservancy owns part of the Zumwalt Prairie, the larg- 
est remaining native short grassland of its kind. In the 
spring, the hills seem to roll on forever, speckled end- 
lessly with wildflowers and lush green. But as part of 
course, the Conservancy leases this rare land to private 
ranchers for cattle grazing. The same story is told in 
the National Forests of the Wallowa- Whitman, as cow 
pies litter the landscape, a landscape ravaged down to 
nothing but stubs of grass struggling to emerge from the 
harshly compacted soil. 

It does not take long to see the signs of cattle on these 
public lands. The once rich and aerated soils have surren- 
dered to desertification. The effects are so bad out here 
that the US Forest Service has had to go as far as creating 
Aspen enclosures that prevent any ungulates from graz- 
ing the saplings, lest the entire species be erased from 
these lands. 




Livestock ranching rules this land. 300 million acres 
of public land are leased for livestock production. Nine- 
ty percent of all Bureau of Land Management holdings 
and 69 percent of all US Forest Service managed land 
is leased for livestock grazing. 184 million acres of pri- 
vate land are used for livestock production. Thirty-five 
million acres of Indian Reservation land in the West 
are used for livestock production. In total, 525 million 
acres of land are dedicated to livestock production in 
the western states alone (Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, 
Washington and Wyoming). This is slightly more than 
one quarter of the land area of the lower 48 states. It is 
nearly three quarters of the land area of the West. 

At the expense of native wildlife, livestock ranching 
expropriates the space, the plant forage, and the water 
of the land and leaves nothing but wreckage behind. 
Fifty percent of desirable plants have been eliminated, 
high rates of soil erosion have set in, non-native plants 
have invaded, and the land has been turned into a prac- 
tical but not functional desert as record levels of drought 
have been recorded in areas used for livestock. Livestock 
production has contributed to the listing of 22% of fed- 
erally threatened and endangered species. That is about 
as much as the effects of logging and mining combined. 
No other human institution is responsible for as much 
loss in biodiversity. 

And the people are paying for it. 

According to the Western Watersheds Project, "Di- 
rect government expenditures to administer public land 
grazing constitute an annual net loss to the taxpayers of 
at least $123 million and more than $500 mi l li on when 
indirect costs are accounted for. As much as 96 percent 
of these public dollars are spent to enhance livestock 
production in direct conflict with legal mandates to re- 
store the health of public lands." 

Ranchers and the industry in general are beneficia- 
ries of an unofficial government welfare program. This 
takes its form in a variety of ways: incredibly low fees to 
graze public lands ($1.35 per month for one cow and her 
calf), tax-funded research at western land grant universi- 
ties, agricultural exemptions that lower property taxes, 
drought-relief programs, emergency livestock feed pro- 
grams, low-interest agricultural loans, emergency graz- 
ing on Conservation Reserve Program lands, and things 
as minor as fencing and cattle-crossings. 

For a local example, in Wallowa County in 2010, $2.2 
million was spent by the US Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) in just a few farm subsidies. 

If that was not enough, the livestock industry also 
benefits from a special relationship with the corporate 
banking industry. The Taylor Grazing Act of 1934 allows 
for the issuance of permits to graze public land. These 
permits have a market value, recognized by the Internal 
Revenue Service, the real estate market and economists. 
This monetary value allows livestock ranchers to put their 
grazing permits up for collateral to be eligible for bank 


loans, since livestock holdings, properties and ranch 
buildings are insufficient. Because the Forest Service au- 
thorizes all transfers of grazing permits, banks require 
the agency to enter into an escrow waiver. Throughout 
the West, billions of dollars have been loaned out on 
these permits through this process. In his essay, "Mort- 
gaging Public Assets: How Ranchers Use Grazing Permits 
as Collateral", Mark Salvo points out the problems with 
this system: 

"Escrow waivers help prolong an anti- 
quated public lands grazing program by 
overlaying a financial system that requires 
high stocking rates and low grazing fees. 

Since banks have loaned billions of dollars 
on grazing permits, they use their consid- 
erable clout in Washington, DC to oppose 
grazing reforms that threaten their invest- 
ment. The banks also become involved in 
agency decision making on individual al- 
lotments where the value of an escrowed 
grazing permit is in jeopardy." 

Escrow waivers force the Forest Service to maintain 
destructive management practices because those same 
practices often maintain the value of the collateral. 

The banking industry has lobbied to keep public graz- 
ing fees low. They opposed the Clinton Administration's 
proposal to raise the fees a few dollars, decrying the pos- 
sibility that such changes in management could cause a 
collapse in the financial industry. 

Yet with all of this institutional support, livestock 
industries contribute almost nothing to local econo- 
mies. A study conducted by Thomas Power, Ph.D. 
titled, "Taking Stock of Public Lands Grazing: An Eco- 
nomic Analysis" indicates that the economic presence 
of ranching is negligible. 

It should be immensely clear when juxtaposing the 
political and economic leverage of the livestock ranch- 
ing industry with its contributions to society on even 
the smallest scale that it is highly institutionalized in 
American life. It is cemented as a cultural and political 
leviathan, to the lament of the land and wildlife. 

"Wildlife Services" and Animal Damage Control 

Perhaps the most obvious way, and certainly the most 
pertinent in the case of the wolf, that this institution- 
alization manifests itself in relation to wildlife can be 
traced in the history of the USDA's Wildlife Services. 

Yet another form of major subsidies to the livestock 
industry, the agency known as "Wildlife Services" has 
only existed as such since 1997, when it was decided 
that it needed a more publicity-friendly facelift. Before 
that, it was known as Animal Damage Control, more 
aptly named for an organization that spends millions 
of public dollars every year to destroy millions of wild 
animals, primarily predators. 




Beginning in 1886, then named the Branch of Eco- 
nomic Ornithology and Mammalogy, the agency worked 
on the control of damaging birds. By 1914 under its new 
name, the Bureau of Biological Survey, it began its lethal 
predator control efforts for which it has become infa- 
mous, with a focus on wolves and coyotes. In 1931, 
President Hoover signed the Animal Damage Control 
Act of 1931, which authorizes direct and cooperative 
control programs. This is still the law under which Wild- 
life Services operates today. By the time that the name 
was officially changed to Animal Damage Control in 
1974 the agency has made its mark as the leader in le- 
thal control of wildlife for the sake of mitigating damage 
to the livestock industry. 

According to Brooks Fahy and Cheri Briggs of Pred- 
ator Defense in their article, "A War Against Preda- 
tors: The Killing of Wildlife Funded by Taxpayers" 
around $10 million is spent every fiscal year for kill- 
ing predators in the name of "livestock protection." 
This figure does not include the money sourced from 
state and local taxes levied to prop up the livestock 
industry. Briggs and Fahy state that, "In the late 
1990s, the cost of killing predators in the western 
states exceeded reported livestock losses to predators 
by a ratio of three to one." 

This abundance of money certainly funds a very ac- 
tive agency. In 2010, USDA data indicates that Wildlife 
Services killed over 5 million animals, including 452 
wolves. That same year in Oregon alone, the agency 
killed 260 thousand animals. 


All of this killing requires a diversity of methods to en- 
sure the results. Favorite among them are leghold traps, 
conibear traps, snares, cage traps, aerial gunning, shoot- 
ing, hunting dogs, compound 1080 (an extremely poi- 
sonous compound, sodium fluoroacetate), and M-44's 
(spring-propelled sodium cyanide cartridges). The poi- 
son arsenal of Wildlife Services includes Alpha Chlo- 
ralose, Aluminum Phosphide, Aminopyridine, Avitrol, 
4-AP, Bone Tar Oil, Brodifacoum, Cholecalciferol (Quin- 
tox), DRC-1339, Fenthion, Immobilizing/ Euthanizing 
Agents, Mineral Oil: Petroleum Distillates, Glyphosate, 
Polybutene, Sodium Cyanide, Sodium Fluoroacetate, So- 
dium Nitrate, Strychnine, and Zinc Phosphide. 

Wildlife Services states that, "We will support the 
most humane, selective, and effective control tech- 
niques." Yet this is simply not the case. Take the 
case of the coyote, the most hated of all targets of 
Wildlife Services. Every year, around 90,000 coyotes 
are killed, which is vastly more than are reported by 
ranchers as problematic. 

In fact, nonlethal methods of predator control have 
been found to be more effective in protecting livestock. 
Yet, a 1995 US General Accounting Office report re- 
vealed that Wildlife Services almost never uses nonlethal 
methods. According to Briggs and Fahy, "WS routinely 
launches lethal predator control programs before there 
are any confirmed livestock losses." 

Former Animal Damage Control District Supervisor Ca- 
ter Niemeyer recalls his former agency's obsession with 
killing in his book, Wolfer. Those who work for ADC (or 
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Wildlife Services) are trappers, and killing is what they 
are trained to do. Niemeyer recalls the priorities of ADC, 
"This (killing) was the entire reason for Animal Dam- 
age Control's existence; the state director wanted to see 
big numbers, particularly of target varmints like coyotes 
and fox." He also recalls specifically the relationship that 
the agency had with the livestock industry, "There was a 
general mindset at Animal Damage Control that, as gov- 
ernment trappers, we should hate whatever killed live- 
stock." He refers to Animal Damage Control as the "hired 
guns of the livestock industry" and states that many of- 
ficials in the agency "really believed it was their job to go 
around killing as many wolves as Ed Bangs (then USFWS 
Wolf Recovery Coordinator) would allow." 

Wildlife Services has set a precedent with the ranching 


community that the government takes care of all pests, 
nuisances and liabilities to the livestock industry. It has 
done so for the last 100 years and continues to do so to 
this day. 

Predators & the Culture of Fear 

In the mid-1990s, the US Fish and Wildlife Service be- 
gan a program of reintroduction of grey wolves. Thir- 
ty-one wolves were released into Yellowstone National 
Park. Thirty-five were released into the Frank Church- 
River of No Return Wilderness in central Idaho. It was 
in 1999 when wolves made efforts to return to Oregon. 
At first they were relocated, hit by cars, or shot. But the 
state couldn't resist the facts — wolves were calling Or- 
egon home again after six decades of being gone. 

It was in this climate of inevitably that the state began 
the creation of the WCMP in 2005. Created through a 
compromise of various stakeholders including the Hells 
Canyon Preservation Council, Defenders of Wildlife, Or- 
egon Wild, Center for Biological Diversity, and Oregon 
Cattlemen’s Association, the WCMP allowed too much 
room for lethal removal and set low recovery goals. The 
plan lets the state kill wolves after two "depredations," 
within an ill-defined "area" whether or not the wolves 
in question are the wolves responsible. Nevertheless, 
many groups settled on having some kind of protection 
rather than no protection at all. 

In 2010, the plan was reviewed and revised. Polling 
at the time indicated that an overwhelming 90 percent 


of the 20,000 public comments wanted stronger protec- 
tion for Oregon's wolves. Yet after the plan’s revisions 
were completed, it became slightly easier to kill wolves. 

In April of 2011, congress passed an emergency bud- 
get bill with a piece of Rider legislation attached. Now 
infamously called the Wolf Rider, this piece of legisla- 
tion is the first time in history that congress delisted a 
species from Endangered Species Act protection. 

Rod Childers of the Oregon Cattlemen's Association 
and Todd Nash, rancher at Marr Flat Cattle Co. (who has 
a few confirmed wolf predations and who also receives 
thousands every year in government subsidies) have be- 
come the leading voices in the new anti-wolf movement 
that has swept the rural west. Men like them are at the 
forefront, advocating for the entire removal of wolves; 


total extermination once again. 

With all of the commotion surrounding wolf return 
to the region, all of the fiery debate and emotional bat- 
tle cries from the ranchers, one would expect wolves to 
have had a tremendous impact on the livestock com- 
munity. Nothing could be further from the truth. In 
2006, there were approximately 65,000 cattle and calf 
deaths in Oregon. 61,000 were determined to be from 
non-predator causes. Of the 4,500 deaths attributed to 
predators, 2,300 were coyotes, 1,500 were mountain li- 
ons, and the rest are unknown. Since wolves returned to 
Oregon they have killed 29 lambs, 22 calves, and 1 goat. 
By comparison, in 2005 alone, 700 sheep were killed by 
domestic dogs and 200 were killed by eagles in Oregon. 
In 2005, human thieves took five times as many live- 
stock as wolves in Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming. In 
Minnesota, where there are 300 times as many wolves as 
Oregon, they were responsible for 0.65% of cattle losses 
in 2005. 

Studies have even indicated that wolves may actually 
decrease livestock losses by keeping smaller predator 
populations down, particularly coyotes, who have seen 
huge population surges since the eradication of the wolf 
and who are by far the most responsible for predation. 
An article recently published in the journal of Ecological 
Economics found that wolf depredations account for less 
than 0.01% of the annual gross income of ranchers in 
Wyoming, Idaho, and Montana. 

The ranching old guard condemns wolves as out of 


Livestock production has contributed to 
the listing of 22% of federal threatened and 
endangered species. That is about as much as 
the effects of logging and mining combined. 
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control, invasive beasts that will devour all livestock 
and native prey in sight. Yet, a recent peer reviewed a 
study in the Journal of Conservation Planning estimated 
the state has enough suitable habitat and prey base to 
support 1,450 wolves. In Oregon, the population hasn't 
even peaked at 30. 

Why then, is there is so much controversy surround- 
ing the return of the grey wolf to the habitat that it 
once roamed? 

Possibly one of .greatest environmental catastrophes 
of the United States was the state-sanctioned and state- 
funded eradication of the wolf. Yet it was a major part in 
the development of the west and played a role in secur- 
ing the identity of rural America as a priority of the fed- 
eral government. Over the last few decades and since the 
Endangered Species Act, government agencies have been 
forced to focus on environmental recovery (as much as it 
seems that they don't) even as it begins to conflict with 
the industries that they support. What seems to be the 
case is that the culture of fear has taken root in the west. 
Irrational fears of wolf attacks on humans, on children 
and on pets, irrational fears of never-ending wolf pre- 
dations on native ungulates, and irrational fears of the 
destruction of the livestock industry have taken hold of 
communities that have begun to feel forgotten by the 
modem world and by their own governments (however 
inaccurate all of that is). Wolves have become a symbol 
of fear, the scapegoat of a dying way of life, one that is 
being replaced by another malignant form of livestock 
production — factory farming. 

It is in this environment that the Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife must make its decisions. Pressured 
by the still culturally powerful, institutionalized, sub- 
sidized and furious livestock industry, they have little 
recourse but to yield to their desires. The industry has 
been conditioned to expect killing after wildlife conflicts 
and understands little else. 

So when the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife was called out in early September of 2011 
to investigate a likely wolf predation, they had their 
hands tied... 

Urgency into Action 

It was very late on Friday, September 23 when the 
Animal Defense League was notified of the ODFW is- 
sued kill order for the Imnaha pack. The agency had 
waited until Friday to announce its plans, hoping that 
the media wouldn't pick it up and that the news would 
be thrown into the "Friday Trash." This particular wolf 
predation occurred on land leased to Todd Nash, the 
state's most vocal anti-wolf activist and the wolves' 
greatest threat. It could not have occurred anywhere 
more politically charged. For years, Nash has been call- 
ing for the eradication of the Imnaha pack. With this 
predation occurring on the land that he ranches, it 
looked like he might have gotten his wish. He called 
the ODFW to make an official request for a kill order. 


Within hours, the ODFW complied. 

Nash was already going to be compensated for the lost 
calf. In June, Oregon passed a Livestock Compensation 
and Wolf Coexistence Bill that will compensate ranchers 
for confirmed wolf depredations. Now Nash was about 
to have his cake and eat it too. The ODFW issued a kill 
order for Imnaha pack alpha male and a juvenile male 
(who wasn't even co nfi rmed to be at the predation site), 
leaving only the alpha female, B-300, and her newborn 
spring pup. You can't have a wolf pack with only half of 
the breeding pair. You can't have a wolf pack with only 
a struggling mother and her pup, trying to survive the 
harsh winters of the Wallowa Mountains. It would be a 
nightmare for the state's wolf recovery efforts. But for 
Todd Nash and the Oregon Cattlemen's Association, it 
was a dream come true. 

Activists from all over the region responded with co- 
ordinated call-ins and emails to ODFW directors and 
Governor Kitzhaber. Both the Portland and Seattle ADL 
attempted to coordinate these efforts as well as the 
Northern Idaho Wolf Alliance (NIWA), Friends of the 
Clearwater, Wolf Warriors, Howling for Justice, Howls 
Across America, Cascadia Wildlands, Oregon Wild, 
Northeast Oregon Ecosystems, and the Center for Bio- 
logical Diversity. 

With only days for the wolves to remain alive, and 
with the urgency of saving Oregon's most symbolic 
wolf pack, activists with the Portland ADL scrambled 
to organize a rally at the ODFW Headquarters in Salem 
the following Tuesday Morning, September 27. Only 
about a dozen activists arrived, given the very short 
notice. Nevertheless, a lockdown ensued and two ADL 
activists used bike locks to lock the entrances of the 
building to their necks. For two hours, the ODFW was 
forced to listen to public outcry and reason. Media and 
law enforcement of all types swarmed the otherwise 
nondescript office building. 

After arrests were made, media had turned the small, 
last minute action into a major controversy. News of 
the ODFW's plan to eradicate the majestic Imnaha pack 
spread as far as the east coast and onto national outlets 
such as NPR. The agency was forced to make a statement 
to attempt to reconcile their public image as little more 
than pawns of the rapacious livestock industry. 

The issue had finally made it into the public spotlight 
outside of Eastern Oregon. High tension was set and the 
public was mournfully waiting for the inevitable deaths 
of Imnaha pack wolves. 

One week later the wolves had not yet been killed. 
The time was right for the Center for Biological Diver- 
sity, Oregon Wild, and Cascadia Wildlands to file a law- 
suit against the agency. On October 5, the trio of en- 
vironmental groups did just that. The legal challenge 
argues that in allowing the killing of two of Oregon's 
14 surviving gray wolves, the state's wolf management 
plan is inconsistent with the state's Endangered Species 
Act, which specifically prohibits such action. 



Only hours later, the Oregon Court of Appeals issued 
an injunction that would halt the ODFW's wolf hunt 
until both parties made their case. At the time of this 
writing, the Imnaha pack in the Wallowa Mountains 
has been offered temporary reprieve. And, as of Novem- 
ber 1, 2011, the ODFW confirmed that a collared two- 
year old male from the Imnaha pack has traveled in the 
Umpqua River drainage. He is the first wolf to return to 
western Oregon since 1946, when the last Oregon wolf 
was taken for bounty, ironically, in the same drainage. 

But this is no time to be celebrating. The Imnaha 
pack's future is still tied up in the courts and that is no 
place to rely on justice. 

The time is now for the people of this region to 
recognize that wildlands are being strangled by industry 
and government. The institutionalized degradation 
and exploitation of the grasslands, the soil, the 
forests, the mountains, the rivers, the institutionalized 
extermination of the songbirds, the raptors, the rodents, 
the predators, the bears, the mountain lions, the coyotes 
and the wolves, and the capture, imprisonment and 
enslavement of those who weren't lucky to escape the 
casualties of war are symptoms and circumstances of 
our history of human imperialism. These mechariisms 
are part of a self-perpetuating system of domination 
responsible for the sate of things on Earth. Also to 
blame are the irrational myths that are ingrained and 


institutionalized in our psyches, which leads to our 
complacency. This story is only a sliver of truth that 
reflects the larger stmggle for ecological freedom and 
dignity. If it is not the wolves it is the bears. If not the 
bears, the coyotes. If not the coyotes, the fox. If not the 
predators, the prey. If not the prey, their habitat. Every 
stretch of livable environment on this planet is laid to 
waste by the externalities of our empire. This is a call to 
action. Destroy your empire, destroy your concentration 
camps, clean up your slums, free your prisoners and 
your slaves. It is imperative if there is even a chance to 
hear the silence of the wilderness punctuated by the 
haunting howls of the wolves' reprisal. 


The Animat Defense League is a bioregional grassroots or- 
ganization. It is focused on bringing about the dissolution of 
human imperialism in all of its diverse manifestations. ADL 
endeavors to create broad networks and coalitions with other 
organizations and movements across the continent, in an 
attempt to reconcile our contradictions, strengthen our com- 
monalities and mature as a unified movement against the 
consolidation of power. 

Website: pdxanmawefenseleague.org 
email: pdx_adl@riseup.net 
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Obama’s Signature to Remove Wolves from Endangered Species List 
Emergency Order Sought to Halt Wolf Hunts in Idaho and Montana 
Pressure from EU halts Wolf Hunts in Sweden 
Portland ADL Locks Down to Protect Wolves 
First Ever Aerial Wolf Hunt Proposed on Kenai Peninsula, Alaska 
Killing Wolves: A Product of Alberta’s Big Oil and Gas Boom 
State Wolf-hunting Season Extended 
Montana Using Unmanned Drones Against Wolves 
Gray Wolfs Delisted in Midwest, Wolf Kills to Begin Soon 
Lone Grey Wolf Wanders into California, First Since 1 924 
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Eco-prisoners, Snared Liberationists and 

Hostages of the Struggle 



Update on Eric McDavid 

Eric has been moved to Termi- 
nal Island, a low-security facility in 
Southern California. We are hopeful 
that this will mean some improve- 
ments in Eric's living situation. He 
can now be written at the address 
below. For more on his case, visit 
SupportEric.org 
Eric McDavid #16209-097 
FCI Terminal Island, 

Federal Correctional Institution 

PO Box 3007 

San Pedro, CA 90731 

Update on Jordan Halliday 

Jordan began a 10-month sen- 
tence, starting January 10, 2012, for 
grand jury resistance related to ALF 
raids in Utah. His address is: 

Jordan Halliday #201200256 
Davis County Correctional Facility 
PO Box 130 
Farmington, UT 84025 

Grant Barnes #137563, Arrow- 
head Correctional Facility, POB 300, 
Canon City, CO 81215-3000. (, Please 
note new mailing address.) Arrested 
2007 for setting fire to SUVs, serving 
12 years. GrantBarnes.wordpriss.com 
Marie J. Mason #04672-061, 
FMC Carswell, Federal Medical 
Center, POB 27137, Fort Worth, 
TX 76127. Serving near 22 years 
for her involvement in an ELF ar- 
son and 12 other ELF actions. 
SupportMarieMason.org 
Steve Murphy #39013-177, FCI 
Beaumont Medium, POB 26040, 
Beaumont, TX 77720. Serving five 
years for an attempted arson on a 


townhouse construction site in 
2006. SupportSteve.org 
Michael Sykes #696693, 

10274 Boyer Road, PO Box 
5000, Carson City, MI 48811. Serv- 
ing 4 to 10 years for anti-sprawl 
arsons, graffiti and attempting to 
chisel through the cement is his 
jail cell. 

Joyanna Zacher #36360-086, 
FCI Dublin, Federal Correctional 
Institution, 5701 8th St, Camp 
Parks, Unit F, Dublin, CA 94568. 
Serving 7 years and 8 months for 
an ELF arson. 

Tim DeChristopher #16156- 
081, Herlong FCI, Federal Cor- 
rectional Institution, PO Box 800, 
Herlong, CA 96113. Sentenced to 
2 years for bidding on oil and gas 
leases on public land to stop fossil 
fuel extraction. Bidder70.org 

Fran Thompson #1090915 HU 
1C, WERDCC, POB 300, Vandalia, 
MO 63382, USA. Serving Life for kill- 
ing a stalker in self-defense. Before 
her imprisonment Fran was an eco, 
animal & anti-nuke campaigner. 

Indigenous Resistance 

Leonard Peltier #89637-132 
USP Coleman I, US Penitentiary, 
POB 1033, Coleman, FL 33521. 
American Indian Movement activ- 
ist framed for the death of two FBI 
agents during 1975 Pine Ridge siege. 
LeonardPeltier.net 

Wayne Spears #64289080, PO 
Box 52020, Bennettsville, SC, 
29512-5220. Native activist con- 
victed of "explosives and counter- 
feiting US currency." 

For a more complete list of prisoners 
that the EF! Journal supports, check 

OUt: EARTHFlRSTf0UJtNAL.ORG/PRIS0NERS 


Prisoner Birthdays 

Send a birthday card to these politi- 
cal prisoners. It's an easy way to help 
remind these freedom fighters that 
they aren't forgotten. If you make one, 
remember, don't use anything like 
white-out, stickers, tape or glitter on it. 
We also recommend that you put your 
name and address and their name and 
prisoner number on the card, lest the 
authorities "lose" the envelope and 
forget where it is going. If you would 
like to add a birthday or sign up for 
our poster mailing list, email us at 

PPBIRTHDAY@RISEUP.NET. Brought tO yOU 

with love by the Chapel Hill Prison 
Books Collective. PrisonBooks.info 

May 2: Daniel McGowan 
#63794-053, FCI Terre Haute- 
CMU, PO Box 33, Terre Haute, 
IN 47808. Charged on multiple 
counts of arson and conspiracy 
relating to the arson of Superior 
Lumber company and Jefferson 
Poplar Farms claimed by the ELF. 
He is serving approximately 7 
yeajs. 

April 16: Walter Bond 

#3 7096-013, In Transit (check 
SupportWalter.org for his updated 
location.) Arrested for the "ALF 
Lonewolf" arsons of the Sheepskin 
Factory in Denver, Colorado, the 
Tandy Leather Factory in Salt 
Lake City, Utah and the Tiburon 
Restaurant in Sandy, Utah which 
sold Foie Gras. In 2011, He received 
a sentence of 12 years and 4 months 
for his actions. 

April 7: Charles Sims Africa 
#AM4975, SCI Retreat, 660 State 
Route 11, Hunlock Creek, PA 18621 
Chuck Sims Africa is a member 
of the black liberation group 
(Continued on next page) 
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MOVE and part of the MOVE 9, 
nine MOVE members all falsely 
accused for the murder of a police 
officer who was shot by friendly 
fire when the Philadelphia police 
raided their house. 

April 13: Janet Holloway Africa 
#00-6308, 451 Fullerton Ave., 
Cambridge Springs, PA 16403-1238 
MOVE prisoner. 

April 25: Janine Phillips Africa 

#00-6309, 451 Fullerton Ave., 
Cambridge Springs, PA 16403-1238 
MOVE prisoner. 


April 24: Mumia Abu-Jamal 

# AM-8335, SCI-Mahanoy, 301 
Morea Rd., Frackville, PA 17932. 
An award-winning journalist and 
co-founder of the Black Panther 
Party chapter in Philadelphia 
and vocal supporter of the MOVE 
organization. He was convicted and 
sentenced to death for the alleged 
shooting of a police officer in 1982. 
His death sentence was overturned, 
but he is still expected to serve the 
rest of his life in prison. 

March 1: Richard Mafundi 
Lake #079972, Donaldson CF, 100 


Warrior Lane Bessemer, AL 35023- 
7299. Richard was a long-time 
organizer against police brutality 
in Alabama. He has been locked 
up since September 2001 for 
alleged anti-American propaganda 
during an Islatnic service. He 
has stated that he was leading a 
discussion regarding reparations 
for enslavement and injustices. 
Richard is still imprisoned as a 
consequence of hysteria after 9/11 
although his case had nothing to 
do with any "terrorist" attack on 
the US. 


Letters from the Cages 


As the techno-obsessed culture comes to 
dominate every aspect of our lives and our 
resistance movements, prisoners become 
that much more isolated from friends, 
family and supporters on the outside. 
We've decided to dedicate this Journal 
space, seperate from our Dear Shit for 
Brains section, to the voices of prisoners 
who follow the EF! movement.. 

We encourage correspondence with 
theses comrades behind bars to faciliate 
stronger relationships though the walls of 
this ecocidal civilization's prison system. 


Dear EF/J editors, 

‘Tis the season to be jolly! 

Wallow not in melancholy! 

Rejoice the Solstice bringing light! 
Ring an end to corporate night. 
Push the struggle of the ninety-nine — 
So we, the people, will be fine. 

May your Solstice season be way 
better than my doggerel! Sorry I 
haven't written you back sooner, but 
even in here there just aren't enough 
hours in the day. But how could i 
not think of Earth First! at Solstice? 
Congrats on continuing to put out 
a fine publication — not a common 
feat on our side of the barricades 
nowadays. And thank you and your 
comrades for the birthday wishes! A 


fella's shadow grows ever lighter the 
longer he drifts through the gulag 
archipelago. You ever consider doing 
environmental radio shows? It seems 
as if there would be a market for good 
content. Well, let me get this off. The 
future holds promise! 

— Bill Dunne #10916-086 
USP Pollock 
PO Box 2099 
Pollock, LA 71467 

Dunne, a former member of the 
Wellspring Communion, was arrested 
in ’79 when he and Larry Giddings 
attempted to free fellow revolutionary 
Artie Ray Dufur from prison. Both were 
arrested after an exchange of fire with 
police as they were fleeing the scene. In 
1983 Bill attempted to escape prison 
and is currently serving 90 years. 


Behind Babylon's Razor-Wire: 

Fraternal, Revolutionary Greetings 
in Resistance from within the bowels 
of the babylon fascist beast, in 
the heat of fierce struggle against 
the dehumanizing policies of the 
capitalist state, extend a warm salute 
and embrace to EARTH FIRST!, and 
my middle protruding out for the 
enemies of the earth, nature and 


human rights! No surrender! Smash 
the fascist capitalist state! Long live 
revolutionary anarchism! 

To tell you something about me, 
I am a chicano (Mexican American) 
revolutionary anarchist and political 
prisoner framed by the gestapo police- 
state forces in what we "militants" 
call the Occupied Territories of Aztian, 
the Chicano Mexicano homeland 
stolen by land baron white colonial 
settlers in the 1800s. I am now caged 
in this "control unit," in essence 
solitary confinement, as a means to 
isolate me from our communities, 
in attempt to break my will and my 
spirit of resistance. I am serving a fifty 
years' sentence for disarming a racist, 
violent, West Texas Sheriff who was 
in the act of shooting me, to silence 
me from speaking out against barrio 
injustices and the brutality of the 
police. For more info about me and 
my case, please visit www.freealvaro.net 
see also Let Freedom Ring: A collection 
of documents from the movements to free 
US political prisoners, by Matt Meyer, 
PM Press, Oakland, CA, 2008; and 
failhouse Lawyers: Prisoners defending 
prisoners z. the USA, by Mumia al 
Jamal, 2009, City Lights Books, San 
Francisco, CA (wherein my case 
history is cited in both books.) 
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En solidaridad, 

— Alvaro Luna Hernandez 
#255735, Huges Unit 
Rt. 2, Box 4400 ‘ ~ \ 

Gatesville, TX 76597-001 


To All Earth Firstlars 

Don't protect and pamper your 
own butt — and fear being in this 
prison! All life is at stake. 

Some of you place your cell phone 
car apartment safety above action. 
Well, warriors don't think like that — 
not real warriors. A warrior is not a 
soldier. A warrior lays down their life 
for love and the survival of the whole. 
Warriors don't take orders. 

Soon the whole Earth and all her 
water will be poisoned. 

Why? Because this artificial world 
is operating. And its operating on 
coal and nuke energy. Both very, very 
toxic to all life. I know. 

I spent six months in a coal power 
plant everyday. Its like a hell on Earth 
and you come home each day and 
cough up black phlegm. 

As long as those coal monsters are 
going we are all on Death Row. 

— Oso Blanco (Byron Shane of 
Chubbock Clan) #07909051, 

USP Lewisburg, US Penitentiary, 

POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA, 17837 

Oso Blanco is serving 80 yrs for 
charges related to bank robberies to 
funnel money to Zapatistas in Mexico. 

Dear Friends, 

Greetings form the Texas Gulag! 
I wanted to congratulate you on a 
superb issue of EF! J (Mabon 2011) — I 
never fail to learn something 
important in your magazine — and 
also to thank everyone who helps 
to subsidize prisoners' education by 
supporting prisoners' subscriptions. 

When I came to prison in the 
late 80's for some drug-related 
petty-thefts (22 down, 3 to 
go!) I was completely ignorant 
concerning ecology, animal rights, 
and the horribly predatory, and 
ultimately unsustainable, nature 
of capitalism-imperialism. It's only 


been through the amazing kindness 
and generosity of the radical and 
progressive community that I 
have come to see life, and myself, 
through a completely different lens. 



Any rehabilitation I've undergone 
(and, in fact, I've undergone plenty!) 
has been in spite of the state and 
completely due to my radical friends 
(that's you!). 

I just wanted to send my heartfelt 
thanks to everyone who donates to 
EF!f: it really makes a big difference 
in prisoners' lives — particularly 
prisoners who are indigent and have 
no one outside, such as myself. 
Thank you... Peace, 

—Richard Ostrander #502414 
Estelle HS, 264 FM 3478, 
Huntsville, TX 77320-3322 

• ...P.S. Sure would enjoy an informed 
article on squatting and alternative 
housing as this looks to be my future! 
Occupy Everywhere!!! 


Dear EF!, 

Ecocide, environmental racism, 
sex slavery, deportation industry, 
security, military industry, wage 
slavery... All these horrors can be 
traced back to the same names, the 
same ideas of centralized domination 
and proxy authoritarian rule and 
occupation of free space. 

Non-violent actions, or symbolic 
acts of sabotage (window-breaking, 
heavy equipment burning...) is not 
going to stop corporate CEO's in 
ALEC from organizing, and neither 
will civil disobedience or rallies or 
lock downs or occupations. 

We know this, we've seen the 
extremes centralized governments 
and corporations (what’s the diff?) 
will go to, so why do we keep doing 
the very things dominant culture 
expects us to do; ie. play the victim, 
go on the defense, cry foul, whine to 
the courts... 

There will be no justice in the 
courts of the oppressor. Derrick 
Jensen wrote in his essay "Actions 
speak louder than words" that a 
targeted assasination campaign 
would not work because CEOs and 
politicians are expendable. 

Perhaps he is right, but there is a 
sense of power and self-respect that 
comes from directly challenging 
domination. "It's the principal," as 
we say in prison. 

The violence of the American 
Revolution was kicked off because 
organized citizens (the Sons of 
Liberty) began sniping British police/ 
soldiers who were searching their 
homes without warrant; that was the 
last straw. 

What will be the last straw for us? 
How many more extinctions? How 
many more dead immigrants? How 
many more prisons... 

—John Torres #V23813 

SVSP/B-5-214 

PO Box 1020 

Soledad, CA 93960 


Merry Mayhem 

“...And Season's Greetirigs." 
Artwork above by Toxic Tom. 

Tom Fetters #JC7185, 165 SCI Lane, 
Greensburg, PA 15601-9103 
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O vernight train 
from Montreal 
to Gaspe 

morning coastline 
slowly clicking by 
in the fog. 

Clear afternoon 
hiking up 


oozing out from 
the hemoraging 
Louisiana coastline. 
The gannets 
of Newfoundland 
who winter 


black mirror 
whose reflection 
of Luciferian light 


to mountain lookout down south illuminated 


in Forillon Park 

I survey the lingering traces 

of the families 

forced 

to leave 

their homes by Parcs Canada, 

their unwilling dispersal 

still remembered 

with anger 

by the local 

lighthouse keeper 

who punctuates 

his recollection 

by spitting 

on the ground, 

then cursing 

the name 

of Trudeau, 

his lips, 

tightly pursed. 

After all these years 
he still mourns 
their exile. 

But not that of the uprooted 
Mic Mac 
before them 
who he 

cares little about. 

For him, 

the civilizing moment 
of Settlement 
made their destruction 
inevitable. 

And Today 

what could be 

more civilized than oil. 

On local TV 
talking heads 
chatter on 
about the potential 
consequences 
to migratory birds 
due to the 
giant oil slick 


are mentioned 
as being vulnerable 
and ominous hints 
are dropped 
of danger 
to other 

gannet sanctuaries 
like the one here 
on Bonaventure Island 
near Perce Rock. 

From my writing perch, 
the Rock 
hovers surreally 
outside my window, 
one minute, 
glittering red 
in the sunlight, 
the next 

rendered invisible 
by a shroud 
of white mist. 

As the Rock 
transforms itself 
the pundits wonder 
whether 

the titanic effects 
of the oceanic 
oil eruptions 
will arrive 
next year 
on the backs 
of those gannets 
who survive 
the return journey 
encrusted 

in industrial sludge. 

Mic Mac exile. 


the dark comers 
of Andre Breton’s 
days of exile 
in the Gaspe 
during the 
Nazi occupation 
of France. 

Lost 

in the drifting 
footsteps 
of Breton, 

I walk 

among the birds 
massed together 
on island cliffs, 
myself an exile 
these last 8 years. 

Breton 

who had sailed from Marseilles, 

fleeing fascism, 

pointedly 

choosing not 

to join 

the French Resistance 
boldly refusing 
to ally himself 
with the same 
Stalinists 

who had ridiculed surrealism 
and betrayed 
the anarchist revolution 
in Spain. 

His rebellion 
against both 
Hitler and Stalin 
expressing itself 
as an act 


Forillon villagers' exile. of resistance 

Must the gannets through flight, 

be exiled too, 

never to return? Thinking of Breton, 

All 3 exiles I imagine 

imagined in the anarchic the gannets 


faced with 

a life-threatening 

situation 

searching 

for the nexus 

where 

fight and flight 
converge 

their wingspan bridging 

the gap 

between 

liberation and liberty 
their aerial formations 
heralding 



a winged resistance. 

In my dream 
flying squadrons 
fill the sky, 
flee contamination, 
seek sanctuary, 
utter 

ferocious clacking sounds, 



circle overhead 
launch 



cross-border 

attacks 


on BP outposts, 

relentlessly 

dive-bomb 

oil company CEOs 

everywhere, 

mix the oily feathers 

of their 

fallen comrades 
with tar 
and ride 
the oil barons 
out of town 
on a rail 
of fire 
ignited by 

the insurrectionary heat 
of the rising sun. 
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e witch-poet, the warrior-slave 
offers each night her kiss 
and grave of stars. 


by Oleta Rose 


In her body's scent she records her spells — 
the incantation of armpit and breath 


by Oso Blanco / YonaUnaga 


blood and nature 
loins, amaranth and moon 

The ghost of a moth circles her nipple 

in the flashes of lightning over the Death-Kingdom. 


WWW.OSOBLANCO.ORG 

Byron Shane Chubbuck # 0790905 1 
USP LEWISBURG 
US. PENITENTIARY 
PO. BOX 1000 


A wren rests on her sacrum. 


LEWISBURG, PA 17837 
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Her throat, carried in the wild cougar's jaw 

over the mountain of minor and through the mirror's pass 

is submerged in the skin of a creek 

and is held in place by tannin-rich creek thighs 

slurping and lapping creek bottom secrets 

A flock of her cells 

moves over the whiteness of frightening machines, 
roving the heart of a felled forest 

Hers is an action completed over and over 

turning silence into a wild fighter 

turning the nourishing of lips into the kiss of collapse, 

stealing from napalm its grammar. 

Her breath is the feast of harvest and the breath of 
horse-bodies 

Her lips are the movement of mating locusts 

Her legs, her belly are the height of noon 
with the sun watching a released bird. 

She is the inverted tree of Beltane at earth's liberation 

Her toes are a necklace of winter, 

the back of her knee is the winter solstice 

Through her the Death-Kingdom is contested by the 
Sun's great madness 

which terrorizes the empire's borders with a blood- 
stream of lust 


I AM the blood made of muddy Rio Grande mud 
I AM the defender of ELOHI 
I AM the captive of your enemy and mine ELOHI 
Mother Earth— ELOHI I AM he. 

You are I, You are me. 

The bark of udo cedar is my flesh 
yv wi de tla gv tree people 
the fur of wa hi is my fur 
I am also brother coyote, 

sly and tricky, of great skill 
udo wahi. 

I am the real blood, a grandson of 
the trail of tears, Tsa La gi 

Ani Wa ya. WOLFpeople Cherokee. 

I am the Black Stink Bug 
I am the Ani jis qua BIRDpeople 
I am the Di tLi hi for ELOHI 
I am the warrior for MOTHER EARTH. 

the To yo hi La brother Lizzard 
it is "I" my self, still and green 

gray and Blue with yellow 
and blue war paint. 

I AM the TURTLE people 

reading your mind for I 
AM 160 years old. 

I AM the Vast Southwest 
Breathing the energy of your soul 
I AM the wild horse spring foal. 



Send poems to Warrior Poets Society / P.O. Box 14501 / Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 
All rights reserved to the author Check us out at www.ARMEDwnHvisiONS.coM 
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Relationship advice from famous author Dr. Love, including advice for singles, love advice, and guidance on relationships. 

Email your questions to dr.love@riseup.net 


Dear Dr. Love, 

I've been vegan for a really really long time. However, 
I recently stumbled across this book called The Vegetarian 
Myth. It has brought up many challenging questions for me 
about whether veganism is an effective way to fight against 
factory farming and the destruction of the planet. I really love 
animals, but I also want to be a powerful eco-warrior. What 
should I do? 

Sincerely, 

Confused in the piedmont 

Dear Confused, 

You're right to be confused. While Lierre Keith 
brought up some very compelling points and difficult 
questions in her book she also used a lot of strawman 
arguments. However the parts of the animal rights 
movement pushing for veganism have also used quite 
a few logical fallacies as well. What you're left with is 
the knowledge of millions of tortured animals and a 
dying planet but no actual solutions. What you need 
to do is actually fight against factory farming and the 
murder of the planet. So my piece of advice to you is to 
east what makes your body feel best; start stockpileing 
guns and ammunition; go get yourself a copy of either 
Ecodefense or the Animal Liberation Primer and 
study hard; go underground with a few friends and 
don't come back up until you're all dead or in jail. 
Don't worry about any kind of passe commitment to 
nonviolence. Those ecocidal profiteers will spare you 
no mercy so you should definitely return the favor 
in kind. With dedicated eco-warriors like yourself, the 
eath just might stand a chance. 

Keep It Real, 

Dr. Love 

Dear Dr. Love, 

I read your column all the time but never really felt the 
need to write until now. I've been doing activism for a while 
now but it just doesn't feel like it's going anywhere. Then 
a few months ago I met this person that I have a crush on 
who really gets me. She understands my frustrations about 
activism running me around in circles. Talking to her made 
me feel like I could push myself to do activism that would be 
effective. Lately though I feel like she's pushing me into taking 
steps in a direction that I'm not sure I want to go in. I fust 
don 't think I'm ready to make that kind of commitment but I 
really like her? Should I just do it despite my reservations? 


Looking forward to hearing back, 

Worried in Wilmington 

Dear Worried, 

Fromthe vague innuendos you're telling me it 
sounds like you might be dating (or trying to date) a 
federal agent. Probably you should ditch her as soon 
as possible and never talk to her again. But I wouldn't 
necessarily disregard any of the things that you eluded 
to her pressuring you into. Sometimes undercovers 
try to get people to do really great things. The only 
problem with that is that they also want to put them 
in jail for those same righteous things that they got 
them to do in the first place. So once you ditch the 
fed you should probably go full speed ahead with any 
plans you think you can get away with. Good luck. 

Don't let the bastards grind you down, 

Dr. Love 

Dear Dr. Love, 

My life lately has become an awful mess. I was out 
of work for months so I racked up thousands of dollars in 
credit card bills just trying to make ends meet. Since I finally 
found a job my life hasn't really improved because most of 
my money is going into paying off the minimum balances on 
my credit cards. Now I'm spending my free time looking for a 
second job. I'm having trouble sleeping most nights. Honestly, 
I think robbing a bank would be easier than running around 
in circles like this. Do you think it would be easy to get away 
with robbing a few banks? I'm kinda freaking out. 

Please help, 

Desperate in Durham 

Dear Desperate, 

While robbing banks is a valid option to fix your 
money woes, there is a much easier and less risky 
option. You can and should default on your credit card 
payments. That's right, just stop paying them. Now, 
those credit card companies are going to be mighty 
pissed about this, especially because they can't do a 
damn thing about it. There are a couple of things you 
can do to get ready for their crybaby antics. First get 
a disposable phone and switch that to be the number 
registered with the credit card company. Now, when 
you quit sending them their blood money they'll be 
frantically calling the wrong number. This is a good 
first line of defense. But watch out they're going 



to start calling friends, and family and anyone you 
listed on your original credit card application. What 
you need to do now is tell your friends this magic 
phrase, "They don't Jive here, this is their new phone 
number (your new disposable cell number) never call 
here again." They might have to do this a few times 
but the calls should stop pretty quickly. A lot of debt 
collector fighting websites will tell you to send them 
a certified letter to stop the harassment but this type 
of thing could trigger a lawsuit (which is also no big 
deal). It's much easier to just never talk to them again 
by making it really difficult for them to get your real 
phone number or Address. Next, don't ever give them 
money again, not even a dime. In seven years tops the 
debt doesn't even exist on your records, however if 
you pay them anything it restarts the clock. They also, 
can't touch your bank account, so just stay resolute 
and don't talk to them. They might try to sue you, 
but honestly with so many people going into default 
that's so much less likely these days. If they do try 
to sue you, you should fight it in court because you 
might as well. Google "How to fight debt collectors 
and win" forstrategies in court. If they win a judgment 
against you, don't sweat it, it's no beg deal because 
they can't garnish your wages if you even apply for 
government assistance. Not if you qualify, if you 
even apply. Working in an endless cycle of debt is our 
version of modern day slavery. It's part of the viscous 
consumerist cycle that's devouring our planet. Just 
remember, "fuck them, you don’t owe them shit, they 
can't fucking touch you." 

Just Say No 

Dr. Love 
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herb 


blurb 


A cure for what ails you, from 
romance to the common cold! 


by Mountain Rost: Hi run 


damiana love cordial 


Damiana is ajellow flowering shrub native to the southwestern US and 
Central America. This enchanting herb is used for relaxation and is well 
known as a traditional Mexican aphrodisiac. Enjoy a glass of delicious love 
cordial after dessert with friends or sip this treat withjour special sweetie. 

ingredients: 

1 oz organic damiana leaves, dried 

1 organic vanilla bean, split and chopped 

2 cups brandy 
11/2 cups water 

1 cup raw local honey 

1/4 cup organic Rose Hydrosol 

directions: 

Soak the dried damiana leaves and chopped vanilla bean 
in brandy for 5 days. Strain the herb and reserve the alcohol 
in a jar. Mix the brandy saturated damiana and vanilla pulp 
in water for 3 days using a separate jar. 

Strain, reserve the water in a jar, and compost the spent 
herb. Warm the water extract gently in a pot. 

Dissolve the honey in the warm water extract. 

Add the sweetened water extract to the alcohol extract 
and stir well. 

Pour into a sterilized bottle, label, and let age for one 
month or longer. Add rose hydrosol, serve, and relish. 



elderberry syrup 


Elder is one of our favorite wintertime herbs! This botanical has a long 
history of use, and researchers have recently proven that the berries are 
effective against eight strains of influenza, prevent infection, and shorten 
recovery times. Not only is it believed that Elder may be superior to vaccines 
in preventing the flu, but it does not cause the same side effects! Elderbery 
yrup is a proven remedy for preventing and recovering from the flu, colds, 
excessive mucus, sore throats, and contains large amounts of antioxidants, 
potassium, beta -carotene, calcium, phosphorus, and vitamin C. 

ingredients: 

1 cup fresh or 1/2 cup dried organic elderberries 

(harvest blue or black, avoid poisonous reds) 

3 cups water 
1 cup raw local honey 
1 organic cinnamon stick 
3 organic cloves 

Pinch dried organic ginger root or fresh grated organic ginger 
(optional) 

directions: 

Place berries, water, and spices in a saucepan. Bring to a 
boil, reduce heat, and simmer for 30 minutes. Smash the 
berries to release remaining juice and strain the mixture. 
Allow liquid to cool and stir in honey. Will last for 2 to 3 
months stored in the fridge. 


Take a tablespoon daily to ward off illness and a teaspoon 
every 2-3 hours while sick. For children under 2, add the 
syrup to hot water to kill any microbes in the honey. 
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Building Healthy 




A flowing river brings life to the fertile lands where our herbs grow. Commit- 
ment to organic farming holds the promise of healthy rivers with thriving fish 
populations and clean drinking water for generations to come. 


We are now partnering with the Pacific Rivers Council to support their work to 
protect and restore our best remaining watersheds through programs such as 
Salmon Safe and Legacy Rivers. Through partnerships like this, Mountain Rose 
Herbs directs a portion of every sale to the preservation of our natural heritage. 
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LITERARY FICTION BY GREGORY BLECHA 



Love in the Time of the 
Apocalypse is a work of 
conspiratorial pop-delirium 
and pastiche full of lovable 
eco-terrorists, state run 
breeding houses, and Amish 
casinos. 


The Land of Magical 
Thinking is a playful allegory 
that asks the question, 
What would America be like 
if the Great Depression never 
ended? 



www.gregoryblecha.com 



OLIDARITY 

PRISON 

BOLITION 


Anarchist Black Cross Prisoner Support Network 

WWW.ABCF.NET 


uicir upuimgmg 


Conspiracy to Riot in Furtherance of Terrorism is the collective 
autobiography of several members of the RNC 8. Charged with 
violations of the Minnesota Patriot Act for organizing logistics 
for protests against the 2008 Republican National Convention 
in Sh Paul, the authors reveal their upbringings, early political 
involvements, the "RNC 
Welcoming Committee," 
infiltration, arrests, legal 
defense and outcomes of 
the case. 

Authored by RNC 8 
defendeants, Luce Guillen- 
Givins, Max Specktor, Eryn 
Trimmer, Monica Bicking, 

Robert Czenik, and Garret 
Fitzgerald, and edited and 
introduced by Leslie James 
Pickering, Conspiracy to Riot 
in Furtherance of Terrorism 
offers lessons and a glimpse 
into the contemporary 
reality of dissent in America. 

WWW.ARISSA.ORG 


CONSPIRACY TO RIOT 
IN FURTHERANCE 
OF TERRORISM 




The Collective Autobiography of the RNC 8 

Edited hy Labile Jamei Pickering 
Foryword by Tom Hayden 


HAVE YOU EVER ASKED YOURSELF: 

What's an ecosexual? 

Why are skinny-dipping, mysophilia 
and arboreal frottage so pleasurable? 
Where is the e-spot? 

WWW.SEXECOlD6Y.ORG 


SO, YOU WANT TO PUT THE EARTH HRST? 

GO tO WWW.TEACmNGDRUM.ORG 
Teaching Drum Outdoor School 
Where wilderness is the classroom, 

Ancient voices are the teachers, knowing self and 
balance are the quest. 


Want Your Ad Here? 
email us at 

ADS@EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 


TB^RG 

Tampa Bay Action Group 

Come Crash The 

2012 RNC 

August 23 30 


and no t -shirts. Wa do not exist. 


THE POWERS THAT BE HAVE LEFT US WITH WAR. DEFORESTATION, 
EXPLOITATION AND A TECHNO-DYSTOPIA FAR WORSE (AND 
ESPECIALLY FAR MORE BORING) THAN ANY SCI-FI BOOK COULD 
FORETELL. WE PROMISE TO CONFRONT THE BASTARDS IN TAMPA 
BAYARMED WITH THE FEROCITY OF A SWAMP PANTHERIN HEAT. 

WHERE ONCE RESTED BIODIVERSITY SITS A STRIP MALL 
WITH AN ARMY RECRJJITING OFFICE AND A DOUGHNUT 
SHOP FULL OF COPS. THAT’S ENOUGH TO FILL ANY GAL 
WITH A HINT OF LIFE LEFT IN HER WITH PISS AND VINEGAR. 
WE ARE GONNA TAKE BACK THE TEA PARTY LEGACY FROM 
THESE WHIMPERING BOURGEOIS RACISTS AND MAKE 
THE DESTRUCTION OF IMPERIAL PROPERTY SEXY AGAIN!” 

—BILLIE ANTOINETTE BODINE 

Leftneck Moonshiner. Panther whisperer 
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\VeVnqosi 2012 


VhfcCTW 


BETS THE 

piiMii,] GOODS 


I d Rather Be 
MonLey wrenching: 


WeCDooN 2012 


HUNTERS' 


An empowering date-book and 

multicultur.il earth-spinted calendar. I 

With full lunar & astrological 
infonnation. stunning an and 
inspired words from the global 
womens community, We'Moon 2012: 

Chrysalis explores the transformative v F 
moment, invoking radical trust for ■- •**"&**&■ 
times of deep change. 

Datebooks • Wall Calendars • Cards • Posters • Books 


EF! t-shirts, patches, stickers, 
buttons and other gear: 
www.earthfirstjournal.org/store 


In cne SpiRic op 
WeCHooN 

A gorgeous anthology 
celebrating 30 years of 
We’Moon art and writing. 
Now in paperback! 


Mother Tongue Ink •www.wemoon.ws 
1.877.693.6666 US • 341.956.6032 Int’ 


Hey, did you know our biggest 
readers make less than a buck a day? 
Please donate a subscription of 
the Journal to a prisoner! 

Fill out the form below and note that 
you want it donated to a prisoner. 
We’ll do the rest. 


Still Wild! 30th Anniversary 
EF! Music Compilation 

Check out the Still Wild! Compilation, which 
features Casey, Peg Millett, From The Depths. 
Tre Arrow, Grant Peeples, Son Del Centro, 
Blackbird Raum, Marie Mason, Rye'n Clover, 
Strawberry Jam, Las Krudas, Citizen's Band, 
Here’s To The Long Haul, Gedden Cascadia, 
Longneck Lula 6 Jill Lavetsky, Autumn Springs, 
Thistle, and Automoog 

Mastered bySOUNDPROOFPRODUCnONS.NET 


Now Avail- 
able for $1 2 
through the 
Earth First! 
Journal 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal 

Jv B Q $500 Lifetime Subscription Q $50 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

’ Q $30 Regular Rate ($25 low income) Q $60 Air Mail, International 

■‘ J ■MJ O 540-550 Anonymous Envelope (US money, no foreign checks) 

O 540-550 First Class Envelope O 5100 Corporate/Law Enforcement 

$ DONATION 

Phone 


Name _ 

Address 
City/State/Zip+4 
Country 


Email 


2heck# Date / / Amounts 

We no longer accept credit cards, sorry. 
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Calling all Earth Firstlers, forest defenders and rural folks! 

The 2012 Round River Rendezvous 
is on the horizon 


We are excited to bring an uncompromising Earth 
First! presence to a region that has never hosted a Rondy 
before. We aim to craft this year's Round River Rendez- 
vous into both a meaningful opportunity to connect ac- 
tivists and environmental justice campaigns from across 
the country, and a resounding gesture of solidarity with 
all those resisting the spread and effects of fracking. 

What is "Fracking"? And why is it so bad? 

First popularized by Halliburton in 1949, hydraulic 
fracturing, or fracking, is an industrial process used in 
gas wells to increase production when drilling for "un- 
conventional" gas sources. First used to exploit shale 
gas fields in Western states such as Texas, Colorado and 
Wyoming, fracking came to the Appalachian Moun- 
tains around 2005, when a geologic formation known 
as the Marcellus Shale was discovered to hold natural 
gas reserves. The Marcellus Shale, which stretches across 
parts of Pennsylvania, New York, West Virginia, Ohio 
and Maryland, is a massive rock formation located 
2,000-9,000 feet below the surface, and contains large 
amounts of gas within. 

The process of fracking begins with clearcutting a 
patchwork of well sites into the forest, then continues 
In more than fifteen states across the country, battles with injecting millions of gallons of water mixed with 
are being waged by rural folks against a specific type of chemicals, detergents, diesel fuel and sand into wells 
natural gas extraction known as hydraulic fracture drill- drilled deep underground to violently fracture the shale 
ing. The fight is for the right to clean water. Our water and release the desired gas, along with radiation, salt, 
is being polluted by hundreds of corporations and sub- and many other contaminants. While some of the 
sidiaries engaged in a resource boom. This new boom is chemically laced water is recovered, much of it is simply 
imposed onto farmers, conservationists and rural com- abandoned underground to leach into the aquifer and 
munities across the country by corporations like Halli- local waterways, while the toxic water that is recovered 
burton, Baker Hughes, Exxon Mobil, Mitchell Energy, from the well is usually dumped into pits on site, or dis- 
Flotek and Range Resources. carded in local landfills as "residual waste." 

Marcellus Shale Earth First! is thrilled to be hosting Drilling companies gain access to the shale by using 
the 2012 Earth First! Round River Rendezvous, July 1-7, predatory legal techniques to lease public and private 
in the Marcellus region (location to be announced). Our land in order to build well pads for drilling, fracking, 
shadowy lair deep in the forest is the perfect place for and the storage of waste and processing equipment as 
a rowdy convergence of Earth Firstlers, environmental well as networks of pipelines to transport the gas out of 
justice activists, rural community members, and any- the area. They source water by pumping it from local 
one else interested in a week of primitive camping, lakes, rivers, streams and. ponds before mixing it with 
workshops, music, hiking, howling at the moon and, proprietary brews of toxic chemicals that enable them to 
of course, effective direct action against fracking in the extract the gas from the wells. They use tactics that can 
Marcellus Shale! We plan to focus on the culture of the be best described as "divide and conquer" in attempts 
Marcellus region, the boom and bust history of resource to turn pro-gas residents against those who do not wish 
extraction in the area, and the rewilding of regional eco- to lease their land, causing painful, bitter divisions and 
systems increasingly affected by the rapid expansion of disputes that corrode the social fabric of local communi- 
drilling and fracking. ties. One person's gas lease may threaten the water of 
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whether of ttot they have 
sen to sign their own leases. 

Thousands of out-of-state workers have descended 
on the Marcellus region, making the drilling companies' 
claims of creating significant numbers of local jobs ring 
hollow. Truck accidents, chemical spills, forest fragmen- 
tation, contaminated aquifers, and noise, light and air 



the Short Eared 


Indiana Bat and the Allegheny Woodrat cannot ask for 
help, but they need all the help they can get in their 
struggle to survive amid the chaos of the gas boom. 

Please Consider: 

The RRR is an event open to all (except cops and 


pollution from round-the-clock drilling operations are 
taking a toll on the people and wildlife who live in the 
region, and the poorer rural areas are bearing the brunt 
of it. By its very nature, this boom will roar through rural 
communities, making as much money as possible for a 
few short years before leaving the residents with little to 
show but polluted water, fragmented forests and a few 
royalty checks. 

Who is Marcellus Shale Earth First? 

Marcellus Shale Earth First! emerged from a hid- 
den forest glen several years ago when multiple newly 
formed Earth First! groups in the bioregion agreed to 
work together under a common banner when collabo- 
rating on actions and events in the broader anti-fracking 
movement in the Marcellus region. Working with other 
local groups has given MSEF! the opportunity to present 
trainings and workshops to a rural movement that has 
not had easy access to civil disobedience or non-violent 
direct action trainings. Creating an Earth First! presence 
in a part of the country that has not traditionally had 
an active radical environmental movement has been a 
complex task, but MSEF! is gradually building an action 
campaign aimed at both supporting anti-gas residents 
and defending our bioregion of forests and rivers from 
the scourge of the drillers. 

Much of the visible activism against fracking has 
been focused on protesting public hearings and meet- 
ings held in larger towns and cities, and has been largely 
inaccessible to those living ini more rural areas. MSEF! is 
focusing on changing that dynamic by bringing a strong 
presence of locally rooted environmental activists to the 
areas most affected by drilling and fracking. It is our goal 
to bring another voice, backed by effective No Compro- 
mise strategy and tactics, to the Marcellus region. Our 
campaign is located where the drilling takes place, and 
where those most affected by drilling have been asking 
for help for years. Other residents of the region, such as 


law enforcement, of course), so please leave oppressive, 
elitist and disruptive attitudes at home. Elitist or oppres- 
sive behavior will not be tolerated. Our goal is a week of 
celebration, learning and sharing of ideas that is open to 
all, from rural landowners, to townies, to environmental 
justice activists of all stripes. Remember the saying: talk 
to someone you don't know - let's help our movement 
grow! As always, there will be spaces for alcohol and par- 
tying, and there will be spaces conducive to sobriety and 
quietude. It is expected that these spaces and policies 
will be respected. In short, don't be a jerk! 

There will also be a safe space for child-care, and we 
could use help creating and maintaining it. There will 
be on-site medics with emergency medical training and 
herbal medicine knowledge, as well as spaces to go for 
health and healing. If you have any particular skills that 
would help with any of these things, contact us. 

Police or other law enforcement agencies sometimes 
like to stop in and see what we are up to or try to shut 
down the whole camp all together. It is usually not a 
big deal, but please be aware of these possibilities. There 
will be delegated members of the camp responsible for 
communicating with law enforcement. As is usual at the 
RRR, we will be signing up volunteers to help with camp 
security, childcare, conflict mediation, and other tasks to 
keep the camp functioning. 

We're calling on all Earth Firstiers, forest defend- 
ers, environmental justice activists and rural folks of all 
kinds to mark your calenders. We need your help to give 
these frackers a solid kick in the guts this summer. Stand 
up for the forests, for the Susquehanna, for rural com- 
munities all over the world and join us to take action 
against the gas wells destroying our bioregion! 

Contact us for more info, or if you are interested 
in volunteering, presenting workshops or trainings, etc: 

SUSQUEHANNAEARTHFIRST@GMAIL.COM, MARCELLUSEARTHFIRST® 
RISEUP.NET, MARCELLUSEARTHFIRST.ROCUS.ORG 

No drilling! No compromise! See you this July! 
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Fight Back! 





2012 Winter OC and Rondy 


Canyons of wind-carved rocks filled with 
ancient voices call to earth warriors to gather for 
the 2012 Earth First! Organizers Conference and 
Winter Rendezvous. Come explore Utah's wild raw 
beauty that is under constant threat from the ever- 
hungry beast of progress! Join us for early spring in 
the desert, the breath between the departure of the 
snow and the blooming of the flowers to soak your 
bones in the ancient waters of Mystic Hot Springs. 
In the quiet we honor our past, examine the present, 
and create a vision for a wild and free future. 

The OC will kickoff with the Night to Howl 
featuring Earth First! 's own Warrior Poets. The 
Organizers Conference, Thursday thru Saturday 
afternoon, are meetings to strategize on how we 
most effectively create a world where the Earth 
comes First! Then Saturday night, after three days 
of meetings, it's time to stretch and play during 
the Winter Rondy. It kicks off Saturday with fire 
and music (yes, that means you should bring your 
inspiration and instruments) with Sunday and 
Monday filled with workshops, action planning, 
and... 

A few notes on the site: Mystic Hot Springs 
(mystichotsprings.com) is welcoming Earth First! with 
minimal compensation that includes work trade. 
For those of you who want to do something besides 


sit in meetings and go to workshops there will be 
a need for folks to help care for the place. Also, 
everyone should bring a little extra cash for the 
magic hat to further support our host in his efforts 
to care for this magical site. Monroe, UT is a small, 
fairly conservative community that we should be 
mindful of. Please, treat those you encounter with 
respect. Always remember, regardless of what you 
may think of their politics or beliefs, we are guests 
in their home. Temperature will be in the low 20s- 
30s at night and 40s-60s during the day. Dress 
appropriately and bring good bedding. A pad or 
ground cloth is essential. For those in need, there are 
a few rustic indoor sleeping places. Please contact us 
if you would like one of these and, if possible, be 
prepared to give a little extra for indoor digs. 

To get involved with the organizing join the 2012 
Organizers list by sending an email to: 2012-efoc- 
organizers@googlegroups.com. For the most updated 
information and rideshare board go to: efoc2012.webstarts. 
com. If you are interested in being part of the work trade 
crew contact Stan at permipreacher@gmail.com or volunteer 
on site. For questions and other communication, email: 

SKILLSTOUR@GMAIL.COM 

And if you are not computer friendly (aka luddite) and 
need information call (406) 721-8427. 
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By Miranda Gibson 

I have been sitting up in the top of this tree for 
three weeks now. This giant Eucalyptus delegatensis that 
has become my home is estimated to be about 400 years 
old, and is situated in the middle of Tasmania's south 
west forest. Three weeks ago logging began in this area 
of forest that was promised protection in August 2011 
by our Prime Minister herself, through the Tasmanian 
Forest Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA). Yet, despite 
the promise of an "immediate conservation agreement" 
for 430,000 hectares of forest, including this tree, not 
one hectare has been protected 
and logging continues as rapidly 
as ever. 

Forest negotiations are 
continuing. But talking about 
protecting the forest loses its 
meaning, if that very forest is 
being damaged beyond repair 
right now. To claim that they 
will protect this forest once it 
has been clear felled is absurd. 

It's like going into a shop and 
breaking something before you 
buy it, except this something has 
been evolving for thousands of 
years and no amount of money 
can buy us a new one. 

And so, if the government 
isn't going to honour their own 
promises and just sit back and 
allow our precious irreplaceable 
forests to be lost — it's up to the 
community to step in. That is 
why I am sitting up here. This 
tree sit, known as "the observer 
tree" is fully equipped with solar panel, computer, 
video camera and internet. Through this set up I can 
document the values of the forest and when logging 
occurs, I can send images out live across the world via 
the internet. The purpose of The Observer Tree is to 
expose to the international community the ongoing 
destmction that is occurring regardless of government 
promises. And hopefully inspire people to take action 
to help protect our native forests. 

I am updating a blog every day. Which has had a 
great response with over 12,000 views on the website 


so far, and a continuous flow of comments of support 
from people around the world. I am also doing live 
conversations via Skype at community forums across 
Australia and hopefully internationally. This is a great 
way to talk face to face with people and show them 
what it is like here in the upper canopy of this amazing 
threatened forest. 

The battle for Tasmania's forests has been going 
on for generations now. Seeming like it would never 
end until the last tree fell. And then, this past year, the 
so-called "forest peace talks" which brought together 
industry, workers and greenies, showed promise of 
finding a new solution that would be sustainable for 
communities and for the Earth, 
including a transition out of native 
forest logging. However, something 
is getting in the way of Tasmania 
protecting its world class forests. 
And that is a Malaysian company 
called Ta Ann, which is selling our 
forests as veneer wood disguised 
under the name "eco-ply." They 
have a contract for 265,000 m3 
of wood every year. The company 
is part of the corrupt Taib family, 
and is responsible for human 
rights abuses and environmental 
devastation across the globe. The 
good news is that UK company 
International Plywood, who was 
a major customer of Ta Ann, 
recently suspended their contract 
for Tasmanian timber due to the 
environmental destruction here. 
Now, it is time to keep the pressure 
up on other customers of Ta Ann 
and other sellers of Tasmanian 
timber such as Australian furniture 
company Harvey Norman. 

I am committed to staying up in this tree sit without 
getting down for as long as it takes to get a change for 
the forests here in Tasmania. I hope my presence up 
here will spark others to take action, rippling across the 
community and eventually bringing this destruction to 
a halt. I believe that it is possible that one day soon we 
will see these world class irreplaceable forests protected 
forever. Please help out by getting informed, spreading 
the word and taking action. 

WWW.OBSERVERTREE.ORG 



Editorial 


Ex-Factory Worker Turns Buffalo Defender, 
Swamp Rat, and Investigative Eco- Journalist 



My time with the Journal was brief — just long 
enough to put out an issue, learn graphic de- 
sign, wander aimlessly through a vast swamp 
and eat road-kill gator. 

I arrived in South Florida in the middle of 
September and had to head back to Montana 
after the first week of November. I spend the 
winters in the frigid north of Montana's Yellow- 
stone ecosystem standing with the buffalo on 
the ground they choose to be on; monitoring 
the cruel and unnecessary management actions 
implemented by the bastards at the Montana 
Department of Livestock. Buffalo are denied 
any native lands in a state that is known for its 
rich wildlife. 

Two years ago I left my small backwoods 
town in western Pennsylvania where I grew up, 

I would never have guessed the life changing 
course on which I was about to embark. I had 
a shitty factory job but lived a good life there. 
But I knew that it wasn't for me — I needed out. 

I moved to the pacific northwest where I volun- 
teered on organic farms for the summer, trav- 
eling, meeting rad new people, and learning 
incredible new things. When winter began to 
roll in and farm work was disappearing I headed 
to Montana to volunteer with the Buffalo Field 
Campaign. I was familiar with the issue and felt 
it was something that I had to do. It turned out 
to be an experience unlike anything I have en- 
countered. We talk to people about the injustic- 
es these animals are faced with, and give them 
a voice to reach the world. This can be one of 
the most important steps in seeing change come 
about. This sparked my interest in journalism 
and the Earth First! Journal. 

The Journal tackles hundreds of issues that the 
mainstream and even some indie publications 
shy away from. There are so many social and en- 
vironmental violations in the world and having 
a forum to talk about them is a great first step 
in bringing us together to do something about it. 
The Journal welcomed me and I felt I was part of 
the team almost immediately. I was put to work 
within the first few minutes of my arrival find- 
, ing newswire posts, updating the database, and 
finding material for the next issue. I learned a lot 
about what it takes to put a publication together, 
from the first contact with a possible contributor 
to the articles being edited and laid out, right up 
to getting it in your hands. 

I had an amazing time with these crazy swamp 


rats. No trip to Florida would have been com- 
plete without a camping trip in the mire and a 
sample of the native delicacy; lucky for us, not 
so much for the gator, we found a fresh road- 
kill! After saying a few words and ever so keenly 
slicing the tail off we continued on our way to 
Fisheating Creek where we fried up the beauti- 
ful animal over an open fire to feast. The next 
day consisted of an eight hour hike through the 
cypress swamp tripping on mushrooms. The fear 
of a gator lingering under every step has a way 
of bringing people together. 
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'o one alive today remembers firsthand the trauma 
we call the first Industrial Revolution. What little we 
actually know about those earlier times has filtered down 
through distorting lenses devised to minimize this calamity 
and justify the suffering it caused in the name of progress. The 
inherited accounts of this period were formulated in response 
to the dramatic actions of those who fought for survival against 
this progress. Elite revisionists have denied the legitimacy and 
rationality of such opposition in order to guarantee the triumph 
of capitalism. The Luddites were not confused by this ideological 
invention. They did not believe in progress through industrial 
technology, nor could they have; the alien idea was invented 
after them to prevent their recurrence. In light of this invention, 
the Luddites were cast as irrational, provincial, futile, and 
primitive. In reality the Luddites were perhaps the last people in 
the West to perceive technology in the present tense, and to act 
[upon that perception. They smashed machines. 

— ADAPTER FROM DAVID NOBLE'S PROGRESS WITHOUT PEOPLE 


Celebrate 


the 200th 


n n i versa 


of t he Luddite 


Rebellion! 








